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LETT ERS to and from Dr Swir r. 


| A Carrieisu on theſe LeTTzRS. 


1 . volume contains. Swift's epiſtolary correſpoadence. It is an 
acknowledged obſervation, that no part of an author's writings 
gives a greater inſight into his natural diſpoſition. than his letters, e · 
ſpecially when written with freedom and ſincerity. Swift's epiſtles, 
and the anſwers of his friends, afford materials to form  conjeQures 
upon the different characters, not only of the Dean, but of his cor - 


reſpondents. The reader is probably become acquainted with Dr 
. Swift, from the account of his life in the firſt volume; but the man- 


ners and opinions of thoſe perſons with whom he correſponded, are 
in every reſpect ſo blended with his own, as not to bg eaſily ſepara- 
ted; and in ſuch a kind of united view, they will mutually reflect 
light upon each other, 

To a young gentleman juſt entering into the world, the ſubject 
may prove of particular importance; as it may guide him, not only in 
the choice of his correſpondents, but in his manner of writing to them. 

The freedom of the preſs is to be watched and defended with the 
moſt jealous, eye. It is one of the chief articles of that great charter 
of liberty to which, the people of England are intitled, But as no 
human inſtitution. can be perfect, even this branch of liberty has its 


excreſcencies that might be pruned, I mcan, particularly, that licence 


which of late has too much prevailed, of publiſhing epiſtolary corre- 
ſpondences. Such a faſhion, for I know not what elſe. to call it, is 
extremely pernicious. At preſent, it ſatisfies the curioſity of the 
public; but for the future, it will tend to reſtraiv that unſuſpicious 
openneſs, which is the principal delight of writing to our friends. I 
am ſorry to ſay by experience, that the letters which contain the moſt 
ſincere, and perhaps haſty obſervations, upon perſons, times, and cir- 
cumſtances, ate often reſerved as trezſurcs, and hoatded up as mi- 
ſers hoard gold; like which, they lie concealed in cabinets and (hong 
boxes for ſome time, till chancing to fail into the hands of an extta- 
vagant heir, or an injudicious executor, they are not only brought 
into light, but difperſcd and expoſed, ſo as to become the property of 
the whole world, A young min therefore, when he gives his opi- 
nion upon any important ſubje&, ſhould conſider it well, before he 
commit his thoughts to paper. He ſhould expres himſelf with dif- 
fidence, preſerve a prudent reſtraint over the ſallies of wit and hu- 
mour, and be cautious in all declarations of friendſhip; as the very 
common offers of civility are too often czplaincd into undeſigned en- 
gagements. 

1 own 4 find myſelf under no ſmall difficulty in diſcuſſing Swift's 
letters. General criticiſms will be attended with obſcurity; and it 
would be tedious to conſider them in their exact order. I ſhall en- 
deavour therefore to tzke a review only of what ſeems to deſerve the 


xeader's attention. The correſpondence between Dr Swift and Mr 
Vor. VIII. A Pope 


2 A CRITICISM ON THE LETTERS 


Pope had commenced in a very early part of Mr Pope's life, and was 
carried on, with ſcarce any interruption, from the death of Q. Anne. 
If we may judge of Mr Pope from his works, his chief aim was to 
be eſteemed a man of virtue. His letters are written in that ſtyle, 
His laſt volumes are all of the moral kind. He has avoided trifles, 
and conſequently has cſcaped a rock which has proved very injurious 
to Swift's reputation. He had given his imagination full ſcope, and 
yet has preſerved a perpetual guard upon his conduct. The con- 
Nitution of his body and mind might early incline him to habits of 

_ "cantion'and reſerve. The treatment which he met afterwards from 
an innumerable tribe of adverſaries, confirmed thoſe habits, and made 
him flower than the Dean in pronouncing his judgment upon perſons 
and things. His proſe writings are little leſs harmonious than his 
verſe: and his voice in common converſation was ſo naturally muſi - 
cal, that I remember honeſt Tom Southerne uſed always to call him 

the little nightingale. His manners were delicate, eaſy, and engaging, 
and he treated his friends with a politeneſs that charmed, and a ge- 

neroſity that was much to his honour. Every gueſt was made happy 
within bis doors. Pleaſure dwelt under his roof, and elegance pre- 

" ſided at his table. Dr Swift was of à different diſpoſition. To his 
domeſties he was paſſionate and churliſh; to his equals and ſuperiors 
rather an entertaining than a defirable companion. He told a ſtory 

in an admirable manner: his ſentences were ſhort and perſpienous, 

| his obſervations were piercing. He had ſeen the great world, and 

had profited much by his experience. He had not the leaſt tincture of 
vanity in his converſation. He was perhaps, as he ſaid himſelf, too 

proud to be vain. When he was polite, it was in a manner entirely 
his own. In his friendſhips he was conſtam and undiſguiſed. He 
was the ſame in his enmities. He generally ſpoke as he thought in 
all companies, and at all times. I remember to have heard, that he 
died once at a Lord Mayor's fraſt in Dublin, and was attacked and 
teaſed by an opulent, boiſterous, half-intoxicated 'ſquire, who hap- 
pened to fit next him : he bore the awkward raillery for ſome time, 
and then on a ſudden called out in a loud voice to the Mayor, My 

% Lord, here is one of your bears at my ſhoulder; he has been wor- 
« rying me this half hour; I deſire you will order him to be taken 
« off,” In theſe laſt particulars he differed widely from his friend 
Pope, who could ſtifle reſentment, and wait with patience till a more | 
diſtant, and perhaps a more ſeaſonable hour of revenge. But not- | 
withſtanding the diffimilitude of mind and manners, which was appa- 

rent between theſe two great men, yet the ſame ſort of friendſhip ſeems 2: 
£0 have ſubſiſted between them as between Virgil and Horace. The mu» | 
tual affection of the two Engliſh poets appears throughout their works. 
And therefore in this place I cannot avoid taking notice of a report ve · 
ry induſtriouſly ſpread, and not without ſome degree of ſucceſs, That 
& the friendſhip between Pope and Swift was not ſo firm and perfect 

:* at the latter end, as at the beginning of their lives.” On Dr 

 Swift's ſide, J am certain it ever remained unalterable : nor did it 
appear leſs fervent on the ſide of Mr Pope. Their letters arc the 
deſt evidence to determine the doubt. In one of Swift”: lateſt letters 

to me, not long before he was loſt to all human comforts, _ 

. | FF When 


* 


F a. a as ac a 


— ——— — 
/ 


[ 
g 


TO AND FROM DR SWIFT. 3 


u. When you ſee my dear friend Pope, tell him, -I will anſwer his let- 
©« ter ſoon; I love him above all the reſt of mankind,” In my jong 
correſpondence with Mr Pope, I ſcarce received the leaſt billet t om 
him, without the kindeſt mention of Dr Swift, and the tendereſt an- 
xiety for his ſtate of health. Judge by the following paragrapt g..- 
Ju 12. 1737- © My Lord, The pleaſure you gave me in ac- 
« quainting me of the Dean's better health, is one ſo truly great, as 
© might content even your own humanity : and whatever my fincere 
opinion and. reſpect of your Lordſhip prompts me to wiſh: from 
« your hands for myſeif, your love for him makes me us happy. 
« Would to God my weight added to yours, could turn his inclina - 
« tions to this ſide, that I might live to enjoy him here through your 
« means, and flatter myſelf it was partly through my own! But 
« this, I fear, will never be the caſe; and I think it more probable, 
&« his attraction will draw me on the other fide, which, I proteſt, 
« nothing leſs than a probability of dying at ſea, conſidering the 
« weak frame of my breaſt, would have hindered me from, two- 
« years paſt, In ſhort, whenever I think of him, it is with the ve- 
«. xation of all impotent paſſions, that carry us out of ourſelves, only 
to ſpoil our quiet, and wake us return to a reſignation, which is 
t the moſt melancholy of all virtues.” April 2. 1738. 1 
6 write by the ſame poſt that I received your very obliging and 
« humane letter. The conſideration you ſhew towards me, in the 
« zuſt apprehenſion that any news of the Dean's condition might a 
larm me, is moſt kind and generous. The very laſt poſt I writ 
to him a long letter, little ſuſpecting him in that dangerous cir- 
cumſtance. I was fo far from fearing his health, that I was pro- 
poling ſchemes, and hoping poſlibilities for our meeting once 
more in this world. I am weary of it; and ſhall have one reaſon 
more, and one of the ſtrongeſt that nature can give me, (even 
when ſhe is ſhaking my weak frame to pieces), to be willing to 
leave this world, when our dear friend is on the edge of the other. 
Yet 1 hope, I would fain hope, he may yet hover a while on the brink 
of it, to preſerve to this wretched age a relic and example of the 
laſt,” Twitnam, Nov. 7. When you get to Dublin, (whi- 
ther I direct this, ſuppoſing you will ſee our dear friend as ſoon as 
« poflible), pray put the Dean in mind of me, and tell him I hope 
bG received my laſt. Tell him how dearly I love, and how great - 
ly I honour him; how greatly I reflect on every teſtimony of his 
« friendſhip; how much I reſolve to give the beſt I can of my eſteem 
« for him to poſterity ; and aſſure him, the world has nothing ir it 
« I admire ſo much, nothing the loſs of which I ſhould regret ſo 
4 much, as his genius and his virtues.” - en 4 
My excuſe, for I ſtand in need of none, by having inſerted thoſe 
ſcraps of letters, is my real deſue of convincing the reader, that the 
affection of Swift je, Pope ſubſiſted as entire and uninterrupted as 
their friends could wiſh, or their enemies regret. It muſt be owned, 
that we as ſeldom ſee a mutual attachment between poets, as between 
ſtateſmen. © True friendſhip,” as Tully obſerves, ** proceeds from 
« a reciprocal eſteem, and a virtuous reſemblance of manners.” 
When ſuch is the baſis, —— tenets and opinions — 
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of no ill conſequence to the union; and will ſcarce ever unlooſe the 
ſocial ties of love, veneration, and eſleem. Thus the friendſhip be - 
tween Atticus and Hortenſius, although they were of different ſects, 
one a Stoic, and the other an Epicurean, ſubſiſted, like Mr Pope's 
and Dr Swift's, firm and conſtant to the laſt; when that of Antho- 
ny, Lepidus, and Auguſtus, continued no longer than while it was 
ſubſervient to their views of intereſt. Catiline fays, Tdem velle, ac 
idem nolle, ea demum amicitia eft. This often attends a vitious con- 
ſpiracy ; and perhaps an agreement ſo perfectly mutual, «is ſcarce to be 
met with in any other inſtance. Emulatien generally breaks the chain 
of friend{hip between poets» They arerunning with the utmoſt eager- 
neſs to the ſame goal: no wonder, if, in the race, they endeavour to 
trip up each other's heels. 

As I have often revei ted in my mind certain particulars relating to 
my two poctical friends, I have always thought, that the circum-' 
ttance of their putſuing different roads in poetiy, and living in differ- 
ent kizcdoms, was probably one of the happieſt incidents in their 
lives. Such a ſeparation prevented al} perſonal diſſenſions, and fix- 
ed them in a correſpondence, that conſtantly tended to eſtabliſh their 
endearments; when, perhaps, a refidence near each other might have 
had a very contrary effect. It is much eaſier to rectity any miſtake, 
or to cool any animoſity that may have ariſen, in a ſetter, than to 
recal a paſſionate verbal anſwer, eſpecially if uttered with all the ac- 
tions and vehemence of anger. The impreſſion of ſuch a ſcene re · 
mains long upon the mind of the perſon offended, and the old adage 
is tranſpoſed, Vox audita manet, litera ſcripta perit. Few men can 
ſabmit to contradiction. Swift was certainly not of the number; 
and therefore I am perſwaded, that his diſlance from his Englith 
triends proved a ſtrong incitement to their mutual affection. But I 
mult again repeat, that, throughout the long ſeries of letters which 
have been publiſhed, not the leaſt altercations appear to have happen- 
cd between Swift and Pope, 

In all Swift's writings, you will find his own peculiar vein of hu- 
mour. The ſame liberty of expreſſion would have been improper 
and abſurd in any other writer; but it produced the conſequences 
which he deſired. His ſeeming arrogance gained him more favour, 
than the humility and affected benevolence of others. His raillery 
and freedom of cenſure, are conveyed in a manner more prevalent, 
and perhaps often more agreeable, than flattery. He ſeldom praiſed, 
but where merit was conipicuous. A ſingle ſtroke of his pen pleaſed 
more, and gave more honour, than a long flattering dedication from 
any other author. His ſtyſe was maſterly, correct, and ſtrong ; 
never diffaſive, yet always clear; and if we conſider it in compariſon 
with his predeceſſors, he has outdone them all, and is one, perhaps 
the chief, of thoſe few ſelect Engliſh writers, who have excelled in 
elegance and propriety of language. 

Lord Bacon is the firſt author who has attempted any ſtyle that 
can be reliſhable to the preſent age; for I muſt own, that I think 
Swift, and his cotemporaries, have brought our language to the ut- 
molt degree of perfection, without the help of a Longinus, a Quin» 
tilian, or even ot a dictionary, or a grammar. Lord Bacon has writs 
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ten with an infinite fund of knowledge: every ſcience that he treat 5 
upon, is diſcuſſed by him with the greateit learning and dignity 5 
and he thews himſelf at once a philoſopher, an hiſtorian, a politician, 
and a divine: but his dialect (tor that demands our preſent attention) 
is quibbling and pedantic ; and never more ſo than when he conde- 
icends to flatter his royal maſter, and the minions of that court. 
Conſider the profaical works of Milton, you will find them more 
nervous than elegant; more diſtingu ſhed by the ſtrength of reaſon, 
than by the rules of rhetoric; his diction is harſh, his periods tedious ; 
and when he becomes a preic writer, the majeſty that attends his 
poetry, vaniſhes, and is entirely loſt. Yct, with all his faults, aud 
excluſive of his character as a poet, he mult ever remain the only 
learned author of that taſteleſs age in which he flouriſhed : and it is, 
probable, that his great attention to the Latin language might have 
rendered him leis correct, than he otherwiſe would have been, in his 
native tongue. 

Harrington has his admirers; he may poſſibly have his merits, but 
they flow not in his ſtyle. A later writer, of the ſame republican 
principles, has far excelled him; I mean Algernon Sydney, whole diſ- 
courſes concerning government ate ac mirably written, and contain 
great hiſtorical knowledge, and a remarkable propriety of diction ſo 
that his name, in my opinion, ought to be much higher eſtabliſhcd 
in the temple of literature, than I have hitherto found it placed, 

Lord Clarendon is an hiſtorian whoſe dignity of expreſſion has juſt- 
ly given him the prefe:ence to any of our biographical authors, 
But his periods are the periodt of a mile. His parentheſes imbarrats 
the ſenſe of his narration, and certain inaccuracies 2ppearing through- 
out his works, are delivered with a formality that renders them itiil 
more conſpicuous. 

Among our Engliſh writers, few men have gained a greater cha- 
rafter for. elegance and correctneſs, than Sprat Biſhop of Recheller, 
and few men have deferved it leſs. When I have 1cad bis works, I 
have always wondered from whence {uch a piece of good fortune might 
have ariſen; and could only attribute it to Mr Cowley, who, in a 
very delicate copy of verſes, has celebrated his friend Dr Sprat for cio- 
quence, wit, and a certain candid fiyle, which the poet compares to 
the river Thames gliding with an even current, and dilplaying the 
moſt beautiful appearances of nature. Poets and painters have their 
favourites, whom they tranſmit to poſterity in what colours and at- 
titudes they pleaſe. But I am miſtaken, if, upon a review of Sprat's 
works, his language will not ſooner give an idea of one of the inſig- 
nificant tottering boats upon the Thames, thay of the ſmocih noble 
current of the river it{clf. 

Sir William Temple is an eaſy, careleſs, incorrect writer, clegant- 
ly negligent, politely learned, and engagingly familiar, 

Thus I have curforily mentioned ſome of the brighteſt ſons of 
Fame among our Erglilh authors, only to point out the preference 
due to Dr Swift. But be is not intitled alone to the olive gatland: 
he has had his coadjutors in the victory. The triumvirate, to hom 
we owe an elegance and propriety unknown to our forefathers, are 
SWIFT, ADDISON, and BoLINGBROKE, At the fight of ſuch 
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names, n> diſpute can ariſe in preferring the Engliſh moderns to the 
Engliſh ancients. The preſent century, and indeed all future gene - 
rations, may be congratulated upon the acquiſition of three ſueh men. 
But to return more cloſely to Swift: He has perfectly ſtudied the 
drama of human life, and particularly the tendency ad irregularities 
of its different characters. He has choſen to recommend virtue, by 
repreſenting vice in a e and ridiculous light. As his tem- 
per was naturally full of acrimony, a certain innate ſeverity runs 
throughout all his letters. In the advice which he offers to his friends, 
and in the general account which he gives of his own conduct, he is 
too cloſe an ceconomiſt. This parſimony proceeded from a deſire of 
being independent; and ſince that was the cauſe, he will be forgiven, 
or at leaſt excuſed by all honeſt men. | 

Mr Pope had different talents from his friend Swift. His imagi- 
nation was fine-and delicate; his fancy was ever on the wing. In 
his earlier time of life, his way of thinking was diffuſive, and conſe- 
quently his judgment was unconfined. As that —— ripened 
with years, he ſhewed the full ſtrength of it in bis Ethic epiſtles, and 
his Eſſay on man. There the poet has almoſt yielded to the philoſo- 
pher ; and bis moral ſyſtem bas charmed more by the force of truth 
and reaſon, than even by the numbers with which he adorned it. 

© I cannot avoid thinking, that, in this particular branch of learning, 

Mr Pope owed the exertion of his talents to Lord Bolingbroke, who 
had ſtudied the procedure and limits of the human underſtanding, as 
exactly as Swift had confidered the irregularities of the paſſions in 
different characters of the human ſpecies. Lord Bolingbroke had 
early made himſelf maſter of books: and men: but, in bis firſt ca- 
reer of life, being immerſed at once in buſineſs and pleaſure, he ran 
through a variety of ſcenes in a ſurpriſing and eccentric manner. 
When his paſſions ſubſided by years and diſappointments, and when 
he improved his rational faculties by more grave ſtudies and reflec- 
tion, he ſhone out in his retirement with a luſtre peculiar to himſelf; 
though not ſcen by vulgar eyes. The gay ſtateſman was changed 
into a philoſopher equal to any of the ſages of antiquity. The wiſ⸗- 
dom of Socrates, the dignity and eaſe of Pliny, and the wit of Ho · 
race, appeared in all his writings and converſation. 

To declare my opinion of the whole collection of letters in this 
volume, I own it has not anſwered my expectation. The index at 
the beginning will make one hope for great treaſures, from the illu- 
ſtrious names that are there inſerted : but he will ſcarce find any re- 
markable inſtructions of morality, or even the common reaſonings 
and refinements that might naturally ariſe from ſo high a claſs of 
men, in the ordinary current of their thoughts. What is more ſur- 
priſing, he will ſeldom diſcover any keen ſtrokes of ſatire, or any in- 
ſtantaneous ſallies of vivacity. Þhave often heard Swift ſay, « When 
« 1 lit down to write a letter, I never lean upon my elbow, till I 
have finiſhed it.” By which ex preſſion he meant; that he never 
Kudied for particular phraſes, or poliſhed paragraphs. His letters 
therefore are the truer repreſentations of his mind. They arc writ- 
ten in the warmth of his affections; and when they are conſidered in 
the light of kindneſs and ſincerity, they illuſtrate his character to a 
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very high degree. Throughout his various correſpondence you, will 


diſcover very ſtrong marks of an anxious, benevoicnt friend: and, 

to my great pleaſure, I find the miſanthrope often loſt in the good- 
natured man, Read his letters to Mr Gay, and you will be of my 

ſentiment; read alſo thoſe to Dr Sheridan, and you will be farther 

confirmed in that opinion. We may compound therefore to loſe ſa- 
tire and raillery, when we gain humanity and tenderneſs in their 

ſtead. Yet, even in ſome of his higheſt ſcenes of benevolence, his 

expreſſions are delivered in ſuch a manner, as to ſeem rather the ef- 

fects of haughtineſs than of good-nature. But you mult never look 

upon him as a traveller in the common road. He muſt be viewed 

through a camera ob ſcura, that turns all objects the contrary way. 

When he appears moſt angry, he is moſt pleafed; when moſt hum- 

ble, he is moſt aſſuming. Such was the man, and in ſuch variega- 

ted colours muſt he be painted. 

The letters from Lord Bolingbroke are written with an elegance 
and politeneſs that diſtinguiſh them from all the reſt, We ſee they 
were not intended tor the preſs; but how valuable are the moſt care- 
leſs ſtrokes of ſuch a pen ? 

Gay's letters have nothing in them ſtriking or recommendatory. 
His ſentiments are thoſe of an honeſt, indolent, good-natured man. 
He loved Swift to a degree of veneration: and the friendſhip was re- 
turned with great ſincerity. Swift writes to him in the ſame ſtrain as 
he would have written to a ſon ; and ſeems to diſtinguiſh him as the 
correſpondent to whom he has not the leaſt grain of reſerve. In the 
— oak which he gives of his ſit uation at Dublin, and the 
idle manner of his paſſing his time there, he writes ſometimes in an 
ironical, and ſometimes in a contrary ſtyle. 

- ] ſhould have been much pleaſed, in finding ſome of Dr Arbuth- 
not's letters among this colle&tion. Although he was juſtly celebrated 
for wit and learning, there was an excellence in his character more 
amiable than all bis other qualifications: I mean the excellence of 
bis heart. He has ſhewed himſelf equal to any of his cotemporaies 
in humour and vivacity; and he was ſuperior to moſt men in acts of 
humanity and benevolence : his very ſatcaſms are the ſatirical ſtrokes 
of good-nature :- they are like ſlaps of the face given in jeſt, the ef- 
fects of which may raiſe bluſhes, but no blackneſs will appear after 
the blows. He laughs as jovially as an attendant upon Bacchus, but 
continues as ſober and conſiderate as a diſciple of Socrates. He is 
ſeldom ſerious, except in his attacks upon vice; and then his ſpirit 
riſes with a manly ſtrength, and a noble indignation. His epitaph 
upon Charters (allowing one ſmall alteration, the word permitted in- 
ſtead of connived at ) is a complete and maſterly compoſition in its 
kind“. No man exceeded him in the moral duties of life: a merit 
ſtill more to his honour, as the ambitious powers of wit and genius 
are ſeldom ſubmiſſive enough to confine themſelves within the limi- 
tations of morality, In his letter to Ms Pope , written as it were up- 
on his deathbed, he diſcovers ſuch 2 noble fortitude of mind at the 
approach of his diſſolution, as could only be inſpired by a clear con- 

See this epidaph in vol. 6. p. 202. 
+ See Pope's works, vol. 8. let. 47. ; 
ſcience, 
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ſcience, and the calm retroſpect of an uninterrupted ſeries of virtue, 
The Dean laments the loſs of him with a pathetic lincerity. © The 
« death of Mr Gay and the Doctor [Arbuthnot] hath been terrible 
« wounds near my heart. Their living would have been a great 
« comfort to me, although I ſhould never have ſeen them; like a 
&« ſam of money in:a bank, from which I ſhould receive at leaſt an- 
« nual intereſt, as [ do from you, and have done from Lord Boling- 
« broke *.” I have choſen this laſt quotation, not more in honour 
| of Swift's tenderneſs and affection to thoſe whom he eſteemed, than 
with a deſign of ſpecifying to you as fine a groupe of friends, (Bo- 
| lingbroke, Swift, Pope, Arbuthnot, Gay], as have appeared lince 
= the Auguſtan age. As their letters were not intended for the public, 
rhaps I was unreaſonable in looking for medals, and not being con- 
tented with the common current ſpecies. In our prejudices of favour 
| or averſion we are apt to be deceived by names: nor can it be doubt- 
ed, that ſuch writers might have furniſhed us with familiar letters, 
very different from thoſe which have been collected in this volume. 
They are filled indeed (eſpecially in the correſpondence between Swift 
= and Pope) with the ſtrongeſt expreſſions of mutual eſteem ; but thoſe , 
; expreſſions are repeated too often. When friendilip has ſubſiſted fo 
long. that time cannat increaſe, nor words impiove it, the commerce 
of affection between friends ought to be carried on in a ſtyle that nei - 
| ther ſinks below politeneſs, nor riſes into forced compliments. I 
cannot avoid obſerving the epiſtolary conciſcneſs that was in faſhion 
among the ancients, eſpecially their concluſive ſentences, Vale; or a- 
gain, Si valeas, bene eft ; valeo : which I own ſeems preferable to 
our method of loading every letter with“ compliments, not only to 
wives and children, but to uncles, aunts, and couſins: and, of con- 
ſequence, every relation that is not particularly named, is particular- 
ly affronted. It will appear too minute a criticiſm to atfirm, that 
the Engliſh language is not well adapted for epiltolary wiitings. Be 
that as it may, it is certainly inferiot to the French, which engages, 
and perhaps improves us by a ſucceflive flow of phaſes that are pe- 
culiar to that nation. Madame de Sevigne has filled four volumes of 
letters, all addreſſed to her daughter: they contain nothing, except 
differert ſcenes of maternal fondneſs ; yet, like a claflic, the oftener 
they are read, the more they are reliſhed. Monſicur de Peliſſon has 
publ. ſhed three volumes of letters, which he calls Lettres hiſtorigues, 
and which are little elſe than materials for a gazette. They inform 
vs at what time the Grand Monargue aroſe, when he went to bed, 
at what hour he dined, and what he {aid while he was at ſupper : yet 
all theſe trifles are told in to agreeable a manner, end appear ſo na- 
tural and eaſy, that I can ſcarce think the (kill of Ovid greater, who, 
in his Faſti, has turned the Roman calendar into elegant poetry, and 
has verfified a ſet of old aimanacks, I need not mention Voiture, or 
Balzac; and perhaps it was wrong to turn aſide into the Roman and 
the French territories, when I ought to have confincd myſelf to the 
Britiſh iſſands. But I love to wander about with you, and, in wri- 
ting as in walking, to peep into every corner that may afford us en- 
tertainment. Orrery. 


See Swifts letter to Pope, May 12. 1735. 
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From the year 1713 to 1737. 


Mr Pore to Dr SwiFrrT “., 


" WP Binfield, Dee. 8. 1713. 
OT to trouble you at preſent with a recital 
of all my obligations to you, I ſhall only 
mention two things, which I take particu- 
larly kind of you : your defire that I ſhould 
write to you; and your propoſal of giving me twenty 
guineas to change my religion; which laſt you mult 
give me leave to make the ſubject of this letter, 
Sure, no clergyman ever offered fo much out of his 
own purſe for the ſake of any religion. Tis almoſt 
as many pieces of gold, as an apoſtle could get of ſilver 
from the prieſts of old, on a much more valuable con- 
ſideration. I believe it will be better worth my while 
to propoſe a change of my faith by ſubſcription, than a 
tranſlation of Homer. And to convince you how well 
diſpoſed I am to the reformation, I ſhall be content, 
if you can prevail with my Lord Treaſurer and the 
miniſtry to rife to the fame ſum, each of them, on this 
pious account, as my Lord Halifax has done on the pro- 
fane one, I am afraid there's no being at once a poet 
and a good Chriſtian; and I am very much ſtraitened 
between two, while the Whigs ſeem willing to contri. 
bute as much, to continue me the one, as you would, 


* This letter was wrote by Mr Pope in anſwer to one from Dr 
Swift, wherein he had jocoſely made an offer to his friend of a ſum 
of money, ex cauſa religicnis, or, in plain Engliſh, to induce Mr 
Pope to change his religion. Orrery.— It was never inſerted in 
any former edition of Swift's works. 
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to make me the other. But if you. can move every 
man in the government, who has above ten thouſand 
pounds a- year, to ſubſcribe as much as yourſelf, I ſhall 
become a convert, as moſt men do, when the Lord 
turns it to my intereſt. I know they have the truth of 
religion ſo much at beart, that they'd certainly give 
more to have one good ſubject tranſlated from Popery 
to the church of England, than twenty Heatheniſh au- 
thors out of any unknown tongue into ours. I there · 
fore commiſſion you, Mr De an, with full authority, to 
tranſact this affair in my name, and to propoſe as fol - 
lows. Firſt, That as to the head of our church, the 
Pope, I may engage to renounce his power, whenſoever 
I ſhall receive any particular indulgences from the head 
of your church, the Queen. fl hs 

As to communion in one kind, I ſhall alſo promiſe to 
change it for communion in both, as ſoon as the mini- 
ſtry will allow me. 

For invocations to ſaints, mine ſhall be turned to de- 
dications to ſinners, when I ſhall find the great ones of 
this world as willing to do me any good, as I believe 
thoſe of the other are. | 

' You ſee I ſhall not be obſtinate in the main points. 
But there is one article I muſt reſerve, and which you 
feemed not unwilling to allow me, prayer for the dead, 
There are people to whoſe ſouls I wiſh as well as to my 
own z and I muſt crave leave humbly to Jay. before 
them, that though the ſubſcriptions above mentioned 
will ſuffice for myſelt, there are neceſſary perquiſites and 
additions, which I muſt demand on the fcore of this 
charitable article. It is alſo to be conſidered, that the 
greater part of thoſe whoſe fouls I am moſt concerned 
for, were unfortunately heretics, ſchiſmatics, poets, 
painters, or perſons of ſuch lives and manners, as few 
or no churches are willing to ſave. The expence will 
therefore be the greater to make an cffeQual proviſion 
for the ſaid fouls. | 5 

Old Dryden, though a Roman Catholic, was a poet; 
and it is revealed in the viſions of ſome ancient ſaints, 
that no poet was ever ſaved under ſome hundred of 
maſſes. I cannot ſet his delivery from purgatory at leis 
than fifty pounds Sterling. P 


Walſh 
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Walſh was not only a Socinian, but (what you'll 
own is harder to be ſaved) a Whig, He cannot mo- 
deſtly be rated at leſs than an hundred. 

L'Eſtrange being a Tory, we compute him but at 
twenty pounds; which I hope no friend of the party 
can deny to give, to keep him from damning in the 
next life, conſidering they never gave him ſixpence to 
keep him from ſtarving in this. | | 

All this together amounts to one hundred and ſeventy 

unds. | 
" the next place, I muſt deſire you to repreſent, that 
there are ſeveral of my friends yet living, whom I de- 
ſign, God willing, to outlive, in conſideration of lega- 
cies; out of which it is a doctrine in the reformed 
church, that not a farthing ſhall be allowed to fave 
their ſouls who gave them. 

There is one * who will die within theſe few 
months, with e one Mr Jervas, who hath grie- 
 vouſly offended in making the likeneſs of almoſt all 
things in heaven above and earth below; and one Mr 
Gay, an unbappy youth, who writes paſtorals during 
the time of divine ſervice ; whoſe caſe is the more de- 
plorable, as he hath miſerably laviſhed away all that 
filver he ſhould have reſerved for his ſoul's health, in 
buttons and loops for his coat. | 

I cannot pretend to have theſe people honeſtly ſaved 
under - ſome hundred pounds, whether you conſider the 
difficulty of ſuch a work, or the extreme love and ten- 
dernels I bear them, which will infallibly make me puſh 
this charity as far as I am able. There is but one more 
whoſe ſalvation I inſiſt upon, and then I have done: 
but indeed it may prove of fo much greater charge than 
all the reſt, that I will only lay the caſe before you and 
the miniſtry, and leave to their prudence and generoſi - 

ty, what ſum they ſhall think fit to beſtow upon it. 

The perſon I mean, is Dr Swift, a dignified cler- 
gyman, but one, who, by his own confeſſion, has com- 
poſed more libels than ſermons, If it be true, what I 
have heard often affirmed by ir nocent people, That too 
much wit is dangerous to ſalvation, this unfortunate 
gentleman muſt certainly be damned to all eternity. 
But I hope his long experience in the world, and fre- 

: quent 
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quent converſation with great men, will cauſe him (as 
it has ſome others) to have leſs and leſs wit every day. 
Be it as it will, I ſhould not think my own ſoul deſerved 
to be ſaved, if I did not endeavour to fave his; for I 
have all the obligations in nature to him. He has 
brought me into better company than I cared for, made 
me merrier when I was fick than I had a mind to be, 
and put me upon making poems, on HAY that he 
might alter them, Sc. 
I once thought I could never have diſcharged my debt 
to his kindneſs; but have lately been informed, to my 
. unſpeakable comfort, that I have more than paid it all, 
For Monſ. de Montagne has aſſured me, © that the per- 
6% ſon who. receives a benefit, obliges the giver: for 
ſince the chief endeavour of one friend is to do good to 
the other, he who adminiſters both the matter and oc- 
Caſion, is the man'who is liberal. At this rate it is im- 
poſſible Dr Swift ſhould be ever out of my debt, as mat- 
ters ſtand already: and for the future, he may. expect 
"pay more obligations from 


His moſt faithful, affeRionate, 
e ſervant, 


A. PoPE. 


I have finiſhed the Rape of the Treks but I believe I 


may ſtay here till Chriſtmas, without hindrance of bu · 
ſineſs. 


r II. 
Mr PoE to Dr Swirr. 


June 18. 1714. 

Hatever apologies it might become me to make 

at any other time for writing to you, I ſhall uſe 
none now, toa man who has owned himſelf as ſplenetic 
as a cat in the country, In that circumſtance, I know 
by experience, a letter is a very uſeful, as well as amu- 
ling thing. If you are too buſied in ſtate-affairs to read 
it, yet you may ſind entertainment in folding it into di- 
vers figures ; either doublipg it into a pyramidical, or 


twiſting 
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twiſting it into a ſerpentine form; or, if your diſpoſition 
ſhould not be ſo mathematical, in taking it with you to 
that place where men of ſtudious minds are apt to fit 
longer than ordinary; where, after an abrupt diviſion 
of the paper, it may not be unpleaſant to try to ſit and 
rejoin the broken lines together. All theſe amuſements 
Jam no ſtranger to in the country; and doubt not but, 
by this time, you begin to reliſh them in your preſent. 
contemplative ſituation, | 

1 remember a man who was thought to have ſome 
knowledge in the world, uſed to affirm, that no people 
in town ever complained they were forgotten by their. 
friends in the country. But my increaſing experience 
convinces me he was miſtaken ; for I find a great many 
here grievouſly complaining of you upon this ſcore. I 
am told further, that you treat the few you correſpond 
with, in a very arrogant ſtyle; and tell them, you admire 
at their inſolence in diſturbing your meditations, or even 
inquiring of your retreat *: but this I will not poſitive- 
ly aſſert, becauſe I never received any ſuch inſulting e- 
piſtle from you. My Lord Oxford ſays, you have not 
written to him once ſince you went. But this perhaps 
may be only policy in him or you ; and I, who am half 
a Whig, muſt not entirely credit any thing he affirms. 
At Button's it is reported you are gone to Hanover, and 
that Gay goes only on an embaſly to you. Others ap- 
prehend ſome dangerous ſtate-treatiſe from your retire» 
ment; and a wit who affects to imitate Balſac, ſays, 
that the miniſtry now are like thoſe Heathens of old 
who received their oracles from the woods. The gen- 
tlemen of the Roman-Catholic perſuaſion are not un- 
willing to credit me, when I whiſper, that you are gone 
to meet ſome Jeſuits commiſſioned from the court of 
Rome, in order to ſettle the moſt convenient methods 
to be taken for the coming of. the pretender. Dr Ar- 
buthnot is ſingular in his opinion, and imagines your on- 
ly deſign is to attend at full leiſure to the life and ad- 


* Some time before the death of Q. Anne, when her miniſters 
were quarrelling, and the Dean could not reconcile them, he retired 
to a friend's houſe in Berkſhire, and never ſaw them after, Dub. eit. 
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ventures of Scriblerus'®. This indeed muſt be granted 
of greater importance than all the reſt; and I wiſh I 
could promile fo well of you. The top of my own am- 
bition is to contribute to that great work, and I ſhall 
tranſlate Homer by the by. Mr Gay has acquainted 
you what progreſs I have made in it. I can't name Mr 
Gay, without all the acknowledgments which 1 ſhall 
ever owe you on his account. If 1 writ this in verſe, I 
would tell you, you are like the ſun; and while men 
imagine you to be retired or abſent, are hourly exert- 
ing your indulgence, and bringing things to maturity 
for their advantage. OF all the world, you are the 
man (without flattery) who ferve your friends with the 
Jeaft oftentation ; it is almoſt ingratitude to thank you, 
conſidering your temper ; and this is the period of all 
my letter which I fear you will think the moſt imperti- 
nent. Jam, with the trueſt affection, 


Tours, &c, | 


N III. 


From Dr S W IF T to Mr Pore. 


Dublin, June 28. 1715, 

Y Lord Biſhop of Clogher + gave me your kind 
letter, full of reproaches for my not writing. I 

am naturally no very exact correſpondent ; and when I 
leave a country without probability of returning, I 
think as ſeldom as I can of what I loved or eſteemed in 
it, to avoid the defiderium which of all things makes 
life moſt uneaſy, But you muſt give me leave to add 


* This project (in which the principal perſons engaged were Dr 
Arbuthnot, Dr Swift, and Mr Pope) was, to write a complete ſatire 
in proſe upon the abuſes in every branch of ſcience, compriſed in the 
hiſtory of the life and writings of Scriblerus: Of which only ſome 
detached parts and fragments were done; ſuch as, the Memoirs of 
Scriblerus, the Travels of Gulliver, the Treatiſe of the profound, the 
literal Criticiſms on Virgil, &c. Warb, 4 

1 Dr St George ah, formerly a fellow of Trinity college, Dub- 
I'n, (to whom the Dean was a pupil), afterwards Biſhop of Clogter, 
aug trauſlated to the fee of Derry in 1716-17, Dab, edit. 
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one thing; that you talk at your eaſe, being wholly un- 
concerned in public events: for if your friends the 
Whigs continue, you may hope for ſome favour ; if the 
Tories return, you are at leaſt ſure of quiet. You know 
how well I loved both Lord Oxford and Bolingbroke, 
and how dear the Duke of Ormend is to me. Do you 
imagine I can be eaſy while their enemies are endea- 
vouring to take off their heads? I nunc, et werſus tecum 
meditare canorcs. Do you imagine I can be eaſy, 
when I think of the probable conſequences of theſe pro- 
cecdings, perhaps upon the very peace of the nation, but 
certainly. of the minds of fo many hundred thouſand 


good ſubjects? Upon the whole, you may truly attri- 
bute my ſilence to the eclipſe, but it was that eclipſe 


which happened on the iſt of Auguſt. w 

I borrowed your Homer from the Biſhop, (mine is 
not yet Janded), and read it out in two evenings. If 
it pleaſeth others as well as me, you have got your end 
in profit and reputation. Yet I am angry at ſome bad 
rhymes and triplets ; and pray in your next do not Jet 
me have ſo mauy unjuſtihable rhymes to «var and gods. 
I tell you all the faults I know ; only in one or two 
places you are a little obſcure ; but I expected you to be 
ſo in one or two and twenty. I have heard no foul 
talk of it here, for indeed it is not come over; nor do 
we very much abound in judges, at leaſt I have not the 
honour to be acquainted with them. Your notes are 


perfectly good, and ſo are your preface and eſſay. You 


were pretty bold in mentioning Lord Bolingbroke in 
that preface. I ſaw the key to the Lock but yeſterday : 
I think you have changed it a good deal, to adapt it to 
the preſent times, *. a 
God be thanked, I have yet no parliamentary buſi- 
neſs; and if they have none with me, I ſhall never ſeek 
their acquaintance. I have not been very fond of them 


for ſome years paſt, not when I thought them tolerably 
good; and therefore, if I can get leave to be abſent, 


* Put theſe two laſt obſervations together, and it will appear, that 
Mr Pope was neither wanting to his friends for fear of party, nor 
would inſult a miniſtry to humour his friends. He ſaid of bimſelf, 
and I believe he faid truly, that he never wrote a line to gratify the a» 
&imoſity of any one party at the expence of anther. Wark 
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I ſhall be much inclined to be on that fide, when there 
is a parliament on this. But truly I muſt be a little 
eaſy in my mind before I can think of Scriblerus. 

- You are to underſtand, that I live in the corner of a 
vaſt unfurniſhed houſe. My family conſiſts of a ſteward, 
a groom, a helper in the ſtable, a footman, and an old 
maid, who are all at board-wages ; and when I do not 
dine abroad, or make an entertainment, (which laſt is 
very rare), I eat a mutton-pye, and drink half a pint of 
wine. My amuſements are, defending my ſmall domi- 
nions againſt the Archbiſhop, and endeavouring to re- 
duce my rebellious choir. Perditur bæc inter miſero lux. 
I defire you will preſent my humble ſervice to Mr Addi- 
fon, Mr Congreve, and Mr Rowe, and Gay. I am, 
and will be always, extremely 

| Your 4s &. 


L T Tn W. 
Mr Pors % Dr SwIrr. 


| | TE June 20. 1716. 

Cannot ſuffer a friend to croſs the Iriſh-ſeas, without 
bearing a teſtimony from me of the conſtant eſteem 
and affection I am both obliged and inclined; to have for 
you. It is better he ſhould tell you than I, how often 
you are in our thoughts, and in our cups, and how I 
learn to fleep leſs ®, and drink more, whenever you are 
named among us. I look upon a friend in Ireland, as 
upon a friend in the other world, whom (Popiſhly ſpeak - 
ing) I believe conſtantly well diſpoſed towards me, and 
ready to do me all the good he can, in that ſtate of ſe- 
paration, though I hear nothing from him, and make 
addreſſes to him but very rarely. A Proteſtant divine 
cannot take it amiſs, that I treat him in the ſame man- 
ner with my patron faint. +3 

I can tell you no news, but what you will not ſuffi- 
ciently wonder at, that I ſuffer many things as an au- 
thor militant ; whereof, in your days of probation, you 
have been a ſharer, or you had not arrived to that tri- 


* Alluding to bis conflant cuſtow of ſleeping after dinner. Ward. 
| Tha umphant 
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umphant ſtate you now deſervedly enjoy in the church. 
As for me, I have not the leaſt hopes of the cardinalet, 
though I ſuffer for my religion in almoſt every weekly 
paper. I have begun to take a pique at the pſalms of 
David, if the wicked may be credited, who have printed 
a ſcandalous one in my name. This report I dare 
not diſcourage too much, in a proſpe I have at preſent 
of a poſt under the Marquis de Langallerie ; wherein 
if I can but do ſome ſignal ſervice againſt the Pope, I 
may be conſiderably advanced by the Turks, the only 
religious people I dare conſide in. If it ſhould happen 
| hereafter, that I ſhould write for the holy law of Maho- 
met, I hope it may make no breach between you and 
me. Every one muſt live, and I beg you will not be the 
man to manage the controverſy againſt me. The church 
of Rome I judge (from many modern ſymptoms, as well 
as ancient prophecies) to be in a declining condition; 
that of England will in a ſhort time be ſcarce able to 
maintain her own family: ſo churches fink as generally 
as banks in Europe, and for the ſame reaſon ; that reli- 
gion and trade, which at firſt were open and free, have 
been reduced into the management of companies, and 
the roguery of directors. 

I don't know why I tell you all this, but that I al- 
ways loved to talk to you; but this is not a time for 
any man to talk to the purpoſe. Truth is a kind of 
contraband commodity, which I would not venture to 
export ; and therefore the only thing tending that dan- 
gerous way which I ſhall fay, is, that I am, and always 
will be, with the utmoſt ſincerity, 

Your's, &c. 


n 


From Dr SWI T 72 Mr POP E. 


Aug. 30. 1716. 
Had the favour of your's by Mr F.; of whom, before 
any other queſtion relating to your health or fortune, 


In Curl's collection. 
One who made a noiſe then, as Count Bonnval has done fince. 
B 3 or 


18 LETTERS TO AND Let. 5. 


or ſucceſs as a poet, I inquired your principles, in the 
common form, Is hea Whig, ora Tory? I am ſorry 
to find they are not ſo well tallied to the preſent junc · 
ture as I could wiſh. I always thought the terms of 
fads and jure had been introduced by the poets, and 
that poſſeſſion of any fort in kings was held an unex- 
ceptionable title in the courts of Parnaſſus. If you do 
not grow a perfect good ſubject in all its preſent lati- 
tudes, I ſhall conclude you are become rich, and able to 
live without dedications to men in power; whereby one 
great inconvenience will follow, that you, and the 
world, and poſterity, will be utterly ignorant of their 
virtues. For either your brethren have miſerably de- 
ceived us theſe hundred years paſt, or power confers 
virtue, as naturally as five of your Popiſh ſacraments do 
grace. You fleep leſs, and drink more; — but your 
maſter Horace was wini ſomnigue benignus: and, as I 
take it, both are proper for your trade. As to mine, 
there are a thouſand poetical texts to confirm the one; 
and. as to the other, I know it was anciently the cuſtom 
to ſleep in temples, for thoſe who would conſult the o- 
racles, Who dictates to me flumbering *,” c. 

You are an ill Catholic, or a worſe geographer ; for! 
can aſſure you, Ireland is not Paradiſe; and I appeal e- 
ven to any Spaniſh divine, whether addreſſes were ever 
made to a friend in hell, or purgatory ? And who are 
all theſe enemies you hint at? I can only think of Curl, 
Gildon, Squire Burnet, Blackmore, and a few others 
whoſe fame l have forgot. Tools, in my opinion, are as 
neceſſary for a good writer, as pen, ink, and paper. And 
beſides, I would fain know, whether every draper doth 
not ſhew you three or four damn'd pieces of ſtuff to ſet 
off his good one ? However, I will grant, that one tho- 
rough bookſelling - rogue is better qualified to vex an au- 
thor, than all his cotemporary ſcribblers in critic or ſa- 
tire, not only by ſtolen copies of what, was incorrect, or 
unfit for the public, but by downright laying other 
mens dulneſs at your door. I had a long defign upon the 
ears of that Curl, when I was in credit ; but the rogue 
would never allow me a fair ſtroke at them, although 


* Milton. 


my 


— 
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my pen knife was ready drawn and ſharp. I can hardly 
believe the relation of his being poiſoned, although the 
hiſtorian pretends to have been an eye-witneſs : but I 
beg pardon, ſack might do it, although ratſbane would 
not. I never ſaw the thing you mention as falſely im- 
puted to you; but I think the frolics of merry hours, 
even when we are guilty, ſhould not be left to the mer- 
cy of our beſt friends, until Curl and his reſemblers are 
hanged. | 

With ſubmiſſion to the better judgment ot you and 
your friends, I take your project of an employment un- 
der the Turks to be idle and unneceſſary. Have a little 
patience, and you will find more merit and encourage- 
ment at home by the ſame methods. You are ungrate- 
ful to your country ; quit but your own religion, and 
ridicule ours, and that will allow you a free choice for 
any other, or for none at all, and pay you well into 
the bargain. Therefore pray do not run and diſgrace 
us among the Turks, by telling them you were foreed 
to leave your native home, becauſe we would oblige 
you to be a Chriſtian ; whereas we will make it appear 
to all the world, that we only compelled you to be a 
Whig. | 

There is a young ingenious Quaker in this town, who- 
writes verſes to his miſtreſs, not very correct, but in a 
ſtrain purely what a poetical Quaker ſhould do, com- 
mending her look and habit, &c. It gave mea hint, 
that a ſet of Quaker paſtorals might ſucceed, if our 
friend Gay * could fancy it, and | think it a fruitful 
ſubject. Pray hear what he ſays. I believe further, 
the paſtoral ridicule is not exhauſted ; and that a pore 
ter, foot man, or chairman's paſtoral] F might do well. 
Or what think you of a Newgate paſtoral, among the 
whores and thieves there ? 

Laſtly, to conclude, I love you never the worſe for 
ſeldom writing to you. Iam in an obſcure ſcene, where 
you know neither thing nor perſon. I can only anſwer 
your's which I promiſe to do after a fort, whenever 

Gay wrote a paſtoral of this kind, which is publiſhed in bis 
works. Warb. 

7 Swift himſelf wrote one of this kind, intitled, Dermot and Sbee- 
lah. Sce it in vol. 6. p. 189. 
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you think fit to employ me. But I can aſſure you, the 
ſcene and the times have depreſſed me wonderfully ; for 
I will impute no defe to thoſe two paltry years which 
have flipt by fince I had the happineſs to ſee you. Iam, 
with the trueſt eſteem, 


Your's, &c. 


2; 43% «5 ws 3H EA © "Hed 
From Dr SwizT to Mr Pops. 4 


| | Dablin, Jan. 10. 1721. 
X Thoufand things have vexed me of late years, up- 
on which I am determined to lay open my mind, 
to you. I rather chuſe to appeal to you than 2 10 
or 


This letter Mr Pope never received, nor did he believe it was 
ever ſent. Pope and PVarb. | 
+ This letter deſerves the greater attention, as it feems to furniſh 
more materials of Dr Swift's life and principles, than any other of 
his epiſtolary writings. The lette breathes an air of ſincerity and 
freedom, and is addreſſed to a particular friend, at a time when the 
views of ambition were at an end. It may therefore be conſidered as 
a confeſſion of one departing from this world, who only is deſirous 
to vindicate his own character, and is anxious that his'aſhes may reſt 
in peace. | 
It was written immediately after the arbitrary eonduct of a judge 
in Ireland, who endeavoured to deſtroy the freedom of juries, and 
conſequently the very eſſence of that liberty and ſafety which we have 
a right to poſſeſs by the conſtitution of our ſtate. Swift very gene- 
rouſiy declares himſelf ayerſe to all rigorous proceedings againſt per- 
ſons ſuſpected of problematical guilt, 4 By ſuch ſtrict inquiries,” 
ſays he, © a gate is left open to the whole tribe of informers ; the 
* moſt accurſed, proſtitute, and abandoned race, that God ever per- 
« mitted to plague mankind.” Upon this ſubject I cannot avoid re- 
collecting fome particulars from a book, which has lately given me 
great delight and inſtruction, and which I recommend very warmly 
to your peruſal. I mean L'eſprit des laix. The author, M. de 
Monteſquieu. obſerves, * that informers have been chiefly encou- 
« raged under the moſt tyrannical governments. in the reign of Ti- 
« berjus triumphal ornaments were conferred upon them, and ſtatues 
« erected to their honour. In the reign of Nero, upon the diſcovery 
« and puniſhment of a pretended conſpiracy, triumphal dignities were 
« allotted to Turpitianus, Cocceius Nerva, and Tigillinus,” In an- 
other 
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Lord Chief Juſtice Whitſhed, under the ſitvation I am 

in. For I take this cauſe properly to lie before you. 

You are a much fitter judge of what concerns the Er- 
3 "Y 


other part of his book, the Baron de Montefquieu takes notice, © that 
« in Turkey, where little regard is ſhewn to the honour, lives, or 
« eſtates of the ſubject, all cauſes are determined by the preſiding Ba- 
© ſhaw: and in Rome, the judges had no more to do than to declare, 
« that the perſon accuſed was puilty of a particular crime, and then 
« the puniſhment was found in the laws.“ From theſe, and other. 
examples of arbitrary government, this elegant author takes a parti- 
cular pleaſure in diſtinguiſhing and admiring the civil conſtitution of 
England; where, he ſays, ** the jury determine, whether the fact 
„ brought under their cogniſance, be proved or not; if it be proved, 
the judge pronounces the puniſhment inflicted by the law for ſuch 
« a particular fact: and for this,” adds the Baron, he need only 
« open their eyes.” But if M. de Monteſquieu had read Swift's 
letter, or indeed had recollected many notorious facts of our hiſtory, 
he muſt have obſerved, that the judges have been often deaf to the 
repeated voice of the jury, and have not only ſhut-their eyes againſt 
our excellent laws, but have aſſumed © that terrible and menacing 
air which Commodus ordered to be given to his ſtatues,” 

The method of trials by jnries, is generally looked upon as one 
of the moſt excellent branches of our conſtitution. In theory it cer- 
tainly appears in that light. According to the original eſtabliſhment, 
the jurors are to be men of competent fortunes in the neighbour- 
hood; and ate to be fo avowedly indifferent between the parties con- 
cerned, that no reaſonable exception can be made to them on either 
ſide. In treaſon, the perſon accuſed. has a right to challenge five and 
thirty, and in felony twenty, without ſhewing cauſe of challenge. 
Nothing can be more equitable. No priſoner can deſire a fairer field. 
But the misfortune is, that our juries are often com of men of 
mean eſtates, and low underſtandings. Many difficult points of law 
are brought before them, and ſubmitted to their verdict, when per- 
haps they are not capable of dctermining, properly and judiciouſly, 
ſuch nice matters of juſtice, although the judges of the court explain 
the nature of the caſe, and the law which ariſes upon it. But if 
they are not defective in knowledge, they are ſometimes, I fear, from 
their (tation and indigence, liable to corruption. This indeed is an 
objection more to the privilege Jodged with juries, than to the inſti- 
tution itſelf. The point moſt liable to objection, is the power which 
any one or more of the twelve have to ſlarve the reſt into a compli- 
ance with their opinion ; ſo that the verdict may poſlibly be given by 
ſtrength of conſtitution, not by conviction of conſcience; © ard 
«« wietches hang that jurymen may dine.” 

Ia this letter is moſt evidently diſplaved Swift's immutable attachment 
to Ircland. Such a kind of patriotiſm muſt have proceeded from a 
true love of liberty; for he hated individuals, and defpiſed moſt of 

the 


l 


that he has given us in the epiſtolary way. Orrery, 
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of a writer, the injuries that are done him, and the re- 
parations he ought to receive. Beſides, I doubt whe- 


ther the arguments I could ſuggeſt to prove my own in- 
nocence, would be of much weight from the gentlemen 
of the long robe to thoſe in furs, upon whoſe deciſion, 
about the difference of ſtyle or ſentiments, J ſhould be 
very unwilling to leave the merits of my cauſe. 

Give me leave then to put you in mind, (although 
you cannot eaſily forget it), that, about ten weeks be- 
fore the Queen's death, I left the town, .upon occaſion 
of that incurable breach among the great men at court, 


and went down to Berkſhire ; where you may remem- 


the men of property and power in that kingdom : he owed them no 
obligations; and while by his writings he laboured to make their 
poſterity happy, he forced from themſelves an involuntary, but uni- 
verſal applauſe. His conduct was ſo uniform and conſtant in the 
cauſe of Ireland, that he not only gained the praiſe, but the confi- 
dence of that whole nation; who are a people ſeldom, if ever, in- 
elined to ſtudy and purſue their own intercſt, and who are always ex- 
ceedingly apt to ſuſpe any advice that is contrary, or in defiance to 
a miniſterial direction. ; 
Swift's principles of government ſcem to have been founded upon 
that excellent maxim, Salus populi ſuprema eſt lex. He begins by 
clearing himſelf from Jacobitiſm. He ſpeaks of the revolution as a 
nece ſſaty, but dangerous expedient, which has ſince been attended 
with nnavoidable bad conſequences. ' He declares bis mortal antipa- 
thy to landing armies in time of peace. He adores the wiſdom of 
that inſtitution which rendered our parliaments annual. He prefers 


the landed to the moneyed intereſt, and expreſſes a'noble abhorrence 


to the ſuſpenſion of thoſe laws upon which the liberty of the ſubject 
depends, When theſe articles of his political tenets are examined, 
they will leave no room for any one particular party to aſſume the 
honour of having bad him in their alliance, He was neither Whig 
nor Tory, neither Jacobite nor Republican, He was Dr Swift. 

His judgment in relation to the viſible decay of literature and good 
ſenſe, is perfectly juſt. He attributes this national calamity to the 


prevailing luxury of the times; which he inſtances in the encourage- 


ment of ions, and of ſeveral public diverſions, all tending to the 
increaſe of folly, ignorance, and vice. His ſentiments are delivered 
more with the air of a philoſopher than of a divine: and the conclu- 
fion of the letter is ſo proper and ſo excellent a defence of his own 
manner of acting and thinking, that, in regatd to his memory, I 
muſt be at the trouble of tranſcribing it. [Here the laſt paragraph 


of the letter is inſerted. ]. 


In ſhort, this letter is one of the moſt ſerious and beſt performances 
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ber that you gave me the favour of a viſit. While 1 
was in that retirement, I writ a diſcourſe which I thought 
might be uſeful in ſuch a junQure of affairs, and ſent it 
up to London; but, upon ſome difference in opinion be- 
tween me and a certain great miniſter now abroad, the 
publiſhing of it was deferred ſo long, that the Queen 
died ; and I recalled my copy, which hath been ever 
ſince in ſafe hands. In a few weeks after the loſs of 
that excellent princeſs, I came to my ſtation here; 
where I have continued ever ſince in the greateſt priva- 
cy, and utter ignorance of thoſe events which are moſt 
commonly talked of in the world. I neither know the 
names nor number of the Royal family which now 
reigns, further than the prayer-book informs me. I 
cannot tell who is chancellor, who are ſecretaries, nor 
with what nations we are in peace or war. And this 
manner of life was not taken up out of any fort of af- 
fectation, but merely to avoid giving offence, and for 
fear of provoking party-zeal. 

I had indeed written ſome memorials of the four laſt 
years of the Queen's reign, with ſome other informa- 
tions which I received, as neceſſary materials to qualify 
me for doing ſomething in an employment then deſigned 
me * : but, as it was at the diſpoſal of a perſon who 
had not the ſmalleſt ſhare of ſteadineſs or ſincerity, I 
diſdained to accept it. 

Theſe papers, at my few bours of health and leiſure, 
I have been digeſting into order by one ſheet at a time 4 
for I dare not venture any further, leſt the humour of 


_* Hiſtoriographer. | 

+ Theſe papers ſome years after were brought finiſhed by the Dean 
into England, with an intention to publiſh them, But a friend on 
whoſe judgment he relied, (the ſame I ſuppoſe whom he mentions a+ 
bove, as being abroad at the time of writivg this letter), diſſuaded him 
from that deſign. He told the Dean, there were ſeveral ſacts he 
knew to be falſe, and that the whole was ſo much in the fpirit of 
party-writing, that though it might have made a ſeaſonable pamphlet 


n the time of their adminiſtration, it was a diſhonour to juſt hiſtory. 


The Dean would do nothing againſt bis friend's judgment; yet it ex- 
tremely chagrined him: and he told a common friend, that fince 
* * did not approve his hiſtory, he would caſt it into the fire, though 
it was the beſt work he had ever written. However, it did not un- 


| dergo this fate, and is ſaid ro be yet in being: Wart. 


ſearching 
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ſearching and ſeizing papers ſhould revive ; not that 1 
am in pain of any danger to myſelf, (for they contain 
nothing of preſent times or perſons, upon which I ſhall 
never loſe a thought while there is a cat or a ſpaniel in 
the houſe), but to preſerve them from being loſt among 
meſſengers and clerks. | 
I have written in this kingdom, a diſcourſe to per- 
ſoade the wretched people to wear their own manufac- 
tures inſtead of thoſe from England . This treatiſe 
ſoon ſpread very faſt, being agreeable to the ſentiments 
- of the whole nation, except of thoſe gentlemen who had 
employments, or were expectants. Upon which a per- 
fon in great office bere immediately took the alarm. He 
ſent in haſte for the Chiet Juſtice, and informed him of 
a ſeditious, factious, and virulent pamphlet, lately pu- 
bliſhed, with a deſign of ſetting the two kingdoms at 
variance; directing at the ſame time, that the printer 
ſhould be proſecuted with the utmoſt rigour of law. The 
Chief Juſtice bad fo quick an underſtanding, that he re- 
folved, if poſſible, to outdo his orders. The grand 
juries. of the county and city were practiſed effectually 
with, to repreſent the ſaid pamphlet with all aggrava- 
ting epithets ; for which they bad thanks ſent them from 
England; and their preſentments publiſhed for ſeveral 
weeks in all the news-papers. The printer was ſeized, 
and forced to give preat bail. After his trial the jury 
brought him in not guilty, although they had been 
culled with the utmoſt induſtry ; the Chief Juſtice ſeat 
them back nine times, and kept them eleven hours, un- 
til being perfectly tired out, they were forced to leave 
the matter to the mercy of the judge, by what they 
call a ſpecial verdict. During the trial, the Chief Ju- 
ſtice, among other ſingularities, Jaid his hand on his 
breaſt, and proteſted ſolemnly, that the author's deſign 
was to bring in the pretender ; although there was not 
a ſingle ſyllable of party in the whole treatiſe, and al - 
though it was known, that the moſt eminent of thoſe 
who profeſſed his own principles, publicly diſallowed his 
proceedings, But the cauſe being ſo very odious and 
 Impopular, the trial of the verdi& was deferred from 


* A propoſal for the univerſal uſe of Ixiſh manufaQures, vol. 3. 
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one term to another, until, upon the Duke of G ft — 
the Lord Lieutenant's arrival, his Grace, after mature 


advice, and permiſſion from England, was pleaſed to 


rant a Noli 6-1 71 
, This is 42 remarkable, becauſe it is faid that 
the man is no ill decider in common caſes of property, 
where party is out of the queſtion : but when that in- 
tervenes, with ambition at heels to puſh it forward, it 
muſt needs confound any man of little ſpirit and low 
birth, who hath no other endowment than that fort of 
knowledge, which, however poſſeſſed in the higheſt de- 
gree, can poſſibly give no one good quality to the 
mind “. 7 | 
It is true, I have been much concerned for ſeveral 
years paſt, upon account of the public as well as for my» 
ſelf, to ſee how ill a taſte for wit and ſenſe prevails in the 
world, which politics, and South-ſea, and party, and 
opera's, and maſquerades, have introduced, For, be- 
ſides many inſipid papers which the malice of ſome hath 
intitled me to, there are many perſons appearing to wiſh 
me well, and pretending to be judges of my ſtyle and 
manner, who have yet aſcribed ſome writings to me, 
of which any man of common ſenſe and literature would 


be heartily aſhamed. I cannot forbear inſtancing a trea» 


® This is a very range aſſertion. To geals that, þ,confirnante 
=# knowledge of the laws, by which civilized ſocieties are governed, can 
4 2 #9 one good quality to ihe mind, is making ethics (of which public 
ſaus are ſo conſiderable a part) a very unprofitable ſtudy. The beſt 
diviſiou of the ſciences is that old one of Plato, into ethics, phyſics, 
and logic. The ſeverer philoſophers condemn a total application to 
the two latter, becauſe they have no tendency to mend the heart; 
and recommend the firſt as our principal ſtudy, for its efficacy in this 
important ſervice. And, ſure, if any human ſpeculations can mend 
© che heart, they muſt be thoſe which have man for their object, as 
© a reaſonable, a ſocial, and a civil being. And theſe are all included 
under ethics, whether you call the ſcience morality or law. And 
with regard to the law of England, we muſt be much prejudiced a- 
gainſt it, not to allow, that what Tully affirms concerning the law of 
the twelve tables, may with more juſtice be applied to ours. Fremant 
omnes licet, dicam quod ſentio : bibliothecas mehercule omnium philcſe- 
Phorum, unum mihi videtur Pandettarum volumen, et authoritatis pondere 
ct utilitazis ubertate, page But the beſt proof of its moral cffica- 
cy, is the manners of its profeſſors: and theſe, in every age, have 
been ſuch as were the firſt improved, or the laſt corrupted, Foard, 
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tiſe called a Dedication upon dedications, which many would 
have to be mine; although it be as empty, dry, and 
ſervile a compoſition, as I remember at any time to have 
read. But, above all, there is one circumſtance which 
makes it impoſſible for me to have been author of a 
treatiſe, wherein there are ſeveral pages containing a 
panegyric on King George; of whole character and per- 
{on I am utterly ignorant, nor ever bad once the curi- 
olity to inquire into either, living at ſo great a diſtance 
as I do, and having long done with whatever can relate 
to public matters, | 
Indeed, I have formerly delivered my thoughts very 
freely, whether I were aſked or no; but never affected 
to be a counſellor, to which I had no manner of call. 
I was humbled enough to ſee myſelf fo far outdone by 
the Earl of Oxford in my own trade as a ſcholar, and 
too good a courtier not to diſcover his contempt of thoſe 
who would be men of importance out of their ſphere. 
Beſides, to ſay the truth, although I have known many 
t miniſters ready enough to hear opinions, yet I 
have hardly ſeen one that would ever deſcend to take 
advice: and this pedantry ariſeth from a maxim them- 
ſelves do not believe at the ſame time they practiſe by it, 
That there is ſomething profound in politics, which 
men of plain honeſt ſenſe cannot arrive to. 8 
: I only wiſh my endeavours had ſucceeded better in 
the great point I had at heart, which was that of re- 
conciling the miniſters to each other. This might have 
been done, if others who had more concern and more 
influence, would have acted their parts; and if this had 


ſucceeded, the public intereſt, both of church and ſtate, I 
would not have been the worſe, nor the Proteſtant ſuc- 


ceſſion endangered. 


But, whatever opportunities a conſtant attendance i 


of four years might have given me for endeavouring to 


do, you offices to particular perſons, I deſerve at leaſt 
to find tolerable quarter from thoſe of the other party ; 


for many of which I was a conſtant advocate with the 3M 


Earl of Oxford; and for this I appeal to his Lordſhip. # 
He knows how often I preſſed him in favour of Mr Ad- 
difon, Mr Congreve, Mr Rowe, and Mr Steele; al- 
though 1 freely confeſs, that his Lordſhip's kindneſs to 


them 
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them was altogether owing to his generous notions, and 
the eſteem he had for their wit and parts, of which I 
could only pretend to be a remembrancer. For I can 
never forget the anſwer he gave to the late Lord Hali- 
fax, who, upon the firlt change of the miniſtry, inter- 
ceded with him to ſpare Mr Congreve, It was by re- 
peating theſe two lines of Virgil, 


Nen obtuſa adeo geſtamus pectora Pani, 
Nec tam averſus equos Tyria Sol jungit ab urbe, 


Purſuant to which he always treated Mr Congreve with 
the greateſt perſonal civilities, affuring him of his con- 
ſtant favour and protection; and adding, that he would 
ſtudy to do ſomething better for him. | 
I remember it was in thoſe times a uſual ſubje& of 
raillery towards me among the miniſters, That I never 
came to them without a Whig in my ſleeve; which I 
do not ſay with any view towards making my court: 
for the new principles * fixed to thoſe of that denomi- 
nation, I did then, and do now from my heart abhor, 
deteſt, and abjure, as wholly degenerate from their 
predeceſſors. I have converſed in ſome freedom with 
more miniſters of ſtate of all parties than uſually hax- 
pens to men of my level; and I confeſs, in their capa- 
city as miniſters, I look upon them as a race of 3 
whoſe acquaintance no man would court, otherwiſe than 
upon the ſcore of vanity or ambition. The firſt quick - 
ly wears off, (and is the vice of low minds; for a man 


4 of ſpirit is too proud to be vain), and the other was 


not my caſe. Beſides, having never received more than 
one ſmall favour, I was under no neceſſity of being a 
ſlave to men in power; but choſe my friends by their 


TX perſonal merit, without examining how far their no- 


tions agreed with the politics then in vogue. I fre- 
quently converſed with Mr Addifon, and the others 1 
named, (except Mr Steele), during all my Lord Oxford's 


> FX miniftry ; and Mr Addiſon's friendſhip ta me continued 
7 inviolable, with as much kindneſs as when we uſed to 


He means particularly the principle at that time charged npor 
them by their enemies, of an intention to proſcribe the 2 
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meet at my Lord Sommers or Halifax, who were 
leaders of the oppoſite party. 

I would infer from all this, that it is with great in- 
juſtice I have theſe many years been pelted by your 
pamphleteers, merely upon account of ſome regard 
which the Queen's laſt miniſters were pleaſed to have 
for me: and yet in my conſcience I think I am a pare 
taker in every ill defign they had againſt the Proteſtant 
ſucceſſion, or the libertics and religion of their country ; 
and can ſay with Cicero, © that I ſhould be proud to be 
„included with them in all their actions, tanguam in 
t equo Trejano. But if I have never diſcovered, by my 
words, writings, or actions, any party-virulence , or 
dangerous deſigus againſt the preſent powers; if my 
friendſhip and converſation were equally ſhewn among 
thoſe who liked or diſproved the proceedings then at 
court, and that I was known to be a common friend of 
all deſerving perſons of the latter fort, when they were 
in diſtreſs; I cannot but think it hard, that I am not 
ſuffered to run quietly among the common herd of peo- 
ple, whoſe opinions unfortunately differ from thoſe 
which lead to favour and preferment. | 

I ought to let you know, that the thing we called a 
Whig in England, is a creature altogether different 
from thoſe of the ſame denominatian here; at leaſt it 
was ſo during the reign of her late Majeſty. Whether 
thoſe on your fide have changed or no, it hath not been 
my buſineſs to inquire. I remember my excellent friend 
Mr Addiſon, when he firſt came over hither ſecretary to 
the Earl of Wharton, then Lord Lieutenant, was ex- 
tremely offended at the conduct and diſcourſe of the 
chief managers here. He told me, they were a ſort of 
people who ſeemed to think, that the principles of a 
Whig conſiſted in nothing elſe but damning the church, 
reviling the clergy, abetting the diſſenters, and ſpeaking 
contemptibly of revealed religion. | 

I was diſcourſing ſome years ago with a certain mini- 


Lord Sommers had very warmly recommended Pr Swift to the 
favour of Lord Wharton, when he went the Queen's Lieutenant into 
| Per ye year 3709: arb. ge 
e Examiners, I ſu were not then publſhed am the 
Dean's works. Wark. _—_ wah a * 
** : ſer 
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ſter about that — * or Fanatical genius ſo preva- 


lent among the Engliſh of this kingdom: his Lordſhip 
accounted for it by that number of Cromwell's ſoldiers, 
adventurers eſtabliſhed here, who were all of the ſoureſt 
leaven, and the meaneſt birth, and whoſe poſterity are 
now in poſſeſſion of their lands and their principles. 
However, it muſt be confeſſed, that of late ſome people 
in this country are grown weary of quarrelling, becauſe 
intereſt, the great motive of quarrelling, is at an end; 


for it is hardly worth contending who ſhall be an ex- 


cifeman, a country-vicar, a erier in the courts, or an 
under-clerk. | | | 

You will perhaps be inclined to think, that a perſon 
ſo ill treated as I have been, muſt, at ſome time or other, 
have diſcovered very dangerous opinions in government. 
In anſwer to which, I will tell you what my political 
principles were in the time of her late glorious Majeſty, 
which I never contradicted by any action, writing, or dif- 
courſe, 

Firſt, 1 always declared myſelf againſt a Popiſh ſuc- 
ceſſor to the crown, whatever title he might have by 
the proximity of blood. Neither did I ever regard the 
right line, except upon two accounts; firſt, as it was 
eſtabliſhed by law; and, ſecondly, as it hath much 
weight in the opinions of the people: for neceſlity may 
aboliſh any la, but cannot alter the ſentiments of the 
vulgar ; right of inheritance being perhaps the moſt po- 
pular of all topics: and therefore in great changes, when 
that is broke, there will remain much hearr-burning 
and diſcontent among the meaner people, which, under 
a weak prince and corrupt adminiſtration, may have the 
worſt conſequences upon the peace of any ſtate. 
As to what is called a revolution-principle, my opi- 
nion was this, That whenever thoſe evils which uſually 
attend and follow a violent change of government, were 
not in probability ſo pernicious as the grievances we 
ſuffer under a preſent power, then the public good will 
juſtify ſuch a revolution. And this I took to have been 
the caſe in the Prince of Orange's expedition; although 
in the conſequences it produced ſome very bad effects, 
which are likely to ſtick long enough by us. 

I bad likewiſe in thoſe days a mortal antipathy againſt 
| | C 3 ſtanding 


30 LETTERS TO AND - Let.6, 


ſtanding armies in times of peace; becauſe I always 
took ſtanding armies to be only ſervants hired by the 


maſter of the family for keeping his own children in 
very; and becauſe I conceived, that a prince who 
could not think himſelf ſecure without mercenary troops, 
muſt needs have a ſeparate intereſt from that of his ſub- 
jets; although I am not ignorant of thoſe artificial 
neceſſities. which a corrupted miniſtry can create for 
keeping up forces to ſupport a faction againſt the public 
intereſt. | 
As to parliaments, I adored the wiſdom of that Go- 
thic inſtitution which made them annual; and I was 
confident our liberty could never be placed upon a firm 
foundation, until that ancient law were reſtored among 
us. For who ſees not, that while ſuch aſſemblies are 
permitted to have. a longer duration, there grows: up a 
commerce of corruption between the miniſtry and the 
deputies, wherein they both find their accounts, to the 


manifeſt danger of liberty? which traffic would neither {| 


anſwer the deſign nor expence, if parliaments met once 
a- year. | 

7 ever abominated that ſcheme of politics, (now about 
thirty years old), of ſetting up a moneyed intereſt in op- 
poſition to the landed. For I conceived there could 
not be a truer maxim in our government than this, That 
the poſſeſſors of the foil are the beſt judges of what is for 
the advantage of the kingdom, If others had thought, 
the ſame way, funds of credit and South-ſea projects 
would neither have been felt nor heard of. 

I could never diſcover the neceſlity of ſuſpending any 
law upon which the liberty of the moſt innocent per- 
fons depended ; neither do I think this practice hath 
made the taſte of arbitrary power ſo agreeable, as that 
we ſhould deſire to ſee it repeated. Every rebellion 
ſubdued and plot diſcovered, contribute to the firmer 
eſtabliſhment of the prince. Io the latter caſe the knot 
of conſpirators is entirely broke, and they are to begin 
their work anew under a thouſand diſadvantages : fo 
that thoſe diligent inquiries into remote and problema- 
_ . tical guilt, with a new power of inforcing them by 
chains and dungeons, to every perſon whoſe face a mini- 
fer thinks fit to diflike, are not orly oppoſite to that 

- Maxim, 
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maxim, which declareth it better that ten guilty men 


ſhould eſcape, than one innocent ſuffer ; but likewiſe 
leave a gate wide open to. the whole tribe of informers, 
the moſt accurſed, and proſtitute, and abandoned race, 
that God ever permitted to plague mankind. 

It is true the Romans had a cuſtom of chuſing a dic- 
tator, during whoſe adminiſtration the power of other 
magiſtrates was ſuſpended, But this was done upon the 
greateſt emergencies z a war near their doors, or ſome 
civil diſſenſion: for armies muſt be governed by arbitra- 
ry power. But when the virtue of that commonwealth 
gave place 1 vwes- and ambition, this very office of 
dictator became perpetual, in the perſons of the Cæſars 
and their ſucceſſors, the moſt infamous tyrants that have 
any where appeared in ſtory. . 

Theſe are ſome of the ſentiments I had relating to 
public affairs, while I was in the world, What they are 
at preſent, is of little importance either to that or my+ 
ſelf: neither can I truly ſay I have any at all; or, if I 
had, I dare not venture to publiſh them : for however 
orthodox they may be while IJ am now writing, they 
may become criminal enough to bring me into trouble 
before midſummer. And indeed I have often wiſhed, 
for ſome time paſt, that a political catechiſm might be 
publiſhed by authority four times a year, in order to in- 
ſtruct us how we are to ſpeak, write, and act, during 
the current quarter. I have by experience felt the want 
of ſuch an inſtructor: for, intending to make my court 
to ſome people on the prevailing fide, by advancing cer · 
tain old Whiggifh principles, which it ſeems had been 
exploded about a month before, I have paſſed for a diſ< 
affected perſon. I am not ignorant how idle a thing it 
is for a man in obſcurity to attempt defending his repu- 
tation as a writer, while the ſpirit of faction hath ſo 


univerſally poſſeſſed the minds of men, that they are not 
at leiſure to attend to any thing elſe. They will juſt 
give themſelves time to libel and accuſe me; but can · 
not ſpare a minute to hear my defence. So in a plot- 
diſcovering age, I have often known an innocent man 
ſeized and impriſoned, and forced to lie ſeveral months 
in chains, while the miniſters were not at leiſure to 3 
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his petition, until they had proſecuted and hanged the 
number they propoſed. al 
All I can reaſonably hope for by this letter, is tocon- 
vince my friends, and others who are pleaſed to wiſh 
me well, that I have neither been ſo ill a ſubject, nor ſo 
ſtopid an author, as I have been repreſented by the vi- 
rulence of libellers ; whoſe malice hath taken the ſame 
train in both, by fathering dangerous principles in go- 
vernment upon me, which I never maintained; and in- 
Gpid productions, which I am not capable of writing. 
For, however I may have been ſoured by perſonal ill 
treatment, or by melancholy proſpects for the public, I 
am too much a politician to expoſe my own Efety by 
offenſive words, And if my genius and ſpirit be ſunk 
by increaſing years, 1 have at leaſt enough diſcretion 
left, not to miſtake the meaſure of my own abilities, by 
attempting ſubjects where thoſe talents are neceſſary, 
which perhaps I may have loſt with my youth. 


DS F-T E R VII. 
Dr Swirr to My Gar. 


| Dublin, Jan. 8. 1722-3. 
ming home after a ſhort Chriſtmas ramble, [ found 
a letter upon my table; and little expected when E 
opened it, to read your name at the bottom. The beſt 
and preateſt part of my life, until theſe laſt eight years, 
I ſpent in England; there I made my friendſhips, and 
there I left my deſires. I am condemned for ever to 
another country. What is in prudence to be done? 1 
think, to be eblitu/que meorum, obliviſcendus et illis. What 
can be the defign of your letter but malice, to wake 
me out of a ſcurvy fleep, which however is better than 
none? I am towards nine years older ſince I left you; 
yet that is the leaſt of my alterations: my buſineſs, my 
diverſions, my converſations, are all entirely changed 
for the worſe, and ſo are my ſtudies and my amuſements 
in writing. Yet, after all, this humdrum way of life 
might be paſſable enough, if you would let me alone. 1 
ſhall not be able to xcliſb my wine, my parſons, my 


| borſes, 
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horſes, nor my garden, for three months, until the ſpi- 
rit you have raiſed ſhall be diſpoſſeſſed. I have ſome» 
times wondered that I have not viſited you; but I have 
been ſtopt by tag many reaſons, beſides years and lazi- 
neſs ; and yet theſe are very good ones. Upon my. re- 
turn after half a year amongſt you, there would be to 
me Adefiderio nec pudor nec modus. I was three years re- 
conciling myſelf to the ſcene, and the buſineſs to which 
fortune hath condemned me; and ſtupidity was what I 
bad recourſe to. Beſides, what a figure ſhould I make 
in London, while my friends are in poverty, exile, di- 
ſtreſs, or impriſonment, and my enemies with rods of 
iron? Yet I often threaten myſelf with the journey, and 
am every ſummer practiſing to get health to bear it: the 
only inconvenience” is, that I grow old in the experi- 
ment. Although I care not to talk to you as a divine, yet 
] hope you have not been author of your colic. Do you 
drink bad wine, or keep bad company ? Are you not as 
many years older as I? It will not be always, Et tibi guos 
mibi dempſerit apponet annos. I am heartily ſorry you 
bave any dealings with that ugly diſtemper, and I be- 
lieve our friend Arbuthnot will recommend you to tem- 
perance and exerciſe, I wiſh they could have as good 
an effect upon the giddineſs I am ſubject to, and which 
this moment I am not free from. I ſhould have been 
glad if you had lengthened your letter, by telling me 
the preſent condition of many of my old acquaintance, 
Congreve, Arbuthnot, Lewis, &c. ; but you mention 
only Mr Pope, who, I believe, is lazy, or elſe he might 
have added three lines of his own. I am extremely 
glad he is not in your caſe of needing great mens favour, 
and could heartily wiſh that you were in his. I have 
been conſidering why poets have ſuch ill ſucceſs in ma- 
King their court, fince they are allowed to be the great- 
eſt and beſt of all flatterers. The defect is, that they 
flatter only in print or in writing, but not by word of 
mouth: they will give things under their haud, which 
they make a conſcience of ſpeaking. Beſides, they are 
too libertine to haunt „ —4 too poor to bribe 
porters and footmen, and too proud to cringe to ſecond- 
hand favourites in a great family. Tell me, are you 
not under original fin by the dedication of your ec- 

logues 


* 


34 LETTERS TO AND Les. 
logues to Lord Bolingbroke? I am an ill judge at this 


- diſtance ; and, beſides, am, for my eaſe, utterly igno- 


rant of the commoneſt things that paſs in the world: 
but if all courts have a ſameneſs in them, (as the par- 
ſons phraſe it), things may be as they were in my time, 
when all employments went to parliament mens friends, 
who had been uſeful in elections, and there was always 
a huge liſt of names in arrears at the treaſury, which 
would at leaſt take up your ſeven years expedient to diſ- 
charge even one half. I am of opinion, if you will not 
be offended, that the ſureſt courſe would be, to get your 
friend who lodgeth in your houſe to recommend you to 
the next chief governor who comes over here, for a 
good civil employment, or to be one of his ſecretaries ; 
which your parliamentmen are fond enough of, when 
there is no room at home. The wine is good and rea- 
ſonable; you may dine twice a-week at the deanery- 
houſe ; there is a ſet of company in this town ſufficient 


for one man; folks will admire you, becauſe they have 


read you, and read of you; and a good employment 
will make you live tolerably in London, or ſumptuouſ- 
ly here; or if you divide between both places, it will 
be for your health. | 
I wiſh I could do more than ſay I love you. I left 
you in a good way both for the late court, and the ſuc- 
ceſſors; and by the force of too much honeſty or too 
little ſublunary wiſdom, you fell between two ſtools. 
Take care of your health and money ; be leſs modeſt, 
and more active; or elſe turn parſon, and get a biſhop» 
rick here: would to God they would ſend us as good 
ones from your fide! 5 
1 am ever, &c. 


LES T. TER um. 
Mr Porz t Dr Swirr. 


5 | Jas. 12. 1723, 
Find a rebuke in a late letter of yours, that both 
ſtings and pleaſeth me extremely. Your ſaying that 

I ovght to have writ a poſtſcript to my friend Gay's, 

: a makes 
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makes me not content to write leſs than a whole let- 
ter; and your ſeeming to take his kindly, gives me 
hopes you will look upon this as a ſincere effect of friend- 
ſhip. Indeed, as I cannot but own the lazineſs with 
which you tax me, and with which I may equally 
charge you, for both of us have bad (and one of us 
bath both had and given “) a ſurfeit of writing; ſo 1 
really thought you would*know yourſelf to be fo cer- 
tainly intitled to my friendſhip, that it was a poſſeſſion 
you could not imagine ſtood in need of any further 
deeds or writings to allure you of it. 
Whatever you ſeem to think of your withdrawn and 
rate ſtateat this diſtance, and in this abſence, Dean 
Swift lives {till in England, in every place and compa- 
ny where he would chuſe to live; and I find him in all 
the converſations I keep, and in all the hearts in which 
I defire any ſhare. | - 
We have never met theſe many years without men- 
tion of you. Beſides my old acquaintance, TI have found 
that all my friends of a later date are ſuch as were yours 
before. Lord Oxford, Lord Harcourt, and Lord Har- 
ley, may look upon me as one entailed upon them b. 
you. Lord Bolingbroke is now returned (as I hope) to 
take me with all his other hereditary rights: and in- 
deed he ſeems grown ſo much a philoſopher, as to ſet 
his heart upon ſome of them as little, as upon the poe 
you gave him. It is ſure my ill fate, that all thoſe I 
moſt loved, and with whom I moſt lived, muſt be ba- 
niſhed. After both of you left England, my conſtant 
hoſt was the biſhop of Rocheſter +. Sure, this is a na- 
tion that is curſedly afraid of being over-run with too 
much politeneſs, and cannot regain one great genuis, 
but at the expence of another . I tremble for 
Lord Peterborow, (whom I now lodge with) ; be has too 


* Alluding to his large work on Homer, 
1 Dr Atterbury, | 
The Biſhop of Rocheſter thought this to be indeed the caſe; and 
that the price agreed on for Lord B.'s return was bis banifhment : an 
imagination which ſo ſtrongly poſſeſſed him when he went abroad, 
hat all the expoſtulations of his friends could not convince him of 
folly of it. Farb. | 


much 
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much wit as well as courage, to make a ſolid general“: 
and if he eſcapes being baniſhed by others, I fear he 
will baniſh himſelf. This leads me to give you ſome 
account of the manner of my life and converfat ion; 
which has been infinitely more various and diſſipated, 
than when you knew me and cared for me; and among 
all ſexes, parties, and profeſſions. A glut of ſtudy and 
retirement in the firſt part of my life caſt me into this; 
and this, I begin to ſee, will throw me again into ſtudy 
and retirement. | 2 
The civilities I have met with from oppoſite ſets of 
people, have hindered me from being violent or four to 
any party; but at the ſame time the obſervations and 
experiences I cannot but have collected, have made me 
leis fond of, and leſs ſurpriſed at any. I am therefore 
the more afflicted and the more angry at the violences 
and hardſhips I ſee practiſed by either. The merry vein 
you knew me in, is ſunk into a turn of reflection, that 
as made the world pretty indifferent to me; and yet I 
have acquired a quietneſs of mind which by fits improves 
into a certain degree of chearfulneſs, enough to make 
me juſt ſo good - humoured as to wiſh that world well. 
My friendſhips are increaſed by new ones, yet no part 
of the warmth 1 felt for the old is diminiſhed. Aver- 
fions I have none, but to knaves, (for fools Lhave learn- 
ed to bear with); and ſuch I cannot be commonly civil 
to; for I think thoſe men are next to knaves who con- 
verſe with them. The greateſt man in power of this 
fort ſhall hardly make me bow to him, unleſs I had a 
Ben obligation, and that I will take care not to 
ave. The top pleaſure of my life is one I learned from 
vou, both how to gain and how to uſe the freedom of 
friendſhip with men much my ſuperiors. To have plea- 
ſed great men, according to Horace, is a praiſe ; but 


This Mr Walſh ſeriouſly thought to be the caſe, where, in a 
letter to Mr Pope, be ſays,— When we were in the north, my 
Lud Wharton ſhewed me a letter he had received from a certain 
<« great general in Spain, [Lord Peterborow]. I told him, J would 
* by all means have that general recalled, and ſet to writing here at 
** home; for. it was impoſſihle that a man with ſo much wit as he 
« ſhewed, could be fit to command an army, or do any ather buſis 
1 neſs.” Pope's works, vol. 7. let. 5. Sept. PO 1706. Warb. , 
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not to have flattered, them, and yet not have diſ- 
pleaſed them, is a greater. I have carefully avoided all 
intercourſe with poets and ſeribblers, unleſs where by 
great chance I have found a modeſt one. By th 
means I have had no quarrels with any perſonally ; none 
have been enemies, but who were alſo ſtrangers to me; 
and as there is no great need of an eclairciſſement with 
ſuch, whatever they writ or ſaid, I never. retaliated ; 
not only never ſeeming to know, but often really ne- 
ver knowing, any thing of the matter. There are very 
few things that give me the anxiety of a wiſh; the 
ſtrongeſt I have, would be to paſs my days with you, 
and a few ſuch as you: but fate has diſperſed them all 
about the world ; and I find to wiſh it is as vain, as to 
wiſh to ſee the millennium and the kingdom of the juſt 
upon earth, | K 

If I have ſinned in my long ſilence, conſider there is 
one to whom you vou have been as great a ſinner. 
As ſoon as you ſee his hand, you will learn to do me ju- 
ſlice, and feel in your heart how long a man may be ſi - 
lent to thoſe he truly loves and reſpects. | 


„ 
Lord BolIn d BRORE to Dr Swirr. 


1 Am not ſo lazy as Pope, and therefore you muſt not 
expect from me the ſame indulgence to lazineſs; in 
defending his own cauſe he pleads yours, and becomes 
7 advocate while be appeals to you as his judge. 

ou will do the ſame on your part; and I, and the reſt 
of your common friends, ſhall have great juſtice to ex- 
pect from two ſuch righteous tribunals. You reſemble 
perfectly the two alchouſe-keepers in Holland, who 
were at the ſame time burgomaſters of the town, and 
taxed one another's bills — I declare before - 
hand I will not ſtand to the award. My title to your 
friendſhip is good, and wants neither deeds nor writings 
to confirm it : but annual acknowledgments at leaſt are 
neceſſary to preſerve it; and I begin to ſuſpect, by your 
defrauding me of them, that you hope in time to dil- 

Vor. VIII. D pute 
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pute it, and to urge preſcription 1 0 me. I would 
not ay one word to you about myſelf, ſince it is a ſub - 
Jet on which you appear to have no curioſity, was it 
not to try how far the contraſt between Pope's fortune 
and manner of lif -, and mine, may be carried. 

U have been, then, infinitely more uniform and leſs 
diſſipated, than when you knew me and cared for me. 
That love which l uſed. to ſcatter with ſome profuſion 
among the female kind, has been theſe many years de- 
voted to one object. A great many misfortunes, (for 
fo they are called, though ſometimes very improperly), 
and a retirement from the world, have made that 7h 


and nice diſcrimination between my acquaintance and my 


friends, which we have ſeldom ſagacity enough to make 
for ourſelves ; thoſe inſects of various hues, which uſed 
to hum and buz about me while I ſtood in the ſunſnine, 
have diſappeared ſince I lived in the ſhade. * No man 
comes to a hermitape but for the fake of the hermit ; 
z few philoſophical friends come often to mine; and 
they are ſuch as you would be glad to live with, if a 
dull climate and duller company have not altered you 
extremely from what you was nine years ago. | 

The hoarſe voice of party was never heard in this 
quiet place; gazettes and pamphlets are baniſhed from 
it; and if He Kveubrationt of Iſaac Bickerſtaff be admit- 
ted, this diſtinction is owing to ſome ſtrokes, by which 
it is judged that this illuſtrious phifoſopher had {like the 
Indian Fohu, the Grecian Pythagoras, the Perſian, Z- 
roaſter, and others his precurſors among the Zabians, 
Magians, and the Egypt ian ſeers) both his outward and 
his inward doctrine, and that he was of no fide at the 
bottom. When I ani there, I forget J eyer was of any 
party myſelf; nay, I am often fo happily abſorbed by 
the abſtracted reaſon of things, that I am ready to ima- 
pine there never was any ſuch monſter as party. Alas, 
Lam ſoon awakened from that pleaſing dream by the 
Greek and Roman hiſtorians, by Giitcclarditie, by Ma- 
—_—_ and Thuanus ; for eb to 15 no hi- 

ory of our own country, till that y of it wbicl 

you promiſed to fnifh, appears ®. 1 5 A 7 
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Tam under no apprehenſion that a glut of ſtudy, and, 
retirement ſhould caſt me back into the burry of the 
world; on the contrary, the ſingle regret which Lever 
fſecl, is that I fell fo late into this courſe of life: my 
| philoſopby grows confirmed by habit ; and if you and I 
meet again, I will extort this approbation from. yon: 
| Tam non confalio 2 59. more eo perductus, ut non tantum 

refte facers pallim, ſed niſi rede facere non poſſim.. The 
little incivilities 1 have met with from oppolite ſets of 
people, have been fo far from rendeting me violent © 
ſour to any, that I think myſelf obliged ta them all. 
Some have cured me of my fears, by ſhewing me how 
impotent the malice of the world is ; others have cured 
me of my hopes, by ſhewing how precarious. popular 
friendfhips are; all have cured me of ſurpriſe. In dri- 
ving me out of party, they have driven me out of cur- 
ſed company; and in ſtripping me of titles, and rank, 
and eſtate, and. ſuch trinkets, which. every man that 
will may ſpare, they have given me that which no man 
can be happy without. | 

Reflection and habit have rendered the world ſo indif- 
ferent to me, that I am neither atflicted nor rejoiced, 
angry nor pleaſed at what happens in it, any farther. 
than perſonal friendſhips intereſt me in the affairs of it; 
and this principle extends my cares but a little way. 
Perfe& tranqui lity is the general tenor of my life: 
good dipeſtions, ſerene weather, and ſome other me- 
chanic privgs, wind me above it now and then, but L 
= never fall below it ; I am fometimes gay, but T am ne» 
ver (ad. I have gained new friends, and have loſt ſome 
old ones. My acquiſitions of this kind, give me a good 
deal of pleaſure, becauſe they have not been made light- 
hy. I know no yows ſo ſolemn as thoſe of ' fiiendlhip, 
and therefore a pretty long noviciate of be mages? 

& ſhould, methinks, precede them. My loſſes of this kind 
give me but little trouble; I contributed nothing to 
tbem; anda friend who breaks with me unjuſtly; is not 
vVorth preſerving, As ſoon as I leave this town, (which 
will be in a few days), I ſhall fall back into that courſe 
| of life which keeps knaves and fools at a preat diſtance 

from me: I have an averſion to them both, but in the 
ordinary ceurſe of life I think 1 can bear the ſenſible 


D 2 knave 
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knave better than the fool. One muſt indeed with the 
former be in ſome or other of the attitudes of thoſe 
wooden men whom I have ſeen before a fword-cuttler's 
ſhop in Germany: but even in thele conſtrained poſtures 
the witty raſcal will divert me; and he that diverts me, 
does me a great deal of good, and lays me under an ob- 
ligation to him, which I am not obliged to pay him in 
another coin. The fool obliges me to be almoſt as much 
vpon my guard as the knave, and he makes me no a- 
mends ; he numbs me like the torpor, or he teaſes me 
Eke the fly. This is the picture of an old friend, and 
more like him than that will be which -you once aſked, 
and which be will ſend yon, if you continue {till to de- 
Fre it. Adieu, dear Swift; with all thy faults J love 
thee entirely : make an effort, and love me on with all 
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turning from a ſummer expedition of four months 
on account of my health, I found a letter from 
Jou, with an appendix longer than yours from Lord 
lingbroke. I believe there is not a more miſerable 
walady than an unwillingneſs to write letters to our 
beft friends; and a man might be philoſopher enough in 
finding out reaſons for it. One thing is clear, that it 
ſhews a mighty difference betwixt friendſhip and love, 
for a lover (as I have heard) is always ſcribbling to his 
miſtreſs. If I could permit myſelf to believe what your 
civility makes you ſay, that I am ſtill remembered by 
my friends in England, I am in the right to keep my - 
ſelf here Nen ſum gqualis eraw. I left you in a period 
of life, when one year does more execution than three 
at yours; to which if you add tbe dulneſs of the air, 
and of the people, it will make a terrible ſum. I bave 
no very ſtrong faith in your pretenders to retirement; 
you are not of an age for it, nor have gone through 
either good or bad fortune enough to go into a 1 
5 an 
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E | and form concluſions de contemptu mundi at fuga ſæculi: 


XX wnlch a grows weary of too much applauſe, as mi- 
XX -- Your happineſs is er than your merit, in chuſing 
XX your favourites ſo ind! erently among either party: this 
pou owe partly to-your education, aud partly to your 
genius, employing you in an art in which n bas no» 
Af thing to do; for ſuppoſe Virgil and Horace are equally 
read by Whigs and Tories. You have no more to do 
= with the eonſtitution of church and ſtate, than a Chri- 
tian at Conſtantinople; and you are ſo much the wiſer 
and the happier, -becauſe both parties will approve your 
poetry as long as you are known to: be of neither. 
2 9 Your notions of friendſhip. are new to me 5. E be» 
lieve every man is born with his quantum, and he can- 
| not give to one without robbing avothey.. I very well 
X know to. whom I would give the firſt places in my 
XX friendſhip, but they are not in the way: I am con- 
XX demned to another ſcene; and therefore ] diſtribute it 
in pennyworths to thoſe about me, and who diſpleaſe 
mee leaſt; and ſhould do the ſame to my fellow-prifoners, 
if I were condemned to jail. I can likewiſe tolerate 
=X knaves. much better than fools, becauſe their knavery 
does me no hurt in the commerce I have with them; 
which, however, I own is more dangerous, though not ſo 
troubleſome as that of fools. 1 have often endeavoured 
to eſtabliſh: a friendſbip among all men of genius, and 
would fain have it done; they are ſeldom above three 
or four-contemporaries j and if they could be united; 
would drive the world before them. I think it was fo 
m mong the poets in the time of Auguſtus ; but envy, 
aud party, and pride, have hindered it among us. I do 


not include the ſubalterns, of which you are ſeldom 
without a large tribe. Under the name of poets and 
ſcribblers, I ſuppoſe you mean the fools you. are content 
to ſee ſometimes when they happen to be modeſt ; 
NF m_ was not frequent among them while Ewas in the 
4 World. | ' - ; a , 

I would deſcribe to you my way of living, if any me- 
thod could be called ſo in this country. I chuſe my 


® Yet they are the Chriſtian notions, 7/arb, ; 
D 3 companions 
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companions. among thoſe of leaſt conſequence and moſt 
compliance. I read the moſt trifling books I can find ; 


and whenever I write, it — the * 
but riding, walking, and — who op up-eighteeu of 
the twenty-four hours. Lr e more than l did 


twenty years ago and have ſeveral: things to finiſh, 
which I put off to twenty years hence: Hac iff vita-for 
dutorwn, Nc. I ſend you the compliments: of a friend 
of yours, whe _ paſſed four months this ſummer with 
two grave acqueintance at his country-houſe, without 
ever once going to Dublin, Which is but eight miles. di- 
Rant z, yet when. be returns 10 London, IL will beige 
you lhall ſind him as deep in the court of requeſts, the 
park, the operas, and the coffee-hovſe, a+ any man there. 
1 am now with bim for a few days. 

Lou muſt remember me with great affection to Dr Ar- 
bothnot, Mr Congreve, and Gay,——L think there are 
vo more ccdem textio's between you and me, except 
Mr. Jervas,' to whoſe. houſe: I. addreſs. this, for want of 
knowing where you live: for it was not clear from 


your laſt, whether you. Jovge | with;Lon Peterborow, 
or ba with you- . 


dent of leute. 


Ee LETTER) X. 


Sepe- 14. 372 $94; 
1 Need not tell you with what real delight I ſhould 
have done any thing you deſired, and in particular 
any good offices in my power towards the bearer of 
your 1 who is this day gone for France. Perhaps 
it is with poets as with prophets ;..they are ſo much bet - 
ter liked in another country than their own, that your 
gentleman, upon arriving in England, loſt his curioſity 
concerning me. However, had he. tried, he had found 
me his friend; I mean, he had found me yours. I am 
diſappointed at not knowing better a man whom you 
eſteem, and comfort myſelf only with having got a let - 
ter from yau; with which, after all, 1 fit down a gain- 
er; — to my great pleaſure it coufirms my hope of 
-- - Once 
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once more ſeeing you. After ſo many diſperſions and 
fo many diviſions, two or three of us may yet be 775 
thered together ; not to plot, not to contrive filly 
ſchemes of ambition, or to ven our on or others hearts. 
with buſy vanities, (ſuch as perhaps at one time of life 
or other take their tour in every man); but to divert 
ourſelves, and the world too if it pleaſes, or at worf, 


to laugh at others as innocently and as unhurtfully as at 


ourſelves. Your travels hear much of; my oun, I 
promiſe you, ſhall never more he in a ſtrange land, but 
4 diligent, I hope uſeful, iaveſtigation of my on ter- 
ritories T. I mean no more tranſlations, but ſome- 
thing doteſtic, fit ſor- my own country, and for my 
own tine. 4. . „ ZECH 

If you come to us, I'll find you elderly ladies enough 
that can halloo, and two that can nurſe, and they are 
too old and feeble to make too : much noiſe ; as yo will 
gueſs, when I tell you they are my on mother and my 


own purſe. I can alſo help you to a lady who is a8 


deaf, though not ſo old, as yourſelſ; you'll be pleaſed 


with one another, III eogage, "though you don't hear 


one another ; you'll converſe like ſpirits by intuition. 
What you'll moſt wonder at, is, ſhe is conſiderable at 
eourt, yet no party-woman ; and lives in court, yet 
would be eaſy, and make you ea. | 
One of thoſe you mention, (and E dare ſay alw 
will remember), Dr Arbuthnot, is at this time ill 8 
very dangerous diſtemper, an impoſthume in the bowels; 
which is broke, but the event is very uncertain, 
Whatever that be, (he bids me tell you, and I write 
this by him), be lives or dies your faithful friend ; and 
one reaſon he has to defire a little longer life, is the 
wiſh to ſee you once more. 


He is gay enough in this circumſtance to tell-you, he 
would give you (if he could) ſuch advice as might cure 
your deafneſs; but he would not. advife you, if you 
were cured, te quit the pretence of it, becauſe you may 
by that means hear as much as you will, and anſwer 
little as you pleaſe. Believe me 

| | g $24 2 Tut, &e. 


* Gulliver, + The cſfiy on man - 
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ne wears _—_ 
ip relating to the weight of 
thoſe dominions where 1 go- 


you under a neceſſity ol . your, genius fo 
fo. Jong a time. But | yay. will fo 5 1 
better employed, hen you think of the world, give it 
one laſh the more at my requeſt. I have ever bated all 
nations, profeſſions, and communities; and all my love 
is towards individuals. For inſtance, I hate the a of 
lawyers ; but I love Counſellor ſuch a one, and judge 
fuch a one. Tis fo with 4h 9 (I will not ſpeak 
of my on trade), foldiers, Engliſh, Scotch, French, 
and the reſt. But principally I hate and deteſt that 
animal called aa, although I heartily love John, Peter 
Thomas, and ſo ſorth. This is the ſyſtem upon which 
I have governed. myſelf many years, but — not tell), 
and fo I ſhall go on till I have done with them. I have 
got materials. towards a treatiſe, proving the falſity 


Gulliver travels, - 2 . g 
ol | of 
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of that definition, animal rationale, and to ſhew it ſhould 
be only rationis cahax. Upon this great foundation of 


miſanthropy (though not in Timon's manner) the whole 
building of my travels is erected; and I never will have 


peace of mind till all honeſt men are of my opinion. By 
conſequence yon are to embrace it immediately, and 
ocure that all who deſerve my eſteem may do ſo too. 
The matter is fo clear, that it will admit of no diſpute; 
ny Brno a hundred pounds, that you and I agree 
1 $id not know your Odyſſey was finiſhed, being yet 
in the country, which I ſhall leave in three days. 1 
thank you kindly for the preſent, but ſhall like it three 
fourths the leſs, for the mixture you mention of other 
bands; however, I am glad you faved yourſelf fo much 
drudgery.——1 have been long told by Mr Ford of your 
at atchievements in building and planting, and eſpe- 
cially of your ſubterranean paſſage to your garden, where 
by you turned a blunder into a beauty, which is a piece 
ars poctica. 4 g J , + | 
I have almoſt done with Harridans, and ſhall ſoon be- 
come old enough to fall in love with girls of fourteen. 
The lady whom yon deſcribe to live at court, to be 
deaf, and no party-wowan, I take to be Mythology, 
but know not how to moralize it. She cannot be 
Mercy ; for Mercy is neither deaf, nor-lives at court: 
Juſtice is blind, and perhaps deaf; but neither is ſhe © 
 court-lady : Fortune is both blind and deaf, and a court» 
lady; but then ſhe is a moſt damnable party-woman, 
and will never make me eafy, as you promiſe, It muſt 
be Riches, which anſwers all your defcription. I am 
glad ſhe viſits you; but my voice is fo weak, that I 
doubt ſhe will never bear me. 
Mr Lewis ſent me an account of Dr Arbuthnot' s ith 
neſs; which is a very ſenſible affliction to me, who, 
living ſo long out of the world, bave loſt that ha 
neſs of heart contracted by years and general converſa- 
tion. I am daily loſing friends, and neither ſeeking nor 
getting others. Oh, if the world had but a dozen of 
Arbuthnots in it, I would burn my travels! But how- 
ever he is not without fault. There is a paſlage in 
Bede, bigbly commending the piety and learning _ 
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Iriſh in that age; where, after abundance of praiſes, he 
overthrows them all, by lamenting that, alas! they 
kept Eaſter at a wrong time of the year. So our Doc- 
tor has every quality and virtue that can make a man 
amiable or uſeful ; but, alas, he hath a fort of flonch in 
bis walk! 4 pray God protect him, for he is an excellent 
Chriſtian, though not a Catholic. A 
I hear nothing of our friend Gay, but I find the court 
keeps him at hard meat. I adviſed him to come over 
here with a Lord Lieutenant. Philips writes little flams 
(as Lord Leiceſter called thoſe fort of verſes) on Miſs 

rteret. * A Dublin (blackſmith, a great poet, hath 
imitated his manner in a poem to the ſaid Miſs. . Philips 
is a complainer ; and on this occaſion I told Lord Car- 
teret, that eomplainers never ſucceeded at court, though 


railers dos | 

Are you altogether a'conntry-gentleman, that I muſt 
addrefs- to you out of London, to the hazard of ycur 
loſing this precious letter; which I wilFnow conclude, 
although fo much paper is left? I have an ill name, and 
therefore ſhall not ſubſcribe it, but you will gueſs* it 
comes from one who eſteems and loves you about half 
as much ag you deſerve, I mean as much as he can. 
I am in great concern at what I am juſt told is in 
fome of the news papers, that Lord Bolipgbroke is much 
hart by a fall in hunting. I am glad he has fo much 
youth and vigour left, (of which he bath not been thrif- 
ty); but 1 wonder he has no more difcretion.' 


LE 


F 
: 4 1 i n er 


— , 7 4 * 


: 2 
4 4 . 
: 
1 
” — 
a : 4 
6 "IR. 
1 " " 


| F 938 Is. 1725, 

I Am wonderfully pleaſed with the ſuddenneſs of your 
kind anſwer.” It makes me hope you are coming to- 
wards us, and that you incline more and more to you 

old friends, in proportion as you draw nearer to them, 
and are getting into our vortex. Here is one who was 
onee a powerful planet, but bas now (after long experi- 
ence of all that comes of ſhining) learned to be content 
with returning to his firſt point, without the Gooey. 
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or ambition of ſhining at all. Here is another, who 
hinks one of the greateſt glories. of his father was to 
93 diſtinguiſhed and Ioved you, and who loves you 
hereditarily. Here is Arbuthoot, recovered from. the 
jaws of death, and more pleaſed with the hope of ſeeing 
you again, than of reviewing a world; every part of 
which he has long deſpiſed, but what is made up of a 
few men like yourſelf. He goes abroad again, and is 
more chearful than even health can make a man; for 
he has a good conſcience into the bargain, (which is the 
moſt catholic of all remedies, though not the moſt uni- 
verſal). 1 knew it would be a pleaſure to you to hear 
this, and in truth that made me write ſo ſoon to you. 
I am forry poor P. is not promoted in this age; for 
certainly if his reward be of the next, he is of all poets 
the moſt miſerable. I'm alſo ſorry for another reaſon; 
if they don't promote him, they'll ſpoil the concluſion 
of one of my ſatires, where, having endeavoured to cor- 
ron the taſte of the town in wit and criticiſm, I end 
us, | | 


But wwbat avails to lay down rules for ſenſe ? - 
1 reign theſe fruithſs lines were writ, 
inden Ambroſe Philips «vas prefer d for ail 
Our friend Gay is uſed as the friends of Tories are by 
Whigs (aud generally by Tories too). Becauſe he had 
humour, he was ſuppoſed to have dealt with Dr Swiſt: 
in like manner as when any one had learning formerly, 
he was thought to have dealt with the devil, He puts 
his whole truſt at court in that lady whom I deſcribed 
to you, and whom you take to be an allegorical crea- 
ture of fancy. I wiſh ſhe really were riches for his fake ; 
though as for your's, I queſtion whether (if you knew 
her) you would change her for the other. * 
Lord Bolingbroke had not the leaſt harm by bis fall. 
I wiſh he had received no more by his other fall. Lord 
Oxford had none by bis. But Lord Bolingbroke is the 
moſt improved mind fince you ſaw him, that ever was 
improved, without ſhifting into a new body, or being: 
paulo minus ab angelis, 1 have often imagined to myſelf, 
that if ever all of us meet again, after ſo many varieties 
and changes, after ſo much of the old world and of the 
"1 3 4 


: 
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old man in each of us has been altered, that ſcarce 4 
fingle thought of the one, any more than a fingle atom 
of the other, remains juſt the ſame ; I've fancied, I ſay, 
that weſhould meet like the righteous in the millennium, 
vite in peace, diveſted of all our former paſſions, ſmi- 
ling at our paſt follies, and content to enjoy the king- 
dom of the juſt in tranquillity. But I find you would 
rather be employed as an avenging angel of wrath, to 
break your vial of indignation over the heads of the 
wretched creatures of this world; nay, would make 
them tat your book, which you have made, I doubt not, 
as bitter a pill for them as poſſible. | 
I won't tell you what deſigns I have in my head (be- 
fides writing a ſet of maxims in oppoſition to all Roche- 
foucault's principles ) till I ſee you here, face to face. 
Then you ſhall have no reaſon to complain of me, for 
want of a generous diſdain of this world, though I have 
not loſt my ears in yours and their ſervice. Lord Ox- 
ford too (whom I have now the third time mentioned 
in this letter, and he deſerves to be always mentioned 
in 3 that 0 — 2 my. rs or comes from 
ou) ex ou: that ought to -be enough to brin 
hes hither ; tis a better reaſon than if the nation _ 
you. For I really enter as fully as you can de- 
e, into your principle of love of individuals; and 1 
think the way to have a public ſpirit, is firſt to have a 
private one: for who can believe, ( ſaid a friend of mine), 
that any man can care for a hundred thouſand people, 
who never cared for one? No ill-humoured man can 
ever be a patriot, any more than a friend. 
I deſigned to have left the following page for Dr Ar- 
buthnot to fill; but he is ſo touched with the period in 
urs to me concerning him, that he intends to anſwer 
t by a whole letter. He too is buſy about a book, 
which I gueſs he will tell you of, So adieu. What 
remains worth telling you? Dean Berkley is well, and 
happy in the proſecution of his ſcheme. Lord Oxford 


| This was only faid as an oblique reproof of the horrid miſan- 
in the ing letter; and Ts — might be 
jefly occaſioncd by the Dean's fondneſs for oucanlt, whoſe 


and 
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and Lord Bolingbroke in health; Duke Diſney ſo alſo; 
Sir William Wyndham better; Lord Bathurſt well. 
Theſe, and ſome others, preſerve their ancient honour 
and ancient friendſhip. Thoſe who do neither, if they 
were d- d, what is it to a Proteſtant prieſt, who has 
nothing to do with the dead ? 1 anſwer, for my own 
part, as a Papiſt, I would not pray them out of purga· 
Rc rt 36:44 45% ÞÞ: 3555 $40 | HY 1» A 

5 My name is as bad an one as yours, and hated by all 
bad poets, from Hopkins and Sternhold to Gildon and 
Cibber. The firſt prayed againſt me with the Turk, 
and a modern imitator of theirs (whom I leave you to 
find out) has added the Chriſtian to them, with proper 
definitions of each, in this manner, 

© The Pope's the whore of Balm 
00" The Tak he 272 ; * Ae 

De Cbriſtias is an Infidel  _ 
FThubat. fittethinapew. 
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a Should ſooner have acknowledged yours, if a feveriſn 
1 diſorder, and the relics of it, had not diſabled ne 
for a fortnight. - I now begin to make excuſes, becauſe 
I hope I am pretty. near ſeeing you, and therefore I 
would cultivate an acquaintance; becauſe if you do not 
know me when we meet, you need only keep one of my 
letters, and.compare it with my face, for my face and 
letters are counter-parts of my heart. I fear I have not 
expreſſed that right; but I mean well, and T hate blots, 
I look in your letter, and in my conſcience you ſay the. 
ſame thing, but in a better manner. Pray tell my L-rd 
Bolingbroke, that I wiſh he were baniſhed again ; for 
then I ſhould hear from him, when he was full of philo, 
ſophy, and talked de contemptu mundi. My Lord O«- 
ford was ſo extremely kind as to write to me immediate- 
Jy an account of his ſon's birth: which I immediately 
Vor. VIII. FT" acknowledged; 
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acknowledged; but before my letter could reach him, I 
wiſhed it in the ſea. I hope I was more afflicted tha 
his Lordſhip. 'Tis hard that parſons and beggars ſhou 
be over-run with brats, while ſo great and good a fa- 
mily wants an heir to continue it. I have received his 
father's picture, but I lament {/ub figillo conftſſionis) that 
it is not ſo true a reſemblance as 1 could wiſh. Drown 
the world! I am not content with deſpiſing it, but I 
would anger it, if I could with ſafety. 1 wiſh there 
were an-hoſpital built for its deſpiſers, where one might 
act with ſafety; and it need not be a large building, 
only I would have it well endowed. P is fort chan- 
cellant, whether he ſhall turn parſon or no. But all 
employments here are engaged, or in reverſion. Caſt 
wits and caſt beaux have a proper ſanctuary in the 
church : yet we think it a ſevere judgment, that A fine 
entleman, and ſo much the finer for hating eccleſiaſtics, 
ſhould be a domeſtic humble retainer to an Iriſh prelate. 
He is neither 1 gent leman · uſher, yet ſerves 
in both capacities. He hath publiſhed ſeveral reaſons 
why he never came to ſee me; but the beſt is, that I 
have not waited on his Lordſhip. We have had a poem 
ſent from London, in imitation of that on Miſs Carteret. 
It is on Miſs Harvey of a day old; and we ſay and think 


it is yours, I wiſh it were not, becauſe I am againſt ö 


monopolies Lou might have ſpared me a few more 
lines of your ſatire, but I hope in a few months to ſee it 
all. To hear boys like you talk of millenniums and tran- 
quillity ! I am older by thirty years, Lord Bolingbroke 
by twenty, and you but by ten, than when we laſt were 
together z and we ſhould differ more than ever, you co- 
quetting a maid of honour, my Lord looking on to ſee 
how the gameſters play, and I railing at you both. I 
deſire you and all my friends will take a ſpecial care, 
that my diſaffection to the world may not be imputed 
to my age; for I have credible witneſſes ready to de- 
ſe, that it hath never varied from the twenty-firſt to 
the f--ty-eighth year of my life, (pray fill that blank 
Charitably). I tell you after all, that I do not hate 
mankind t it is vous autres who hate them, becauſe you 
would have them reaſonable animals, and are angry at 
being diſappointed. I have always rejected that defini- 
tion, 
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tion, and made another of my own. Iam no more an- 


ry with —— than I was with the kite that laſt week 
Few away with one of my chickens ; and yet I was plea» 
ſed when one of my ſervants ſhot bim two days after. 
This I fay, becauſe you are ſo hardy as to tell me of 
your intentions to write maxims in oppolition to Roche- 
foucault, who is my favourite, becauſe I found my 
whole character in him *: however, I will read him a- 
gain, becauſe it is poſſible I may have fince undergone 
ſome alteration.—— Take care the bad poets do not 
outwit you, as they have ſerved the good ones in every 
age, whom they have provoked to tranſmit their names 
to poſterity, Mecevius is as well known as Virgil; and 
Gildon will be as well known as you, if his name gets 
into your verſes: and as to the difference between good 
and bad fame, tis a perfect trifle. I aſk a thouſand par- 
dons, and fo leave you for this time, and will write a- 
gain, withopt concerning myſelf whether you write or no. 

4 1 am, &. 


LETTER XV. 


ann 
n nted with you for a lon 
abſence, as men are with themſelves for a long a 
fliction. Abſence does but hold off a friend, to make 
one ſee him the more truly. I am infinitely more plea- 
ſed to hear you are coming near us, than at any thing 
you ſeem to think in my favour ; an opinion which bas 
perhaps been aggrandized by the diſtance or dulneſs of 
Ireland, as objects look larger through a medium of 
fogs: and yet I am infinitely pleaſed with that too. I 
am much the happier for finding (a better thing than 
our wits) our judgments jump in the notion, that all 
fcribblers ſhould be paſſed by in filence. To vindicate 
one's ſelf againſt ſueh naſty flander, is much as wiſe as it 
was in your countryman, when the people imputed a ſtink 
to him, to prove the contrary by ſhewing his backſide. 
So let Gildon and Philips reſt in peace! What Virgil 
had to do with Mevius, that he ſhould wear him upon 
® This, methiaks, is no great compliment to kis own heart. Varb. 
; E 2 his 
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his ſleeve to all eternity, I don't know. I have been 
the longer upon this, that I may prepare you for the 
reception both you and your works may poſſibly meet 
in England. We, your true acquaintance, will look 
upon you as a good man, and love you; others will 
look upon you as a'wit, and hate you. So you know 
the worſt; unleſs you are as vindieative as Virgil, or 
the aforeſaid Hibernian. 3 
I wiſh as warmly as you for an hoſpital in which to 
lodge the deſpiſers of the world; only I fear it would 
be filled wholly, like Chelſea, with maimed ſoldiers, 
and ſuch as bad been difabled in its fervice. I would 
rather have thoſe that, out of fuch generous principles 
as you and J, deſpiſe it, fly in its face, than retire from 
it, Not that I have much anger againſt the great; my 
fpleen is at the little rogues of it. It would vex one 
more to be knocked on the head with a piſs- pot, than by 
a thunderbolt. As to great oppreſſors, they are like 
kites or eagles; one expects miſchief from them: but 
to be ſquirted to death (as poor Wycherly ſaid to me 
on bis deathbed) by apothecaries apprentices, by the 
under - ſtrappers of under - ſecretaries to ſecretaries who 
were no ſecretaries,— this would provoke as dull a dog 
as Ph bimfelf. | 
So much for enemies: now for friends. Mr L—— 
thinks all this indiſcreet: the Doctor not ſo; he loves 
miſchief the beſt of any good-natured man in England. 
Lord B. is above trifling. When he writes of any thing 
in this world, he is more than mortal: if ever be trifles, 
it mu be when be turns @ divine, Gay is writing tales 
for Prince William. I ſuppoſe Mr Philips will take this 
very ill, for two reaſons ; one, that he thinks all child. 
ih things belong to him; and the other, becauſe. he'll 
take it ill to be taught, that one may write things to a 
child without being childiſh.” What have I more to add, 
but that Lord Oxford deſires earneſtly to ſee you; and 
that many others, wbom you do not think the worſt of, 
will be gratified by it? None more, be aſſured, than 


| Tours, &c. 
— 4 


1 pope and you are very great wits, and, I think, 
very indifferent philoſophers. If you deſpiſed the world 
*2 i . A | * as 


1 


J —˙·. FS '. A. -/ 


IO I" _ 


—n— —_ 2 * * _— ln | —— ww 
© 


Let. 16, FROM DZ SWIFT. 53 
as much as you pretend, and perhaps believe, you would 


not be ſo angry with it. The founder of your ſect, that 
noble original whom you think t ſo great an honour to 


reſemble ®, was a ſlave to the worſt part of the world, 


to the court; and all his big words were the language 


of a ſlighted lover, who deſired nothing ſo much as a 
reconciliation, and feared nothing ſo much as a rupture. 


I believe the world hath uſed me as ſcurvily as moſt 
people; and yet I could never find in my heart to be 


thoroughly angry with the fimple, falſe, capricious 


thing. I ſhould bluſh alike, to be diſcovered fond of 


the world, or piqued at it. Your definition of animal 
rationis capax, inſtead of the common one animal ra- 
tionale, will not bear examination. Define but reaſon, 
and you will ſee why your diſtinction is no better than 
that of the Pontiff Cotta, between mala ratio, and bona 
patio, But enough of this. Make us a viſit, and I'll ſub- 
ſeribe to any fide of theſe important queſtions which you 
pleaſe. We differ leſs than you imagine perhaps,. when 
vou wiſhed me baniſhed again : but I am not leſs true to 
you aud to philoſophy in England, than I was in France. 
' | i. | Your's, &c. B. 


„ rn 
Feen Dr Swir r. 
| London, May 4. 1726. 


; Had rather live in forty Irelands, than under the fre- 
quent diſquiets of hearing you-are out of order. I 


always apprehend it moſt after a great dinner; for the 


alt tranſgreſſion of yours, if it be only two bits and 
one ſup more than your ſtint, is a great debauch; for 
which you certainly pay more than thoſe ſots who are 
carried dead drunk to bed. My Lord Peterborow ſpoiled 
every body's dinner, but eſpecially mine, with telling 
us, that you were detained by ſickneſs. Pray let me 
have three lines under any hand or pet-hook that will 
give me a better account of your health; which con- 
cerns me more than others, becauſe I love and eſteem 
Seneca. 1 
E 3 * 


5 
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you for reaſons that moſt others have little to do with, 
and would be the ſame although you had never touched 
a pen, further than with writing to me. | - 
I am gathering up my luggage, aud preparing for my 
journey. I will endeavour to think of you as little as L 
can ; and when I write to you, I will ſtrive not to think 
of you. This I intend in return to your kindneſs ; and 
further, I know ne body bas dealt with me fo cruelly 
as you; the conſequences of which uſage I fear will laſt 
as long as my life ; for ſo long ſhall I be, in fpite of my 
heart, ent ĩrely your's, ' - \ * 


I E TT IE N XVE 


| | Ang. 22 1726. 
M0 a ſhort ſigh you. coſt me the day Hleft you, 
and many more you: will coſt me, till the day; 
you return. Freally walked about like a man baniſhed ;. 
and when F came home, found it no home. *Tis a ſen - 
fation like that of a limb lopped off; one is trying every 
minute unawares to uſe it, and finds it is not. Emay lay 
you have uſed me more cruelly than you have done any o- 
ther man; you have made it more impoſſible for me to live 
at eaſe without you. Habitude itfelf would have done 
that, if 1 had lefs friendſhip in my nature than I have. 
Befides my natural memory of you, you have mado a lo- 
cal one, which preſents you to me in every place I fre- 
quent. I ſhallnever more think of Lord Cobham's, the 
woods of Ciceter, or the pleaſing proſpect of Byberry, 
but your idea muſh be joined with them ; pox fee one 
feat in my own garden, or one room in my own houſe, 
without a phantom of you, fitting or walking before 
me. I travelled with you to Chefter, I felt the extreme 
heat of the weather, the inns, the roads, the confine» 
ment and cloſeneſs of the uneaſy coach, and wiſhed a 
hundred times I had either a deanery or a horſe in my 
gift. In real truth, I have felt my ſoul peeviſh ever 
ſince with all about me, from a warm uneaſy deſire af- 
ter you. I am gone out of myſelf to no purpoſe, and 
cannot catch you. [nhiat in pedes was not more proper- 
ly applied to a poor dog after a hare, than to me with 
| regard 
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departure. I with I could think no more 


a by lie 9 — y till we meet again, and let 
y (how far ſoever off it be) be the morrow. 
— 1 — may it be my amends, that every thing 


2 


you wiſh may attend you where you are, and that you. 


may find every friend you have there in the ſtate you 
him or ber; fo that your viſits to us may have no- 
— eſſect, than the progreſs of a rich man to a re- 
mote eſtate, which he finds greater than he expected ; 
which knowledge only ſerves to make him live happier 

where he js, with no diſagreeable proſpect if ever he ſhould: 
chuſe to remove. May this be your ſtate till it become 
what I wiſh. But indeed I cannot expreſi the warmth. 
with which I wiſh you all things, and myſelf you. In- 
deed you are ingraved elſewhere than on the cups you: 
ſent me, {with ſo kind an inſcription), and I might 
throw them into the Thames without injury to the 
giver. I am not pleaſed with them, but take them ve- 

ry kindly too: and had I ſuſpected any ſuch ulage from 
ay I ſhould have enjoyed your company lels than G 
really. did ; for at this rate I may ſay, 


Nec tacum poſſum vi uare, nec fine tes 


1 will bring you over juſt ſuch another preſent, when. 1 
go to the deanery of St Patriek's ; which I promiſe you. 
to do, if ever I am enabled to return: your kindneſs. 
Donarem pateras, &c. Till then Fll drink (pr Gay 
ſhall drink) daily healths to you, and Ell add to your 
inſcription the old Roman vow for years to come, VO. 
FIS X. VOTIS XX. My mother's age gives me- 
authority to hope it for your's, Adieu. 


L KT FF E R Am 


Sept. Zo 1726, : 

* s to Mr Gay — me greater ſa cis faction than 
that to me (though that gave me a great deal); fon 

to hear that you were ſafe at your journey's end, ex- 
ceeds the account of your fatigues while in the way to 
it: otherwiſe believe me, every title of each is import - 
ant to me, which ſets any one thing before my Jes 

; t 
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that happens to you. I writ you a long letter, which 
I gueſs reached you the day after your arrival. Since 
then I had a conference with Sir , who expreſſed 
his defire of having ſeen you again before you left us. 
' He ſaid, he obſerved a willingneſs in you to live amon 
us; which I did not deny; but at the ſame time told 
him, you had no ſuch deſign in your coming this time, 


which was merely to ſee a few of thoſe you loved: but 


that indeed all thoſe wiſhed. it, and particularly Lord 
Peterborow and myſelf, who wiſhed you loved Ireland 
leis, bad you any reaſon to love England more. I ſaid 
nothing but what I think would induce any man to be 
as fond of you as I; plain truth, did they know either 
it or you. I can't help thinking (when I confider the 
whole ſhort liſt of our friends), that none of them, ex- 
- cept you and I, arequalified for the mountains of Wales. 
The Doctor goes to cards, Gay to court; one loſes 
money, one loſes his time: another of our friends la- 
bours to be unambitious, but he labours in an unwilling 
foil. One lady you like has too much of France to be fit 
for Wales: another is too much a ſubject to princes and 
potentates, to reliſh that wild taſte of liberty and po- 
verty. Mr Congreve is too fick to bear a thin air; and 

| ſhe that leads him, too rich to enjoy any thing. Lord 
- Peterborow can go to any climate; but never ſtay in 
any. Lord Bathurſt is too great a huſbandman to like 
barren hills, except they are his own to improve. Mr 
Bethel indeed is too good and too honeſt to live in the 
world; but yet tis fit, for its example, he ſhould. We 
are left to ourſelves in my opinion, and may live where 
we pleaſe, in Wales, Dublin, or Bermudas: and for 
me, I aſſure you I love the world fo well, and it loves 
me ſo well, that I care not in what part of it I paſs the 
reſt of my days, I ſee no ſunſhine butꝭ in the face of a 
friend. 

I bad a glimpſe of a letter of yours lately, by which 
I find you are (like the vulgar) apter to think. well of 
people out of power, than of people in power; | perhaps 

tis a miſtake, but however there's ſomething in it ge- 
nerous. Mr *** takes it extreme kindly, I can per- 
ceive, and he has a great mind to thank you for that 
good opinion, for which I believe he is only to W 
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his ill fortune: for, if I am not in an error, he 

rather be in power, than out. N 
To ſhew you how fit I am to live in the mountains, 

I will, with great truth, apply to myſelf an old ſen- 

tence : © Fhoſe that are in, may abide in; and thoſe 

that are out, may abide out: yet to me, thoſe that 

© are in ſhall be as thoſe that are out, and thoſe that 


4 are out ſhall be as thoſe that are in.” 


I am indifferent as to all thoſe matters; but I miſs 
you as much as I did the firſt day, when (with a ſhort 
figh) I parted. Where-ever you are, (or on the moun- 
tains of Wales, or on the coaſt of Dublin 

Tu mihi, ſeu magni ſupera jam ſaxa Timavi, 
Sie oram Iihrici legis equoriz=— ), 6 


I am, and ever ſhall be your's, Ge. 


CxS. 
Mr Gay to Dr Swiz Tt. | ay 
| 1 Now. 17. 1726. 


. . - 


A Bout ten days ago a book was publiſhed here of 


the travels of one Gulliver, which hath been the 
converſation of the whole town ever ſince. The whole 
impreſſion ſold in a week; and nothing is more divert - 
ing than to hear the different opinions people give of it, 
though all agree in liking it extremely. Tis generally 
ſaid that you are the author; but I am told, the book- 
ſeller declares, he knows not from what band it came. 
From the higheſt to the loweſt it is univerſally read, from 
the cabinet-counſel to the nurſery. The politicians to 
a man agree, that it is free from particular reflections, 
but that the ſatire an general ſocieties of men is too ſe» 
vere, Not but we now and then meet with people of 
greater perſpicuity, who are ig ſearch for particular appli- 
cations in every leaf; and 'tis highly probable we ſhall 
have keys publiſhed to give light into Gulliver's deſign. 


Lord — is the perſon who leaſt approves it, blaming 
it as a deſign of evil conſequence to depreciate human 


nature 3 
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nature z at which it cannot be wondered that he takes 
moſt offence, being himſelf the moſt accompliſhed of his 
ſpecies, and fo loſing more than any other of that praiſe 
which is due both to the dignity and virtue of a man 
Your friend, my Lord Harcourt, commends it very 
much, though he thinks in ſome places the matter too 
far carried. The Ducheſs-dowager of Marlborough is 
in raptures at it; ſhe ſays ſhe can dream of nothing elſe 
fince the read it: ſhe declares, that ſhe hath now found 
aut, that her whole life hath been loſt in careſſing the 
worſt part of mankind, and treating the beft as her 
foes; and that if ſhe knew Gulliver, though be had 
deen the worſt enemy ſhe ever had, ſhe would give up 
her preſent acquaintance for his friendſhip. You may 
ſee by this, that you are not much injured by being ſup- 
poſed the author of this piece. If you are, you have 
diſobliged us, and two or three of your beſt friends, in 
not giving us the leaſt hint of it while you were with 
us; and in particular Dr Arbuthnot, who ſays, it is 
ten thouſand pities he had not known it, he could have 
added ſuch abundance of things upon every. ſubject. 
Among lady-eritics, ſome have found out that Mr Gul- 
liver had a particular malice to maids of honour. Thoſe 
of them who frequent the church, fay, his d is im- 
pious, and that it is depreciating the works of the Crea - 
r. Notwithſtanding, I am told the Princeſs hath 
read it with great pleaſure. As to other critics, they 
think the flying iſland is the leaſt entertaining; and 
| great an opinion the town have of the impoſlibility of 
_ Gulliver's writing at all below himſelf, tis agreed that 
pot was not writ by the ſame hand, though this bath 
defenders too. It hath Lards and Commons, 
_ nemine contradicentt ; and the whole town, men, wo- 
men, and children, are quite full of it. | 
Perhaps I may all this time be talking to you of 4 
you have never ſeen, and which hath not yet 
reached Ireland. If it hath not, I believe what we have 


' * It is no wonder a man of worth ſhould condemn a ſatire on his 
Hecies; as it injures virtue, and violates truth : KN 
| 0 Id 4 ve it, it j - . o o , 
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faid will be ſufficient to recommend it to your reading, 
and that you will order me to ſend it to you. * 
But it will be much better to come over yourſelf, and 
read it here, where you will have the pleaſure of va; 
riety of commentators, to explain the difficult paſſages 
to you. | | 
; We all rejoice that you have fixed the preciſe time of 
your coming to be cum hirundine prima; which we mo- 
dern naturaliſts pronounce ought to be reckoned; con- 


trary to Pliny, in this northern latitude of fifty-two e 


deprees, from the end of February, ſtyl. Greg. at far- 
theſt. But to us your friends, the coming of ſuch a black 
| ſwallow as you, will make a ſummer in the worſt of 
ſeaſons. We are no leſs glad at your mention of Twic- 
kenham and-Dawley ; and in town you know you have 
a lodging at court. 

The princeſs is clothed in Iriſh ſilk; pray give our 
ſervice to the weavers. We are ſtrangely ſurpriſed to 
hear that the bells in Ireland ring without your money. 
I hope you do not write the thing that is not. We are 
afraid that B-— hath been guilty of that crime, that 
you (like Honynhnm) have treated him as a Yahoo, and 
diſcarded him your ſervice. I fear you do not under- 


= Mfand theſe modiſh terms, which every creature now 


underſtands but yourſelf. - 1 

You tell us your wine is bad, and that the clergy do 
not frequent your houſe, which we look upon to be 
tautology. The beſt advice we can give you is, to 
— them a preſent of your wine, and come away to 

ter. 

You fancy we envy you, but you are miſtaken: we 
envy thoſe you are with, for we cannot envy the man 
we love. Adieu. 


„ 


LIT TI Abe 


1 Nov. 16. 1726. 
Have reſolved to take time; and, in ſpite of all miſ- 
fortunes and demurs, which ſickneſs, lameneſs, or 
diſability of any kind can throw in my way, to write 


you (at intervals) a long letter. My two leaſt fingers of 
g one 
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ene hand hang impediments to the others *, like uſeleſs 
dependents, who only take up room, and never are ac» 
tive or aſſiſtant to our wants. I ſhall never be much the 
better for them. —1 congratulate you firſt upon what 
you call your couſin's wonderful book, which is publica 
trita manu at preſent, and I propheſy will be hereafter 
the admiratien of all men. That tountenance with 


-which it is received by ſome ſtateſman, is delightful; 1 
with I could tell you how every fingle man looks upon 


it, to obſerve which has been my whole diverſion this 


. fortnight. | I've never been a night in London ſince you 
left me, till now for this very end; and indeed it 


fully anſwered my expectations. 1 
I find no confiderable man _ angry at the book. 
Some indeed think it rather too bold, and too general 
a ſatire: but none, that I hear of, accuſe it of particu» . 
lar refleQions; (I mean no perſons of conſequence, or 
good judgment; the mob of critics, you know, always 
are defireus to apply ſatire to thoſe they envy for bein 
above them): ſo that you needed not to have been 5 
ſecret upon this head. Motte received the copy, he 
tells me, he knew not from whence, nor from whom, 


dropped at his houſe in the dark, from a hackney- 4 


coach, By computing the time, I found it was after 
you left Eugland: fo, for my part, I ſuſpend my judg- 
ment. - res MAES at MEL | | 

I am pleaſed with the nature and quality of your pres» 
ſent to the Princeſs. The Iriſh ſtuff you ſent to Mrs. H. 
her R. H. laid hold of, and has made up for her own 
uſe. Are you determined to be national in every. thing, 
even in your civilities? You are the greateſt politician 
in Europe at this rate; but as you are a rational poli- 
tician, there is no great fear of you, you will never ſuc- 
ceed. 

Another thing in which you have pleaſed me, was 


* This was occaſioned by a bad accident as he was returning home 
in a friend's chariot; which in paſſing a bridge was overturned, and 
thrown with the horſes. into the river. The glaſſes being up, and 
Mr Pope unable to break them, he was in immediate danger of 
drowning ; when the poſtilion, who had juſt recovered himſelf, beat 
the glaſs which lay uppermoſt to pieces; a fragment of which cut 
one of Mr Pope's hands very dangerouſly, /ar6, 6 

| | what 
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what you ſay to Mr P.; by which it ſeems to me, that 
you value no man's civility above your on dignity, or 
your own reaſon, Surely, without flattery, you are 
now above all parties of men; and it is high time to 
be fo, after twenty or thirty years obſervation of the 
great world. 


Nullius adiidtus jurare in verba magiſtri. 


I queſtion not, many men would be of your intimacy, 
that you might be of their intereſt : but God forbid 
any honeſt or witty man ſhould be of any but that of 
his country. They have ſcoundrels enough to write for 
their paſſions and their deſigns ; let us write for truth, 
for honour, and for poſterity. If you muſt needs write 
about politics at all, (but perhaps 'tis full as wiſe to 
play the fool any other way), ſurely it ought to be ſo as 
to preſerve the dignity and integrity of your character 
with thoſe times to come, which will moſt impartially 
judge of you. 

I wiſh you had writ to Lord Peterborow: no man 
is more affectionate toward you. Don't fancy none but 
Tories are your friends; for at that rate I mult be, at 
moſt, but half your friend, and ſincerely Lam wholly fo. 
Adieu, write often, and come faon;; for many wiſh you 
well, and all would be glad of your company. 


L W rin -1 NMG 4: 16] 


From Dr SWI Fr. 
| Dublin, Nov. 17. 1726. 
Am jaſt come from anſwering a letter of Mrs H——'s, 

writ in ſuch myſtical terms, that I ſhould never 
have found out the meaning, if a book had not been 
ſent me, called Ga/liver's Travels, of which you ſay fo 
much in your's. I read the book over; and in the ſe- 
cond volume obſerve ſeveral paſſages which appear to 
be patched and altered *, and the ſtyle of a different 


„ This was the fact, which is complained of and redreſſed-in the 
Dublin edition of the Dean's works. Varb. See preface tothis edition, 
Vor. VIII. F | ſort, 


62 LETTERS TO AND Let. 21. 


ſort, unleſs I am much miſtaken. Dr Arbuthnot likes 
the projectors leaſt *; others, you tell me, the flying 
ifland: ſome think it wrong to be ſo hard upon whole 
bodies or corporations; yet the general opinion is, that 
reflections on particular perſons are moſt to be blamed : 
fo that, in theſe caſes, I think the beſt method is, to let 
cenſure and opinion take their conrſe. A biſhop here 
faid, that book was full of improbable lies; and, for his 
part, he hardly believed a word of it. And ſo much for 
Gulliver. 2 3 1 

_ Going to England is a very good thing, if it were 
not attended with an ugly circumſtance of returning to 
Ireland. It is a ſhame you do not perſuade your mini- 
ſters to keep me on that ſide, if it were but by a court- 
expedient of keeping me in priſon for a plotter; but at 
the ſame time I muſt tell you, that ſuch journeys very 
much ſhorten my life, for a month here is longer than 
ſix at Twickenham. | | 

How comes friend Gay to be fo tedious? Another 
man can publiſh fifty thouſand lies ſooner than he can 
fifty fables. 

I am juſt going to perform a very good office; it is to 
aſſiſt with the Archbiſhop, in degrading a parſon who 
couples all our beggars ; by which I ſhall make one hap- 
py man; and decide the great queſtion of an indelible 
character in favour of the principles in faſhion, This I 
hope you will repreſent to the miniſtry in my favour, as 
a point of merit; ſo farewel till I return. 

I am come back, and have deprived the parſon, who 
by a law here is.to be hanged the next couple he mar- 
ries. He declared to us, that he reſolved to be hanged ; 
only deſired, that when he was to go to the gallows, 
the Archbiſhop would take off his excommunication. Is 
not he a good Catholic? and yet he is but a Scotch- 
man. This is the only Iriſh event I ever troubled you 
with, and I think it deſerves notice. Let me add, 
that if I were Gulliver's friend, I would defire all my 
acquaintance to pive out, that his copy was baſely 
mangled, and abuſed, and added to, and blotted out 


* Becauſe he nnderſtood it to be intended as a ſatire on the Royal 
Society. Marb. b 21 


# 


by 
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by the printer; for ſo to me it ſeems, in the ſecond vo- 
lume particularly. Adieu. | 5:4 
EN 


LT: FT -B-K XXIL 
From Dr, SW1FT» 


Dec. 5. 1726. 

Believe the hurt in your hand affects me more than 
I it does yourſelf; and with reaſon, becauſe I may 
probably be a greater loſer by it. What have accidents 
to do with thoſe who are neither jockeys, nor fox-hun- 
ters, nor bullies, nor drunkards? And yet a raſcally 
groom ſhall gallop a foundered horſe ten miles upon a 
cauley, and get home ſafe. 

I am very much pleaſed that you approve what was 
ſent ; becauſe I remember to have heard a great man 
ſay, that nothing required more judgment than making 
a preſent ; which when it is done to thoſe of high rank, 
ought to be of ſomething that is not readily got for 
money. You oblige me, and at the ſame time do me 
juſtice, in what you obſerve as to Mr P. Beſides, it is 
too late in life for me to act otherwiſe ; and therefore I 
follow a very eaſy road to virtue, and purchaſe it cheap. 
If you will give me leave to join us, is not your life and 
mine a ſtate of power, and dependence a ſtate of ſlave- 
ry? We care not three pence whether a prince or mi- 
niſter will ſee us or no: we are not afraid of having ill 
offices done us, nor are at the trouble of guarding our 
words for fear of giving offence. I do agree, that riches 
are liberty ; but then we are to put into. the balance, 
_ long our apprenticeſhip is to laſt in acquiring 
them. 

Since you have received the verſes, I moſt earneſtly 
intreat you to burn thoſe which you do not approve, 
and in thoſe few where you may not diſlike ſome parts, 
blot out the reſt, and ſometimes. (though it be againſt 
the Jazineſs of your nature) be ſo kind to make a few 
corrections, if the matter will bear them. I have ſome 
few of thoſe things I call thoughts moral and diverting ; 
if you pleaſe I will ſend the beſt I can pick from them, 

: F 2 to 
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to add to the new volume. I have reaſon to chuſe the 


method you mention of mixing'the ſeveral verſes, and 


I hope thereby, among the bad critics, to be intitled to 
more merit than is my due. ü 

This moment I am ſo happy to have a letter from my 
Lord Peterborow, for which 1 intreat you will preſent 


bim with my humble reſpects and thanks, though he all- 


to-be-Gullivers me by very ſtrong infinuations. Though 
you deſpiſe riddles, I am ſtrongly tempted to ſend a 
parcel to be printed by themſelves, and make a nine- 
penny job for. the bookſeller. There are ſome. of my 
own, wherein I exceed mankind ; mira premata! the 
moſt ſolemn that ever were ſeen ; and ſome writ by o- 
thers, admirable indeed, but far inferior to mine; but 
J will not praiſe myſelf. You. approve that writer 
who laughs, and makes others laugh: but why ſhould 
I who hate the world, or you who do not love it, make 
it fo happy? therefore I reſolve from henceforth to 
handle only ſerious ſubjects, nifi quid tu, dude Trebati, 


@:fentis. 
| Tou- , Ce. 
1 


er XXL. ;;; 


| ö March 8. 1726-7. 
HTR Stopford will be the bearer of this letter, for 
YI whoſe acquaintance I'am, among many. other 
favours, obliged to you: and 1 think the acquaintance 
of ſo valuable, ingenious, and unaffected a man, to be 
none of the leaſt obligations. 

Our miſcellany is now quite printed. Iam prodigiouſ- 
Iy pleaſed with this joint volume; in which methinks 
we look like friends, fide by fide, ſerious and merry by 
turns, converſing interchangeably, and walking down 
hand in hand to poſterity ; not in the ſtiff forms of 
learned authors, flattering each other, and ſetting the 


. reſt of mankind at nought ; but in a free, unimportant, 


natural, eaſy manner, diverting others juſt as we divert - 
ed ourſelves. The third volume conſiſts of verſes ; but 
I would chuſe to print none but fuck as have ſome pecu- 

) liarity, 
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Larity, and may be diſtinguiſhed for ours from other 
writers. There's no end of making books, Solomon 
ſaid, and above all, of making miſrellanies, which all 
men can make, For unleſs there be a character in every 
piece, like the mark of the ele, I ſhould not care to be 
one of the twelve thouſand ſigned. EEE 

You received, I hope, fome commendatory verſes from 
a horſe and a Lilliputian, to Gulliver, and an herofe 
epiſtle of Mrs Gulliver. The bookſeller . would fain 
have printed them before the ſecond edition of the book; 
but I would not permit it without your approbation ; 
nor do I much like them. You ſee how much like a 
poet I write; and yet if you were with us, you'd be deep 
in politics. People are very warm, and very angry, 
very little to the purpoſe ; but therefore the more warm 
and the more angry. Non nofirum eff tantas componere 
lites, I ſtay at Twitnam, without fo much as readin 
news-papers, votes, or any other paltry pamphlets. Mr 
Stopford will carry you a whole parcel of them, which 
are ſent for your diverſion, but not imitation. For my 
own part, methinks I am at Glubdubdrib, with none 
but ancients and ſpirits about me. | EE 

Iam rather better thanT uſe to be at this ſeaſon ; but 
my hand (though, as you fee, it has not loſt its cun- 
ning) is frequently in very awkward ſenſations, rather 
than pain. But to convince you it is pretty well, it 
has done ſome miſchief already, and juſt been ftrong e- 
nough to cut the other hand, while it was aiming to 
prune a fruit-tree. b 

Lady Bolingbroke has writ you a long, lively let ter, 
which will attend this. She has very bad health, be 
very good. Lord Peterborow bas writ twice to you. 
We fancy ſome letters have been intercepted, or loſt 
by accident. About ten thouſand things I want to tell 
you: I wiſh you were as impatient to hear them; for if 
fo, you would, you muft come early this ſpring. Adieu. 
Let me have a line from you. I am vexed at loſing Mr 
Stopford as ſoon as I knew him: but I thank God I 
have known him no longer. If every man one begins 
to value muſt ſettle in Ireland, pray make me know no 
more of them, and I forgive you this one. 


F 3 11 
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EET STR IEF 
| ; OZ. 2. 1727. 
T is a perfect trouble to me to write to you; and 
your kind letter left for me at Mr Gay's affected me 
ſo much, that it made me like a girl. I can't tell what 
to ſay to you; I only feel that I wiſh you well in every 
circumſtance of life ; that it is almoſt as good to be ha- 
ted as to be loved, conſidering the pain it is to minds 
of any tender turn, to find themſelves fo utterly impo- 
tent to do any good, or give any eaſe to thoſe who de- 
ſerve moſt from us. I would very fain know, as ſoon 
as you recover your complaints, or any part of them. 
Would to God I could eaſe any of them, or had been 
able even to have alleviated any! I found I was not; 
and truly it grieved me. I was ſorry to find you could 
think yourſelf eaſier in any houſe than in mine; though 
at the fame time I can allow for a tenderneſs in your 
way of thinking, even when it ſeemed to want that ten- 
derneſs. I can't explain my meaning; perhaps you 
know it. But the beſt way of convincing you of my 
indulgence, will be, if I live, to viſit you in Ireland, 
and act there as much in my own way, as you did here 


in your's. I will not leave your roof, if Tam ill. To 


your bad health T fear there was added ſome diſagree- 


able news from Ireland, which might occafion your ſo 


ſudden departure: for the laſt time I ſaw you, you aſ- 
ſured me you would not leave us this whole winter, un- 
Teſs your health grew better; and I don't find it did fo. 
I never complied fo unwillingly in my life with any friend 


as with you, in ſtaying ſo entirely from you; nor could 
I have had the conſtancy to do it, if you bad not pro- 


miſed, that before you went, we ſhould meet, and you 
would ſend to us all to come. I have given your re- 
membrances to thoſe you mention in your's. We are 
quite ſorry for you, I mean for ourſelves. I hope, as 
you do, that we ſhall meet in a more durable and more 
ſatisfactory ſtate z but the leſs ſure I am of that, the 
more I would indulge it in this. We are to believe we 
ſhall bave ſomething better than even a friend there: 

q but 
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but certainly here we have nothing ſo good. Adieu for 
this time. May you find every friend you go to as plea» 
ſed and happy, as every friend you went from is ſorry 


and troubled. | 
g g Tour 1, &. 


L E TT "BR © . 


; Dublin, O8. 12. 1727. 
= Have been long reaſoning with myſelf upon the con- 
dition I am in, and in concluſion have thought it 
beſt to return to what fortune hath made my home, I 
have there a large houſe, and ſervants and conveniencies 
about me. I may be worſe than I am; and I have no 
where to retire. I therefore thought it beſt to return 
to Ireland, rather than go to any diſtant place in Eng- 
land, Here is my maintenance, and here my conve- 
nience. If it pleaſes God to reſtore me to my health, I 
ſhall readily make a third journey; if not, we muſt 
part, as all human creatures have parted. You are the 
beſt and kindeſt friend in the world, and I know no bo- 
4 dy alive or dead to whom I am ſo much obliged : and 
8 if ever you made me angry, it was for your too much 
I care about me. I have often wiſhed, that God almigh- 
ty would be fo eaſy to the weakneſs of mankind, as to 
let old friends be acquainted in another ſtate; and if I 
were to write an Utopia for heaven, that would be one 
of my ſchemes. 'This wildneſs you muſt allow for, be- 
cauſe I am giddy and deaf. | 
I find it more convenient to be ſick here, without the 
vexation of making my friends uneaſy ; yet my giddi- 
neſs alone would not have done, if that unſociable 
comfortleſs deafneſs had not quite tired me. And I be- 
lieve I ſhould have returned from the inn, if I had not 
feared it was only a ſhort intermiſſion, and the year 
was late, and my licence expiring. Surely, beſides all 
other faults, I ſhould be a very ill judge, to doubt 
your friendſhip and kindneſs, But it hath pleaſed 2 
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that you are not in a ſtate of health, to be mortified 
with the care and ſickneſs of a friend. Two ſick friends 
never did well together; ſuch an office is fitter for ſer- 
vants and humble companions, to whom it is wholly 
indifferent, whether we give them trouble or no. The 
caſe would be quite otherwiſe if you were with me ; 
you could refuſe to ſee any body; and here is a large 


houſe, where we need not hear each other if we were 


both fick. I have a race of orderly elderly people of 
both ſexes at command, who are of no conſequence, 
and have pifts proper for attending us; who can bawl 
when Tam deaf, and tread ſoftly when I am only giddy 
and would ſleep. | 
had another reaſon for my haſte hither ; which was 

changing my agent, the old one having terribly invol- 
ved my little affairs; to which however I am grown ſo 
indifferent, that 1 believe I ſhall loſe two or three hun- 
dred pounds rather than plague myſelf with accounts ; 
ſoxtbat I am very well qualified to be a Lord, and put 
into Peter Walter's hands. wy; 

Pray God continue and increaſe Mr Congreve's amend» 
ment; though he does not deſerve it like you, baving 
been too laviſh of that health which Nature gave him. 

I hope my Whitehall landlord is nearer to a place 
than when I left him; as the preacher ſaid, © the da 
« of judgment was nearer than ever it had been before. 

Pray God ſend you health, det ſalutem, det opes ; ani- 
mam eequam tibi ipſe parabis. You ſee Horace wiſhed for 
money, as well as health; and I would hold a crown 
he kept a coach; and I fhall never be a friend to the 
court till you do ſo too, - 


Your's, &c. 


L ET T E RR XXVT 
From Dr SwWIr r. 


| | O8. 30. 1727. 
| H E firſt letter I writ after my landing was to Mr 
| Gay; but it would have been wiſer to direct it 


to Tonſon or Lintot, to whom I believe his lodgings are 


* 


better 
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better known than to the runners of the poſt-office. In 
that letter you will find what a quick change I made 
in ſeven days from London to the deanery, through 
many nations and languages unknown. to the civilizeg 
world. And 1 have often reflected, in how few bours, 
with a ſwift horſe, or a ſtrong gale, a man may come 
among a people as unknown to him as the antipodes. 
If I did not know you more by your converſation and 
kindneſs than by your letter, I might be baſe enou 

to ſuſpect, that, in point of friendſhip, you acted li 

ſome philoſophers who writ much better upon virtue 
than they practiſed it. In anſwer, I can only ſwear, 
that you have. taught me to dream, which I had not 
done in twelve years further than by inexpreſſible non- 
ſenſe ; but now I can every night diſtinctly ſee Twieken · 
ham, and the grotio, and Dawley, and many other 
et cetera's, and it is but three nights ſince I beat Mrs 
Pope. I muſt needs confeſs, that the pleaſure I take in 
thinking on you, is very much leſſened by the pain I 
am in about your health. You pay dearly for the great 
talents God hath given you; and for the conſequences 
of them, in the eſteem and diſtinction you receive from 
mankind, unleſs you can provide a tolerable ſtock of 
health; in which purſuit I cannot much commend your 
conduct, but rather intreat you would mend it, by fol- 
lowing the advice of my Lord Bolingbroke, and your 
other phyſicians. When you talked of cups and im- 
preſſions, it came into my head to imitate you in quo- 
ting ſeripture, not to your advantage. I mean what 
was ſaid to David by one of his brothers; I knew thy 
pride, and the naughtineſs of thy heart. I remember when 
it grieved your foul to ſee me pay a penny more than 
my club at an inn, when you had maintained me three 
months at bed and board; for which, if I bad dealt with 
you in the Smithfield way, it would have coſt me a 
hundred pounds; for I live worſe here upon more. Did 
you ever conſider, that I am for life almoſt twice as rich 
as you, and pay no rent, and drink French wine twice 
as cheap as you do Port, and have neither coach, chair, 
nor mother? As to the world, I think you ought to 
fay to it with St Paul, F ave hawe ſown unto you ſpiritual 
tbings, is it a great thing if ave ſhall reap your carnal * 
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This is more proper ſtill, if you conſider the French 
word ſpiritual, in which ſenſe the world ought to pay 
you better than they do. If you made me a preſent of 
a thouſand pound, I would not allow myſelf to be in 
your debt ; and if I made you a preſent of two, I would 
not allow myſelf to be out of it. But I have not half 
| 2 pride: witneſs what Mr Gay ſays in his letter, that 

was cenſured for begging preſents, though I limited 
them to ten ſhillings. I fee no reaſon (at leaſt my 
friendſhip and vanity ſee none) why you ſhould not give 
me a viſit, when you ſhall happen to be diſengaged. I 
will fend a perſon to Cheſter to take care of you, and 
you ſhall be uſed by the beſt folks we have here, as well 
as civility and good-nature can contrive. I believe lo- 
cal motion will be no ill phyſic; and I will have yaur 
coming inſcribed on my tomb, and recorded in never- 
dying verle. | 

1 thank Mrs Pope for her prayers; but I know the 
myſtery. A perſon of my acquaintance, who uſed to 
correſpond with the laſt Great Duke of Tuſcany, ſhew- 
ing one of the Duke's letters to a friend, and profeſſing 
great ſenſe of his Highneſs's friendſhip, read this paſſage 
out of the letters, I would give one of my fingers to procure 
Four real good. The perſon to whom this was read, and 
who knew the. Duke well, ſaid, the meaning of real 
good was only, that the other might turn a good Catho- 
lic. Pray aſk Mrs Pope, whether this ſtory is applicable 
to her and me? I pray God bleſs her, for I am ſure ſhe 
is a good Chriſtian, and (which is almoſt as rare) a 
good woman. 

Adieu. 


\ 
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Mr Gay to Dr SwiFT. 


| OF. 22. 1727. 
HE Queen's family is at laſt ſettled ; and in the 

lift I was appointed Gentleman-uſher to the Prin- 
Louiſa, the youngeſt Princeſs; which, upon ac- 
count that I am fo far advanced in life, I have declined 
| accepting: 


——— NES 
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accepting; and have endeavoured, in the beſt manner I 
could, to make my excuſes by a letter to her Majeſty. 
So now all my expectations are vaniſhed ;- and I have 
no proſpect, but in depending wholly upon myſelf, and 
my own conduct. As I am uſed to diſappointments, I 
can bear them; but as I can have no more hopes, I can 
no more be diſappointed ; fo that I am in a bleſſed con- 
dition. You remember you were adviſing me to go 
into Newgate to finiſh my ſcenes the more correctly. 
— 1 now think I ſhall, for I have no attendance to 
hinder me; but my opera is already finiſhed. I leave 
the reſt of this paper to Mr Pope. . 


Gay is a free man, and I writ him a long congratula- 
tory letter upon it. Do you the ſame. It will mend 
him, and make him a better man than a court could do. 
Horace might keep his coach in Auguſtus time, if he 
pleaſed ; but I won't in the time of our Auguſtus. My 
poem, (which it grie: es me that I dare not ſend you a co- 
py of, for fear of the Curls and Dennis's of Ireland, and 
ſtill more for fear of the worſt of traitors, our friends 
and admirers), my poem, I ſay, will ſhew what a diſ- 
tinguiſhing age we lived in. Your name is in it, with 
ſome others, under a mark of ſuch ignominy as you will 
not much grieve to wear in that company. Adieu, and 
God bleſs you, and give you health and ſpirits, 

Whether thou chuſe Cervantes” ſerious air, 

Or laugh and ſhake in Rab lais eaſy chair, 

Or in the graver gown infirutt mankind, 

Or, filent, let thy morals tell thy mind. 


Theſe two verſes are over and above what I have aid of 
you in the poem. Adieu. 


r 4 > 7 
Dr SwirT to Mr Gar. 


Dublin, Nov. 23. 1727. 
I Entirely approve your refuſal of that employment, 
and your writing to the Queen. I am ** 
dent 
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fident you have a keen enemy in the miniſtry. God 
forgive him, but not till be puts himſelf in a ſtate to be 
forgiven. Upon reafoning with myſelf, I ſhould hope 
they are gone too far to diſeard you quite, and that 
they will give you ſomething ; which, although much 
leſs than they ought, will be (as far as it is worth) bet - 
ter circumſtantiated ; and fince you already juſt live, a 
middling help will make you juſt tolerable. Your late- 
neſs in life (as you ſo ſoon call it) might be improper 
to begin the world with, but almoſt the eldeſt men may 
hope to ſee changes in a court. ' A miniſter is always ſe- 
venty : you are thirty years younger; and conſider, 
Cromwel himſelf did not begin to appear till he was 
older than you. I beg you will be thrifty, and learn to 
value a ſhilling, which Dr Birch ſaid was a ſerious thing. 
Get a ftronger fence about your 1000 1. and throw the 
inner fence into the heap, and be adviſed by your Twic- 
kenham landlord and me about an annuity. You are 
the moſt refractory, honeſt, good-natured may I ever 
have known. I could argue out this paper. I am 
very glad your opera is finiſhed, and hope your friends 
will join the readier to make it ſucceed; becauſe you are 
ill- uſed by others. [49 | 

I have known courts theſe thirty fix years, and know | 
they differ; but in ſome things they are extremely con- 
ſtant. Firſt, in the trite old maxim of a miniſter's ne- 
ver forgiving thoſe he hath injured. Secondly, in the 
inſincerity of thoſe who would be thought the belt 
friends. Thirdly, in the love of fawnivg, cringing, 
and tale-bearing. Fourthly, in ſacrificing thoſe whom 
we'really wiſh well, to a point of intereſt or intrigue. 
Fifthly, in keeping every thing worth taking, for thoſe 
who can do ſervice or diſſervice. 

Now, why does not Pope publiſh his dulneſs *? The 
rogues he marks, will die of themſelves in peace, and fo 
will his friends, and ſo there will be neither puniſhment 
nor reward. Pray inquire how my Lord St John 
does? There's no man's health in England I am more 
concerned about than his. I wonder whether you be- 
gin to taſte the pleaſure of independency ; or whether 
you do not ſometimes leer upon the court, eculo retorto. 

- The Dunciad, 
Will 
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Will you not think of an annuity, when you are twa 
years older, and have doubled your purchaſe- money: 
Have you dedicated your opera, and got the uſual de- 
dication-fee of twenty guineas? How is the Doctor! 
Does he not chide, that you never called upon him for 
hints? Is my Lord Bolingbroke, at the moment I am 
writing, a planter, a philoſopher, or a writer ? Is Mr 
Pultney in expettation of a ſon, or my Lord Oxford of 
a new old manuſcript ? RR | 
| bought your opera to-day for ſixpence; a curſed 
print. I find there is neither dedication nor preface; 
both which wants T approve; it is in the grand gozr. 
We are as full of it, pro modulo noftro, as London can 
be; continually acting, and houſes cramm'd, and the 
Lord Lieutenant ſeveral times there laughing his heart 
out. I did not underftand, that the ſcene of Locket and 
Peachum's quarrel was an imitation of one between Bru. 
tus and Caſſius, till I was told it. I wiſh Mackheath, 
when he was going to be hanged, had imitated Alex- 
ander the Great when he was dying. T would have had 
his fellow-rogues deſire his commands about a ſucceſſor, 
and he to av{wer, Let it be the moſt worthy, &c. We 
hear a million of ſtories about the opera, of the ap- 
plauſe at the ſong, That was level at me, when two 
great miniſters were in a box together, and all the 
world ſtaring at them. I am heartily glad your opera 
hath mended your purſe, though perhaps it may ſpoil 
your court, | 
Will you defire my Lord Bolingbroke, Mr Pultney, 
and Mr Pope, to command you to buy an annuity with 
two thouſand pounds, that you may laugh at courts, 
and bid miniſters ——— | 
Ever preſerve ſome ſpice of the aldermen, and prepare 
againſt age, and dulneſs, and fickneſs, and coldneſs, or 
death of friends. A whore has a reſource left, that ſhe 
can turn bawd ; but an old decayed poet is a creature 
abandoned, and at mercy, when he can find none. Get 
me likewiſe Polly's mezzotinto. Lord, how the ſchool- 
boys at Weſtminſter, and univerfity-lads adore you at 
this zunfture! Have you made as many men laugh as 
miniſters can make weep ? 
I will excuſe Sir —— the trouble of a letter. When 
Vor. VIII. G ambaſſadors 
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ambaſſadors came from Troy to condole with Tiberius 


upon the death of his nephew, after two years; the 
Emperor anſwered, that he likewiſe condoled with them 
for the untimely death of Hector. I always loved and 
reſpected him very much, and do ſtill as much as ever ; 
and it is a return ſufficient, if he pleaſes to accept the 
offers of my moſt humble ſervice. | N 
The Beggar's opera hath knocked down Gulliver; I 
hope to fee Pope's Dulneſs knock down the Beggar's 
opera, but not till it bath fully done its job. | 
To expoſe vice, and make people laugh with inno- 
cence, does more public ſervice than all the miniſters of 
fate from Adam to Walpole ; and fo adieu. 


rn ox; - 
Lord BOLINGBROKE to Dr Swir r. 


Ope charges himſelf with this letter. He has been 
here two days; he is now hurrying to London; he 
will hurry back to Twickenham in two days more; and, 
before the end of the week, he will be, for ought I 
know, at Dublin. In the mean time, his Dune; ® 
grows and flouriſhes, as if he was there already. It 
will indeed be a noble work. The many will ſtare at 
it, the few will ſmile, and all his patrons, from Bicker- 
ſtaff to Gulliver, will rejoice, to ſee themſelves adorn - 


ced in that immortal piece, 


I hear that you have had ſome return of your illneſs, 
which carried you fo ſuddenly from us, if indeed it was 
your own illneſs which made you in ſuch haſte to be at 
Dublin. Dear Swift, take care of your health. I'll 
give you a receipt for it, à la Montagne, or, which is 
better, à la Bruzere. Nouriſſer bien votre corps; ne le 
fatiguer jamais laiſſer rouiller Peſprit, meuble inutil, voire 
outil dangereux e laiſſer ſonner vos tloches le matin, pour e- 
eriller les chanoi nes, et pour faire dormir le Doyen d' un ſom- 
meil doux et profond, qui lui procure de beaux ſonges : lever 
w0us ſard, et aller @ legliſe, pour vous faire payer d avoir 
bien dormi et bien dejeunt, As to myſelf, (a perſon about 

be Dunciad. 9255 | 
| whom 
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whom I concern myſelf very little), I muſt ſay a word 
or two out of complaiſance to you. I am in my farm, 
and here I ſhoot ſtrong and tenacious roots. I have 
caught hold of the earth, (to uſe a gardener's phraſe), 
and neither my enemies nor my friends will find it an, 
eaſy matter to tranſplant me again. Adieu. Let me 
hear from you, at leaſt of you. I love you for a thou. 
ſand things; for none more than for the juſt eſteem and 
Jove which you have for all the ſons of Adam. 


P. S. According to Lord Bolingbroke's account, I 
ſhall be at Dublin in three days. I cannot help adding 
a word, to defire you to expect my foul there with you 
by that time; but as for the jade of a body that is 
tacked to it, I fear there will be no drapging it after. 
I aſſure you I have few friends here to detain me, and 
no powerful one at court abſolutely to forbid my jour- 
ney. I am told the gynocracy are of opinion, that 
they want no better writers than Cibber, and the Bri- 
tiſh journaliſh ; fo that we may live at quiet, and apply 
ourſelves to our more abſtruſe ſtudies. The only cour- 
tiers I know, or have the honour to call my friends, are 
John Gay and Mr Bowry. The former is at preſent ſo 
employed in the elevated airs of his opera, and the lat- 
ter in the exaltation of his high dignity, (that of her 
Majeſty's waterman), that I can ſcarce obtain a cates 
gorical anſwer from either to any thing I ſay to them 
But the opera ſucceeds extremely, to yours and my ex- 
treme ſatisfaction, of which be promiſes this poſt to give 
you a fulł account. Fhave been in a worſe condition of 
health than ever, and think my: immortality. is very near 
out of my enjoyment : ſo it muſt be in you, and in po- 
ſterity, to make me what amends you can for dying 
young. Adieu. While Jam, I am your's. Pray love 
me, and take care of yourſelf, ; 


EN FT 


March 23. 1727-8. 
| Send you a very odd thing, a paper printed in Boſtott 
in New England, 3 you'll find a real perſon, 
2 4 


* 
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a member of their parliament, of the name of Jona» 


than Gulliver. If the fame of that traveller has tra- 
velled thither, it has travelled very quick to have folks 
chriſtened already by the name of the ſuppoſed author. 
But if you object, that no child fo lately ebriſtened, 
could be arrived at years of maturity to be elected into 
parliament ; I reply, (to folve the riddle), that the per- 
ſon is an Anabaptift, and not chriſtened till full age, 
which ſets all right. However it be, the accident is 
very ſingular, that thefe two names ſhould be united. 
Mr Gay's opera has been acted near forty days run- 
ning, and will certainly continue the whole ſeaſon. So 
he has more than a fence about his thouſand pound *: 
he'll ſoon be thinking of a fence about his two thouſind. 
Shall no one of us live as we would: wiſh each other to 
live ? Shall he have no annuity, you no ſettlemient on 
this fide, and I no proſpect of getting to you on the o- 
ther? This world is made for Cæſar, — as Cato ſaid; 
for ambitious, falſe, or flattering people, to domineer 


ja. | Nay they would not, by their good will, leave us 


our very books, thoughts, or words in quiet. I deſpiſe 
the world yet, I affure you, more than either Gay or 
you, and the court more than all the reſt of the world. 
As for thoſe ſeribblers for whom you apprehend I would 
ſuppreſs my Duineſs, (which, by the way, for the future, 
yu are to call by a more pompous name, The Dunciad), 
ow much that neſt of hornets are my regard, will ea- 
ſily appear to you, when you: read the treatiſe of the 
Bathos. | 
At all adventures, yours and my name ſhall ſtand 
linked as friends to poſterity, both in verſe and proſe, 
and, as Tully calls it, in conſuetudine fudiorum. Would 
to God our perſons could but as well and as furely be 
inſeparable! I find my other ties dropping from me : 


ſome worn off, ſome torn off, others relaxing daily: 


® Before Mr Gay had fenced this thouſand pounds, he bad a con- 
fultation with his friends about the diſpoſal of it. Mr L. adviſed him 
to intruſt it to the funds, and live upon the intereft ; Dr Arbuthnor, 
to intruſt it to Providence, and live upon the principal; and Mr 
Pope was for purchaſing an annuity for life. In this uncertainty he 
could only fay with the old man in Terence, Feciſtis probes 
Incertior ſum multo, quam dudum. Warb. 


my 
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my greateſt, both by duty, gratitude, and humanity, 
time is ſhaking every moment, and it now hangs but by 
a thread! Fam many years the older, for living ſo much 
with one ſo old; much the more helpleſs, for baving 
been ſo long helped and tended by her; much the more 
conſiderate and tender, for a daily commerce with one 
who required me juſtly to: be both to her;: and conſe- 
quently the more melancholy and thoughtful; and the 
leſs fit for others, who want only im a companion or a 
friend, to be amuſed or entertained. My conſtitution 
too has had its ſtrare of decay, as well as my ſpirits; and 
Fam as much in the decline. at forty,. as you at fixtys 
believe we ſhould be fit to. live together, could I get 
a little more health, which might. make. me not quite. 
inſupportable, Your deafneſs would agree with my dul- 
neſs; you would not want me to ſpeak when you could. 
not hear. But God forbid you ſhould be as deſtitute. of 
the ſocial comforts of life, as L.muſt when I loſe my mo- 
ther; or that ever you ſhould loſe your more uſeful ac- 
quaintance ſo utterly, as to turn your thoughts to ſuch 
a broken reed as: I. am, who could ſo ill. ſapply. your 
Wants. I am extremely troubled at the returns of your 
deifneſs; you cannot be too particular in the accounts, 
of you health tome; every thing you do or. ny in this 
kind, obliges me, nay, delights me, to ſ.e-the juſtice you. 
do me in thinking me concerned in all your concerns; ſo 
that though the pleaſanteſt thing you can tell me be. 
that you are better or eaſier, next io that it pleaſes me, 
that you make me the perſon you would complain to. 

As the obtaining the love of valuable men is the hap- 
pieſt end I know of this life, ſo the next. felicity-is, to 
get rid of fools and. ſcoundrels; which I can't but own- 
to you was one part of my deſign in falling upon theſe. 
authors, . whoſe incapacity is not greater than their in- 
ſincerity ;. and of whom Lhave always found, (if I may. 
quote myſelf), 


That each bad author is as bad a friend. 
This poem will rid me of thoſe inſects. 


Cedite, Romani ſeriptores, . cedite, Graii; 


Neſcio quid 'majus naſcitur Iliade ; . 
G 3 1 
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I mean than my Iliad; and I call it Neſcio guid, which 
is a degree of modeſty ; but however, if it ſilence theſe 


fellows ®, it muſt be ſomething greater than any Iliad 
in Chriſtendom. Adieu. 


. 
From Dr S wWwIr r. 


| Dublin, May 10. 1728. 

1 Have with great pleaſure ſhewn the New- England 

news- paper with the two names Jonathan Culli- 
ver; and J remember Mr Forteſcue ſent you an account 
from the affizes, of one Lemue! Gulliver, who had a 
cauſe there, and loft it on his ill reputation of being a 
Har. Theſe are not the only obſervations I have made 
upon odd ſtrange accidents in trifles, which in things of 
great importance would have been matter for hiſto- 
rians. Mr Gay's opera bath been acted here twenty 
times; and my Lord Lieutenant Þ tells me, it is very 
_ performed ; he hath ſeen it often, and approves it 
much. . 

You give a moſt melancholy account of yourſelf, and 
which I do not approve. I reckon, that a man ſubject 
like us to bodily infirmities, ſhould only occaſionally 
converſe with great people, notwithſtanding all their 
good quatities, eaſineſſes, and kindneſſes. There is an- 
other race which I prefer before them, as beef and mut - 
ton for conſtant diet before partridges; I mean a middle 
kind both for underſtanding and fortune; who are per- 
fectly eaſy, never impertinent, complying in every 
thipg, ready to do a hundred little offices that you and 
I may often want, who dine and ſit with me five times 
for once that I go to them, and whom I can tell with- 
out offence, that I am otherwiſe engaged at preſent. 
This you cannot expect from any of thoſe that either 
you, or I, or both are acquainted with on your fide; 
who are only fit for our healthy feaſons, and have much 


It did, in a little time, efieually ſilence them. ard. 
+ Lord Carteret. buſneſ: 
uuneis 
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buſineſs of their own. God forbid I ſhould condemu 

you to Ireland, (quanzuam O); and for Eogland I de- 

ſpair; and indeed a change of affairs would come too 

late at my ſeaſon of life, and might probably produce 

nothing on my behalf. You have kept Mrs Pope long- 

er, and have had her care beyond what from nature 

you could expect; not but her loſs will be very ſenſible, 

whenever it ſhall happen. I fy one thing, that both 

ſummers and winters are milder here than with you; all 

things for life in general better for a middling fortune: 

you will have an abſolute command of your company, 

with whatever obſequiouſneſs or freedom you. may ex- 

pect or allow. I bave an elderly bouſekeeper *, who. 

bath been my W—lp—le above thirty years, whene- 

ver I lived in this kingdom. I have the command of 

| one or two villa's near this town: you have a warm a- 

0 partment in this houſe, and two gardens for amuſement. 

: L have ſaid enough, yet not half. Except abſence from 

friends, I confeſs freely that I have no diſcontent at li- 

ving here; beſides what ariſes from a filly ſpirit of liber- 

ty, which as it neither ſours my drink, nor hurts my 

meat, nor ſpoils my ſtomach farther than in imagina- 
tion, ſo Lreſolve to throw it off. | 

You talk of this Dunciad ; but Iam impatient to 

- have it wo/are per ora;—there is now a vacancy for fame, 

The Beggars opera hath done its taſk; diſcedat, uti cone 

viva ſatur. Adieu. 


LETTER XXXI. 


From Dr SWirT. 


| June 1. 1728. 
Look upon my Lord Bolingbroke and us two, as 
a peculiar triumvirate, who have nothing to ex- 
pect, or to fear; and fo far fitteſt to converſe with one 
another: only he and Þ are a little ſubject to ſchemes, 
and one of us (I wont ſay which) upon very weak ap- 
pearances, and this you have nothing to do with. I do 
profeſs, without affectation, that your kind opinion of 

* Mrs Brent, | 

me 
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me as a patriot, (ſince you call it ſo), is what I do not 
deſerve; becauſe what I do is owing to perſect rage and 
reſentment, and the mortifying ſight of ſlavery, folly, 
and baſeneſs about me, among which I am forced to 
live. And I wilk take my oath, that you have more 
virtue in an hour, than Lin ſeven years: for you deſpiſe 
the follies, and hate the vices of mankind, without the. 
leaſt ill effect on your temper ; and with regard to parti- 
cular men, you are inclined always rather to think the 
better; whereas with me it is: always directly contrary. 
J hope; however, this is not in you from-a ſuperior prin- 
ciple of virtue, but from your ſituation; which hath: 
made all parties and intereſts indifferent to you; who 
can be under no concern about high and low church, 
Whig and Fory, or who is firſt miniſter, —— Your long 
letter was the laſt I received till this by Dr Delany,. 
although you mention another fince. The Doctor told 
me your ſecret about the Dunciad ; which does not pleaſe 
me, becauſe it defers gratifying my vanity in the moſt 
tender point, and perhaps may wholly diſappoint it. As 
to one of your inquiries, F am eaſy enough in great 
matters; but have a thouſind-paltry vexations in my 
little ſtation ; and the more contemptible, the more 
vexatiouss There might be a: Lutrin writ upon the. 
tricks uſed by my chapter to teaſe me. I do not con- 
verſe with one creature of ſtation or title, but I have a 
ſet of eaſy people whom I entertain when I-havea mind. 
L have formerly deſcribed them to you; but when you 
come, you ſhall have the honours of the country as- 
much as you pleaſe; and I ſtiall, on that account, make 
a better figure as long as I live. Pray God preſerve- 
Mrs Pope for your ſake and eaſe; I.love and eſteem her 
too much to wiſh it for her own: if I were five and 
twenty, Lwould wiſh-to be of her age, to be as ſecure 
as ſhe is of a better life, Mrs P. B. has writ to me, 
and is one of the beſt-letter-writers I know ;. very good 
ſenſe, civility, and friendſhip, without any ſliffpeſ or 
conſtraint. The Dunciad has taken wind here; but if 
it had not, you are as much known here as in England, 
and; the univerſity-lads will croud to kifs the hem of: 
your garment.. Lam grieved to hear that my Lord Bo- 
lingbroke's ill health forced him to the Bath. Tell me, 

; 13. 
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is not Temperance a. neceſſary virtue for great men, 
fince it is the parent of Eafe and Liberty ? fo neceſſary 
for the uſe and improvement of the mind, and which 
| philoſophy allows to be the greateſt felicities of life? I 
(AV had health been given ſo liberally to you, it 
would have been better huſbanded without ſhame to 


your parts. 


Þ..4...3- ©. RR... : 


| Dawley, June 28. 1728. 
Now hold the pen for my Lord Bolingbroke, who 
is reading your Jetter between two hay-cocks ; but 
his attention is ſomewhat diverted, by caſting his eyes 
on the clouds, not in admiration of what you ſay, but 
for fear of a ſhower. He is pleaſed with your placing him 
in the triumvirate between yourſelf and me; though he 
fays, that he doubts he ſhall fare like Lepidus, while one 
of us runs away with all the power like Auguſtus, and 
another with all the pleaſures like Anthony. It is upon 
- a foreſight of this, that he has fitted up his farm; and 
you will agree, that this ſcheme of retreat at leaſt is not 
founded upon weak appearances. Upon his return from 
the Bath, all peccant humours, be finds, are purged out 
of him, and his great temperance and ceconomy are ſa 
fignal, that the firſt is fit for my conſtitution, and the 
latter would enable you ta lay up fo much money as 
to buy a biſhoprick in England. As to the return ot 
his health and vigour, were you here, you might inquire 
of his hay-makers; but as to his temperance, I can an- 
fwer, that (for one whole day) we have had nothing for 
dinner but mutton-broth, beans and bacon, and a barn» 
 Qoor fowl. | 

Now his Lordſhip is run after his cart, I have a mo- 
ment left to myſelf to tell you, that I overheard bim 
yeſterday agree with a painter for 200 J. to paint his 
country-hall with trophies of rakes, fpades, prongs, &c. 
and other ornaments, merely to countenance his calling 

this place a farm. Now turn over a new leaf, — 
He bids me uſſure you, he ſhould be ſorry not to have 
more ſchemes of kindneſs for his friends, than of ambi- 
tion 
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tion for himſelf. There, though his ſchemes may be 
weak, the motives at leaſt are ſtrong. And he ſays fur- 
+ ther, if you could bear as preat a fall and decreaſe of 
your revenues, as he knows by experience he can, you 
would not live in Ireland an hour. 

The Dunciad is going to be printed in all pomp, with 
the inſcription, which makes me proudeſt. It will be 
attended with Proeme, Prolegomena, Teflimonia Scripto- 
rum, Index Authorum, and notes Variorum. As to the 
latter, I deſire you to read over the text, and make a 
few in any way you like beſt “, whether dry raillery, 
upon the ſtyle and way of commenting of trivial critics ; 
or humerous, upon the authors in the poem; or hiſto- 
rical, of perſons, places, times; or explanatory; or col- 
lecting the parallel paſſages of the ancients. Adieu. I 
am pretty well, my mother not ill; Dr Arbuthnot 
vexed with his fever by intervals; I am afraid he de» 
clines, and we ſhall lon worthy man: I am troubled 
@bout him very much. 
t Jan, &c.. 


L-E'T'T'E R Ku. 
From Dr SWI r. 7 


July 16. 1728. 

Have often run over the Dunciad in an Iriſh edition, 

(I ſuppoſe full of faults), which a gentleman ſent 
me. The notes I could wiſh to be very large, in what 
relates to the perſons concerned; for I have long ob- 
f-rved, that twenty miles from London no body under» 
ſtands hints, initial letters, or town facts and paſſages; 
and in a few years not even thoſe who live in London. 
F would have the names of thoſe ſcribblers printed in- 
dexically at the beginning or end of the poem, with 
an account of their works, for the reader to refer to. I 
would have all the parodies (as they are called) refer- 
red to the author they imitate.—— When F began this 
long paper, I thought I ſhould have filled it with ſetting 


® Dr Swift did ſo. 
down 
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down the ſeveral paſſages I had marked in the edition 
I had; but I find it unneceſſary, ſo many of them falling 
under the ſame rule. After twenty times reading the 
whole, I never, in my opinion, ſaw fo much good fatire, 
or more good ſenſe, in ſo many lines. How it paſſes in 
Dublin I know not yet ; but I am ſure it will be a great 
diſadvantage to the poem, that the perſons and facts will 
not be underſtood, till an explanation comes out, and 
a very full one. I imagine it is not to be publiſhed till 
towards winter, when folks begin to gather in town, 
Again I inſiſt, you muſt have your aſteriſks filled up with 
ſome real names of real dunces, 

I am now reading your preceeding letter of June 28. 
and find, that all I have adviſed above is mentioned 
there. I would be glad to know whether the quarto 
edition is to come out anonymoully, as publiſhed by the 
commentator, with all his pomp of prefaces, &c. and 
among many complaints of ſpurious editions I am 
thinking whether the editor ſhould not follow the old 
ſtyle of this exellent author, &c. and refine in many 
places when you meant no refinement; and into the 
bargain, take all the load of naming the dunces, their 
qualities, hiſtories, and performances, 

As to yourſelf, I doubt you want a ſpurrer- on to ex- 
ercile and to amuſements ; but to talk of decay at your 
ſeaſon of life, is a jeſt. But you are not ſo regular as I. 
You are the moſt temperate man God-ward, and the 
moſt intemperate yourſelf-ward, of moſt I have known. 
I ſuppoſe Mr Gay will return from the Bath with twenty 
pounds more fleſh, and two hundred leſs in money. Pro- 
vidence never deſigned him to be above two and twen- 
ty, by his thought leſſneſs and cullibility. He hath as 
little foreſight of age, ſickneſs, poverty, or loſs of ad- 
mirers, as a girl at fifteen, By the way, I muſt ob- 
ſerve, that my Lord Bolingbroke (from the effects of 
bis kindneſs to me) argues moſt ſophiſtically : the fall 
from a million to a hundred thouſand pounds is not fo 

eat, as from eight hundred pounds a- year to one: be- 
ides, he is a controller of fortune, and poverty dares 
not look a great miniſter in the face under his loweſt 
declenſion. I never knew him live ſo great and expen- 
Gvely as he hath done ſince his return from exile; = 

mortals 
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mortals have reſources that others are not able to com- 
prebend. But God bleſs you, whoſe great genius has 
pot ſo tranſported you as to leave you to the courteſy 
of mankind; for wealth is liberty, and liberty is a bleſ- 
{ing fitteſt for a philoſopher, — and Gay is a ſlave juſt by 
two thouſand pounds too little. And Horace was 
of my mind, and let my Lord contradi& him if he 
ares, —— | 


EC ST 'T E RR XARY. 


Bath, Nov. 12. 1728. 

I Have paſſed fix weeks in queſt of health, and found 

it not; but I found the folly of ſolicitude about it 
in a hundred inſtances; the contrariety of opinions and 
practices, the inability of phyficians, the blind ebedience 
of ſome patients, and as blind rebellion of others. I 
believe at a certain time of life, men are either fools or 
phyſicians for themſelves, and zealots or divines for 
themſelves, 

It was much in my hopes that you intended us a win- 
ter's viſit ; but laſt week I repented that wiſh, having 
been alarmed with a report of your lying ill on the road 
from Ireland; from which I am juſt relieved, by an af- 
ſurance that you are ſtill at Sir A——'s planting and 
building ; two things that I envy you for, beſides a 
third, which is the ſociety of a valuable lady. I con- 
clude, (though T know nothing of it), that you quarrel 
with her, and abuſe her every day, if ſhe is ſo. I won- 
der I hear of no lampoons upon her, either made b 
yourſelf, or by others,” becauſe you eſteem her. 1 think 
it a vaſt pleaſure, that whenever two people of merit 


regard one another, ſo many ſcoundrels envy and are 


angry at them: it is bearing teſtimony to a merit they 
cannot reach; and if you knew the infinite content I 
have received of late, at the finding yours and my name 
conſtantly united in any filly ſcandal, I think you 
would go near to ſing Je triumphe! and celebrate my 
happineſs in verſe ; and, I believe, if you will not, I 
ſhall. The inſcription to the Dunciad is now printed, 
and inſerted in the poem. Do you care I ſhould fay 

| any 
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any thing farther how. much that poem is yours? ſinee 
certainly without you it had never been. Would to 
God we were together for the reſt of our lives ! The 
whole weight of ſeribblers would juſt ſerve to ſind us 
amuſement, and not more. I hope you are too well 
employed to mind them. Every ſtick you plant, and 
every ſtone you lay, is to ſome purpoſe ; but the huſi- 
neſs. of ſuch lives as theirs is but to die daily, to labour, 
and, raiſipgnothing. - I ogly wiſh we could comfort each 
other under our; bodily: ipfirmities ; and let thoſe who. 
have ſo great a mind to have more wit than we, win it 
and wear it. Give us but caſe, health, peace, and fair! 
weather J 4 think it is the beſt w iſh in the world, and 
you; know whoſe it was. If I lived in Iteland, I fear 
the wet climate wauld endanger more than my life 3 
my humour, and health ; I am ſo atmoſpherical a erea - 
te. ge to e he u Sti 6 bro z 2s berbhigd 
I muſt} vet omit acquainting you, that what. you: 
heard of the words ſpoken: of you in the drawing : room, 
was not true. The ſayings of princes are generally;as} 
ill related, as the ſay ings of wits. To; ſuch report 
little of our regard ſhould be poſer and leſs vr our con- 
nn * 181 wit #49290 TEE 25M) 
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| " Dublin, Feb, 13. = 7 
12 Lived very, ir in the country. Sir A. is a man of 
ſenſe, and a ſcholar, has a good voice, and my Lady 
a better ; ſhe is perfectly well bred, and defirous to im- 
prove her —— which is very good, but cul- 
tivated too much like a ſine lady. She was my pupil 
there, and ſeverely chid when ſhe read wrong. With 
that, and walking. and making twenty little amuſing 
improvements, and writing family - verſes of mirth 
* of libels on my lady, my time paſſed very well, and 
n very great order; jalditely better than here, where 
l ſee no creature but my ſervants, and my old Preſby- 
Vox. VIII. . 8 terian 
T A 4 
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his cat; he offends no body, is eaſy with every body. 
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terian houſekeeper, denying myſelf to every bay, till 
Ichall recbver my ears. ber D entre une 
The actount of andther Lord Lieutenant was only in 
a common ne we paper when I was iu the country: ald if 
it ſhould have happened tu be true; L would have deſired 
to haue had acceſs'to' him, as the ſituation I am in te- 


quires. But this renews the grief for the death of our 
fiend Mr Con 


grove) whom Joved:from-my youth, and 
who ſurely; beides his other talents, was à very apree- 
able companion. He had the misfbitune to fquander a- 
way a vefy good conſtitution in bis ydunger days; and 
I chink la man ef ſenſe and merit like him, is bound in 
cotifcievee” to preſerve bis bealth, for the fake of his 
friends, as wel las of himſelf. Upon bis on account I 
could not much deſire the continuance. of his life under 


ſo much pain, and ſo many inſirmities. Tears have not 


yet hardened me; and I have an addition of weight on 


my ſpiriti ſinee we loſt him; though I ſaw him fo ſel- 
—4 Pon poſſibly if be had lived on, ſhould never have 


im more. I do not only with, as you aſk me, 


that I was unacquainted with any deſerving perſon, but 


almoſt that'F never had a friend. Here is an ingenious 
-humoured phyſician , a ſine gentleman, an ex- 
cellent ſcholar, eaſy in his fortunes, kind to every body, 


bath abundance of friends, entertains them often and 


liberally ; they-pals the evening with him at cards, with 


plenty of good meat and wine, eight or a dozen toge - 


ther ; be loves them all, and they bim. He has twen- 


ty of theſe at command; if one of them dies, it is no 


more than poor Tom! be gets another, or takes u 
with the reſt, and is no more moved than at the loſs 


I not this the true happy man? I was deſcribing 
him to my Lady A—, who knows him too; but ſnie 
hates him mortally by my character, and will not drink 
his health. I would give balf my fortune for the fame 
temper; and yet 1 cannot ſay I love it; for I do not 
love my Lord ——, who is much of the Doctor's nature. 
1 hear Mr Gay's ſecond opera f, which you mention, is 
forbid; and then he will be once more fit to adviſed, 
and reje& your advice. Adie. 
2 © Dr Helſham. | + Polly. 24k\ * WP 1 
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5 Delle, Mer. 21. 1729. 

700 tell. 0 me you have not quitted the * of 
collecting, writing, Ge. | This n the atſwer; af 
— * ſinner who doſers his repentance. I wiſh Mr Pope 
were as great an urger as I, who long for nothing more 
than to ſee truth under your hands, —— all detrac- 
tion in the duſt.——1 myſelf diſpoſed every year, 

or rather every month, to be more angry and revenge - 
ful; and my rage is ſo. ignoble, that it deſcends even 
to reſent the folly and baſeneſs of tbe inſla ved people a- 
wong whom I live. 1 knew an old Lord in 9 — 
ſhire, who amuſed himſelf with menũl ing pit chforka and 
ſpades for his tenants gratis. - Yet I have higher ideas 
left, if 1 were nearer to object on which I might em- 
ploy. them; tind contemning my private fortune, would 
gladly eroſi the channel, and ſtand by, while my betters 
were driving the boars out of the garden, if there be 
any probable expectation of ſuch an endeavour; - When 
I was of your age J often thought of death 3 but now 
after a dozen years more, it is never out of my mind, 
and terriſies ine Jeſs. I conclude, that Providence hath 
ordered bur fears to deereafe with our ſpirits: and yet 
I love {a bagatelle better than ever; for finding it 
troubleſome to read at night, and the company here 
growing: taſteleſs, I am always writing bad proſe, or 
worſe verſes, either of rage or' raillery, whereof fone 
wat eſcape to give Rn or imirths and the reſt are 

rut. 

They print ſome Iriſh traſh in Loddon; and chatte 
it on me, which you will clear me — to my friends ; 
for all are ſpurious except one paper ®, for which Mr 
Pope very lately chid me. 1 remenider your Lordſhip 
uſed to ſay, that a few good ſpeakers would in time 
carry any point that was right; and that the common 


Intitled, A liel on Dr Delany and 4 certain great Lund, vol. 6. 
p. 323- 
H 2 method 


- 88  VETTERSTOAND Let 37. 
method of a majority, by calling, To the queſtion, 


would never hold long when reaſon was on the other 
fide, Whether politics do not change, like gaming, by 
the invention of new tricks, I am ignorant; but I be- 
lieve in your time you would never, as a miniſter, have 
ſuffered an act to paſs through the H. of C—, only 
becauſe you were ſure of a majority in the H. of L—s to 
throw it out: becauſe it would be unpopular, and con · 
ſequently a loſs of reputation. Jet tbis we are told 
hath been the caſe) in the qualification · bill relating to 
penſioners. It ſhould ſeem to me, that corruption, like 
avarice, hath no bounds. I had opportunities to know 
the proceedings of your miniſtry better than any other 
man of my rank; —— not much to do, I have 
often compared it with theſe laſt ſixteen years of a pro- 
found peace all oer Europe, and we running ſeven 
millions in debt. I am forced to play at ſmall game, 
to ſet the beaſts here a - madding, merely for want of 
better game: Tentanda via et, qua me quogue pofſim; &. 
— The d— take thoſe polities, where a dunce might 
govern for a dozen years together. I will come in per- 
fon to England, if I am provoked, and ſend for the 
dictator from the plough. I diſdain to ſay, O mibi præ- 
rteritos but cruda dro wiridiſque ſenectus. Pray, 4 
Lord, how are the gardens ? have you taken down t 
mount, and removed the yew-hedges? Have you not 
bad weather for the fpring-corn ? Has Mr Pope gone 
farther in his ethic poems and is the head - land ſown 
with wheat? and what ſays Pelybius? and how does 
my Lord St John? Which laſt queſtion is very ma- 
terial to me, becauſe I love Burgundy. and riding be- 
tween: Twickenham and Dawley.—— I built a wall five 
years ago; and when the maſons played the knaues, no- 
thing delighted me ſo much as to ſtand by, while my 
ſervants threw doum what was amiſs: © I have likewiſe 
ſeen a monkey overthrow all the diſnes and plates in a 
kitchen, merely ſor the pleaſure of ſeeing them tumble, 
and hearing the elatter they made in their fall. I wiſh 
you would invite me to ſuch another entertainment: 
—.— think, as I ought to think, that it is time for 
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me to have done with the world; and ſo I would, if 1 
could get into a better before I was called into the beſt, 
and not die here in a rage, like a poiſoned rat in a hole. 
J wonder you are not aſhamed to let me pine away in 
this kingdom, while you afe out of power. 

I come from looking over the melange above written, 
and declare it to be a true copy of my preſent diſpoſt- 
tion; which muſt needs pleaſe you, — nothing was 
ever more diſpleaſing to myſelf. I deſire you to preſent 
my moſt humble reſpects to my Lad. wy 
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1 Do not think it could be poſſible for me to hear bet- 
1 ter news than that of your getting over your ſeurvy 
ſuit, which always hung as a dead weight on my heart. 
T hated it in, all its circumſtances, as it affected your 
fortune and quiet, and in a ſituation of life that muſt 
make it every way vexatious. And as I am infinitely. 
obliged to you for the juſtice you do me, in ſuppoſing 
your affairs do at leaſt concern me as much as my own 3 
40 I would never have pardoned your omitting it. B 
before I go on, I cannot forbear mentioning what 1 
laſt ſummer in a news- paper, that you were writing the 
hiſtory of your own times. I fappoſe fach a report might 
ariſe from what was not fecret among your friends, of 
your intention to write another kind of hiſtory; which 
you often promiſed Mr Pope and me to do. I know 
he deſires it very much; and I am fore I deſire nothi 
more, for the honour and love I bear you, and the per- 
fet knowledge I have of your public virtue. My Lord, 
1 have no other notion of OEconomy, than that it is 
the parent of Liberty and Eaſe; and I am not the only 
friend you have who hath chid you in his heart for the 
negle& of it, though not with his mouth, as 1 have 
done. For there is a filly error in the world, even a- 
mong friends otherwiſe very good, not to intermeddle 
with mens affairs in ſuch 9 matters. And, a, 
3 5 


go LETTERS. TO; AND Let.38. 


I have made a maxim, that ſhould be writ in letters of 
| diamonds, That a wiſe man ought to bave money in his 
head, but not in his heart. Pray, my Lord, inquire, whe- 
ther your prototype, my Lord Digby, after; the reſto- 
ration, when he was at Briſtol, did not take ſome care 


my conſcience, I believe Fortune, like other drabs, va- 
— a man gradually jels for every year he lives. I have 


nd blot me out that political maxim from whatever 
book it is in, That res nalam dia male adnjaifirari; the 

ommonngels makes me not. know who is the author, but 
Lore he; muſt be ſame. modern. .. 3925 33032 bleoow 1 of 
Im fopry for Lady Bolingbroke's ill health; but 1 
proteſt] never knew a, very deſerving perſon of that ſex, 
who had not too, much reaſon to complain of HI bealth. 
I never wake without finding life a more infigyificant 
thing than it was the day before; which is one great 
advantage 1 fen by liriog in this evontry,. where there 
is nothing I ſhall, be farry to loſe. But my gteateſt mit 
 fery is recollecting the ſceng of twenty years paſt, and 
then all/on a ſudden. dropping into the preſent, Fre- 
member, when I was a little boy, I felt a great fiſh at 
the end of my line, whictr I drew up almoſt on the 
ground, but it dropt in; and the diſappointment vexes 
me to this very day; and I believe it was the type of 
all my future diſappoiatments. I ſhould be aſhamed. to 
fy. this to you, if you had not a ſpirit fitter to bear 
your oun misfortunes, than J have to think of * 
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Is there patience left to reflect, by what qualities 
wealth and Pes are got, and by what qualities 
they are loſt? I have read my friend Congreye's verſes 
to Lord Cobham, which end with a vile and falſe mo- 
ral, and I remember is not in Horace to Tibullus, 
which be imitates, ** That all times are equally virtuous 
tec and vitious : wherein he differs from all poets, phi- 
loſophers,- and Chriſtians, that ever writ.; It is more 
probable, that there may be an equal quantity of vir- 
tues always in the world ; but ſometimes there may be 


| <a of it in Aſia, and hardly a thimble-full in Europe, 
But 


there be no virtue, there is abundance of ſinceri- 
ty; for I will venture all I am worth, that there is not 
one human creature in power, who will not be-modeſt 
enough to confeſs that he proceeds wholly a prin- 
in ſpite-of your notions, to govern England upon the 
principles of virtue; and when the nation is ripe for it, 
1 deſire you will ſend for me. I bave learned this by 
living like a bermit, by wbich I am got backwards a- 
bout nineteen hundred years in the æra of the world, 
and begin to wonder at the wickedneſs of men. I dine 
alone upon half a. diſh of meat, mix water with my 
wine, walk ten miles a-day, and read Baronius., Hie 
. efiflola'ad Dom. Bolingbroke, et incipit ad amicum 
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Having finiſhed my letter to Ariſtippus, I now begin 
to you. I was in great pain about Mrs Pope, having 
heard from others that ſlice was in a very dangerous way, 
which made me think it unſeaſonable to trouble you. 
I am aſhamed to tell you, that when I was very young, 
I had more defire to be famous than ever ſince; and 
fame, like all things elſe in this life, grows with me 
every day more a trifle. But you who are ſo much 
younger, although you want that health you deſerve, 
yet your ſpirits are as vigorous as if your body were 
ſounder. I hate a eroud, where 1 have not au eaſy 
place to ſee and be ſeen. A great library always makes 
me tnelancholy, where the beſt author is as much ſquee- 
zed, and as obſcure, as a porter at a coronation. In 
my own little library, I value the compilements of —_ 
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vius and Gronovius, which make thirty -one volumes in 
folio, (and were given me by my Lord Bolingbroke), 
more than all my 1 beſides; becauſe whoever comes 
into my ' cloſet, caſts his eyes immediately upon them, 
and will not vouchfafe to look upon Plato or Xeno 
phon. I tell you, it is almoſt incredible how opinions 
change, by the deeline or decay of ſpirits; and 1 will 
further tell you, that all my endeavours from a boy to 
diſtinguiſh myſelf,” were only for want of a great title 
and fortune, that I might be uſed like a lord by thoſe 
who have an opinion of my parts; whether right or 
wrong, it is no great matter; and ſo the reputation of 
wit or great learning does the office of a blue riband, 
or of a coach and ſix horſes. To be remembered for 
ever on the account of our friendſhip, is what would ex · 
ceedingly pleaſe me; but yet I never loved to make a 
viſit 5 or be ſeen walking with my betters, becauſe they 
get all the eyes and 'civilities from me. I no ſooner 
writ this than I corrected myſelf, and remembered Sir 
Fulk Grevil's epitaph, Here hes, Ec: who was friend 
„ to Sir Philip Sidney. And therefore I moſt hear- 
tily thank you, for your defire that I would record our 
friendſ{bip in verſe; which if I can ſucceed in, Iwill ne- 
ver deſire to write one more line in poetry while I live. 
Tou mult preſent my humble ſervice to Mrs Pope, and 
let her know I pray for her continuance in the world, 
for her own reaſon, that ſhe may live to take care of you. 
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M very ſenſible, that in a former letter I talked 
very weakly of my own affairs, and of my imper- 
te& withes and defires ; which however I find with ſome 
cemfort do now daily decline, very ſuitable to my ſtate 
of health for ſome months paſt. "For my head is never 
perfectly free from /giddineſs, and eſpecially towards 
night. Yet my diſorder is very moderate, and I have 
been without a fit' of deafneſs this half. year; ſo I am 
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like a horſe, 'which, though off his mettle, can trot on 
tolerably ; and this compariſon puts me in mind to add, 
that I am returned to be a rider, wherein I wiſh-you 
would imitate me. As to this country, there have 
been three terrible years dearth of corn, and every place 
ſtrowed with beggars; but dearths are common in bet - 
ter climates, and our evils here lie much deeper. Ima- 
gine a nation, the two thirds of whoſe revenues are 
ſpent out of it; and who are not permitted to trade 
with the other third, and where the pride of women will 
not ſuffer them to wear their own manufactures, even 
where they excel what come from abroad. This is the 
true ſtate of Ireland in a very few words. Theſe evils 
operate more every day, and the kingdom is abſolutely 
undone, as I have been telling often in print theſe ten 
What I have ſaid requires forgiveneſs; but I had a 
mind for once to let you know the ſtate of our affairs, 
and my reaſon for being more moved than perhaps be- 
comes a clergyman, and a piece of a philoſopher: and 
perhaps the increaſe of years and diſorders may hope for 
ſome allowance to complaints, eſpecially when I may 
call myſelf a ſtranger in a ſtrange land. As to poor Mrs 
Pope, (if ſhe be ſtill alive), I heartily pity you and pity 
her. Hergreat piety and virtue will infallibly make her 
happy in a better life, and her great age hath made her 
fully ripe for heaven and the grave, and her beſt friends 
will moſt wiſh her eaſed of her labours, when ſhe bath 
ſo many good works to follow them. The loſs you 
will feel by the want of her care and kindneſs, I know 
very well; but: ſhe has amply done ber part, as you 
have yours. One reaſon why I would have you in Ire- 
land when you ſhall be at your o diſpoſalh is, that 
you may be maſter of two or three years vevenues, pro- 
viſe frugis in annos copia, fo as not to be pinched in the 
leaſt when years increaſe, and perhaps your health im- 
pairs: and when this kingdom is utterly at an end, you 
may ſupport me for the few years I ſhall happen to live; 
and who knows but you may pay me exorbitaot inter- 
eſt, for the ſpoonful of wine, and ſcraps of a chieken it 
will coſt me to feed you? I am confident you have too 
much reaſon to complain of ingratitude; for-I'never 


yet 
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vet knew any, perſon one tenth part ſo heartily diſpo- 
22 you — to do good offices to others, without the 
leaſt private view. 1913 6-208 £1 v1 2545 4-367 
Was it a gaſconade to pleaſe me, that you-ſaid your 
fortune was increaſed 1001. a- year ſince I left you? You 
ſhould have told me how. Thoſe ſabſidia ſenectuti are 
extremely deſirable, if they could be got with juſtice, 
and without avarice ; of which vice though I cannot 
charge myſelf. yet, nor feel any approaches towards it, 
yet no uſurer more-wiſhes to be richer, | (or rather to be 
ſurer of his. rents). But 1 am not half fo moderate as 
you; for 1 declare I cannot live eaſily under double to 
what you are ſatisfied with. Fa S601 
I hope Mr Gay will keep his 30001: and live on the 
intereſt; without decreaſing the. principal one penny: 
but I do not like your ſeldom ſeeing him. I hope he is 
grown” mote diſengaged from bis infentneſs bn his on 
affairs, which I er diſliked, and is quite the reverſe to 
you; umleſe you are a very dextrous diſguiſer. 1 defire 
my humble ſervice. to Lord Oxford, Lord Bathurſt, and 
133 to Mrs B—, but to no lady at court. God 
bleſs you for being a greater dupe than I. I love that 
character too myſelf, but I want your charity. Adieu. 
FF J e e 29 7 710 5 
; Genie B20 7 104) ion 44 ee 
F T E:K:: : ls hoy! 
E566 563) tatw ,aivo H +7  1@ ann Oc. 9. 172 0 
Fi pleaſes me that you received my books at laſt: 
1 but you have never once told me if you approve the 
whole, or diſapprove not of ſome parts of the com- 
mentary, Sc. It was my principal aim in the entire 
work, tg perpetuate the friendſhip. between us, and to 
ſhew, that the friends or the enemies of one were the 
friends ot enemies of the other. If, in any particular, 
any thing be ſtated or mentioned in a different manner 
from what you like, pray tell me freely, that the new 
editions now coming out here, may have it rectied. 
Lou'Il find the octavo rather more correct than the 
quarto, with ſome additions to the notes and epigrams 
eaſt in, which I wiſh had been -increaſed by your ac- 
 quaintance in Ireland. I rejoice in hearing that Dra- 
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piers-bill is to emulate Parnaſſus. I fear the country a · 
bout it is as much impoveriſhed. I truly ſhare in all 
that troubles you, and wiſh you removed frum a ene 
of diſtreſs, which I know works: your compaſſionate 
temper too ſtrongly. Hut if we are not to ſre'yau! 
here, I believe I ſhall once in my life ſee you there. Vou 
think more for me, and about me, than any friend 1 
have, and you think better for me. Perhaps you'll not 
be contented, though I am, that the additional 100 Sl 
a-year is only for my life. My mother j is yet lvibg, and 
I thank God for it: ſhe will never be ttoubleſome to 
me, if ſhe be not ſo to herſelf. But a melancholy ob - 
ject it is, to obſerve the al decays both of body 
and mind, in a perſon to whom one is tied by the links 
of both. I can't tell whether her death itſelf would be 
fo afflicting. 

You are too careful of my world! y affairs. I am rich 
enough, and I can afford to give away 100 L a- year. 
Don't be angry: I will not live to be very old; I have 
revelations to the contrary. I would not crawl upon 
the earth without doing a little good when I have 4 

mind to do it. I will enjoy che pleaſure of what I give, 
by giving it alive, and ſeeing another enjoy it. When 
die, I ſhould be aſhamed to leave enough to build me a 
monument, if there were wanting a friend above ground. 

Mr Gay aſſures me his 3000 I. is kept entire and ſa - 
cred. He ſeems to languiſh after a line from you. and 
complains tenderly. Lord Bolingbroke has told me 
ten times over he was going to write to you. Has he, 
or not? The Doctor is unalterable, both in friendſhip 
and quadrille. His wife has been very near death laſt 
week: his two brothers buried their wives within theſe 
ſic weeks. Gay is ſixty miles off, and bas been fo all 
this ſummer, with the Dake and Ducheſs gf Queenſberry. 
He is the ſame man; ſo is every one here that you know. 
Mankind is unamendable, Optimus illi qui minimis ur- 
getur. Poor Mrs ““ is like the reſt; ſhe cries at the 
thorn in her foot, but will fufter no body to pull it out. 
The court-lady I have a good opinion of; yet I have 
treated her more negligently than you would do, be- 
cauſe you like to ſee the inſide of a court, which I do 
not. I have ſeen her but twice; - You have a deſpe- 

rate 
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rate hand at daſhing out a character by great ſtrokes, 
and at the ſame time a delicate one at fine touches. 
God forbidyou ſhould: draw mine, if I were. conſcious! 
of any guilt : but if Iwere conſcious only of folly, God 
ſend'it! for as no body can detect a great fault ſa well: 
as you, no body would ſo well hide a ſmall one. But, 


after all, that lady means to do good, and does no 


harm, which is a vaſt deal for a courtier. I can aſſure 
you,” 'that Lord: Peterborow always ſpeaks kindly of 
you, and certainly has as great a mind to be your friend 
as any one. Ii muſt throw away my pen; it cannot, 
it will never tell you, what I . am: aged 0 
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1 Have A be French acquaintance thus far 
on her way into ber own country, and conſiderably 


better in health than ſhe was when ſhe; went to Aix. I 


begin to entertain hopes, that ſhe will recover ſuch a de- 
gree of health as may render old age ſupportable. Both 
of us have cloſed the tenth luſtre, and it is high time 
to determine how we ſhall play the Jaſt act of the farce. 
Might not my life be intitled much more properly a 
What-d"ye-call-it; than a farce? Some comedy, a great 
deal of tragedy, and the whole interſperſed with ſcenes 
of — om Scaramouch, and Dr Baloardo, the pro- 
totype of your hero. l uſed to think ſometimes for- 
merly of ald age and of death; enough to prepare my 
mind, not enqugb to anticipate ſorrow, to daſh the 


joys of youths; and to be all my life a- dying. I find. 


the benefit of this practice now, and find it more as I 
proceed on my journey: little regret when I look back - 
wards, little apprehenſion when I look forward, Tou 
complain grievouſly of your ſituation in Ireland: I 
erer e * mine too in e but I will not 0 
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nay, 1 ought not; for I fad by long experience, that 
I can be unfortunate without being unhappy. I do not 
approve your joining together the figure of living and 
the pleaſure of giving, 'though your old prating friend 
Montague does ſomething like it in one of his rhapſodies. 
To tell you my reaſons would be to write an eſſay, and 
I ſhall hardly have time to write a letter: but if you 
will come over, and live with Pope and me, I'll ſhew 
you in an inſtant why thoſe two things ſhould not aller 
de pair ; and that forced retrenchments on both may be 
made, without making us even uneaſy. You know 
that I am too expenſive, and all mankind knows that I 
have been cruelly plundered ; and yet I feel in my mind 
the power of deſcending without anxiety two or three 
ſtages more, In ſhort, Mr Dean, if you will come to 
a certain farm in Middleſex, you ſhall find that I can 
live frugally without growling at the world, 'or being 
peeviſh with thoſe whom Fortune has appointed to eat 
my bread, inſtead of appointing me to eat theirs * and 
yet I have naturally as little diſpoſit ion to frugality as 
any man alive, You ſay you are no philoſopher, and I 
think you are in the right to diſlike a word which is fo 
often abuſed. But I am ſure you like to follow reaſon, 
not cuſtom, (which is ſometimes t he reaſon, and oftner 
the caprice of others, of the mob of the world). Now, 
to be ſure of doing this, you muſt wear your philoſophical 
ſpectacles as conſtantly as the Spaniards uſed to wear 
theirs. You muſt make them part of your dreſs; and 
ſooner part with your broad-brimmed beaver, your gown, 
your ſcarf, or even that emblematical veſtment your ſur- 
plice. Through this medium you will ſee few things to 
be vexed at, few-perſons to be angry at: and yet there 
will frequently be things which we ought to wiſh alter- 
ed, and perſons whom we ought to wiſh hanged. - 

In your letter to Pope, you agree, that a regard for 
fame becomes a man more towards his exit than at his 
entrance into life ; and yet you confeſs, that the longer 
you live, the more you grow indifferent about it. Your 
ſentiment is true and natural; your reaſoning, I am a- 
fraid, is not ſo upon this occaſion. Prudence will make 
us deſire fame, becauſe it gives us many real and great 


advantages in all the affairs of life. Fame is the wile 
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man's means; his ends are his own good, and the good 
of ſociety. You poets and orators have inverted this 
order ; you propoſe fame as the end ; and good, or at 
leaſt great actions, as the means. You po. further ; 
you teach our ſelf. love to anticipate the applauſe which 
we ſuppoſe will be paid by poſterity to our names; and 
with idle notions of immortality you turn other heads 
beſides your own. I am afraid this may have done ſome 
harm in the world. 1 Nen. 
Fame is an object which men purſue ſucceſsfully by 
various and even contrary courſes. Your doctrine leads 
them to look on this end as eſſential, and on the means 
as indifferent; ſo that Fabricius and Craſſus, Cato and 
Cæſar, preſſed forward to the ſame goal. After all, 
perhaps it may appear, from a conſideration of the de- 
pravity of mankind, that you could do no better, nor 
keep up virtue in the world, without calling this paſſion, 
or this direction of ſelf-love into your aid. Tacitus 


has crouded this-excuſe for you, according to his man- 


ner, into a maxim, Contemptu fame contemni virtutes. 
But now, whether we conſider fame as an uſeful inſtru- 
ment in all the occurrences of private and public life, 
or whether we conſider it as the cauſe of that pleaſure 
which our ſeH-love is ſo fond of ; methinks, our entrance 
into life, or (to ſpeak more properly) our youth, not 
our old age, is the ſeaſon when we ought to defire it 
moſt, and therefore when it is moſt becoming to deſire 
it with ardor. If it is uſeful; it is to be deſired moſt 
when we have, or may hope to have, a long ſcene of 
action open before us Towards our exit, this ſcene of 
action is, or ſhould be cloſed ; and then, methinks, it is 
unbecoming to grow fonder of a thing which we have 
no longer occaſion for. If it is pleaſant, the ſooner we 
are in poſſeſſion of fame, the Jonger we ſhall enjoy this 
pleaſure. When it is acquired early in life, it may tickle 
us on till old age; but when it is acquired late, the ſen- 
ſation of pleaſure will be more faint, and mingled with 
the regret of our not having taſted it ſooner, | 


From my farm, OE. 5. po 


— 


I am here. I have ſeen Pope, and one of my firſt in- 
quiries was after you. He tells me a thing I am ſorry 
co 
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to hear; you are building, it feems, on a piece of land 

u have acquired for that purpoſe, in ſome county of 
Ireland“. Though I have built in a part of the world 
which I prefer very little to that where you have been 
thrown and confived by our ill fortune and yours, yet 
I] am ſorry you do the ſame thing. I have repented a 


thouſand times of my reſolution, and I hope you will 


repent of yours before it is executed. Adiev, my old 
and worthy friend. May the phyſical evils of life fall as 
eaſily upon you, as ever-they did on any man who lived 
to be old; and may the moral evils which ſurround us, 
make as little impreſſion on you, as they ought to make 
on one who has ſuch ſuperior ſenſe to eſtimate things by, 
and ſo much virtue to wrap himfelf up in. - 
My wife deſires not to be forgotten by you. She's 
faithfully your ſervant, and zealouſly your admirer. She 
will be concerned and diſappointed not to find you in 
this iſland at her return, which hope both ſhe and | had 
been made to entertain before I went abroad, 


TDU BR XLII. 
Dr Swir r to Lord BoLIRGBRROEK E. 


Dab ix, O8. 31. 1729. 
Received your Lordſhip's travelling letter of ſeveral 
dates, at ſeveral ſtages, and from different nations, 
languages, and religions. Neither could any thing be 
more obliging than your kind remembrance of me in fo 
many places. As to your ten luſtres, I remember, when 
I complained in a letter to Prior, that I was fifty years 
old, he was half angry in jeſt, and anſwered me out of 
Terence, Ma commemoratio eft guafi exprobratio» How 
then ought I to rattle you, when I have a dozen years 
more to anſwer for, all monaſtically paſſed in this coun · 
try of liberty, and delight, and money, and good com- 
pany ! I go on anſwering your letter, It is you were 
my hero, but the other + never was: yet if he were, it 
was your own fault, who taught me to love him, and 
In the county of Armagh, called Drapier's Hill. 

+ Lord Oxford, | 552 * 5 

L 2 | often 


100 LETTERS TO AND Let. 42. 


often vindicated him, in the beginning of your miniſtry, 
from my accuſations, But J granted he had the great - 
eſt inequalities of any man alive, and bis whole ſcene 
was fifty times more a What · d'ye call- it, than yours: 
for I declare yours was uni; and I with you would fo 
order it, that the world may be as wiſe as I upon that 
article. Mr Pope wiſhes it too; and I believe there is 
not a more honeſt man in England, even without wit. 
But you regard us not.—1 was forty-ſeven years old“ 
when I began to think of death; and the reflections 
upon it now begin when. I wake in the morning, and 
end when I am going to ſleep.— I writ to Mr Pope, 
and not to you. My birth, although from a family 

not undiſtinguiſned in its time, is many degrees inferior 
to yours; all my pretenſions from perſon and parts infi- 
nitely ſo; 1a younger ſon of younger ſons; you born to 
a great fortune: yet 1 ſee you, with all your advantages, 
ſunk to a degree that you could never have been without 
them: but yet I ſee you as much eſteemed, as much be- 
Joved, as much dreaded, and perhaps more, (though it be 
almoſt impoſſible), than ever you were in your higheſt ex- 
altation ;—only I grieve like an alderman, that you are 
not fo rich. And yet, my Lord, I pretend to value money 
as little as you; and I will call five hundred witneſſes 
(if you will take Iriſh witneſſes) to prove it. I re- 
nounce your whole philoſophy, becauſe it is not your 
practice. By the figare of liuing, (if I uſed that expref- 

{ion to Mr Pope), I do not mean the parade, but a ſuit- 
ableneſs to your mind; and as for the pleaſure of giving, 
I know your foul ſuffers when you are debarred of it. 
Could you, when your own generoſity and contempt of 
outward things, (be not offended, it is no eccleſiaſtical, 
but an Epictetian phraſe), could you, when theſe have 
brought you to it, come over, and live with Mr Pope and 
me at the deanery ? I could almoſt wiſh the experiment 
were tried; — no, God forbid, that ever ſuch a ſcoun- 
drel as Want ſhould dare to approach you. But in the 
mean time do not brag ; retrenchments are not your ta- 
lent. But as old Weymouth ſaid to me in his Jordly 
Latin, Philo/opha werba-ignava opera; I wiſh you could 
learn arithmetic, that three and two make five, and 
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will never make more. My philoſophical ſpectac les 
which you adviſed me to, will tell me, that I can lire 
on 50 l. a- year, (wine excluded, which my bad health 
forces me to); but I cannot endure that otium ſhould be 
fine dignitate.——My Lord, what I would have faid of 
fame, is meant of fame which a man enjoys in his life; 
becauſe I cannot be a great Lord, I would acquire what 
is a kind of ſab/idium; I would endeavour that my bet- 
ters ſhould ſeck me by the merit of ſomething diſtinguiſh» 
able, inſtead of my ſeeking them. The deſire of enjoy- 
ing it in after times is owing to the ſpirit and folly of 
youth : but with age we learn to know the houſe is fo 
full, that there is no room for above one or two at molt 
in an age through the whole world. My Lord, I bate 
and love to write to you; it gives me pleaſure, and kills 
me with melancholy, The d— take ſtupidity, that 
it will not come to ſupply the want of philoſophy. 


L. E Dur, ZA EL. 


From Dr S WIr. 


— 


| Oct. 31. 1729. 
OU were ſo careful in ſending me the Dunciad, that 
I have received five of them, and have pleaſed four 
friends. I am one of every body who approve every 
part of it, text and comment; but am one abſtracted 
from every body, in the happineſs of being recorded 
your friend, while wit, and humour, and politeneſs ſnall 
have any memorial among us. As for your octavo edi- 
tion, we know nothing of it; for we have an octavo of 
our own, which bath fold wonderfully, conſidering our 
poverty, and dulneſs, the conſequence of it. 1 
I writ this poſt to Lord B. and told him in my let- 
ter, that, with a great deal of loſs for a frolic, I will fly 
as ſoon as build; I have neither years, nor ſpirits, nor 
money, nor patience for ſuch amuſements. The frolic 
is gone off, and I am only 100 l. the poorer. But this 
kingdom is grown fo exceſſively poor, that we wiſe 
men muſt think of nothing but getting a little ready 
money. It is thought there are not two hundred thou- 
«- land 
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fand pounds of ſpecie in the whole iſland ;. for we return 
thrice as much to our abſentees as we get by trade, and 
fo are all inevitably undone; which L have been telling 
them in. print theſe ten years, to as little purpoſe as if 
it came from the-pulpit. And this is enough for Iriſh. 
politics, which I only mention, becaufe it ſo nearly 
touches myfelf.. I muſt repeat what, I believe, I have 
{aid before, that I pity you much more than Mrs Pope. 
Such a parent and friend hourly declining before your 
eyes, is an object very unfit for your health, and duty, 
and tender diſpoſition ; and I pray God it may. not af- 
fect you too much. I am as much fatisfied that your 
additional 100 |. per annum is for your life as if it were 
for ever. You have enough to leave your friends, I: 
would not have them glad to be rid of you; and I ſhall. 
take care that none but my enemies will be glad to pet 
rid of me. You have imbroiled me with Bord B —— 
about the figure of living, and the pleaſure of giving. I | 
am under the neceſſity of ſome little paltry figure in the- 
ftation.I am: but I make it as little as poſſible. Asto- 
the other part, you are baſe, becauſe 1 thought myſelf 
as great a piver as ever was of my. ability; and yet in 
proportion you exceed, and have kept it till now a ſe- 
cret. even from me, when I wondered how you were able 
to live with your whole little revenue. Adieu. 

" E-— C—, who doth his duty of a good governor in. 
inflaving this kingdom as much as be can, talks to me of. 
you in the manner he ought. 


SS +. £6 KR XIV; 
Lord BoirinGBROKS fo Dr SWI r. 

| Nov. 19. 1729. 
Find that you hare laid afide your project of build- 
Jing in Ireland, and that we ſhall fee you in this 
Mland cum zephyris, et birundine prima. I know not whe- 
ther the love of fame increaſes as we advance in ag-; 
fare T am that the force of friendſhip does. I loved 
you almoſt twenty years ago; I thought of you as well 
as I do now ; better was beyond the power of concep- 
tion, or, to avoid an equivoque, beyond the extent of 
my ideas. Whether you are more obliged to me for 
loving 
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loving you as well when I knew you leſs, or for loving 
you as well after loving you ſo many years, I ſhall not 
determine. What I would fay is this: Whilſt my mind 
grows daily more independent of the world, and feels. 
leſs need of leaning on external objects, the ideas of 
friendſhip return oftener, they buſy me, they warm me. 
more: is it that we grow more tender as the mo- 
ment of our great ſeparation approaches! or is it that. 


they who are to live together in another ſtate, (for we- 


ra amicitia non mfi inter benos), begin to feel more 
ſtrongly that divine ſympathy which is to be the great. 
band of their future "6 ?: .There is no one thought 
which ſooths my mind like this. I encourage my ima- 
ginat ion to purſue it, and am heartily afflicted when. 
another faculty of the intellet “ comes boiſterouſly in, 
and wakes me from fo pleaſing a dream, if it be a. 
dream. I will dwell no more on economics than I have. 
done in my former letter. Thus much only L will ſay, 
that otium cum dignitate is to be had with 500 1. a- year 
as well as with 5000: the difference will be found in. 
the value of the man, and not in that of the eſtate. I 
do aſſure you, that L have never quitted the deſign of 
collecting, reviſing, improving, and extending ſeveral 
materials which are ſtill in my power; and L hope that 
the time of fetting myſelf about this laſt work of my. 
life is not far off. Many papers of much curioſity and 
importance are loſt, and ſome of them in a manner. 
which would ſurpriſe and anger you. However, I ſhall 
be able to convey ſeveral great truths to poſterity, fo. 
clearly and ſo authentically, that the Burnets and the 
Oldmixons of another age may rail, but not be able to. 
deceive, Adieu, my friend. I have taken up more of 
this paper than belongs to me, fince Pope is to write 


Vi Recfon, Tully (or, what is much the ſame, his diſciple} ob- 
ſerves ſomething like this on the like occaſion; where, ſpe:king of 
Plato's famous book of the ſoul, he ſays, Neſcio quomods, dum lego, 
adſentior; cum poſui librum, et mecum ipſe de immortalitate animorum 
cœpi cogitare, adſenſio illa emnis elabitur. Cicero ſeems to have had 
but a contuſed notion of the cauſe which the letter writer bas here 
explained, namely, that the imagination is always ready to indulge fo 
flattering an idea, Hut ſeverer reaſen correOs ard diſclaims it. As to 
REL1G10N, that is out of the queſtion; for Tully wrote to bis few 
philoſophic friends. Warb. 


a to 
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to you. No matter: for, upon recollection, the rules 
of proportion are not broken; he will ſay as much to 
you in one page, as I have ſaid in three. Bid him talk 
to you of the work he is about, I hope in good earneſt; 
it is a fine one; and will be, in his hands, an origi- 
nal *. - His ſole complaint is, that he finds it too eaſy 
in the execution. This flatters his lazineſs; it flatters 
my judgment, who always thought, that (univerſal as 
his talents are) this is eminently and peculiarly his, a+ 
bove all the writers I know living or dead ; 1 do not 
except Horace. Adieu. 23 | 


r E. R., XLY. 
1 8 85 Veov. 28. 1729. 
is letter (like all mine) will be a rhapſody; it 
is many years ago fince 1 wrote as a wit T. How 
many occurrences or informations muſt one omit, if one 
determined to ſay nothing that one could not fay pret- 
tily? I lately received from the widow of one dead 
correſpondent, and the father of another, ſeveral of my 
own letters of about fifteen and twenty years old ; and 
it was not unentertaining to myſelf to obſerve, how and 
by what degrees I ceaſed to be a witty writer; as ei- 
ther my experience grew on the one hand, or my affec- 
tion to my correſpondents on the other. Now, as I 
love you better than moſt I have ever met with in the 
world, and eſteem you too the more, the longer I have 
compared you with the reſt of the world; fo inevitably 
I] write to you more negligently, that is, more openly, 
and what all but ſuch as love one another will call wri- 
ting worſe. I ſmile to think how Curl would be bit, 
were our epiſtles to fall into his hands, and how glo- 
riouſly they would fall ſhort of every ingenious reader's 
expectations: ; 

You can't imagine what a vanity it is to me, to have 
ſomething to rebuke you for in the way of œcono- 
my. I love the man that builds a houſe /ubito ingenio, 
and makes a wall for a horſe; then cries, © We wiſe 

* Eſſay on man. 
T He uſed to value himſelf on this particular, Jar). | 
| % men 
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c men muſt think of nothing but getting ready money. 
Jam glad you approve my annuity; all we have in this 
world is no more than an annuity, as to our own en- 
joyment: but I will increaſe your regard for my wiſ- 
dom, and tell you, that this annuity includes alſo the 
life of another , whoſe concern ought to be as near 
me as my on, and with whom my whole proſpects 
ought to finiſh. I throw my javelin of hope no farther,. 
Car brevi fortes jaculamur avo=—— &c. > | 
The ſecond (as it is called, but indeed the eigbth) e- 
dition of the Dunciad, with ſome additional notes and 
epigramss ſhall be ſent you, if I know any opportunity z 
if they reprint it with you, let them by all means fol- 
low that octavo edition.—— The Drapier's letters are 
again printed here, very laudably as to paper, print, 
&c. ; for you know I diſapprove Iriſh politics, (as my 
commehtator tells you), being a ſtreng and jealous 
ſubje& of England. The lady you mention, you ought. 
not to complain of for not acknowledging your preſent ; 
ſhe having lately received a much richer preſent from 
Mr Knight of the South» ſea; and you are ſenſible ſhe 
cannot ever return it to one in the condition of an out - 
law. It is certain, as he can never expect any favour +, 
his motive muſt be wholly diſintereſted. Will not this 
reflection make you bluſh? Your continual deplorings 
of Ireland make me wiſh you were here long enough 
to forget thoſe ſcenes that ſo afflit you: I am only in 
fear if you were, you would grow ſuch a patriot here 
too, as not to be quite at eaſe, for your love of old 
England. It is very poſſible, your journey in the 
time I compute, might exactly tally with my intended 
one to you; and if you mult ſoon again go back, you 
would not be unattended, For the poor woman de- 
cays perceptibly every week; and the winter may too 
probably put an end to a very long, and a very irre - 
proachable life. My conſtant attendance on her does 
indeed affect my mind very much, .and leſſen extremely 
my deſires of long life; ſince I fee the beſt that can 
come of it is a miſerable benediction. I look upon my- 


* His mother's. 


+ He was miſtaken in this. Mr Knight was pardoned, and came 
home in the year 1742. Harb, gelt 
22 e 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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ſelf to be many years older in two years ſince you ſaw 
me': the natural imbecillity of my body, joined now to 
this acquired old age of the mind, makes me at leaſt as 


old as you, and we are the fitter to crawl down the hill 


together: I only defire I may be able to keep pace with 
you. My firſt friendſhip at ſixteen, was contracted with 
a man of ſeventy ; and 1 found him not grave enough or 
conſiſtent enough for me, though we lived well to his 
death. I ſpeak of old Mr Wycherly ; ſome letters of 
whom (by the by) and of mine, the bookſellers have 
got and printed, not without the concurrence'of a noble 
friend of mine and your's . I don't much approve of 
it; though there is nothing for me to be aſhamed of, 
becauſe I will not be aſhamed of any thing I do not do 
myleif, or of any thing that is not immoral, but mere- 
ly dull, (as for inftance, if they printed this letter I am 
now writing; which they eaſily may, if the underlings 
at the poſt · office pleaſe to take a copy of it). I admire, 
on this conſideration, your ſending your laſt to me quite 
open, without a ſeal, wafer, or any cloſure whatever, 
manifeſting the utter openneſs of the writer. 1 would 
do the ſame by this, but fear it would look like affec- 
tation to ſend two letters fo together. I will fully 

repreſent to our friend, (and, I doubt not, it will 


touch his heart), what you ſo feelingly ſet forth as to 


the badneſs of your Burgundy, &c. He is an extreme 
honeſt man; and indeed ought to be ſo, conſiderin g how 


very indiſcreet and unreſerved he is: but þ do not ap- 


prove this part of his character, and will never join 
with him in any of his idleneſſes in the way of wit. You 
know my maxim, to keep as clear of all offence, as I 
am clear of all intereſt in either party. I was once 
diſpleaſed before at you, for complaining to Mr * * ® of 
my not having a penſion, and am fo again at your naming 
ic to a certain Lord. I have given proof in the courſe of 
my whole life, (from the time when I was in the friend- 
ſhip of Lord Bolingbroke and Mr Cragps, even to this 
when J am civilly treated by Sir R. Walpole), that I ne- 


* See the occaſion, in the ſecond and third paragraphs of the pre · 
face to the firſt volume of Pope's letters, the 7th of Warburton's c+ 
dition of his works  — © 


ver 
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ver thought myſelf ſo warm in any party's .cauſe as te 
deſerve their money ; and therefore would never have 
accepted it: but give me leave to tell you, that of all 
mankind the two perſons I would leaſt have accepted 
any favour from, are thoſe very two te whom you have 
unluckily ſpoken of it. I defire you to take off any im- 
preſſions which that dialogue may have left on his Lord- 
ſhip's mind, as if I ever had any thought of being be- 
holden to him, or any other in that way. And yet 
you know I am no enemy to the preſent canſtitution ; I 
believe, as fincere a wellwiſher to it, nay,” even to the 
church eſtabliſhed, as any miniſter-in or out of emplo 
- ment whatever; or any biſhop of England or Ireland. 
Yet am I of the religion of Eraſmus, a Catholic: fo 1 
live, ſo I ſhall die; and hope one day to meet you, Bi- 
ſhop Atterbury, the younger Craggs, Dr Garth, Dean 
Berkeley, and Mr Hutchinſon, in that place to which 
God of his inſinite merey bring us, and every body! 
Lord B,'s. anſwer to your letter I have juſt received, 
and join it to this packet. The work he ſpeaks of with 
ſuch abundant partiality, is a ſyſtem of ethics in the 
Horatian way. 


L E T TER XIV. 


| 122% April 14. 1730. 
1 is a letter extraordinary. to do 40 ſay no» 
thing but recommend to you (as a clergyman, 

and a charitable one) a pious and a good work, and 
for a good and an honeſt man: moreover he is above 
ſeventy, and poor, which you might think included in the 
word honeſt, I ſhall think it a kindneſs done myſelf, if 
you can propagate Mr Weſtley's ſubſcription for his 
commentary on Job, among your divines, {biſhops ex- 
cepted, of whom there is no hope), and among ſuch as 
are believers, or readers of ſcripture ; even the curious 
may find ſomething to pleaſe them, if they ſcorn to be 
edified. It has been the labour of eight years of this 
learned man's life; I call him what be is, a learned 
man, and I engage you will approve his proſe more than 
you formerly could his poetry. Lord ag = is a 
vourer 
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Favourer of it, and allows you to do your beſt to ſerve 
an old Tory, and a ſufferer for the church of Evgland 
though you are a Whip, as I am. a * 
| Me have here ſome verſes in your name, which I am 
| angry at. Sure you would not uſe me ſo ill as to flatter 
| me. I therefore think it is ſome other weak Iriſhman, 
| Fl 2:4 | | 
| P., S. I did not take the pen out of Pope's hands, I 
| -proteſt to you. But ſince he will not fill the remain- 
der of the page, I think I may without offence. I ſeek 
no epiſtolary fame, but am a good deal pleaſed to think 
that it will be known hereafter that you and I lived in 
the moſt friendly intimacy together. —— Pliny writ his 
| letters for the public; ſo did Seneca, ſo did Balſac, Voi- 
| ture, Sc. Tully did not; and therefore thele give us 
| more pleaſure than any which have come down to us 
| from antiquity. When we read them, we pry into a 
| ſecret which was intended to be kept from us. That is 
| .a pleaſure. We ſce Cato, and Brutus, and Pompey, 
n and others, ſuch as they really were, and not ſuch as 
„ the gaping multitude of their own age took them to be, 
| or as hiſtorians and poets have repreſented them to ours. 
| That is another pleaſure. I remember to have ſeen a pro- 
| ceſſion at Aix-la Chapelle, wherein an' image of Charle- 
| magne is carried on the ſhoulders of a man, who. is hid 
| by the long robe of the imperial faint. Follow bim 


| into the veſtry; you ſee the bearer ſlip from under the 
| robe, and the gigantic figure dwindles into an image 
| of the ordinary ſize, and is ſet by among other lumber. 
l agree much with Pope, that our climate is ra- 
| ther better than that you are in, and perhaps your pu- 
blic ſpirit would be leſs grieved, or oftener comforted, 
here than there. Come to us therefore on a viſit at 
| leaſt. It will not be the fault of ſeveral perſons here, if 
| you do not come to live with us. But great good-will 
and little power produce ſuch flow and feeble effects as 
can be acceptable to heaven alone, and heavenly men. 


I know you will be angry with me, if I fay no- 
thing to you of a poor woman *, who is ſtill on the o- 
ther fide of the water in a moſt languiſhing ſtate of 


4 


| -  ® Lady Bolingbroke, 


1 


— 


bealth, 
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health. If ſhe regains ſtrength enough to come over, 
(and ſhe is better within a few weeks), I ſhall nurſe her 
in this farm * with all the care and tenderneſs poſſible. 
If ſhe does not, I muſt pay her the laſt duty of friend- 
ſkip where-ever ſhe is, though I break through the whole 
plan of life which I have formed in my mind. Adieu. 
I am moſt faithfully and affectionately yours. 


LETTER KXLVI. 


Lord BoLrlnNGBROKE fe Dr Swirrt. 


Jan. 1730-31. 

Begin my letter, by telling you, that my wife has 

been returned from abroad about a month, and that 
her health, though feeble and precarious, is better than 
it has been theſe two years. She is much your ſervant ; 
and as ſhe has been her own phyſician with ſome ſucceſs, 
imagines ſhe could be yours with the ſame. Would to 
God you was within her reach. She would, I believe, 
preſcribe a great deal of the medicina animi, without ha · 
ving recourſe to the books of Triſmegiſtus. Pope and 
I ſhould be her principal apothecaries in the courſe of 
the cure; and though our beſt botaniſts complain, that 
few of the herbs and ſimples which go to the compoſi- 
tion of theſe remedies, are to be found at preſent in 
our ſoil, yet there are more of them here than in Ire- 
land; beſides, by the help of a little chymiſtry, the 


moſt noxious 2 may become falubrious, and rank 


poiſon a ſpecific. Pope is now in my library with 
me, and writes to the world, to the preſent and to fu- 
ture ages, whilſt I begin this letter which he is to finiſh 
to you. What good he will do to mankind, I know 
not ; this comfort he may be ſure of ; he cannot do leſs 
than you have done before him. I have ſometimes 
thought, that if preachers, hangmen, and moral wri- 
ters vice at a ſtand, or ſo much as retard the pro- 
greſs of it, they do as much as human nature admits, 
A real reformation is not to be brought about by ordi- 


Lord Bolingbroke's ſeat at Dawley in Middleſex, arb. 
Vor. VIII. K nary 


110 LETTERS TO AND Let. 48. 


nary means; it requires - thoſe extraordinary means 
which become puniſhments as well as lefſons. National 
corruption mult be purged by national calamities — 
Let us hear from you. We deſerve this attention, be- 
cauſe we deſire it, and becauſe we believe that you de- 
re to hear from us, . 


Xx T Ts 8 XLVIN. 
Lord BOLINGBROKE to Dr S wirr. 


| | March 29. 
Have delayed ſeveral poſts anſwering your letter of 
January laſt, in hopes of beipg able to ſpeak to you 
about a project which concerns us both, but me the 
moſt, ſince the ſucceſs of it would bring us together. 
It has been a good while in my head, and at my heart 
if it can be ſet a-going, you ſhall hear more of it. I 
was ill in the beginning of the winter for near a week, 
but in no danger, either from the nature of my diſtemper, 
or from the attendance of three phyſicians. Since that 
bilious intermitting fever, I have had, as I had before, 
better health than the regard I have paid to health de- 
ſerves. We are both in the decline of life, my dear 
Dean, and have been ſome years going down the hill ; 
Jet us make the paſſage as ſmooth as we can. Let us 
fence againſt vhyſical evil by care, and the uſe of thoſe 
means which experience muſt have pointed out to us : 
let us fence againſt moral evil by philoſophy. I re- 
nounce the alternative you propoſe, But we may, nay, 
(if we will follow nature, and do not work up imagi- 
nation againſt her plaineſt dictates), we ſhall of courſe 
grow every year more indifferent to life, and to the af - 
fairs and intereſts of a ſyſtem out of which we are ſoon 
to ga. This is much better than My. The decay 
of paſſion ſtrengthens philoſophy ; for paſſion may de- 
cay, and ſtupidity not ſucceed. Paſſions (ſays Pope, 
our divine, as you will ſee one time or other) are the 
gales of life, Let us not complain that they do not 
blow a ſtorm. What hurt does age do us, in ſubduing 
what we toil to ſubdue all our lives? It is now fix 15 
t 
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the morning. I recal the time, (and am glad it is 
'over), when about. this hour I uſed to be going to bed, 
ſurfeited with pleaſure, or jaded with buſineſs: my 
head often full of ſchemes, and my heart as often full 
of anxiety, Is it a misfortune, think you, that I riſe 
at this hour refreſhed, ſerene, and calm ? that the paſt; 
and even the preſent affairs of life, ſtand like objects at 
a diſtance from me, where | can keep off the diſagree- 
able ſo as not to be ſtrongly affected by them, and from 
whence I can draw the others nearer to me! Paſſions 
in their force would bring all theſe, nay even future 
contingencies, about my ears at once, and reaſon would 
but ill defend me in the ſcuffle. | 

I leave Pope to ſpeak for himſelf; but I muſt tell you 
how much my wife is obliged to you. She ſays ſhe 
would find ſtrength enough to nurſe you, if you was here; 
and yet, God knows, ſhe is extremely weak. The ſlow 
fever works under, and mines the conſtitution : we keep 
it off ſometimes ; but. ſtill it returns, and makes new 
breaches before nature can repair the old ones, I am 
not aſhamed to ſay to you, that I admire her more every 
hour of my life. Death is not to her the king of ter- 
rors; ſhe beholds him without the leaſt. When ſhe 
ſuffers much, ſhe wiſhes for him as a deliverer from 
pain; when life is tolerable, ſhe looks on him with diſ- 
like, becauſe he is to ſeparate her from thoſe friends to 
whom ſhe is more attached than to life itſelf. You 
ſhall not ſtay for my next, as long as you have for this 
letter; and in every one Pope ſhall write ſomething 
much better than the ſcraps of old philoſophers, which 
were the preſents, munuſcula, that Stoical fop Seneca 
uſed to ſend in every epiſtle to his friend Lucilius. 


P. S. My Lord has ſpoken juſtly of his lady: why 
not I of my mother ? Yeſterday was her birthday, now 
entering on the ninety-firſt year of her age ; her me- 
mory much diminiſhed, but her ſenſes very little burt, 
her ſight and hearing good; ſhe ſleeps not ill, eats mo- 
derately, drinks water, ſays her prayers ; this is all ſhe 
does. I have reaſon to thank God for continuing ſo 
long to me a very good and tender parent, and for al- 
lowing me to exerciſe for on years thoſe cares which 

2 are 
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are now as neceſſary to her as hers have been to me. 
An object of this ſort daily before one's eyes, very 
much ſoftens the mind ; but perhaps may hinder it from 
the willingneſs of contracting other ties of the like do- 
meſtic nature, when one finds how painful it is even to 
enjoy the tender pleaſures. I have formerly made ſome 
ſtrong efforts to get and to deſerve a friend : perhaps it 
were wiſer never to attempt it; but live extempore, and 
look upon the world only as a place to paſs through, 
juſt pay your hoſts their due, diſperſe a little charity, 
and hurry on, Yet am I juft now writing (or rather 
planning) a book, to make mankind look. upon this 
life with comfort and pleaſure, and put morality in 
good humour. And juſt now too I am going to fee 
one I love very tenderly ; and to-morrow to entertain 
ſeveral civil people, whom if we call friends, it is by 
the courteſy of England.—— Sic, fic juvat ire fub um- 
bras, While we do live, we muſt make the beſt of life, 


Cantantes licet uſque ( minus via lædat) eamus, 


as the ſhepherd ſaid in Virgil, when the road was long 
and heavy. I am your's. | 


1 R T rr R An.. 
Lerd BOLINGBROKE % Dr SWIFT, 


OU may aſſure yourſelf, that if you come over this 
* ſpring, you will find me not only got back inta the 
habits of ſtudy, but devoted to that biſtorical taſk 
which you have ſet me theſe many years. I am in hopes 
of ſome materials which will enable me to work in the 
whole extent of the plan I propoſe to myſelf. If they 
are not to be had, I muſt accommodate my plan to this 
deficiency. In the mean time Pope has given me more 
trouble than he or I thought of; and you will be ſur- 
priſed to find, that I have been partly drawn by him, 
and partly by myſelf, to write a pretty large volume 
upon a very grave and very important ſubject ; that I 
have ventured to pay no regard whatever-to any autho- 
rity except ſacred authority; and that I have ventured 

| to 
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to ſtart a thought, which muſt, if it is puſhed as ſucceſſs 
fully as I think it is, render all your metaphyſical theo- 
logy both ridiculous and abominable. There is an ex- 

eſſion in one of your letters to me, which makes me 
believe you will come into my way of thinking on this. 
ſubject; and yet I am perſaaded, that divines and free- 
thinkers would both be clamorous againſt it, if it was 
to be ſubmitted to their cenſure, as I do not intend that 
it ſhall. The paſſage I mean, is that where you ſay, 
that you told Dr ** the grand points of Chriſtianity 
ought to be taken as infallible revelations “, c. 

It has happened, that whilſt I was writing this to 
you, the Doctor came to make me a viſit from London, 
where I heard he was arrived ſome time ago. He was 
in haſte to return, and is, I perceive, in great haſte to 
print. He left with me eight diſſertations F, a ſmall 
part, as I underſtand, of his work; and deſired me to 
peruſe, conſider, and obſerve upon them againſt Mon- 
day next, when he will come down again. By what 
I have read of the two firſt, I find myſelf unable to 
ſerve him. The principles he reaſons upon, are begged 
in a diſputation of this fort ; and the manner of reaſon- 
ing is by no means cloſe and concluſive. The ſole ad- 
vice I could give him in conſcience, would be that 
which he would take ill, and not follow. I will get 
rid of this taſk as well as I can; for I eſteem the man, 
and ſhould be ſorry to diſoblige bim where I cannot 
ſerve him, | 9 

As to retirement and exerciſe, your notions are true. 
The firſt ſhould not be indulged fo much as to render us 
ſavage, nor the laſt neglected ſo as to impair health. 
But I know men, who, for fear of being favage, hve 
with all who will live with them, and who, to preſerve 
their health, ſaunter away half their time. Adieu. 
Pope calls for the paper. | 


P. S. I hope what goes before will be a ftrong mo- 


In this maxim all bigotted divines and free-thinkivg politicians 
ree ; the one for fear of diſturbing the eſtabliſhed religion the o- 
ther leſt that diſturbance ſhould prove injurious to their adminiſtra- 
tion of government. Warb. 
f Revelation examined with candor. 
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tive to your coming. God knows if ever I ſhall ſee Ire- 
land; I ſhall never deſire it, if you can be got hither, 
or kept here. Yet I think I ſhall be, too ſoon, a free - 
Your recommendations I conſtantly give to 
thoſe you mention; though ſome of them I ſee but ſel- 


dom, and am every day more retired. I am leſs fond of 


the world, and lefs curious about it ; yet no way out of 
bumour, diſappointed, or angry; though in my way I 

receive as many injuries as my betters; but I don't feel 

them ; therefore 1 ought not to vex other people, nor 

even to return injuries. I paſs almoſt all my time at 

Dawley and at home. My Lord (of which I partly 

take the merit to myſelf) is as much eſtranged from po- 

Hitics as I am. Let philoſophy be ever fo vain, it is leſs 

vain now than politics, and not quite fo vain at preſent 

as divinity. I know nothing that moves ſtrongly but 
fatire ; and thoſe who are aſhamed of nothing elſe, are 

ſo of being ridiculons. I fancy, if we three were toge- 

ther but for three years, fome good might be done even 

upon this age. 

I know you'll defire ſome account of my health. It 
is as vſual, but my ſpirits rather worſe, I write little 
or nothing. You know I never had either a tafte or ta- 
Tent for politics, and the world minds nothing elſe, I 
have perſonal obligations which I will ever preſerve, to 
men of different fides; and I wiſh nothing fo much as 
public quiet, except it be my own quiet. I think it a 
merit, if I can take off any man from prating or ſatiri- 


cal ſubjects, merely on the ſcore of party: and it is the 


greateſt vanity of my life, that I have contributed to 
turn my Lord Bolingbroke to ſubjects moral, uſeful, 
and more worthy his pen. Dr 's book is what 
T can't commend ſo much as Dean Berkeley's “, though 
it bas many things 1 in it, and is not deficient 
in the writing part: but the whole book, though he 
— 2 it ad populum, is, I think, purely ad clerum, A- 
leu. 


* A fine original work, called, The minute phileſopher. 
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r *. 
De SwWIr r to Mr Gar“. 


Dublin, March 19. 1729. 

Deny it. 1 do write to you according to the old 
ſtipulation; for when you kept your old company, 
when I writ to one, I writ to all. But I am ready to 
enter into a new bargain, ſince you are got into a new 
world, and will anſwer all your letters. You are firſt 
to preſent my moſt humble reſpects to the Ducheſs of 
Queenſberry; and let her know, that I never dine with- 
out thinking of her, although it be with ſome difficulty 
that I can obey her, when I dine with forks that have 
but two prongs, and when the ſauce is not very conſiſt» 
ent. You mult likewiſe tell her Grace, that ſhe is a ge- 
neral toaſt among all honeſt folks here, and particu- 
Iarly at the deanery, even in the face of my Whip 
ſubjects.—— I will leave my money in Lord Bathurſt's 
hands, and the management of it (for want of better) 
in yours: and pray keep the intereſt-money in a bag 
wrapt up and ſealed by itſelf, for fear of your own fin- 
gers under your careleſſneſs. Mr Pope talks of you as a 
perfect ſtranger ; but the different purſuits, and man- 
ners, and intereſts of life, as Fortune hath pleaſed to diſ- 
ſe them, will never ſuffer thoſe to live together, who 
by their inclinations ought never to part. I hope when 
you are rich enough, you will have ſome little economy 
of your own in town or country, and be able to give 
your friend a pint of Port; for the domeſtic ſeaſon of 
life will come on. I had never much hopes of your 
vampt play, although Mr Pope ſeemed to have, and al- 
though it were ever ſo good: but you ſhould have done 
like the parſons, and changed your text, I mean the 
title, and the names of the perſons. After all, it was 
an effect of idleneſs; for you are in the prime of life, 
when invention and judgment go together. I wiſh'you 


The following letters from Dr Swift to Mr Gay, from let. 50. 
to let. Gr. incluſive, were found among Mr Gay's papers, and re- 
turned to Dt Swift by the Duke of Queenſberry and Mr Pope. _ 
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had 100 l. a- year more for horſes.—— ride and walk 
whenever good weather invites, and am reputed the 
beſt walker in this town and five miles round, I writ 
lately to Mr Pope. I wiſh you had a little villakin in 
his neighbourhood ; but you are yet too volatile, and 
any lady with a. coach and fix horſes would carry you 
to Japan, | 


- 


. 
Dublin, Nov. 10. 1730. 
Hen my Lord Peterborow, in the Queen's time, 
went abroad upon his embaſſies, the miniſtry 
told me, that he was ſuch a vagrant, they were forced 
to write at him by gueſs, becauſe they knew not where 
to write to him. This is my caſe with you; ſometimes 
in Scotland, ſometimes at Ham- walks, ſometimes God 
knows where. You are a man of buſineſs, and not at 
leiſure for inſignificant correſpondence. It was I got 
you the employment of being my Lord Duke's premier 
minifire : for his Grace having heard how good a ma- 
nager you were of my revenue, thought you fit, to be 
intruſted with ten talents. I have bad twenty times a 
ſtrong inclination to ſpend a ſummer near Saliſbury- 
downs, baving rode over them more than once, and, 
with a young parſon of Saliſbury, reckoned twice the 
ſtones of Stonehenge, which are either ninety-two or 
ninety- three. I deſire to preſent my moſt humble ac- 
knowledgments to my Lady Ducheſs in return of her ci- 
vility. I hear an ill thing, that ſhe is marre pulchra fi- 
lia pukchricr. I never ſaw her fince ſhe was a girl, and 
would be angry ſhe ſhould excel her mother, who was 
Jong my principal goddeſs. I defire you will tell her 
Grace, that the ill management of forks is not to be 
helped when they are only bidential, which happens in 
all poor bouſes, eſpecially thoſe of poets; upon which 
account a knife was abſolutely neceſlary at Mr Pope's, 
where it was morally impoſſible with a bidential fork 
to convey a morſel of beef, with the incumbrance of 
muſtard and turnips, into your mouth at once. And her 
Grace hath coſt me thirty pounds, to provide tridents 


for 
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for fear of offending her ; which ſum I defire ſhe will 


leaſe to return me.— I am ſick enough to go to the 
Bath, but have not heard it will be good for my diſor- 
der. I have a ſtrong mind to ſpend my 200 I. next ſum- 
mer in France. I am glad I have it, for there is hard- 
ly twice that ſum left in this kingdom. You want no 
— (I call the family where you live, and the 
foot you are upon, a ſettlement) till you increaſe your 
fortune to what will ſupport you with eaſe and plenty, 
a good houſe and a garden, The want of this I much 
dread for you. For I have often known a ſhe-couſin of 
a good family and ſmall fortune, paſſing months among 
all her relations, living in plenty, and taking her cir- 
cles, till ſhe grew an old maid, and every body weary 
of her. Mr 5 complains of ſeldom ſeeing you: but 
the evil is unavoidable; for different circumſtances of 
life have always ſeparated thoſe whom friendſhip would 
join. God hath taken care of this, to prevent any pro- 
eſs towards real happineſs here, which would make 
life more deſirable, and death too dreadful. I hope you 
have now one advantage that you always wanted be- 
fore, and the want of which made your friends as un- 
eaſy as it did yourſelf; I mean the removal of that ſoli- 
citude about your own affairs, which perpetually filled 
thoughts, and diſturbed your converſation, For 
if it be true, what Mr Pope ſeriouſly tells me, you will 
have opportunity of ſaving every groat of the intereſt 
you receive; and ſo by the time he and you grow wea- 
ry of each other, you will be able to paſs the reſt of 
your wineleſs life, in eaſe and plenty, with the addi» 
tional triumphal comfort of never having received a pen - 
ny from thoſe taſleleſs ungrateful people from whom 
you deferved ſo much, — who deſerve no better ge- 
niuſes than thoſe by whom they are celebrated. —If 
you eee Mr Cæſar, preſent my humble ſervice to bim; 
and let him know, that the fcrub libel printed againſt 
me here, and reprinted in London, for which he ſhew- 
ed a kind concern to a friend of us both, was written 
by myſelf, and ſent to a Whig printer. It was in the 
ſtyle and genius of ſuch ſeoundrels, when the humour of 
libelling ran in this ſtrain againſt a friend of mine whom 
you know.——But my paper is ended. 21 5 


But the vogue of our few honeſt folks here is, that Duck 
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| Dublin, Nov. 19. 1730. 
I Writ to you a long letter about a fortnight paſt, 
concluding you were in London, from whence 1 un- 
derſtood one of your former was dated. Nor did I ima- 
gine you were gone back to Aimſbury fo late in the year; 
at which ſeaſon I take the country to be only a ſcene 
for thoſe who have been ill uſed by a court, on account 


of their virtues; which is a ſtate of happineſs the more 


valuable, becauſe it is not accompanied by envy, al- 
though nothing deſerves it more. I would gladly ſell a 


dukedom to loſe favour in the manner their Graces have 


done. I believe my Lord Carteret, ſince he is no longer 
Lieutenant, may-not wiſh me ill; and I have told him 


often, that I only bated him as Lieutenant. I confeſs 


he had a genteeler manner of binding the chains of this 
kingdom than moſt of his predeceſſors ;: and I confeſs at 
the ſame time, that he had fix times a regard to my re- 
commendation, by preferring ſo many of my friends in 
the church. The two laſt acts of his favour were, to add 


to the dignities of Dr Delany and Mr Stopford ; the laſt 


of whom was, by you and Mr Pope, put into Mr Pult- 


ney's hands, I told you in my laſt, that a continuance 


of giddineſs (though not in a violent degree) prevented 
my thoughts of England at preſcnt. For in my caſe, a 


- domeſtic life is neceſſary ; where I can, with the centu- 


rion, ſay to my ſervant, Go, and he goeth ; and, Do 
this, and he doth it. I now hate all people whom I 
cannot command, and conſequently a Ducheſs is at this 
time the hatefulleſt lady in the world to me, one only 
excepted; and I beg her Grace's pardon for that excep- 


tion; for, in the way I mean, her Grace is ten thouſand 


times more hateful. I confeſs I begin to apprehend you 
will ſquander my money, decauſe I hope you never leſs 


wanted it; and if you go on with ſucceſs for two years 


longer, I fear I ſhall not have a farthing of it left. The 


Doctor hath ill informed me, who ſays that Mr Pope is 
at preſent the chief poetical favourite; yet Mr Pope him- 


ſelf talks like a philoſopher, and one wholly retired. 
is 
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is abſolutely to ſucceed Euſden in the laurel; the con- 
tention being between Concannen, or Theobald, or 
ſome other hero of the Dunciad. I never charged you 
for not talking; but the dubious ſtate of your affairs in 
thoſe days was too much the ſubject, and I wiſh the 
Ducheſs had been the voucher of your amendment. 
Nothing contributed ſo much to my eaſe as the turn of 
affairs after the Queen's death; by which all my hopes 
being cut off, I could have no ambition left, unleſs I 
would have been a greater raſcal than happened to ſuit 
with my temper. I therefore ſat down quietly at my 
morſel, adding only thereto a principle of hatred to all 
ſucceeding meaſures and miniſtries, by way of ſauce to 
reliſh my meat: and I confeſs one point of conduct in 
my Lady Ducheſs's life hath added much poignancy to 
it. There is a good Iriſh practical bull towards the end 
of your letter, where you ſpend a dozen lines in tellin 
me you muſt leave off, that you may give my Lady 
Ducheſs room to write, and {o you proceed to within 
two or three lines of the bottom ; though I would have 
remittted you my 200 l. to have left place for as many 
more, 


; To the Ducheſs. 
. - Mapan, | 

Mr beginning thus low is meant as a mark of reſpect, 
like receiving your Grace at the bottom of the ſtairs. I 
am glad you know your duty : for it hath been a known 
and eſtabliſhed rule above twenty years in England, 
Tha. be firſt advances have been conſtantly made me 
by all ladies who aſpired to my acquaintance, and the 
greater their quality, the greater were their advances. 
Yet I know not by what weakneſs, I have condeſcended 
graciouſly to diſpenſe with you upon this important ar- 
ticle. Though Mr Gay will tell you, that a nameleſs 
perſon * ſent me eleven meſſages before I would yield to 
a viſit: I mean a perſon to whom he is infinitely obliged, 
for being the occaſion of the happineſs he now enjoys, 
under the protection and favour of my Lord Duke and 
your Grace. At the ſame time, I cannot forbear tell- 
ing you, Madam, that you are a little imperious in your 


* The Princeſs of Wales, afterward Queen Caroline, 
manner 
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manner of making your advances. You ſay, perhaps 
you ſhall not like me: I affirm you are miſtaken, which 
I can plainly demonſtrate; for I have certain intelli- 
gence, that another perſon diſlikes me of late, with 
whoſe likings yours have not for ſome time paſt gone to- 
gether. However, if I ſhall once have the honour to 
attend your Grace, I will, out of fear and prudence, ap- 
pear as vain as I can, that I may not know your thoughts 
of me. This is your own direction, but it was needleſs: 
for Diogenes himſelf would be vain, to have received 
the honour of being one moment of his life in the 
thoughts of your Grace. 


„„ 


| Dublin, March 13. 1730-1. 
Our ſitvation is an odd one; the Ducheſs is your 
treaſurer, and Mr Pope tells me you are the 
Duke's, And I had gone a good way in ſome verſes on 
that occaſion, preſcribing leſſons to direct your conduct 
in a negative way; not to do fo and fo, &c. like other 
treaſurers; how to deal with ſervants, tenants, or neigh- 
bouring *ſquires, which I take to be courtiers, parlia- 
ments, and princes in alliance; and fo the parallel goes 
on, but grows too long to pleaſe me. I prove, that poets 
are the fitteſt perſons to be treaſurers and managers to 
great perſons, from their virtue, and contempt of mo- 
ney, c. Pray, why did you not get a new heel to 
your ſhoe? unleſs you would make your court at St, 
* by affecting to imitate the Prince of Lilliput.— 
the reſt of your letter being wholly taken up in a 
very bad character of the Ducheſs, I ſhall ſay no more 
to you, but apply myſelf to her Grace. 


Maran, Since Mr Gay affirms that you love to have 
your own way, and ſince I have the ſame perfection, I 
will ſettle that matter immediately, to prevent thoſe 
ill conſequences he apprehends. Your Grace ſhall have 
your own way, in all places except your own houſe, 
and the domains about it. There, and there only, I 
expect to have mine; ſo that you have all the world to 

reign 
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reipn in, bating only two or three hundred acres, and 
two or three houſes in town and country, I will like- 
wiſe, out of my ſpecial grace, certain knowledge, and 
mere motion, allow you to be in the right againſt all 
human kind, except myſelf, and to be never in the 
wrong, but when you differ from me. Tou ſhall have 
a preater privilege in the third article, of ſpeaking your 
mind; which I ſhall graciouſly allow you now and then 
to do even to myſelf, and only rebuke you when it does 
not pleaſe me. | | 
Madam, I am now got as far as your Grace's letter ; 
which having not read this fortnight, (having been out 
of town, and not daring to truſt myſelf with the car- 
riage of it), the preſumptuous manner in which you be- 
gin had ſlipt out of my memory. But I forgive you to 
the ſeventeenth-line, where you begin to baniſh me for 
ever, by demanding me to anſwer all the good charaQter 
ſome partial friends have given me, Madam, I have 
lived ſixteen years in Ireland, with only an intermiſſion 
of two ſummers in England; and conlequently am fifty 
years older than I was at the Queen's death, and fifty 
thouſand times duller, and fifty million times more pee- 
viſh, perverſe, and moroſe ; ſo that under theſe diſad- 
vantages, I can only pretend to excel all your other 
acquaintance about ſome twenty bars length. Pray, 
Madam, have you a clear voice? and will you let me 
ſit at your left hand, at leaſt within three of you! for 
of two bad ears, my right is the beſt, My groom tells 
me, that he likes your park, but your houſe js too little, 
Can the parſon of the pariſh play at backgammon, and 
hold his tongue ? Is any one of your women a good 
nurſe, if I ſhould fancy myſelf fick for four and twenty 
hours? How many days will you maintain me and my - 
equipage? When theſe preliminaries are ſett led, I mu 
be very poor, very lick, or dead, or to the laſt degree 
unfortunate, if I do not attend you at Aimſbury. For 
I profeſs you are the firſt lady that ever I deſired to ſee 
ſinee the firſt of Auguſt 1714 ; and I have forgot the date 
when that deſire grew ſtrong upon me; but I know I was 
not then in England, elſe I would have gone on foot 
for that happineſs as far as to your houſe in Scotland. 
But I can ſoon recolle@ the time, by aſking ſome ladies 
Vol. VIII. L here 
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here the month, the day, and the hour when I began to 
endure their company : which however I think was a 
ſign of my ill judgment; for I do not perceive they 
mend in any thing but envying or admiring your Grace. 
I diſlike nothing in your letter but an affected apology 
for bad writing, bad ſpelling, and a bad pen, which you 
retend Mr Gay found fault with ; wherein you affront 
Mr Gay, you affront me, and you affront yourſelf. Falſe 
ſpelling is only excuſable in a chamber-maid, for I would 
not pardon it in any of your waiting-women.—Pray 
God preſerve your Grace and family; and give me 
Jeave to expect, that you will be ſo juſt to remember 
me among thoſe who have the greateſt regard for virtue, 
goodneſs, prudence, courage, and generoſity ; after 
which you mult conclude, that I am, with the greateſt 
reſpect and gratitude, Madam, your Grace's moſt obe- 
dient and moſt humble ſervant, &c, 


To Mr Gar. 


I have juſt got yours of February 24. with a poſt- 
ſcript by Mr Pope. I am in great concern for him; I 
find Mr Pope dictated to you the firſt part, and with 
oreat difficulty ſome days after added the reſt. I ſee his 
weakneſs by his hand-writing. How much does his 
philoſophy exceed mine! I could not bear to ſee him: 
I will write to him ſoon. 


63/7 7c n. iy. 


Dublin, Fune. 29. 1731. 
Ver fince I received your letter, I have been upon 
La balance about going to England, and landing at 
Briſtol, to paſs a month at Aimſbury, as the Ducheſs 
hath given me leave. But many difficulties have inter- 
| fered, Firſt, I thought I had done with my law- suit, 
and fo did all my lawyers ; but my adverſary, after be- 
ing in appearance a Proteſtant theſe twenty years, hath 
declared he was always a Papiſt, and conſequently, by 
the law here, cannot buy nor (I think) ſell ; fo that I 
am at ſea again, for almoſt all I am worth, But I _ 
| j 
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ſtill a worſe evil: for the giddineſs I was ſubje& to, in- 
ſtead of coming ſeldom and violent, now conſtantly at- 
tends me more or leſs; though in a more peaceable man- 
ner, yet ſuch as will not qualify me to live among the 
young and healthy; and the Ducheſs, in all her youth, 
ſpirit and grandeur, will make a very ill nurſe, and her 
women not much better. Valetudinarians muſt live 
where they can command, and ſcold ; I muſt have horſes 
to ride, I muſt go to bed and riſe when I pleaſe, and live 


where all mortals are ſubſervient to me. I muſt talk 


nonfenſe when | pleafe, and all who are preſent muſt 
commend it. I muſt ride thrice a-week, and walk three 
or four miles beſtdes, every day. 

I always told you Mr was good for nothing 
but to be a rank courtier. I care not whether he ever 
writes to me or no. He and you may tell this to the 
Ducheſs; and I hate to ſee you fo charitable, and ſuch 
7 __ z and yet I love: you for it, becauſe I am one my- 

If. 

You are the fillieſt lover in Chriſtendom, If you like 
Mrs , why do you not command her to take you ? 
if ſhe does not, ſhe is not worth purſuing. You do her 
too much honour ; ſhe hath neither ſenſe nor taſte, if 
ſhe dares to refuſe you, though ſhe had ten thouſand 
pounds. I do not remember to have told yeu of thanks 
that you have not given, nor do I underſtand your 
meaning, and I am fure I had never the leaſt thoughts 
of any myſelf. If I am your friend, it is for my own 
reputation, and from a principle of ſelf-love; and I da 
ſometimes reproach you for not honouring me by letting 
the world know we are friends. | 

I ſee very well how matters go with the Ducheſs in 
regard to me. I heard her ſay, Mr Gay, fill your letter 
to the Dean, that there may be no room for me; the 


frolic is gone far enough; I have writ thrice; I will do 


no more; if the man has a mind to come, let him come; 
what a clutter is here? poſitively I will not write a ſyl- 
lable more, She is an ungrateful Ducheſs, conſidering 
how many adorers I have procured her here, over and 
above the thoufands ſhe had before.—1 cannot allow 
you rich enough till you are worth 7000 I. which will 
bring you zoo per annum; and this will maintain you, 
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with the perquiſite of ſpunging while you are young; 
and when you are old, will afford you a pint of Port at 
night, two ſervants, and an old maid, a little garden, 
and pen and ink,—provided you live in the country.— 
Have you no ſcheme either in verſe or proſe ? The Du- 
cheſs ſhould keep you at hard meat, and by-that means 
force you to write; and ſo I have done with you. 


Mapa, 8 

SINCE I began to grow old, I have found all ladies 
become inconſtant, without any reproach from their 
conſcience. If I wait on you, I declare, that one of 
your women (which ever it is that has deſigns upon a 
chaplain) muſt be my nurſe, if I happen to be ſick or 
peeviſh at your houſe; and in that caſe you myſt ſuſpend 
your domineering claim till I recover. Your omitting 
the uſual appendix to Mr Gay's letters hath done me 
infinite miſchief here ; for while you continued them, 
you would wonder how civil the ladies here were to me, 
and how much they have altered ſmce. I dare not con- 
feſs that I have deſcended fo low as to write to your 
Grace, after the abominable neglect you have been 
guilty of; for if they but ſuſpected it, I ſhould Joſe 
them all. One of them who had an inkling of the 
matter, (your Grace will hardly believe it), refuſed to 
beg my pardon upon her knees, for once negleQting to 
make my rice-milk.——Pray, conſider this, and do your 
duty, or dread the conſequence, I promiſe you ſhall 
have your will ſix minutes every hour at Aimſbury, and 
ſeven in London, while ] am in health: but if I happen 
to be lick, I muſt govern to a ſecond.” Yet, properly 
ſpeaking, there is no man alive with ſo much truth and 
reſpe&t your Grace's moſt obedient and devoted ſervant. 


. 


bet Sos... Auguſt 28. 1731. 
You and the Ducheſs uſe me very ill; for I profeſs 
1 I cannot diſtinguiſh the ſtyle or the hand-writing 
of either. I think her Grace writes more like you than 
herſelf,” and that you write more like her Grace than 
| yourſelf. 
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yourſelf, I would ſwear the beginning of your letter 
writ by the Ducheſs, though it is to paſs for yours; be- 
cauſe there is a curſed lie in it, that ſhe is neither young 
nor healthy; and beſides, it perfectly reſembles the part 
ſhe owns, I will likewiſe ſwear, that what I muſt ſup- 
pole is written by the Ducheſs, is your hand : and thus 
I am puzzled and perplexed between you; but I will go 
on in the innocency of my own heart. I ain got eight 
miles from our famous metropolis, to a country parſon's, 
to whom I lately gave a city-living, ſuch as an Engliſh 
chaplain would leap at. I retired hither for the public 
good, having two great works in hand: one to reduce 
the whole politeneſs, wit, humour, and ſtyle of Eng- 
land into a ſhort ſyſtem, for the uſe of all perſons of 
quality, and particularly the maids of honour *®. The 
other is of almoſt equal importance; I may call it the 
whole duty of ſervants, in about twenty ſeveral ſtations, 
from the ſteward and waiting-woman, down to the ſcul- 
lion and pantry-boy F. ——1 believe no mortal had ever 
ſuch fair invitations, as to be happy in the beſt compa- 
ny of England. I wiſh I had liberty to print your let- 
ter with my own comments upon it. There was a fel- 
low in Ireland, who from a ſhoe-boy grew to be ſe- 
veral times one of the chief govenors, wholly illiterate, 
and with hardly common ſenſe. A Lord Lieutenant 
told the firſt King George, that he was the greateſt ſub- 
ject he had in both kingdoms; and truly this character 
was gotten and preſerved by his never appearing in Eng- 
land; which was the only wiſe thing he ever did, ex- 
cept purchaſing 16,000 l. a- year. Why, you need 
not ſtare: it is eaſily applied. I muſt be abſent, in or» 
der to preſerve my credit with her Grace, ——Lo here 
comes in the Ducheſs again, (I know her by her dd's ; 
but am a fool for diſcovering my art), to defend herſelf 
againſt my conjecture of what ſhe ſaid, —Madam, I 
will imitate your Grace, and write to you upon tbe 
ſame line. I own it is a baſe un- romantic ſpirit in me 
to ſuſpend the honour of waiting at your Grace's feet, 

* Wag flaff *s Dialogues of polite converſation, publiſhed in his life- 
time, See vol. 7. p. 245 


+ An imperfect thing of this kind, called Direfious to ſervants in 
general, has been publiſhed ſince his death. Sce vol. 7. p. 344. 
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till I can finiſh a paltry law-ſuit. It concerns indeed al- 
moſt all my whole fortune; it is equal to balf Mr 
Pope's, and two thirds of Mr Gay's, and about fix 
weeks rent of your Grace's. This curſed accident hath 
drill'd away the whole ſummer. But, Madam, under- 
ſtand one thing, that I take all your ironical civilities 
in a literal ſenſe; and whenever I have the honour to 
attend you, ſhall expect them to be literally perform- 
ed: though perbaps I ſhall find it hard to prove your 
hand-writing in a court of juſtice ; but that will not be 
much for your credit, How miſerably hath your Grace 
been miſtaken, in thinking to avoid envy by running in- 
to exile, where it haunts you more than ever it did e- 
ven at court? Non te civitas, non regia domus in exilium 
miſerunt, ſed tu utraſgue. So ſays Cicero, (as your Grace 
knows), or ſo he might have ſaid. : 

I am told, that the Craftſman, in one of his papers, 
is offended with the publiſhers of (I ſuppoſe) the laſt e- 
dition of the Dunciad ; and I was aſked whether you 
and Mr Pope were as good friends to the new difgraced 
perſon as formerly? This I knew nothing of, but ſup- 
pole it was the conſequence of ſome miſtake. As to 
writing, I look on you juſt in the prime of life for it, 
the very ſeaſon when judgment and invention draw to- 
gether, But ſchemes are perfectly accidental: ſome 
will appear barren of hints and matter, but prove to be 
fruitful; and others the contrary : and what you ſay, 
is paſt doubt, that every one can beſt find —_ for 
himſelf; though it is poſſible, that ſometimes a friend 
may give you a lucky one juſt ſuited to your un ima- 
gination. But all this is almoſt paſt with me: my in- 
vention and judgment are perpetually at fiſty- cuffs, till 
they have quite difabled each other; and the mereſt 
trifles I ever wrote are ſerious philoſophical lucubra- 
tions, in compariſon to what I now buſy myſelf about; 
as (to ſpeak in the author's pbraſe) the world may one 
day ſee. 


LE T- 


His lodicrous prediction was fince his death, and very much to 
his diſhonour, ſeriouſly fulfilled. /arb. 


By this defire of letting 1he world ſee what other men of leſs wit 
and more diſcretion would carefully haye concealed, Swift yr" 
TEES N imſc 
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Sept. 10. 1731. 

F your ramble was on horſeback, I am glad of it on 
I account of your health ; but I know your arts of 
patching up a journey between ſtage-coaches and friends 
coaches : for you are as arrant a cockney as any hoſier 
in Cheapſide. One clean ſhirt with two cravats, and 
as many handkerchiefs, make up your equipage : and as 
for a night-gown, it is clear from Homer, that Aga- 
memnon roſe without one. I have often had it in m 
head to put it into your's, that you ought to have ſome 
great work in ſcheme, which may take up ſeven years 
to finiſh, beſides two or three under ones, that ma 
add another 1000 l. to your ſtock : and then I ſhall be 
in leſs pain about you. I know you can find dinners ; 
but you love twelve-penny coaches too well, without 
conſidering that the intereſt of a whole 1000 I. brings 
you but half a crown a- day. I find a greater longing 
than ever to come amongſt you: and reaſon good, when 
Jam teaſed with Dukes and Ducheſſes for a viſit, all 
my demands complied with, and all excùſes cut off. You 
remember, O happy Don Quixote! queens held his 
* horſe, and duchelin pulled off his armour,” or ſome- 


thing to that purpoſe. He was a mean - ſpirited fellow: 


himſelf open to the cenfure of his enemies, and beyond the reach of 
any defence from his friends. He has not only committed to the 

eſs a moſt deſpicable heap of writings, but has publicly recorded the 

weſt amuſements of his private ſcenes of life, without having once 
ſuſpected, that perſons whoſe ſiations or abilities have fixed them in 
a conſpicuous attitude, are looked upon by the reſt of mankind with 
a very critical, and a very envious eye. Avguſtus, as I remember, 
was a little aſhamed to be diſcovered at a game of cobnuts; and even 
Domitian was cunning f to withdraw into his cloſet to catch 
flies. Great minds, you will fay, require to be often unbent. Lal- 
low it: but thoſe relaxations might be choſen, ſo as to make idleneſs 
appear in a beautiful light : and Swift would have forfeited a leſs de- 
pre of fame by playing * years at * (the records of which 

e could not have printed), than by compoſing various kinds of non- 


ſenſe, which, by bis own option, have been honoured with a place in 
J 


bis works, Cen 
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I can ſay ten times more, O happy, &c. ſuch a Ducheſs 
was deſigned to attend him, and ſuch a Duke invited 
him to command his palace. Nam iſtos reges ceteros me- 
morare nolo, hominum mendicabula. Go read your Plautus, 
and abſerve Strobilus vapouring after he had found the 
t of gold. I will have nothing to do with-that 
1 L have long ha ted her on your account, and the 
more becauſe you are. ſo forgiving as not to hate ber: 
however, ſhe has good qualities enough to make her e- 
ſteemed ; but not one grain of feeling. . I only wiſh ſhe 
k were a fool,——1 have been ſeveral months writing near 
| five hundred lines on a pleaſant ſubject, only to tell 
what my friends and enemies will ſay on me after I am 
dead . I ſhall finiſh it ſoon; for I add two lines every 
week, and blot out four, and alter eight.” I have 
brought in you and my other friends, as well as ene- 
mies and detractors. It is a great comfort to ſee how 
corruption and ill conduct are inſtrumental in uniting 
virtuous perſons and lovers of their country of all de- 
nominations ; Whig and Tory, High and Low church, 
as ſoon as they are left to think freely, all joining in o- 
pinion. If this be diſaffection, pray God ſend me always 
among the diſaffected! and I heartily wiſh you joy of 
your ſcurvy treatment at court, which hath given you 
leiſure to cultivate both public and private virtue, nei- 
ther of them likely to be ſoon met with within the 
walls of St James's or Weſtminſter, -—- But I muſt here 
diſmiſs you, that I may pay my acknowledgments to the 
Duke for the great honour he hath done me, 


My Loxp, 
I could have ſworn that my pride would be always 
able to preſerve me from vanity ; of which I have been 
in great danger to be guilty for ſome months paſt, firſt 
by the conduct of my Lady Ducheſs, and now by that 
of your Grace, which had like to finiſh the work. And 
I ſhould certainly have gone about ſhewing my letters, 
under the charge of ſecrecy, to every blab of my ac- 
quaintance, if I could have the leaſt hope of prevailing 


This has been publiſhed, and is amongſt the beſt of his poems, 


— 


On 


* 
* 
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on any of them to believe, that a man in fo obſcure a 
corner, quite thrown out of the preſent world, and 
within a few ſteps of the next, ſhould receive ſuch con- 
deſcending invitations, from two ſuch perſons to whom 
he is an utter ſtranger, and who know no more of him 
than what they have heard by the partial repreſentations 
of a friend. But in the mean time, I muſt defire your 
Grace not to flatter yourſelf, that I waited for your 
conſent to accept the invitation. I muſt be ignorant 
indeed, not to know, that the Ducheſs, ever ſince you 
met, hath been moſt politicly employed in increaſing 
thoſe forces, and ſharpening thoſe arms, with which ſhe 
ſubdued you at firſt, and to which, the braver and the 
wiſer you grow, you will more and more ſubmit. Thus 
I knew myſelf on the ſecure fide; and it was a mere 
piece of good manners to inſert that clauſe, of which 
you have taken the advantage. But as I cannot for- 
bear informing your Grace, that the Ducheſs's great 
ſecret in her art of government hath been, to reduce 
both your wills into one; ſo I am content, in due ob- 
ſervance to the forms of the world, to return my moſt 
humble thanks to your Grace, for ſo great a favour as 
you are pleaſed to offer me, and which nothing but ime 
poſſibilities ſhall prevent me from receiving; ſince I am, 
with the greateſt reaſon, truth, and reſpet, my Lord, 
your Grace's moſt obedient, Cc. 


Mapa, 

I have conſulted all the learned in ocult ſciences of 
my acquaintance, and have ſat up eleven nights to diſ- 
cover the meaning of thoſe two hieroglyphical lines in 
your Grace's hands at the bottom of the laſt Aimſbury 
letter ; but all in vain. Only it is agreed, that the 
language is Coptic; and a very profound Behmeſt af- 
ſures me, the ſtyle is poetic, containing an invitation 
from a very great perſon of the female ſex, to a ſtrange 
kind of man whom ſhe never ſaw : and this is all I can 
find ; which, after ſo many former invitations, will e- 
ver confirm me in that reſpect wherewith I am, Madam, 
your Grace's moſt obedient, &c. 


L E T. 
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L E T NX EVIL 
Mr Gav to Dr S WITT. 


Dec. 1. 1731. 
OV uſed to complain that Mr Pope and I would 
not let you ſpeak ; you may now be even with me, 
and take it out in writing. If you don't ſend to me 
now and then, the poſt-office will think me of no con- 
ſequence, for I have no correſpondent but you. You 
may keep as far from us as you pleaſe : you cannot be 
forgotten by thofe who ever knew you; and therefore 
pleaſe me, by ſometimes ſhewing that I am not forgot 
by you. I have nothing to take me off from my friend- 
ſhip to you. I ſeek no new acquaintance, and court no 
favour; I ſpend no ſhillings in coaches or chairs, to le- 
vees or preat viſits; and, as I don't want the aſliſtance 
of ſome that I formerly converſed with, I will not fo 
much as ſeem to ſeek to be a dependent. As to my ſtu- 
dies, I have not been entirely idle, though I cannot ſay 
that I have yet perfected any thing. What I have done 
is ſomething in the way of thoſe fables I have already 
publiſhed. All the money I get is by ſaving; fo that by 
habit there may be ſome hopes (if I grow richer) of my 
becoming a miſer. All miſers have their excuſes ; the 
motive to my parſimony is independence. If I were to 
be repreſented by the Ducheſs, (ſhe is ſuch a downright 
niggard for me), this character might not be allowed 
me; but I really think I am covetous enough for any 
who lives at the court end of the town, and who is as 
poor as myſelf: for I don't pretend that I am equally 
ſaving with S——k. Mr Lewis deſired you might be 
told, that he hath five pounds of yours in his hands, 
which he fancies you may have forgot ; for he will 
hardly allow that a verſe-man can have a juſt knowledge 
of his own affairs. When you got rid of your Jaw-ſuit, 
] was in hopes that you had got your own, and was 
free from every vexation of the law ; but Mr Pope tells 
me, you are not entirely out of your perplexity, though 
you have the ſecurity now in your own poſſeſſion. But 
{till your caſe is not fo bad as Captain Gulliver's, — 
rumece 
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ruined by having a decree for him with coſts. I have had 
an injunction for me againſt pirating bookſellers ; which 
I am ſure to get nothing by, and will, I fear, in the 
end drain me of ſome money. When I began this pro- 
ſecution, I fancied there would be ſome end of it ; but 
the law ſtill goes on; and it is probable I ſhall ſome 
time or other ſee an attorney's bill as long as the book. 
Poor Duke Diſney is dead, and hath left what he had 
among his friends; among whom are Lord Bolingbroke, 
5001. ; Mr Pelham, 5001. ; Sir William Wyndham's 
youngeſt ſon, 5ool. ; Gen, Hill, 500 I.; Lord Maſſam's 
ſon, 500 I. 

You have the good wiſhes of thoſe I converſe with. 
They know they gratify me, when they remember you ; 
but I really think they do it purely for your own ſake. 
I am ſatisfied with the love and friendſhip of good men, 
and envy not the Jemerits of thoſe who are moſt con- 
ſpicuouſly diſtinguiſhed. Therefore, as I ſet a juſt va- 
lue upon your friendſhip, you cannot pleaſe me more, 
than letting me now and then know that you remem- 
ber me; the only ſatisfaction of diſtant friends 


P. S. Mr Gay's is a good letter; mine will be a very 
dull one; and yet what you will think the worſt of it, 
is what ſhould be its excuſe, that I write in a headach 
that has laſted three days. I am never ill but I think 
of your ailments, and repine that they mutually hinder 
our being together : though in one point I am apt to 
difter from you ; for you ſhun your friends when you are 
in thoſe circumſtances, and I defire them ; your way is 
the more generous, mine the more tender. Lady —— 
took your letter very kindly ; for I had prepared her to 
expect no anſwer under a.twelvemonth ; but kindneſs 
perhaps is a word not applicable to courtiers. However, 
ſhe is An extraordinary woman there, who will do you 
common juſtice. For God's ſake, why all this ſcruple 
about Lord B.—'s keeping your horſes, who has a park; 
or about my keeping you on a pint of wine a-day ? We 
are infinitely richer than you imagine, John Gay ſhall 
help me to entertain you, though you come like King 
Lear with fifty knights. Though ſuch proſpects as I 
wiſh cannot now be formed, for fixing you with us, time 

may 
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may provide better before you part again. The old 


Lord may die, the benefice may drop, or, at worſt, 
you my carry me into Ireland. You will fee a work of 
Lord B., and one of mine; which, with a juſt n 

le& of the preſent age, conſult enly poſterity ; ws. 


with a noble ſcorn of politics, aſpire to philoſophy. I 


am glad you reſolve to meddle no more with the low 
concerns and intereſts of parties, even of countries, (for 
countries are but larger parties). Quid verum atque de- 
cem, curare, et rogare, noſirum fit. I am much pleaſed 
with your deſign upon Rochefoucault's maxim; pray fi- 
niſh it. I am happy whenever you join our names 
together. So would Dr Arbuthnot be: but at this 
time he can be pleaſed with nothing; for his darling 


ſon is dying in all probability, by the melancholy. ac- 


count I received this morning. 


The paper you alk me about is of little value. It 


might have been a ſeaſonable ſatire upon the ſcandalous 
language and paſſion with which men of condition have 
ſtooped to treat one another. Surely they ſacriſice too 
much to the people, when they ſacrifice their own cha · 
raters, families, &c. to the diverſion of that rabble of 
readers. I agree with you in my contempt of moſt po» 
pularity, fame, &c.; even as a writet I am cool in it; 
and whenever you ſee what I am now writing, you'll 
be convinced I would pleaſe but a few, and, if I could, 
make mankind leſs admirers, and greater reaſoners 4. 
I ſtudy much more to render my own portion of being 
eaſy, and to keep this peeviſh frame of the human body 
in good humour. Infirmities have not quite unmanned 
me; and it will delight you to hear they are not increa- 
ſed, though not diminiſhed. I thank God, I do not 
very much want people to attend me, though my mo- 
ther now cannot, When I am ſick, I lie down ; when 
I am better, I riſe up: I am uſed to the headach, &c, 
If greater pains arrive, (ſuch as my late rheumatiſm), 


The poem on his own death, formed upon a maxim of Roche- 
foucault. It is one of the beſt of his performances, but very cha- 
TaQteriftic. Varb. See it in vol. 6, p. 220. 

+ The poem he means is the Eſſay on man But this point he could 
never gain. His readers would admire his poetry in ſpite of him, 
and would not underſtand his rea/oring after all his pains. Warb. 
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the ſervants bathe and plaiſter me, or the ſurgeon ſcari- 
fies me; and I bear it, becauſe I muſt, This is the evil 
of nature, not of fortune, I am juſt now as well as 
when you was here: I pray God you were no worſe, I 
fincerely wiſh my life were paſſed near you ; and, ſuch 
as it is, I would not repine at it. All you mention, 
remember you, and wiſh you here, 


LET TER Um 
De SWIFT fo Mr Gar. 


| Dablin, May 4. 1732. 
AM now as lame as when you writ your letter, and 


almoſt as lame as your letter itſelf, for want of that 


limb from my Lady Ducheſs which you promiſed, and 


without which IT wonder how it could limp hither, I 
am not in a condition to make a true ſtep even on Aimi- 
bury downs ; and I declare, that a corporeal falſe ſtep is 
worſe than a political one; nay worſe than a thouſand 
political ones; for which I appeal to courts and mini- 
ſters, who hobble on and proſper, without the ſenſe of 
feeling. To talk of riding and walking, is inſulting 
me; for I can as ſoon fly as do either. It is your pride 
or lazineſs, more than chair-hire, that makes the town 
expenſive. No honour is loſt by walking in the dark: 
and in the day, you may becken a blackguard-boy une 
der a gate, near your viſiting-place, (experto crede), 
ſave eleven pence, and get balf a crown's worth of 
health. The worſt of my preſent misfortune is, that I 
eat and drink, and can digeſt neither for want of exer- 
ciſe; and, to increaſe my miſery, the knaves are ſure to 
find me at home, and make huge void ſpaces in my cel- 
lars. I congratulate with you, for loſing your great 
acquaintance. In ſuch a caſe, philoſophy teaches, that 
we muſt ſubmit, and be content with good ones. I like 
Lord Cornbury's refuſing his penſion ; but I demur at 
his being elected for Oxford; which I conceive is wholly 
changed, and entirely devoted to new principles; fo it 
appeared to me the two laſt times 1 was there. 
I find, by the whole caſt of your letter,- that you are 
Vor. VIII. M as 
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as giddy and as volatile as ever; juſt the reverſe of Mr 
Pope, who hath always loved a domeſtic life from his 
youth. I was going to with you had ſome little place 
that you could call your own ; but I profeſs I do not 
know you well enough to contrive any one ſyſtem of life 
that would pleaſe you. You pretend to preach up riding 
and walking to the Ducheſs; yet, from my knowledge 
of you after twenty years, you always joined a violent 
deſire of perpetually ſhifting places and company, with 
a rooted lazineſs, and an utter impatience of fatigue. 
A coach and fix horſes is the utmoſt exerciſe you can 
bear, and this only when you can fill it with ſuch com- 
pany as is beſt ſuited to your taſte ; and how glad would 
you be, if it could waft you in the air to avoid jolting ? 
while I, who am fo much later in life, can, or at leaſt 
could, ride 500 miles on a trotting horſe. You mor- 
tally hate writing, only becauſe it is the thing you chiefly 
ought to do ; as well to keep up the vogue you have in 
the world, as to make you eaſy in your fortune. You 
are merciful to every thing but money, your beſt friend, 
whom you treat with inhumanity. Be aſſured, I will 
hire people to watch all your motions, and to return 
me a faithful account. Tell me, have you cured your 
abſence of mind ? Can you attend to trifles? Can you 
at Aimſbury write domeſtic libels to divert the family, 
and neighbouring ſquires for five miles round? or ven- 
ture fo Ei on horſeback, without apprehending a ſtumble 
at every ſtep? Can you ſet the footmen a-laughing as 
they wait at dinner? and do the Ducheſs's women ad- 
mire your wit? In what eſteem are you with the vicar 
of the pariſh ? Can you play with him at backgammon ? 
Have the farmers found out, that you cannot diſtinguiſh 
rye from barley, or an oak from a crab tree? You are 
ſenſible, that I know the full extent of your cauntry- | 
{kill is in fiſhing for roaches, or gudgeons at the higheſt. 

I love to do you good offices with your friends; and 
therefore defire you will ſhow this letter to the Ducheſs, 
to improve her Grace's good opinion of your qualifica- 
tions, and convince ber how uſeful you are like to be 
in the family, Her Grace ſhall have the honour of my 

;  _ eorreſpondence again when ſhe goes to Aimſbury. Hear 
-2 piece of Iriſh news. I buried the famous General Me- 


redyth's 


Oe 


| 
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redyth's father laſt night in my cathedral ; he was nine- 
ty- ix years old: ſo that Mrs Pope may live ſeven years 
longer. You ſaw Mr Pope in health; pray is he gene- 
rally more healthy than when I was amongſt you? 1 
would know 'how your own health is, and how much 
wine you drink in a day. My ſtint in company is a 
pint at noon, and half as much at night; but I often 
dine at home like a hermit, and then I drink little or 
WH none at all. Let ! differ from you; for I would have 
= ſociety, if I could get what I like, people of middle un 
| derſtanding, and middle rank. Adieu. xt 
LETTER LEE 


| | Dublin, Faly 10. 1732. 
Had your letter by Mr Ryves a long time after the 
date, for I ſuppoſe he ſtaid long in the way. I am 
glad you determine upon ſomething. There is no wri- 
ting I eſteem more than fables, nor any thing ſo difficult 
to ſucceed in ; which however you have done excellently 
well; and I have often admired your happineſs in fuel 
a kind of performance, which I have frequently endea- 
voured at in vain. I remember I acted as you ſeem to 
hint. I found a moral firſt, and ſtudied for a fable; but 
could do nothing that pleaſed me, and fo left off that 
ſcheme for ever. I remember one, which was, to re- 
preſent. what ſcoundrels riſe in armies by a long war; 
wherein I ſuppoſed the lion was engaged, and having 
loſt all his animals of worth, at laſt Serjeant Hog 
came to be a Brigadier, and Corporal Aſs a Colonel, &c. 
I agree with you likewiſe about getting ſomething by 
the ſtage ; which, when it ſucceeds, is the beſt crop for 
poetry in England. But pray take ſome new ſcheme, 
quite different from any thing you have already touched. 
The preſent humour of the players, who hardly (as I 
was told in London) regard any new play, and your pre- 
ſent ſituation at the court, are the difficulties to be o- 
* vercome ; but thoſe circumſtances may have altered (at 
leaſt the former) ſince I left you. My ſcheme was, to 
paſs a month at Aimſbury, and then go to Twicken- 
ham, and live a winter between that and Dawley, and 
M2 ſometimes 


136 LETTERS TO AND Let. 59. 


- ſometimes at Riſkins ; without going to London, where 
I now can have no occa::onal lodgings. But I am not 
yet in any condition for ſuch removals. I would fain 
have you get enough againſt you grow old, to have two 
or three ſervants about you, and a convenient houſe, It 
is hard to want thoſe /ubſdia ſenectuti, when a man grows 
hard to pleaſe, and few people care whether he be plea- 
ſed or no. I have a large houſe; yet I ſhould hardly 
prevail to find one viſitor, if I were not able to hire him 
with a bottle of wine : fo that when I am not abroad 
on horſeback, I generally dine alone, and am thankful 
if a friend will paſs the evening with me. I am now 
with the remainder of my pint before me, and ſo here's 
your health, — and the ſecond and chief is to my Tun- 
bridge acquaintance, my Lady Ducheſs. And I tell 
you, that I fear my Lord Bolingbroke, and Mr Pope, a 
couple of philoſophers, would ſtarve me; for even of 
Port wine I ſhould require half a pint a-day, and as much 
at night: and you were growing as bad, unleſs your 
Duke and Ducheſs have mended you. Your colic is 
owing to intemperance of the philoſophical kind : you 
eat. without care; and if you drink leſs than I, you 
drink too little. But your inattention I cannot par- 

don, becauſe I imagined the cauſe was removed ; for I 
thought it lay in your forty millions of ſchemes, by 
court-hopes and court-fears, Yet Mr Pope has the ſame 
defect, and it js of all others the moſt mortal to con- 
verſation ; neither is my Lord Bolingbroke untinged 
with it; all for want of my rule, Vive la Bagatelle] 
But the Doctor is the king of inattention. What a 
vexatious life ſhould I lead among you ? If the Ducheſs 
be a reveuſe, I will never come to Aimſbury : or if I do, 
J will run away from you both, to one of her women, 
and the ſteward and chaplain. 


Mavpan, + | 11 

I mentioned ſomething to Mr Gay of a Tunbridge 
acquaintance, whom we forget of courſe when we re · 
turn to town; and yet I am aſſured, that if they meet 
again next ſummer, they have a better title to reſume 
their commerce. Thus I look on my right of corre- 
ſponding with your Grace, to be better eſtabliſhed upon 
5 | Wis your 
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your return to Aimſbury ; and I ſhall at this time de- 
ſcend to forget, or at leaſt ſuſpend my reſentments of 
your neglect all the time you were in London, I ſtill 
keep in my heart, that Mr Gay had no ſooner turned 
his back, than you left the place in his letter void which 
be had commanded you to fill; though your guilt con- 
founded you fo far, that you wanted preſence of mind 
to blot out the laſt line, where that command ſtared 
you in the face, But it is my misfortune, to quarrel 
with all my acquaintance, and always come by the 
worſt: and Fortune is ever againſt me; but never ſo 
much as by purſuing me out of mere partiality to your 
Grace, for which you are to anſwer. By your conni- 
vance, ſhe hath pleaſed, by one ſtumble on the ſtairs, to 
give me a lameneſs that fix months have not been able 
perfectly to cure: and thus J am prevented from reven · 
ging myſelf, by continuing a month at Aimſbury, and 
breeding confuſion in your Grace's family. No diſap- 
pointment through my whole life hath been fo vexatious 
by many degrees; and God knows whether 1 ſhall ever 
live to ſee the invifible lady to whom I was obliged for 
ſo many favours, and whom I never beheld fince ſhe was 
a brat in hanging ſleeves. I am, and ſhall be ever, with 
the greateſt reſpect and gratitude, Madam, your Grace's 
molt obedient and moſt humble, &c. 


L E T7 TER IX. 


Dublin, Aug. 12. 1732. 
Know not what to fay to the account of your ſtews 
ardſhip; and it is monſtrous to me, that the South» 
ſea ſhould pay half their debts at one clap. But Iwill 
ſend for the money when you put me into the way; for 
I ſhall want it here, my affairs being in a bad condi- 
tion, by the miſeries of the kingdom, and my own pri - 
vate fortune being wholly imbroiled, and worſe than 
ever; fo that I ſhall ſoon petition the Ducheſs, as an 
odject of charity, to lend me three or four thouſand 
pounds to keep up my dignity. My one hundred pound 
will buy me fix hogſheads of wine, which will ſupport 
me a year; proviſæ frugis in annum copia, Horace de- 
i M 3 ſired 


i 


fired no mort; for I will conſtrue frugis to be wine. 
- You are young enough to get ſome lucky 'hint, which 
_ muſt come by chance, and it ſhall be a thing of import- 
ance, gued et hunc in annum wivat et in plures; and you 
ſhall not finiſh it in haſte, and it ſhall be diverting, and 


weary of you till this time ſeven years. I had lately an 
offer to change for an Engliſh living, which is juſt too 
ſhort by 300 l. a- year; and that muſt be made up out 
of the Ducheſs's pin-money, before I can conſent. I 
want to be miniſter of Aimſbury, Dawley, Twicken» 
ham, Riſkins, and prebendary of Weſtminſter ; elſe I 
will not ſtir a ſtep, but content myſelf with making the 
Ducheſs miſerable three months next ſummer. But I 
keep ill company: I mean the Ducheſs and you, who 
are both out of favour; and fo I find am I, by a few 
verſes wherein Pope and you have your parts. You hear 
Dr D——y has got a wife with 1600 l. a year; I, who 
am his governor, cannot take one under two thouſand. 
I wiſh you would inquire of ſuch a one in your neigh- 
bourhood. See what it is to write godly books ! I pro- 
ſeſs I envy you above all men in England. You want 
nothing but three thouſand pounds more to keep you in 
plenty, when your friends grow weary of you. To 
prevent which laſt evil at Aimſbury, you muſt learn to 
domineer and be peeviſh, to find fault with their vie- 
tuals and drink, to chide.and direct the ſervants, with 
ſome other leſſons which I ſhall teach you, and always 
practiſed myſelf with ſucceſs. I believe I formerly de 

red to know, whether the vicar of Aimſbury can play 
at backgammon. Pray aſk him the queſtion, and give 
dim my ſervice. | 


To the Ducheſs. 


Maran, N Ld 
I was the moſt unwary creature in the world, when, 
againſt my old maxims, I writ firſt to you upon your 
return to Tunbridge. I beg that this condeſcenſion of 
mine may go no farther, and that you will not pretend 
to make a precedent of it, I never knew apy man — 
IC 
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uſefully ſatirical, and the Ducheſs ſhall be your critic ;- 
and, betwixt you and me, I do not find ſhe will _ 
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red of any inattention, although the pretended cauſes: 
were removed. When I was with Mr Gay laſt in Lon» 
don, talking with him on ſome poetical ſubjects, he 
would anſwer, © Well, I am determined not to accept 
the employment of Gentleman-uſher:" and of the 
ſame diſpoſition were all my poetical friends; and if you 
cannot cure him, I utterly deſpair,——As to yourſelf, I 
would ſay to you, (though compariſons be odious), 
what I ſaid to the „that your quality ſhould be ne- 
ver any motive of eſteem to me: my compliment was 
then loſt, but it will not be ſo to you. For I know 
you more by — one of your letters than I could by fix 
months converſing. Your pen is always more natural, 
and ſincere, and unaffected than your tongue: in wri- 
ting you are too lazy to give yourſelf the trouble of act- 
ing a part: and have indeed acted fo indiſcreetly, that 
I have you at mercy: and although you ſhould arrive 
to ſuch a height of immorality as to deny your hand, 
yet, whenever I produce it, the world will unite in 
ſwearing this muſt come from you only. | 
I will anſwer your queſtion, Mr Gay is not diſcreet 
enough to live alone; but he is too diſcreet to live a- 
lone; and yet (unleſs you mend him) he will live alone 
even in your Grace's company, Your quarrelling with 
each other upon the ſubje& of bread and butter, is the 


moſt uſual thing in the world. Parliaments, courts, 


cities, and kingdoms, quarrel for no other cauſe; from 
bence, and from hence only, ariſe all the quarrels be- 
tween Whig and Tory; between thoſe who are in the 
miniſtry, and thoſe who are out ; between all pretend- 
ers to employment in the church, the law, and the ar- 
my. Even the common proverb teaches you this, when 
we ſay, It is none of my bread and butter; meaning it 
is no buſineſs of mine. Therefore I deſpair of any re- 
concilement between you till the affair of bread and 
butter be adjuſted, wherein I would gladly be a media» 
tor, If Mahomet ſhould come to the mountain, how 
happy would an excceilent lady be, who lives a few 
miles from this town? As I was telling of Mr Gay's 
way of living at Aimſbury, ſhe offered fifty guineas to 
bave you both at her houſe tor one hour over a bottle 


of Burgundy, which we were then drinking. To your 


queſtion 
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queſtion I anſwer, that your Grace ſhould pull me by 
the ſleeve till you tore it off; and when you ſaid you 
were weary of me, I would pretend to be deaf, and 
think (according to another proverb) that you tore my 
cloaths to keep me from going. I never will believe 
one word you ſay of my Lord Duke, unleſs I fee three 
or four lines in his own hand art the bottom of your's. 
I have a concern in the whole family, and Mr Gay 
muſt give me a particular account of every branch; for 
I am not aſhamed of you though you be Duke and Du- 
chefs, though I have been of others who are, c.; and 
I do not doubt but even your own ſervants love you, 
even down to your poſtilions; and when I come to 
Aimſbury, before I ſee your Grace, I will have an hour's 
converſation with the vicar, who will tell me how fa- _ 
miliarly you talk to Goody Dobſon and all the neigh- 
bours, as if you were their equal, and that you were 
godmother to her ſon Jacky. ' 

I am, and ſhall be ever, with the greateſt reſpect, 
your Grace's moſt obedient, c. 2 


r re 1. 
3 Dublin, O8. 3. 1731. 
Uſually write to friends after a pauſe of a few 
weeks, that I may not interrupt them in better 
company, better thoughts, and better diverſions. I 


believe I have told you of a great man, who ſaid to me, 
that he never once in his life received a good letter from 


Ireland: for which there are reaſons enough, without 


affront ing our underſtandings. For there is not one 

ſon out of this country, who regards any events that 
paſs here, unleſs he hath an eſtate or employment. 
I cannot tell, that you or I ever gave the leaſt provo- 


cation to the preſent miniſtry, much leſs to the court; 


and yet I am ten times more out of favour than you. For 
my own part, I do not fee the politic of opening com- 
mon letters, directed to perfons generally known; for 
a man's underſtanding would be very weak to conv 
ſecrets by the poſt, if he knew any; which I declare I 
do not: and, beſides, I think the world is already fo well 
. : informed 
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informed by plain events, that I queſtion whether the 


miniſters have any ſecrets at all. Neither would I be 
under any apprehenſion if a letter ſhould be ſent me full 
of treaſon ; becaule I cannot hinder people from wri- 
ting what they pleaſe, nor ſending it to me; and al- 
though it ſhould be diſcovered to have been opened be- 
fore it came to my hand, I would only burn it, and 
think no further. I approve of the ſcheme you have to 
grow ſomewhat richer, though, I agree, you will meet 
with diſcouragements; and it is reaſonable you ſhould, 
conſidering what kind of pens are at this time only em- 
ployed and encouraged. For you muſt allow, that the 
bad painter was in the right, who, having painted a 
cock, drove away all the cocks and hens, and even the 
chickens, for fear thoſe who paſſed by his ſhop might 
make a compariſon with his work. And I will ſay one 
thing in ſpite of the poſt-officers, that ſince wit and 
learning began to be made uſe of in our kingdoms, they 
were never profeſſedly thrown aſide, contemned, and 
puniſhed, till within your own memory; nor dulneſs 
and ignorance ever ſo openly encouraged and promoted. 
In anſwer to what you ſay of my living among you, if 
I could do it to my eaſe ; perhaps you have heard of a 
ſcheme for an exchange in Berkſhire propoſed by two of 
our friends; but, beſides the difficulty of adjuſting cer- 
tain eircumſtances, it would not anſwer. I am at a 
time of life that ſeeks eaſe and independence: you will 
hear my reaſons when you ſee thoſe friends; and I con- 
cluded them with ſaying, That I would 'rather be a 
freeman among ſlaves than a flave among freemen. 
The dignity of my preſent ſtation damps the pertneſs 
of inferior puppies and *ſquires, which, without plenty 
and eaſe on your {ide the channel, would break my heart 
in a month, | | 
Mapan, | | 

SEE what it is to live where I do. I am utterly ig- 
norant of that ſame Strado del Poe; and yet, if that 
author be againſt lending or giving money, I cannot 
but think him a good courtier; which I am ſure your 
Grace is not, no not ſo much as $0 be a maid of honour, 
For I am certainly informed, that you are neither a 
| LIE freethinker, 
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freethinker, nor can ſell bargains; that you can neither 
ſpell, nor talk, nor write, nor think like a courtier; 
that you pretend to be reſpected for qualities which 
have been out of faſhion ever ſince you were almoſt in 
your cradle ; that your contempt for a fine petticoat 
is an infallible mark of diſaffection; which is further 
confirmed by your ill taſte for wit, in preferring two 
old-faſhioned poets before Duck or Cibber. Beſides, 
you ſpell in ſuch a-manner as no covurt-lady can read, 
and write in ſuch an old-faſhioned ſtyle as none of 
them can underſtand. You need not- be in pain 
about Mr Gay's ſtock of health. I promiſe you he will 
ſpend it all upon lazineſs, and run deep in debt by a 
winter's repoſe in town ; therefore I intreat your Grace 
will order him to move his chops leſs and his legs more 
the ſix cold months, elſe he will ſpend all his money in 
phyſic and coach-hire. Iam in much perplexity about 
your Grace's declaration, of the manner in which you 
diſpoſe what you call your love and reſpect, which you 
ſay are not paid to merit, but to your own humour. 
Now, Madam, my misfortune is, that I have nothing to 
plead but abundance of merit; and there goes an ugly 
_ obſervation, that the humour of ladies is apt to change. 
Now, Madam, if I ſhould go to Aimſbury, with a great 
load of merit and your Grace happen to be out of 
humour, and will not purchaſe my merchandiſe at the 
price of your reſpect, the goods may be damaged, and 
no body elſe will take them off my hands. Beſides, 
you have declared Mr Gay to hold the firſt part, and I 
ut the ſecond; which is hard treatment, fince I ſhall 
be the neweſt acquaintance by ſome years ; and I will 
appeal to all the reſt of your ſex, whether ſuch an in- 
novation ought to be allowed. I ſhould be ready to ſay 
in the common forms, that I was much obliged to the 
lady who wiſhed ſhe could give me the beſt living, &c. if 
I did not vehemently ſuſpe& it was the very ſame lady - 
who ſpoke many things to me in the ſameRyle; and 
alſo with regard to the gentleman at your elbow when 
you writ, whoſe dupe he was, as well as of her wait- 
_ Ing-woman : but they were both arrant knaves, as I 
told kim and a third friend, though they will not be- 
leve it to this day. I defire to preſent my moſt humble 


reſpects 
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reſpects to my Lord Duke; and, with my heartieſt prayer 
for the proſperity of the whole family, remain your 
Grace's, Sec. a 


LETTER IXI. 
To Mr Pop E. 


ot Dublin, June 12. 1732. 
Doubt, habit hath little power to reconcile us with 
1 fickneſs attended by pain. With me, the lowneſs 
of ſpirits hath a moſt unhappy effect; I am grown leſs 
patient with ſolitude, and harder to be pleaſed with com- 
pany ; which I could formerly better digeſt, when I 
could be eafter without it than at preſent. As to ſend- 
ing you any thing that I have written ſince I left you, 
(either verſe or proſe), I can only ſay, that I have order- 
ed by my will, that all my papers of any kind ſhall be 
delivered you to diſpoſe of as you pleaſe. I have ſeveral 
things that I have had ſchemes to finiſh, or to attempt ; 
but I very fooliſhly put off the trouble, as ſinners do 
their repentance: for I grow every day more averſe 
from writing, which is very natural; and when I take 
a pen, ſay to myſelf a thouſand times, Nor ef tanti. As 
to thoſe papers of four or five years paſt, that you are 
pleaſed to require ſoon ; they conſiſt of little accidental 
things writ in the country; family-amuſements never 
intended further than to divert ourſelves and fome 
neighbours; or ſome effects of anger on public grie- 
vances here, which would be inſignificant out of this 
kingdom. Two or three of us had a fancy, three years 
ago, to write a weekly paper, and called it an Intelli- 
gencer: but it continued not long; for the whole vo- 
Jame (it was reprinted in London, and I find you, have 
ſeen it) was the work only of two, myſelf and Dr She- 
ridan. If we could have got ſome ingenious young man 
to have been the manager, who ſhould have publiſhed 
all that might be ſent to him, it might have continued 
longer, for there were hints enough. But the printer 
here could not afford ſuch a young man one farthing 
* John Harding, | _ 
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for his trouble, the ſale being ſo ſmall, and the 'price 
one halfpenny; and fo it dropt. In the volume you ſaw, 
{to anſwer your queſtions), the 1ſt, 3d, 5th, 7th, were 
mine. Of the 8th I writ only the verſes, (very uncor- 
rect, but againſt a fellow we all hated) ; the gth mine; 
the 10th only the verſes, and of thoſe not the four laſt 
flovenly lines. The 15th is a pamphlet of mine, printed 
before with Dr ShH———'s preface, merely for lazineſs 
not to diſappoint the town ; and ſo was the 19th, which 
contains a a parcel of facts relating purely to the 
miſeries of Ireland, and wholly uſeleſs and unenter- 
taining *. As to other things of mine ſince I left you; 
there are, in proſe, a view of the ſtate of Ireland; a 
project for eating children ; and a defence of Lord Car- 
teret : inverſe, a libel on Dr D-— and Lord Carte- 
ret; a letter to Dr D on the libels writ againſt 
him; the barrack, (a ſtolen copy); the lady's jour- 
nal; the lady's dreſſing-room, (a ſtolen copy); the 
lace of the damned F, (a ſtolen copy). All theſe have 
5 printed in London. (I forgot to tell you, that 
the tale of Sir Ralph was ſent from England). Beſides 
theſe, there are ive or fix (perhaps more) papers of 
verſes writ in the north; but perfect family-things, two 
or three of which may be tolerable ; the reſt but indif. 
ferent, and the humour only local, and ſome that 
would give offence to the times. Such as they are, I. 
will bring them, tolerable or bad, if 1 recover this 
lameneſs, and live long enough to ſee you either here or 
there. I forget again to tell you, that the ſcheme of 
paying debts by a tax on vices, is not one ſyllable 
mine, but of a young clergyman whom I countenance. 
He told me it was built upon a paſſage in Gulliver, where 
a projector hath ſomething upon the ſame thought. 
This young man is the moſt hopeful we bave: a book 
of his poems was printed in London; Dr D——- is 
one of his patrons: he is married, and has children, 
and makes up about 1co I. a-year, on which he lives 
decently. The utmoſt ſtretch of his ambition is, to 
gather up as much N money as will give him a 
fight of you, and half an hour of your preſence ; after 


See vol 3. p. 344. note on the Intelligencer, numb. r. 
+ See vol. 7. p. 14- 
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which he will return home in full ſatisfaction, and in 
proper time die in peace. - 

My poetical fountain is drained ; and I profeſs I grow 
gradually fo dry, that a rhyme with me is almoſt as hard 
to find as a guinea ; and even proſe ſpeculations tire me 
almoſt as much. Yet I have a thing in proſe, begun 
above twenty-eight years ago, and almoſt finiſhed. It 
will make a four-ſhilling volume; and is fuch a perfec- 
tion of folly, that you ſhall never hear of it till it is print · 
ed, and then you ſhall be left to po *, Nay J have 
another + of the ſame age, which will require a long 
time to perfect, and is worſe than the former, in which 
I will ſerve you the ſame way. I heard lately from 
Mr , who promiſes to be leſs lazy in order to 
mend his fortune. But women who live by their beau- 
ty, and men by their wit, are ſeldom provident enough 
to conſider, that both wit and beauty will go off with 
years, and there is no living upon the credit of what 
is paſt, 

I am in great concern to hear of my Lady Boling- 
broke's ill health returned upon her; and, I doubt, my 
d will find Dawley too ſolitary without her. In that, 
neither he nor you are companions young enough for 
me; and I believe the beſt part of the — * why men 
are ſaid to grow children when they are old, is, becauſe 
they cannot entertain themſelves with thinking ; which 
is the very caſe of little boys and girls, who love to be 
noiſy among their play-fellows. I am told Mrs Pope is 
without pain; and I have not heard of a more gentle 
decay, without uneaſineſs to herſelf or friends: yet I 
cannot but pity you, who are ten times the preater 
ſufferer, by having the perſon you moſt love fo long be- 
fore you and dying daily; and I pray God it may not 
affect your mind or your health. 


* Polite converſation, vol. 7. p. 344. 
7 Directions to ſervants, vol. 7. P · 245» 
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LETTE R ILXII. 


Mr PO PE t*© Dr SWIFT . 


Dec. 5. 1732. 


F. is not a time to complain that you have not an- 


ſwered me two letters, (in the laſt of which I was 
impatient under ſome fears). It is not now indeed a 
time to think of myſelf, when one of the neareſt and 
longeſt ties I have ever had, is broken all on a ſudden, 
by the unexpected death of poor Mr Gay. An inflam- 
matory fever hurried him out of this life in three days. 
He died laſt night at nine o'clock, not deprived of his 
ſenſes entirely at laſt, and poſſeſſing them perfectly till 
within five hours. He aſked of you a few hours before, 
when in acute torment by the inflammation in his 
bowels and breaſt. His effects are in the Duke of 
Queenſberry's cuſtody. His fiſters, we ſuppoſe, will be 
his heirs, who are two widows ; as yet it is not known 
whether or no he left a will. — Good God! how often 
are we to die before we go quite off this ſtage ? In every 
friend we loſe a part of ourſelves, and the beſt part. God 
keep thoſe we have left ! few are worth praying for, 
and one's ſelf the leaſt of all. 

I ſhall never ſee you now, I believe; one of your 
principal calls to England is at an end. Indeed he was 
the moſt amiable by far, bis qualities were the gentleſt ; 
but I love you as well and as firmly. Would to God 
the man we have loſt had not been ſo amiable, nor fo 
good! but that's a wiſh for our own ſakes, not for his. 
Sure, if innocence and integrity can deſerve happineſs, 
it muſt be his. Adieu. I can add nothing to what you 
will feel, and diminiſh nothing from it, Yer write to 
me, and ſoon. Believe no man now living loves you 
better, I believe no man ever did, than | 


A. Pore: 


On my dear friend Mr Gay's death. Received December 15. 
but not read till the 2oth, by an impulſe, foreboding ſome mis for- 
# tune,” . [This note is indorſed on the original letter in Dr Swift's 
band]. Pope, | 15 Dr 
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Dr Arbuthnot, whoſe humanity you know, heartily 
commends himfelf to you. All poflible diligence and 
affection has been ſhown, and continued attendance, on 
this melancholy occaſion. Once more adieu, and write 
to one who is truly diſconſolate. 


P. S. By Dr AnBVrhNOr. 


Dear SIR, wage 

I am ſorry that the renewal of our correſpondence 
ſhould be upon ſuch a melancholy occaſion. Poor Mr 
Gay died of an inflammation, and, 1 believe, at laſt a 
mortification of the bowels. It was the molt precipi- 
tate caſe I ever knew, having cut him off in three days. 
He was attended by two phyſicians beſides myſelf, I 
believed the diſtemper mortal from the beginning. I 
have not had the pleaſure of a line from you theſe two 
years; I wrote one about your health, to which I had 
no anſwer, I wiſh you all health and happineſs ; being, 
with great affection and reſpect, Sir, 

Your, Sc. 


E TTT 


Dublin, 1732-3. 

1 Received your's with a few lines from the Doctor, 

and the account of our loſing Mr Gay; upon which 
event I ſhall ſay nothing. I am only concerned that 
long living hath not hardened me: for even in this 
kingdom, and in a few days paſt, two perſons of great 
merit, whom I loved very well, have died in the prime 
of their years, but a little above thirty. I would en- 
deavour to comfort myſelf upon the loſs of friends, as I 
do upon the loſs of money; by turning to my account- 
book, and ſeeing whether I have enough left for my 
ſupport : but in the former caſe I find I have not, any 
more than in the other; and I know not any man who 
is in a greater likelihood than myſelf to die poor and 
friendleſs. You are a much greater loſer than me by 
his death, as being a more intimate friend, and often 
his companion ; which latter I could never hope to be, 
N 2 except 
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except perhaps once more in my life for a piece of a 
ſummer. I hope he hath left you the care of any wri - 
tings he may have left; and I wiſh, that, with thoſe al- 
ready extant, they could be all publiſhed in a fair edi- 
tion under your inſpection. Your poem on the uſe of 
riches bath been juſt printed here; and we have no ob- 


jection but the obſcurity of ſeveral paſſages by our igno- - 


rance in facts and perſons, which makes vs loſe abundance 
of the ſatire, Had the printer giver me notice, I would 
bave honeſtly printed the names at length, where I hap- 
pened to know them; and writ explanatory notes; 
which however would have been but few, for my long 
abſence hath made me ignorant of what paſſes out of 
the ſcene where I am, I never had the leaſt hint from 
you about this work, any mare than of your former, 
upon taſte, We are told here, that you are preparing. 
other pieces of the ſame bulk to be inſcribed to other 
friends, one (for inſtance) to my Lord Bolingbroke, 
another to Lord Oxford, and ſo on. Dr Delany 
preſents you his moſt humble ſervice. He behaves bim- 
ſelf very commendably ; converſes only with his former 
friends, makes no parade, but entertains them conſtants 
ly at an elegant plentiful table; walks the ſtreets, as u- 
ſual, by day-light; does many acts of charity and ge- 
nerolity ; cultivates a country-houſe two miles diſtant ; 
and. is one of thoſe very few within my knowledge, on 
whom a great acceſs of fortune hath made no manner 
of change. And particularly he is often without mo- 
ney, as he was before, We have got my Lord Orrery 
among vs, being forced to continue here on the ill con- 
dition of his eſtate by the knavery of an agent. He is 
a moſt worthy gentleman, whom, I hope, you will be 
acquainted with, I am very much obliged by your fa- 
vour to Mr P—; which I defire may continue no, 
longer than he ſhall deſerve by his modeſty ; a virtue I 
never knew him to want, but is hard for young men to 
keep, without abundance of ballaſt. If you are ac- 
quainted with the Ducheſs of Queenſberry, I deſire you 
will preſent her my moſt humble ſervice. I think ſhe is 
2 greater loſer by the death of a friend than either of 
us. She ſeems a lady of excellent ſenſe and ſpirit. I 
had often poſtſcripts from her in our friend's letters to 

me ; 


— 


a a*% JAS. . XX AC” 
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me; and her part was ſometimes longer than his, and 
they made up great part of the little kappineſs I 
could have here. This was the more generous, becauſe 
Lnever ſaw her ſince ſhe was a girl of five years old, nor 
did I envy poor Mr Gay for any thing fo much as being 
a domeſtic friend to ſuch a lady. I defire you will ne- 
ver fail to ſend me a particular account of your health. 
I dare hardly inquire about Mrs Pope, who, I am told, 
is but juſt among the living, and conſequently a conti- 
nual grief to you: ſhe is ſenſible of your tenderneſs, 
which robs her of the only happineſs ſhe is capable of 
enjoying. And yet I pity you more than her; you can- 
not lengthen her days, and I beg ſhe may not ſhorten 
yours. 


EL: r. 


Feb. 16. 17323. 
1 is indeed impoſſible to ſpeak on ſuch a ſubject as the 
loſs of Mr Gay, to me an irreparable one. But I 
fend you what I intend for the inſcription on his tomb, 
which the Duke of Queenſberry will fet up at Weſtmin- 
ſter. As to his writings, he left no will, nor ſpoke a 
word of them, or any thing elſe, during his ſhort and 
precipitate illneſs, in which I attended him to his laſt 
breath. The Duke has ated more than the part of a 
brother to him; and it will be ſtrange if the ſiſters do 
not leave his papers totally to his diſpoſal, who will do 
the ſame that I would with them, He has managed 
the comedy (which our poor friend gave to the play- 
houſe the week before his death) to the utmoſt advan» 
tage for his relations; and propoſes to do the fame with 
ſome fables he left finiſhed. | 
There is nothing of late which I think of more than 
mortality, and what you mention, of collecting the beſt 
monuments we can of our friends, their own images in 
their writings * for thoſe are the beſt, when their minds 
are ſuch as Mr Gay's was, and as yours is. I am prepa- 
ring alſo for my own; and have nothing ſo much at 
heart, as to ſhew the filly world, that men of wit, or 
even poets, may be the moſt moral of mankind, A few 
N 3 looſe 
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looſe things ſometimes fall from them, by which cen- 
forious fools judge as ili of them as poſlibly they can, for 
their own comfort. And indeed, when ſuch unguarded 
and trifling jeux d'eſprit have once got abroad, all that 
prudence or repentance can do, ſince they cannot be de- 
nied, is, to put them fairly upon that foot; and teach 
the public, (as we have done in the preface to the four 

volumes of miſcellanies), to diſtinguiſh betwixt our ſtu- 
dies and our idleneſſes, our works and our weakneſſes. 
That was the whole end of the laſt volume of miſcella- 
nies, without which our former declaration in that pre- 
face, That theſe volumes contained all that we have 
« ever offended in that way, would have been diſcre- 
dited. It went indeed to my heart, to omit what you 
called the libel on Dr D, and the beſt panegyric 
on myſelf, that either my own times, or any other, 
could have afforded, or will ever afford to me. The 
book, as you obſerve, was printed in great haſte ; the 

caufe whereof was, that the bookſellers bere were doing 
the ſame, in collecting your pieces, the corn with the 
chaff; I don't mean that any thing of yours is chaff, but 
with other wit of Ireland, which was fo, and the whole 
in your name. I meant principally to oblige them to 


_ ſeparate what you writ ſeriouſly from what you writ 


careleſsly; and thought my own weeds might paſs for a 
fort of wild flowers, when bundled up with them. * 

It was I that ſent you thoſe books into Ireland, and 
ſol did my epiſtle to Lord Bathurſt, even before it was 
publiſhed; and another thing of mine, which is a paro- 
dy from Horace *, writ in two mornings. I never took 
more care in my life of any thing than of the former of 
theſe, nor leſs than of the latter: yet every friend has 
forced me to print it, though in truth my own ſingle 
motive was about twenty lines toward the latter end, 
which you will find out. | 
I have deelined opening to you by letters the whole 
ſcheme of my preſent work, expecting ſtill to do it in a 
better manner in perſon, But you will fee pretty ſoon, 
that the letter to Lord Bathurſt is a part of it; and you 


will find a plain connection between them, if you read 


® Sat. 2. lib. ii, vol. 4 of Warburton's edition of Pope's works. 
7” | them 
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them in the order juſt contrary to that they were pu- 
bliſhed in. I imitate thoſe cunning tradeſmen, who 
ſhow their beſt ſilks laſt ; or (to give you a truer idea, 
though it ſounds too proudly) my works will in one re- 
ſpe& be like the works of Nature, much more to be liked 
and underſtood, when conſidered in the relation they 
bear with each other, than when ignorantly looked up- 
on one by one; and often thoſe parts which attract moſt 
at firſt ſight, will appear to be not the moſt, but the 
leaſt confiderable . 


I am pleaſed and flattered by your expreſſion of Orna 


me. The chief pleaſure this work can give me is, that 


I can in it, with propriety, decency, and juſtice, inſert. 
the name and character of every friend I have, and every 
man that deſerves to be loved or adorned. But I ſmile 
at your applying that phraſe to my viſiting you in Ire- 
land; a place where I might have ſome apprehenſion, 
from their extraordinary paſſion for poetry, and their 
boundleſs hofpitality, of being aderned to death, and 
buried under the weight of garlands, like one I have 
read of ſomewhere or other. My mother lives, (which 
is an anſwer to that point), and I thank God, though 
her memory be in a manner gone, is yet awake, and 
ſenſible to me, though ſcarce to any thing elſe ; which 
doubles the reaſon of my attendance, and at the ſame 
time ſweetens it. I wiſh (beyond any other wiſh) you 
could paſs a ſummer here; I might (too probably) re- 
turn with you, unleſs you preferred to ſee France fuſt, 
to which country, I think, you would have a ſtrong in- 
vitation. Lord Peterborow has narrowly eſcaped death, 
and yet keeps his chamber. He is perpetually ſpeaking 
in the moſt affectionate manner of you. He has written 
you two letters, which you never received, and by that 
has been difcouraged from writing more. I can well 
believe the — may do this, when ſome letters of 
his to me have met the fame fate, and two of mine to 
him, Yet let not this diſcourage you from writing to 
me, or to him, incloſed in the common way, as I do to 


* See Warburton's firſt note on the epiſtle to Lord Cobham, 


the 3 and characters of men, vol. 3. of his edition of Pope's 


you. 
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vou. Innocent men need fear no detection of their 
thoughts; and, for my part, I would give them free 
leave to ſend all I write to Curl, if moſt of what I write 
was not too lilly. 

I defire my ſincere ſervices to Dr Delany, who, I a- 
gree with you, is a man every way eſtimable. My 
Lord Orrery is a moſt virtuous and good-natured No- 
bleman, whom I ſhould be happy to know. Lord B. 
received your letter through my hands, It is not to be 
told you how much he wiſhes for you. The whole liſt 
of perſons to whom you ſent your ſervices, return you 
theirs, with proper ſenſe of the diſtinction. Jour la- 
dy- friend is ſemper eadem; and I have written an epiſtle 
to her on that qualification, in a female character; which 
is thought by my chief critic, in your abſence, to be my 
chef d ovewuvre, But it cannot be printed perfectly, in an 
age ſo fore of ſatire, and fo willing to miſapply cha- 
racers. | 

As to my own health, it is as good as uſual. I have 
lain ill ſeven days of a flight fever, (the complaint here) ; 
but recovered by gentle ſweats, and the care of Dr Ar- 
buthnot. 'The play Mr Gay left ſucceeds very well. 
It is another original in its kind. Adieu. God pre- 
ſerve your life, your health, your limbs, your ſpirits, 
and your friendſhips ! +4 . 


/ 


n 


| Ari 2. 1733 
OU fay truly, that death is only terrible to us, as 
it ſeparates us from thoſe we love; but I really 
think thoſe have the worſt of it who are left by us, if 
we are true friends. I have felt more, I fancy, in the 
loſs of Mr Gay, than I ſhall ſuffer in the thought of go - 
ing away myſelf into a ſtate that can feel none of this 
fort of loſſes. I wiſhed vehemently to have ſeen him in 
2 condition of living independent, and to have lived in 
perfect indolence the reſt of our days together, the two 
moſt idle, moſt innocent, undeſigning poets of our age. 
1 now as vehemently wiſh you and I might walk into 
the grave together, by as ſlow ſteps as you pleaſe, but 
22 contentedly 
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contentedly and chearfully, Whether that ever can be, 
or in what country, I know no more, than into what 
country we ſhall walk out of the grave. But it ſuffices 
me to know, it will be exactly what region or ſtate our 
Maker appoints, and that whatever is, is right. Our poor 
friend's papers are partly in my hands ; and for as much as 
is ſo, I will take care to ſuppreſs things unworthy of him. 
As to the epitaph, I am Garry you gave a copy ; for it 
will certainly by that means come into print ; and I 
would corre@ it more, unleſs you will do it for me, and 
that I ſhall like as well. Upon the whole, I earneſtly 
wiſh your coming over hither ; for this reaſon, among 
many others, that your influence may be joined with 
mine, to ſuppreſs whatever we may judge proper of his 
papers. To be plunged in my neighbour's and my pa- 
pers, will be your inevitable fate as ſoon as you come. 
That I am an author whoſe characters are thought of 
ſome weight, appears from the great noiſe and buſtle 
that the court and town make about any I give: and I 
will not render them leſs important, or leſs intereſting, 
by ſparing vice and folly, or by betraying the cauſe of 
truth and virtue. I will take care they ſhall be ſuch as 
no man can be angry at, but the perſons I would have 
angry. You are ſenſible with what decency and juſtice 
I paid homage to the royal family, at the ſame time 
that I atirized falſe courtiers, and ſpies, &c. about them. 
I have not the courage, however, to be ſuch a fatiriſt as 
you ; but I would be as much, or more, a philoſopher. 
You call your ſatires libels ; I would rather call my ſa- 
tires epiſtles. They will conſiſt more of morality than 
of wit, and grow graver, which you will call duller. 
I ſhall leave it to my antagoniſts to be witty, if they 
can, and content myſelf to be uſeful and in the right.. 
Tell me your opinion as to Lady —'s or Lord“ 's per- 
formance. *'They are certainly the top wits of the court: 
and you may judge by that ſingle, piece what can be 
done againſt me; for it was laboured, corrected, pre- 
commended, and poſt-diſapproved, fo far as to be diſ- 
awned by themſelves, after each had highly cried it up, 
for the others ®, I bave met with ſome complaints, and 
-* See Pope's epiſlle written on this occaſion, at the end of the ad 
volume of his letters, the 8thyglume in „ 
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heard at a diſtance of ſome threats, occaſioned by my 
verſes. I ſent fair meſſages to acquaint them where I 
was to be found in town, and to offer to call at their 
houſes to ſatisfy them; and fo it dropped. It is very 
pour in any one to rail and threaten at a diſtance, and 

ave nothing to ſay to you when they ſee you. I am 
glad you perſiſt and abide by ſo good a thing as that 
poem , in which I am immortal for my morality. I ne- 
ver took any praiſe ſo kindly ; and yet, I think, I de- 
ſerve that praiſe better than I do any other. When 
does your collection come out, and what will it conſiſt 
of ? I have but laſt week finiſhed another of my epiſtles, 
in the order of the ſyſtem ; and this week ( exercitandi 
gratia) I have tranſlated (or rather parodied) another 
of Horace's, in which I introduce you advi ng me a- 
bout my expences, houſekeeping, &c. But theſe things - 
ſhall lie by, till you come to carp at them, and alter 
rhymes, and grammar, and triplets, and cacophonies of 
all kinds. Our parliament will fit till midſummer ; 
which, I hope, may be a motive to bring you rather in 
ſummer than ſo late as autumn. You. uſed to love what 
I hate, a hurry of politics, &c. Courts I ſee not, cour- 
tiers I know not, kings 1 adore not, queens I compli- 
ment not; ſo IT am never like to be in faſhion, nor in 
dependence. I heartily join with you in pitying our 
poor Jady for her unhappineſs ; and ſhould only pity her 
more, if ſhe had more of what they at court call happi- 
neſs. Come then, and perhaps we may go all together 
into France, at the end of the ſeaſon, and compare the 
liberties of both kingdoms. Adieu. Believe me, dear 
Sir, (with a thouſand warm wiſhes, mixed with ſhort 
ſighe), ever yours. 


rn 1 
To Mr Por xk. 


Dublin, May 1. 1733. 
1 Anſwer your letter the ſooner, becauſe I have a par- 
tieular reaſon for doing ſo. Some weeks ago came 
over a poem called, The life and character of Dr S. aurit- 
® The ironical libel on Dr Delany, vol. 6. p. 323. i 
ten 
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ten by bimſelf. It was reprinted here, and is dedicated 
to you, It is grounded upon a maxim in Rochefou- 
cault ; and the dedication, after a formal ſtory, fays, 
that my manner of writing is to be found in every line. 
I believe I have told you, that I writ a year or two ago 
near five hundred lines upon the ſame maxim in Roche» 
foucault, and was a long time about it, as that impoſtor 
ſays in his dedication, with many circumſtances, all 
pure invention. I deſire you to believe, and to tell my 
friends, that in this ſpurious piece there is not a fingle 
line, or bit of a line, or thought, any way reſembling 
the genuine copy, any more than it does Virgil's Aneis ; 
for I never gave a copy of mine, nor lent it out of my 
fight. And although I ſhewed it to all common ac- 
quaintance indifferently, and ſome of them (eſpecially 
one or two females) had got many lines by heart here 
and there, and repeated them often ; yet it happens, 
that not one ſingle line, or thought, is contained in this 
impoſture, although it appears, that they who counter- 
feited me had heard of the true one. But even this trick 
ſhall not provoke me to print the true one; which in- 
deed is not proper to be ſeen, till I can be ſeen no more, 
I therefore deſire you will undeceive my friends; and I 
will order an advertiſement to be printed here, and 
tranſmit it to England, that every body may know the 
deluſion, and acquit me ; as, I am ſure, you muſt have 
done yourſelf, if you have read any part of it ; which is 
mean and trivial, and full of that cant that I moſt de- 
{piſe. I would fink to be a vicar in Norfolk, rather 
than be charged with ſuch a performance. Now I 
come to your letter. | 
When I was of your age, I thought every day of death, 
but now every minute; and a continual giddy diſorder, 
more or leſs, is a greater addition than that of my years. 
I cannot affirm, that I pity our friend Gay, but I pity 
his friends, I pity you, and would at leaſt equally pity 
myſelf, if I lived amongſt you; becauſe I ſhould have 
ſeen him oftener than you did, who are a kind of her- 
mit, how great a noiſe ſoever you make by your ill - na- 
ture, in not letting the honeſt villains of the times en- 
joy themſelves in this world, which is their only happi- 
aa Sce vol. 6. P- 5. 
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neſs, and terrifying them with another. I ſhould have 
added in my libel, that, of all men living, you are the 
moſt happy in your enemies. and your friends. And I 
will ſwear you have fifty times more charity for mankind 
than I ma ever pretend to. Whether the production 
mention came from the Lady or the Lord, I did not 
imagine that they were at leaſt fo bad verſifiers. There- 
fore facit indignatio verſus, is only to be applied when 
the indignation is againſt general villany, and never o- 
perates when ſome fort of people write to defend them- 
ſelves. I love to hear them reproach you for dulneſs ; 
only I would be ſatisfied, fince you are fo dull, why are 
they ſo angry? Give me a ſhilling, and I will inſure you, 
that poſterity ſhall never know you had one ſingle ene- 
my, excepting thoſe whoſe memory you have preſerved. 
I am ſorry for the ſituation of Mr Gay's papers. You 
do not exert yourſelf as much as I could wiſh in this af- 
fair. I had rather the two ſiſters were hanged, than 
ſee his works ſwelled by any loſs of credit to his memo- 
y. I would be glad to fee the moſt valuable printed 
by themſelves ; thoſe which ought not to be ſeen, burned 
immediately; and the others that have gone abroad, 
printed ſeparately like opu/u/a, or rather be ſtifled and 
forgotten. I thought your epitaph was immediately to 
be ingraved ; and therefore I made leſs ſcruple to give a 
copy to Lord Orrery, who. earneſtly deſired it, but to 
no body elſe: and he tells me, he gave only two, which 
he will recal. I have a ſhort epigram of his upon it; 


wherein I would correct a line or two at moſt, and then 


I will ſend it to you (with his permiſſion), I have no- 
thing againſt yours, but the laſt line, Striking their ach- 
ing; the two participles, as they are ſo near, ſeem to 
ſound too like. I ſhall write to the Ducheſs, who hath 
lately honoured me with a very friendly letter, and I 
will tell her my opinion freely about our friend's pa- 
pon I want health, and my affairs are enlarged: but 
will break through the latter, if the other mends. I 
can uſe a courſe of medicines, lame and giddy. My 
chief defign, next to ſeeing you, is to be a ſevere critic 
on you and your neighbour ; but firſt kill his father, 
that he may be able to maintain me in my own way of li- 
ving, and particularly my horſes. It coſt me near * 
— 4 
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For a wall to keep mine; and I never ride without two 
ſervants, for fear of accidents. Hic uivimus ambitio/a pau- 


pertate. You are both too poor for my acquaintance, 


but he much the poorer. With you I will find prals, 
and wine, and ſervants; but with him not. The 
collection you ſpeak of is this. A printer came to me, 
to deſire he might print my works (as he called them) 
in four volumes, by ſubſcription. -I ſaid I would give no 
leave, and ſhould be. ſorry to ſee them printed here. 
He faid they could not be printed in London. I an- 
ſwered, they could, if the partners agreed. He ſaid, 
he would be glad of my permiſſion; but as he could 
« print them without it, and was adviſed that it could 
% do me no harm, and having been ailured of numerous 


„ ſubſcriptions, he haped I would not be angry at his 


* 2 his own intereſt, c.“ Much of this diſ- 


-courſe paſſed; and he goes on with the matter, wherein 


-I determine not to intermeddle, though it be much to 


my diſcontent ; and I wiſh it could be done in England 


rather than here, although I am grown pretty indiffer- 
ent in every thing of that kind. This is the truth of 
the ſtory, 

My vanity turns at preſent on being perſonated In 
your Que wirtus, &c. You will obſerve in this letter 
many marks of an ill head and a low ſpirit ; but a heart 
wholly turned to love you with the greateſt earneſtneſs 
and truth. : — 


L ET T £ R Num. 


May 28. 1733. 


| 1 Have begun two or three letters to you hy ſnatches, 


and been prevented from finiſhing them by a thou- 
ſand avocations and diſſipations. I muſt firſt acknow+ 
ledge the honour done me by Lord Orrery, whoſes praifes 


are that precious ointment Solomon ſpeaks of, whith 


ean be given only by men of virtue. All other praiſe, 


whether from poets or peers, is contemptible alike : and 


I am old enougb, and experienced enough, to know, 
that the only praiſes worth having, are thoſe beſtowed 
by virtue for virtue. My poetry I. abandon to the cri- 

Vox. VIII. 0 8 tics, 
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'tics, my morals I commit to the teſtimony of thoſe who 
Know me; and therefore I was more pleaſed with your 
libel, than with any verſes I ever received. I wiſh ſuch 
'a collection of your writings could be printed here, as 
you mention going on in Ireland. I was ſurpriſed to re- 
ceive from the printer that fpurious piece, called T- 
life and character of Dr Swift, with a letter, telling me, 
the perſon © who publiſhed it, had aſſured him, the de- 
% gication to me was what I would not take ill, or 
'« elſe he would not have printed it.“ I can't tell who 
"the man is, who took fo far upon him as to anſwer for 
my way of thinking; though, had the thing been ge- 
nuine, I ſhould have been greatly diſpleaſed at the pu- 
bliſher's part, in doing it without your knowledge. 
I am as earneſt as you can be, in doing my belt to 
prevent the publiſhing of any thing unworthy of Mr 
Gay; but I fear his friends partiahty. I wiſh you would 
come over. All the myſteries of my philoſophical work 
ſhall theu be cleared to you, and you will not think 
that I am not merry enough, nor angry enough. It 
will not want for ſatire; but as for anger, I know it 
not ; or at leaſt only that fort of which the Apoſtle 
' Tpeaks, Be ye angry, and fin not. 1 
My neighbour's “ writings have been metaphyſical, 
and will next be hiſtorical. It is certainly from him 
only that'a valuable hiſtory of Europe in theſe latter 
times can be expected. Come, and quicken him; fur 
age, indolence, and contempt of the world, grow upon 
men apace, and may often make the wiſeſt indifferent 
whether poſterity be any wiſer tban we. To a man in 
years, health and quiet become ſuch rarities, and conſe- 
quently fo valuable, that he is apt to think of nothing 
* more than of enjoying them whenever he can, for the 
remainder of life; and this, I doubt not, has canſed fo 
many great men to die without leaving a ſcrap to po- 
ſterity. | 271 12 
I am ſincerely troubled for the bad account you give 
me of your own health, I wiſh every day to hear a bet- 
ter, as much as I do to enjoy my own, I faithfully aſ- 
ſure you. x well 3 1 


Lord Belingbroke. 


a- - 
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Den Dr s wIr r. 


18 4 | Dublin, Faly 8. 1735. 
Muſt eondole with you for the loſs of Mrs Pope, of 
whoſe death the papers have been full “. But L 
would rather rejoice with you, becauſe, if any circum- 
ſtances can make the death of a dear parent and friend 
a ſubje for joy, you have them all. She died in an 
extreme old age, without pain, under the care of the 
moſt dutiful ſon that I have ever known or heard of, 
which is a felicity not happening to one in a million. 
The worſt eſſect of her death falls upon me; and ſo 
much the worſe, becauſe I expected aliguis damno uſus in 
ili, that it would be followed by making me and this 
kingdom happy with your preſence, But I am told, to 
my great misfortune, that a very convenient offer hap- 
pening, you waved the invitation preſſed on you, alledg- 
ing the fear you had of being killed here with eating 
and drinking. By which I find, that you have given ſome 
credit to a notian, of our great plenty and hoſpitality, 
It is true, our meat and wine is cheaper here, as it is al- 
ways in the pooreſt countries, becauſe there is no money 
to pay for them. I believe there are not in this whole 
city three gentlemen out of employment, who are able 
to give entertainments once a- month. Thoſe who ate 
in employments of church or ſtate, are three parts in 
four from England, and amount to little more than a 
dozen : thoſe indeed may once or twice invite their 
friends, or any perſon of diſtinction that makes a voy- 
age hither. All my acquaintance tell me, they know 
not above three families where they can occaſionally 
dine in a whole year. Dr Delany is the only gentle- 
man I know, who keeps one certain day in the week 
to entertain ſeven or eight friends at dinner, and to 
pals the evening; where there is nothing of exceſs, 
either in eating or drinking. Our old friend Southern 
(who hath juſt left us) was invited to dinner once or 
twice by a judge, a biſhop, or a commiſſioner of the 
Mis Pope died June 7. 1733, aged 93. = 
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revenues; but moſt frequented a few particular friends, 
and chiefly the Doctor, who is eaſy in his fortune, and 
very hoſpitable. The conveniencies of taking the air, 
winter or ſummer, do far exceed thoſe in London. For 
the two large ſtrands. juſt at two ends of the town, are 

as firm and dry in winter as in- ſummer; There are 
at leaſt ſix or eight gentlemen of ſenſe, learning, good - 

humour, and taſte, able and deſirous to pleaſe you; and 

orderly. females, ſome of the better ſort, to take care of: 
you. Theſe were the motives that I have frequently made 
uſe of toentice you hither. And there would be no failure 
among the beſt, people here, of any honours that could. 
be done you. As, to- myſelf, I. declare, my health. is ſo- 
uncertain that Ldare not venture amongſt you at preſent. 
I hate the thoughts of London; where Lam not rich, 
enough to live otherwiſe than by ſhifting, which is now- 
too late. Neither can I have conveniencies in the coun- 
try for three horſes and two ſervants, and many. others, 
which L have here at hand. I am one of the governors. 
of all the hackney coaches, carts, and carriages round 
this town ;. who dare not infult me, like your raſcally 
waggoners or coachmen, but give me the way: nor is 
there one lord or ſquire for a hundred of yours, to turn 
me out of the road, or run aver. me with their coaches. 
and fix. Thus I. make ſome advantage of the public. 
poverty; and-pive you the reaſons for what I once writ, 
why I chuſe to be a, freeman among ſlaves, rather than 
a ſlave among freemen.. Then 1 walk the ſtreets in 
peace without being juſtled, nor ever without a thouſand. 
bleſſings from my friends the vulgar. I am Lord Mayor. 
of 120 houſes, Lam abſolute lord of, the greateſt. ca- 
thedral in the kingdom, am at peace with the neigh- 
bouring princes, the Lord Mayor cf the city, and the 
Axchbiſhop of. Dublin; only the latter, like the King 
of France, ſometimes attempts incroachments on my 
dominions, as old Lewis did upon Lorrain. In the 
midſt of this raillery, 1 cap tell you, with ſeriouſneſs, 
that theſe advantages contribute to my. eaſe, and there- 

fore I value them. And in one part of your letter re- 
lating to my Lord B— and yourſelf, you agree with, 
me entirely, about. the indifference, the love of quiet, 
the care of beal:b, Ex. that grow upon men in * 
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And if you diſcover thoſe inclinations in my Lord and- 
yourſelf, what can you expect from me, whoſe health 
is ſo precarious ? and yet, at your or his time of life, I. 
could have leaped-over the moon. | | 


k. Ir 8 LK 


1 i Sub Sept. 1. 1733: 
Have every day wiſhed to write to you, to fay a 
thouſand things; and yet, I- think, I ſnould not 
have writ to you now, if I was not ſick of writing any 
thing, ſick. of myſelf, and (what is worſe) ſick of my 
friends too. The world is become too buly for me; 
every body is ſo concerned for the public, that all pri- 
vate enjoyments are loft or diſfreliſhed, I write more 
to ſhow you I am tired of this life, than to tell you any 
thing relating to it. Livre as I did, I think as I did, 
I love you as I did : but all theſe are to no purpoſe ; the 
world will not live, think, or love, as I do. I am 
troubled for, and vexed. at all my, friends by turns. 
Here are ſome whom you love, and who love you; yet 
they receive no proofs of that. affection from you, and 
they give none of it to you. | Phere is a great gulf 
between. In earneſt; I would go a thouſand miles by 
land to ſee you, but the ſea I dread. My ailments are 
ſuch, that Lreally believe a ſea · ſickneſs (conſidering the 
oppreſſion of colical pains, and the great weaknels of 
my breaſt) would kill me: and if I did not die of that, 
I. rpuſt of the exceſſive eating and drinking. of your 
hoſpitable toun, and the exceſſive flattery of your moſt 
poetical country. I bate to be crammed either way. 
Let your hungry poets and your rbyming poets digeſt 
it, cannot. I like much better to be abuſed and half. 


ſtarved, t han to be fo over · praiſed aud over · fed. Drown. 


Ireland! for having caught you, ard for having kept 
you. TI only reſerve a little charity for her, for know- 
ing your value, and eſteeming you. You are the only 
patriot I know, who is not hated for ſerving his coun» 
try. The man who drew your character, and printed it 
here, was not much in the wrong in many things he ſaĩd 
of you: yet he was a very impertinent fellow for ſaying 
. | O 3 them 
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them in words quite different from thoſe you had your» 
ſelf employed: before on the ſame fubject: for ſurely to 
alter your words is to prejudice them; and I have been 
told, that a man himſelf can hardly fay the ſame thing 
twice over with. equal happineſs; nature is fo much a 
better thing than artifice. ; 

I have written nothing this year. It is no affectation 
to tell you, my mother's loſs has turned my frame of 
thinking. The habit of a whole life is a ſtronger thing 
than all the reaſon in the world. I know F ought to 
be caly, and to be free; but I am dejected, J am con- 
ned: my whole amuſement is in reviewing my paſt life, 
not in laying plans for my future. I wiſtr you cared as 
little for popular applauſe as I; as little for any nation, 
in contradiſtinction to others, as I: and them] fancy, you 
that are not afraid of the fea, you that are a ſtronger 
man at ſixty than ever F was at twenty, would come 
and ſee ſeveral people, who are (at laſt} like the primi · 
tive Chriſtians, of one ſoul and of one mind. The day 
is come, which F have often- wiſhed, but never thought 
to ſee, when every mortal that] efleemi, is of the ſame en- 
ii ment in politics and in religion. 5 | 257 

Adieu. All you love are yours; but all are buſy, ex- 


cept (dear Sir) your ſincere friend. 47 
4% ee ONT: 


Wl” Jun. 6. 1734. 

Never think of you, and can never write to you, 
now, without drawing many of thoſe ſhort lighs 

of which we have formerly talked; The reflection both. 
of the friends we have been deprived of by death, and- 
of thoſe from whom we are ſeparated almoſt as eternal- 
ly by abſence," checks me to that degree, that it takes 
away in a manner, the pleaſure (which yet I feel very 
ſenſibly too) of thinking I am now converſing with you. 
You have been ſilent to me as to your works; whether 
thoſe printed here are, or are rot genuine. But one, 
F am ſure, is yours; and your method of concealing 
yourſelf, puts me in mind of the Indian bird I have read 
ot, who hides his head in a hole, while all W 
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and tail ſtiek out. You'll have immediately by feveral' 
franks (even before it is here publiſned) my epiſtle to 
Lord Cobham, part of my opus magnum, and the laſt 
Eſſay on Man; both which, I conclude, will be grate- 
ful to your bookſeller, on whom you pleaſe: to beſtow 
them ſo early, There is a woman's war declared a» 
gainſt me by a certain Lord; his weapons are the ſame 
which women and children ufe, a pin to ſcratch, and a 
ſquirt to beſpatter. I writ a fort of anſwer; but was 
aſhamed to enter the lifts with him, and after ſhewi 

it to ſome people, ſuppreſſed it: otherwiſe it was ſuch 
as was worthy of him, and worthy of me. I was three 
weeks this autumn with Lord Peterborow ; who rejoi- 
ces in-your doings, and always ſpeaks with the greateſt- 
affection of you. I need not tell you who elſe do the 
nme; you may be ſure almoſt all thoſe whom I erer ſee, 
or deſire to fee. I wonder not that B-— paid you no 
fort of civility while he was in Ireland: he is too much- 
a half-wit to love a true wit; and too much half-honeſt, 
to eſteem any entire merit. L hope and think he hates. 
me too, and I will do my beſt to make him: be is fo- 


_ Inſupportably inſelent in bis civility to me when he 


meets me at one third place, that I muſt affront him to- 
be rid of it. The ſtrict neutrality as to public parties, 
which I have conſtantly obferved in all my writings, E 
think gives me the more title to attack fuch men, as 
Bander and belye my character in private, te thoſe who 
know me not. Yet even this is a liberty F will never 
take, unleſs at the ſame time they are peſts of private 
ſociety, or miſchievous members of the public; that is 
to ſay, unleſs they are enemies to all men, as well as to 
me. Pray write to me when you can. If ever I can 
come to you, I will: if not, may Providence be our- 
friend and our guard through this ſimple world, where 
nothing is valuable but ſenſe and friendſhip. - Adieu, 
dear Sir; may health attend your years, and then may. 
many years be added to you. ES oh. 


P. S. Fam juſt now told, a very curious lady intends 
te write to you to pump you about ſome poems faid to 
be yours. Pray tell her, that you have not anſwered 
me on the ſame queſtions, and that I ſhall take 1 2 
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thing: never to- be forgiven from you, if you tell ano- 
ther what you have concealed from me. | 


L ET T E R LXXII. 

60 ae Set. 15. 1734. 
1 Have ever thought you as ſenſible as —— —— L 
1 knew, of all the delicacies of friendihip ;. and yet 
E fear (from what Lord B. tells me you ſaid in your laſt: 
letter) that you did not quite underſtand the reaſon of 
my late ſilence. I aſſure you it proceeded whally from 
the tender kindneſs I bear you. When the heart is full, 
it is angry at all words that cannot come up to it; and 
you are now the man in all the world I am moſt trau- 
bled to write to, for you are the friend L have left 
whom I am moſt grieved about. Death has not done. 
worſe to me in ſeparating poor Gay, or any other, than 
diſcaſe-and abſenee in dividing us. lam. afraid to know 
how you do; ſince moſt accounts I haye, give me pain 
for you, and I am unwilling to tell you the condition. 
ef my own health. If it were good, I would ſee you; 
and yet if 1 found you in that very condition of deaf- 
neſs, which made you fly from us while we were toge- 
ther, what comfort could we derive. from it? In wri-- 
ting often.I ſhould find great relief, could we write free- 
ly; and yet, when I. have done ſo, you ſeem, by not: 
anſwering in a very long time, to feel either the ſame 
uneaſineſs as I. do, or to abſtain, from ſome prudential. 
reaſon, Yet I am ſure, nothing that you and I would 
ſay to each other, (though our whole fouls were to be. 
laid open to the clerks of the poſt-office), could hurt 
either of us ſo much, in the opinion of any honeſt man 
or good ſubject, as the intervening, officious imperti- 
nence of thoſe goers between us, who in England pre- 
tend to intimacies with you, and in Ireland to intimacies- 
with me. I cannot but receive any that call upon me 
in your name; and in truth they take it in vain too of- 
ten, I take all opportunities of juſtifying you againſt 
theſe friends, eſpecially thoſe who know all you 
think and write, and repeat your ſliphter verſes. It is 
generally on ſuch little {craps that witlipgs feed; and 
N . tis 
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tis hard the world ſhould judge of our houſekeeping,, 
from what we fling to our dogs; yet this is often the 
conſequence, But they treat you ſtill worſe, mix their 
own with yours, print them to get money, and lay 
them at your door. This I am fatisfied was the caſe in 
the epiſtle to a lady. It was juſt the fame hand (if I 
have any Judgment in ſtyle) which printed your life and 
charaQter before, which you fo ftrongly difavowed in 
your letters to Lord Carteret, myſelf, and others. EF 
was very well informed of another fact, which convin- 
ced me yet more: The fame perſon who gave this to be 
printed, offered to a beokſeller a piece in proſe as your's, 
and as commiſſioned by you, which has ſince appeared, 
and been owned to be his own. I think (I fay once 
more) that I kyow your hand, though you did not 
mine in the Eflay on Man. I beg your pardon fer not 
telling you, as 1 ſhould, had you been in England: but 
no ſecret can croſs your Iriſh ſea, and every elerk in the 
poſt-office had known it. I fancy, though you loſt 
ſight of me in the firſt of thoſe eſſays, you ſaw me in 
the ſecond, The deſigu of concealing myſelf was good, 
and had its full effect. I was thought a divine, a phi- 
loſopher, and what not; and my doctrine had a ſauc- 
tion I could not have given to it. Whether I can pro- 
ceed in the ſame grave march like Lucretius, or muſt 
deſcend to the gaieties of Horace, I know not, or whe- 
ther I can do either: but be the future as it will, I ſhalt 
colle all the paſt in ene fair quarto this winter, and 
lend it you, where you will find frequent mention of 
yourſelf. I was glad you fuffered your writings to be 
collected more completely than hitherto, in the volumes 
J daily expect from Ireland; I wifhed it had been in 
more pomp, but that will be done by others: your's 
are beauties, that can never be too finely dreſſed, for 
they will ever be young. I have only one piece of mer- 
cy to beg of yon: do not laugh at my gravity, but per- 
mit me to wear the beard of a pbiloſopher, tiH I pull it 
off, and make a jeſt of it myſelf. It is juſt what my 
Lord B. is doing with metaphy fics. I hope you will 
ve to ſee, and ſtare at the learned figure he will make 
on the ſame ſhelf with Locke and Malbranche. Þ © 
Yeu ſee how 1 talk to you, (for this is not writing). 
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If you like I ſhould do fo, why not tell me fo : if it be 
the leaſt pleaſure to you, I will. write onee a · week molt, 
gladly :, but can you abſtract the letters from the per- 
fon who writes them, ſo far, as not to feel more vexa- 
tion in the thought of our ſeparation, and thoſe misfor- 
tunes which occaſion it, than ſatisfaction in the nothings 
he can expreſs? If you can, really and from iny heart, 
I cannot. I return again to melancholy. Pray, how- 
ever, tell me, is it a ſatisfaction? that will make it 
one to me; and we will think. alike, as friends ought, 
«_ you ſhall hear from me punctually juſt when you 


P. S. Our friend, who has juſt returned from a pro- 
preſs of three months, and is ſetting out in three days 
with me for the Bath, where he will ſlay till towards 
the middle of October, left this letter with me yeſter- 
day, and I cannot feal and difpatch it till I have ſcrib- 
bled the remainder of this page full. He talks very 

mpouſly. of my metaphyſics, and places them in a very. 
— 9 ſtation. It is true, I have writ fix. letters 
and an half to him on ſubjects of that kind, and I pro · 
poſe a letter and an half more, which would ſwell the 
whole up to a conſiderable volume. But he thinks me 
fonder of the name of an author than Iam. When he 
and you, and one or two other friends, have feen them, 
atis magnum theatrum mibi eftis, I ſhall not have the itch. 
of making them more public. I know how little re · 
gard you pay to writings of this kind. But I imagine, 
that if you can like any ſuch, it muſt be thoſe that 
ſtrip metaphyſics of all their bombaſt, keep within the 
fight of every well conſtituted eye, and never bewilder 
themſelves. whilſt. they pretend to guide the reaſon of o- 
thers. I writ to you a long letter ſome time ago, and 
ſent it by the poſt. Did it come to your bands? or did 
the inſpectors of private correſpondence ſtop it, to re- 
venge themſelves of the ill Gill of them in it ? Vale, et 
ave na. FI — ä 
„A Lord B. Cet. 49.) tells us, they ſhew that all our met 
cal theclog y is 8658. 2 — ag * wt 
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L ET TE R LXXIn. 
From Dr SwirrT. | 


Nov. 1. 1734. 

Have your's with my Lord B—'s poſtſcript, of Sep- 
tember 15. It was long on its way; and for ſome 
weeks after the date, I was very ill with my two inve- 
terate diſorders, giddineſs and deafneſs. The latter is 
pretty well off; but the other makes me tot ter towards 
evenings, and much diſpirits me. But I continue to 
ride and walk ; both of which, although they be no 
cures, are at leaſt amuſements. I did never imagine you 
to be either inconſtant, or to want right notions of 
friendſhip : but I apprehend your want of health; and 
it hath been a frequent wonder to me, how you have 
been able to entertain the world ſo long, fo frequently, 
ſo happily, under ſo many bodily diſorders. My Lord 
B. ſays you have been taree months rambling, which is 
the beſt thing you can poſſibly do in a ſummer-ſeaſon ; 
and when the winter recals you, we will, for our own 
intereſts, leave you to your ſpeculations. God be thank- 
ed, I have done with every thing, and of every kind, 
that requires writing, except now and then a letter; or, 
like a true old man, ſcribbling trifles only fit for chil- 
dren, or ſchoolboys of the loweſt claſs at beſt, which 
three or four of us read and laugh at to-day, and burn 
to morrow. Yet, what is ſingular, I never am with- 
out ſome preat work in view, enough to take-up forty 

| years of the moſt vigorous healthy man; although I am 
convinced, that I ſhall never be able to finiſh three trea- 
' tiſes that have lain by me ſeveral years, and want no- 
thing but correction. My-Lord B. faid in his poſtſeript, 
that you would go to Bath in three days. We ſince 
heard that you were dangerouſly ill there, and that the 
news- mougers gave you over. But a gentleman of this 
kingdom, on his return from Bath, aſſured me he left 
— well; and ſo did ſome others, whom I have forgot. 
I am ſorry at my heart, that you are peſtered with 
people who come in my name; and I profeſs to you; it 
6 ** 72> 
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is without my knowledge. I am confident I ſhall hard- 
iy ever have occaſion again to recommend; for my 
friends here are very few, and fixed to the freehold, 
from whence nothing but death will remove them. 
Surely I never doubted about your Eſſay on Man; and 
1 would lay any odds, that I would never fail to diſcover 

in fix lines, unleſs you had a mind to write below, 
or beſide yourſelf, on purpoſe. Iconfeſs I did never ima- 
gine you were ſo deep in morals, or that ſo many new 
and excellent rules could be produced.ſo advantageouſly 
and agreeably in that ſcience, from any one head. I 
confeſs in ſome few places I was forced to read twice. 
I believe I told you before what the Duke of D— faid 
to me on that occaſion, how a judge here, who knows 
you, told him, that, on the firſt reading thoſe eſſays, he 
was much pleaſed, but found ſame lines a little dark: 
-on the ſecond moſt of them cleared up, and his .plea- 
ſure increaſed : on the third he had no doubt remained; 
and then he admired the whole. My Lord B——'s at- 
tempt of reducing metaphyſics to intelligible ſenſe and 
uſefulneſs, will be a*glorious undertaking ; and as I ne- 
ver knew him fail in any thing he attempted, if he had 
the ſole management, fo I am confident he will ſucceed 
an this. I — you will allow that I write to you 
both at preſent; and ſo I ſhall while 1 live. It ſaves 
. your money and my time; and he being your genius, 
no matter to which it is addreſſed. I am happy that 
what you write is printed in large letters; otherwiſe, 
between the weakneſs of my eyes, and the thickneſs of 
my hearing, I ſhould loſe the greateſt pleaſure that is 
left me. Pray command my Lord B to follow 
that example, if I live to read his metaphyſics. Pray 
Sad bleſs you both. I had a melancholy account from 
the Doctor of his health. I will anſwer his letter as 
. Joon as I can. I am ever entirely yours. | 


rn 


JE | Twickenham, Dec. 19. 1734. 

AM truly ſorry for any complaint you have; and it 

A is in regard to the weaknels of your eyes, that I 
V 
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write (2s well as print) in folio. You'll think, (I know 
ou will, for you have all the candor of a good under» 
Randing), that the thing which men of our age feel the 
moſt, is the friendſhip of our equals; and that therefore 
whatever affects thoſe who are ſtept a few years before 
us, cannot but ſenſibly affect us who are to follow. It 
troubles me to hear you complain of your memory; and, 
if I am in any part of my conſtitution younger than you, 
it will be in my remembering every thing that has plea- 
ſed me in you, longer than perhaps you will. The two 
ſummers we paſſed together dwell always on my mind, 
like a viſion which gave me a glimpſe of a better life and 
better company, than this world otherwiſe afforded. I 
am now an individual, upon whom no other depends; 
and may go where I will, if the wretched carcaſe I am 
annexed to did not hinder me. I rambled, by very eaſy 
journeys, this year, to Lord Bathurſt and Lord Peter» 
borow, who, upon every occaſion, commemorate, love, 
and wiſh for you. I now paſs my days between Daw» 
ley, London, and this place; not ſtudious, nor idle, 
rather poliſhing old works than hewing out new. I re- 
deem now and then a paper that hath been abandoned 
ſeveral years; and of this ſort you'll ſoon ſee one, which 
T inſcribe to our old friend Arbuthnot. We oe 35 
Thus far I had written; and thinking to finiſh my 
letter the ſame evening, was prevented by company; 
and the next morning found myſelf in a fever, highly 
diſordered, and ſo continued in bed for five days ; and 
in my chamber till now; but ſo well recovered as to 
hope to go abroad to-morrow, even by the advice of 
Dr Arbuthnet. He himſelf, poor man, is much broke, 
though not worſe than for theſe two laſt months he has 
been. He took extremely kind your letter. I wiſh to 
God we could once meet again, before that ſeparation, 
which yet, I would be glad to believe, ſhall reunite us, 
But he who made us, not for ours, but his puypoſes, 
knows only whether it be for the better or the worſe, 
that the affections of this life ſhould, or ſhould not con- 
tinue into the other: and doubt leſs it is as it ſhould be. 
; Yet I am ſure, that while I am here, and the thing that 
1it I am, I ſhall be imperfect without the communication 
t1 of ſuch friends as you. You are to me like a limb loſt, 
Vor. VIII. P and 
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and buried in another country. Though we ſeem quite 
divided, every accident makes me feel you were once a 
part of me. I always conſider you fo much as a friend, 
that I forget you are an author, perhaps too much ; but 
it is as much as I would defire you would do to me. 
However, if I could inſpirit you to beſtow correction 
upon thoſe three treatiſes, which you ſay are fo near 
completed, I ſhould think it a better work than any I 
can pretend to of my own. I am almoſt at the end of 
my morals, as I have been long ago of my wit. My 
ſyſtem is a ſhort one, and my circle narrow. Imagina- 
tion has no limits; and that is a ſphere in which you 
may move on to eternity : but where one is confined to 
truth, (or, to ſpeak more like a human creature, to the 
appearances of truth), we ſoon find the ſhortneſs of our 
tether. Indeed, by the help of a metaphyſical chain of 
ideas, one may extend the circulation, go round and 
round for ever, without making any progreſs beyond 
the point to which Providence has pinned us. But this 
does not ſatisfy me; who would rather ſay a little to 
no purpoſe, than a great deal. Lord B. is voluminous, 
but he is voluminous only to deſtroy volumes. I ſhall 
pot live, 1 fear, to ſee that work printed. He is ſo ta- 
ken up ſtill (in 25 of the monitory hint given in the 
firſt line of my eſſay) with particular men, that he neg- 
lets mankind, and is ſtill a creature of this world, not 
of the univerſe; this world, which is a name we give to 
Europe, to England, to Ireland, to London, to Du- 
blin, to the court, to the caſtle, and fo diminiſhing, 
till it comes to our own affairs, and to our own perſons. 
When you write either to him or to me, (for we accept 
it all as one), rebuke him for it ; as a divine, if you like 
it; or as a badineur, if you think that more effectual. 

What I write will ſhew that my head is yet weak. I 
had written to you by that gentleman from the Bath, 
but I did not know him; and every body that comes 
from Ireland, pretends to be a friend of the Dean's, I 
am always glad to ſee any that are truly ſo; and there- 
fore do not miſtake any thing I ſaid, fo as to diſcourage 
your ſending any ſuch to me. Adieu. 


LET. 
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From Dr Sw IFT. 


| May 12. 1735. 

You letter was ſent me yeſterday by Mr Stopford, - 

who landed the ſame day, but I have not yet ſeen 
him. As to my ſilence, God knows it is my great miſ- 
fortune, My little domeſtic affairs are in great con- 
fuſion, by the villany of agents, and the miſeries of this 
kingdom, where there is no money to be had. Nor 
am I unconcerned, to ſee all things tending towards ab- 
ſolute power in both nations “, (t is here in perfection 
already), although I ſhall not live to ſee it eſtabliſhed, 
This condition of things, both public, and perſonal ts 
myſelf, hath given me ſuch a kind of deſpondency, that 
I am almoſt unqualified for any company, "3a! fab or 
amuſement. The death of Mr Gay and the Doctor 4 
hath been terrible wounds near my heart. Their hving 
would have been a great comfort to me, although I 
ſhould never have ſeen them ; like a ſum of money in a 
bank, from which I ſhould receive at leaſt annual inter- 
eſt, as I do from you, and have done from my Lord Bo- 
lingbroke. To ſhew in how much ignorance I live, it 
is hardly a fortnight fince J heard of the death of my 
Lady Maſham, my conſtant friend in all changes of 
times. God forbid that I ſhould expect you to make a 
voyage that would in the leaſt affect your health. But 
in the mean time how unhappy am I, tbat my belt friend 
ſhould have perhaps the only kind of diſorder for which 
a ſea-voyage is not in ſome degree a remedy ? The old 
Duke of Ormond faid, he would not change his dead 
ſon (Offory) for the beſt living ſon in Europe, Neither 
would I change you, my abſent friend, for the beſt pre - 
ſent friend round the globe. 5 


I have lately read a book imputed to Lord B. called 
_ * The Dean was frequently troubled, he tells us, with a giddineſs 
in his head. Varb. | 

1 Arbuthnot, He died Feb. 27. 1734-5, | 

; P 2 4 


1712 LETTERS TO AND Let. 76. 
A diſſirtaticn upon parties. I think it very maſterly 


written. | | | | | 
Pray God reward you for your kind prayers. I be- 
lieve your prayers will do me more good than thoſe of 
all the prelates in both kingdoms, or avy prelates in 
Europe, except the Biſhop of Marſeilles“ . And God 
preſerve you for contributing more to mend the world, 
than the whole pack of (modern) parſons in a Jump. 
| | = 4 am ever entirely Yours. 


* 


L ET TER LXXVL 


From Dr SWIFT. 


: 1 25 Sept. 3. 1735. 
His letter will be delivered to you by Faulkner 

the printer, who goes over on his private affairs. 

This is an anſwer to yours of two months ago, which 
complains of that profligate fellow Curl. I heartily 
wiſh you were what they call diſaffected, as I am. 1 
may ſay as David did, / have finned greatly, but what 
have theſe ſoeep done? You have given no offence to the 
miniſtry, nor to the Lords, nor Commons, nor Queen, 
nor the next in power. For you are a man of virtue; 
and therefore muſt abhor vice and all corruption, al - 
though your diſcretion holds the reins. © You need not 
« fear any conſequence in the commerce that hath ſo 
long paſſed between us, although I never deſtroyed 
« one of your letters. But my executors are men of 
< honour and virtue, who have ſtrict orders in my will 
« to burn every letter left behind me.“ Neither did 
our letters contain any turns of wit, or fancy, or poli- 
ties, or ſatire, but mere innocent friendſhip. Yet I am 
loath, that any letters from you, and a very few other 
friends, ſhould die before me. I believe we neither of 
us ever leaned our head upon our left hand, to ſtudy 
what we ſhould write next; yet we have held a con- 


Who continued there with his flock all the time a dreadful peſti- 
lence deſolated that city, in 1720, He fold all bis plate, Cc. for 
the relief of the poor, 4 | : s - 4 . 


. 
has ſtant 
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Kant intercourle from your youth and my middle age, 
and from your middle age it muſt be continued. till my 
death, which my bad ſtate of health makes me expect 
every month. I have the ambition, and it is very ear- 
neſt as well as in haſte, to have one exiſtle inſcribed to 
me while I am alive, and you juſt in the time when wit 
and wiſdom are in the height, I muſt once more repeat 
Cicero's deſire to a friend, Orna me, A month ago were 
ſent me over by a friend of mine, the works of John 
Hughes, Elq; They are in verſe. and proſe. I never 
beard of the man in my life; yet I find your name as a 
ſubſcriber too. He is too grave a poet for me; and, I 
think, among the mediocribus in proſe as well as verſe. 
I have the honour to know Dr Rundle *. He is indeed 
_ worth all the reſt you ever ſent us; but that is ſaying 
nothing, for he anſwers your character. I have dined 
thrice in his company. He brought over a worthy cler- 
gyman of this kingdom as his chaplain ;. which was a 
very wile and popular action. His only fault is, that 
be drinks no wine, and I drink nothing elſe. 

This kingdom is now abſolutely ſtarving, by the 
means of every oppreſſion that can be inflicted on man- 
kind.——Shall 1 not viſit for theſe things ? ſauib the Lord. 
You adviſe me right, not to trouble myſelf about the 
world. But oppreſſion tortures me; and I cannot live 
without meat and drink, nor get either without money; 
and money is not to be had, except they will make me 
a biſhop, or a judge, or a colonel, or a commiſſioner of 
the revenues. Adieu. | | 


. 


L E F FT E R Un 


O anſwer your queſtion as to Mr Hughes, what he 
wanted as to genius, he made up as an honeſt 
man: but he was of the claſs you think him, 

I am glad you think of Dr Rundle as I do. He: will 
be an honour: to the biſhops, and a diſgrace to ove bi- 
ſhop ; two things you will like: but what you will like 
more particularly, be will be a friend and benefacton 


P'53 even 
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even to your unfriended, unbenefited nation. He wilt 
be 'a friend to human race where-ever he goes. Pray 
tell him my beſt wiſhes for his health and long life. I 
wiſh you and he came over together, or that I were 
with you. I never faw a man fo ſeldom whom I liked ſo 
much as Dr Rundle. 8 N Gay 
Lord Peterborow I went to take a laſt leave of, at 
his ſetting ſail for Liſbon. No body can be more waſted, 
no ſoul can be more alive. Immediately after the ſeve- 
reſt operation of being cut into the bladder, for a ſup» 
preſſion of urine, he took coach, and got from Briſtol to 
Southampton. This is a man that will neither live nor 
die like any other mortal. | 
Poor Lord Peterborow ! there is another ſtring loſt, 
that would have helped to draw you bither! He or- 
dered, on his deathbed, his watch to be given me, (that 
which had accompanied him in all his travels), with this 
reaſon, © That I might have ſomething to put me every 
« day in mind of him.” It was a preſent to him from 
the King of Sicily, whoſe arms and infignia are graved 
on the inner caſe. On the outer I have put this inſcrip- 
tion, Victor Amadeus, Rex Sicilia, Dux Sabaudiæ, &c. Cc. 
Carola Mordaunt, Comiti de Peterborow, D. D. Car. Mor. 
Com. de Pet. Alexandro Pope moriens legavit, 1735. 
Pray write to me a little oftener : and if thete be a 
thing left in the world that pleaſes you, tell it one who 
will partake of it. I hear with approbation and plea- 
fure, that your preſent care is to relieve the. moſt help- 
leſs of this world, thoſe objects which moſt want our 
compaſſion, though generally made the ſcorn of their 
fellow- creatures, ſuch as are leſs innocent than they. 
You always think generouſly ; and of all charities, this 
is the moſt deſintereſted, and leaſt vain-glorious, done to 
ſuch as never will thank you, or can praiſe you for it. 
God bleſs you with eaſe, if not with pleaſure ; with 
a tolerable ſtate of health, if not with its full enjoy- 
ment; with a refigned temper of mind, if not a very 
chearful one. It is upon theſe terms I live myſelf, 
though younger than you ; and I repine not at my lot, 
could but the preſence of a few that I love be added to 
theſe. Adieu. 


* Idiots. | 
L E T- 
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From Dr SWIFT, 4 
| | Oa. 21. 1735. 

Anſwered your letter relating to Curl, c. I be- 
I lieve my letters have eſcaped being publiſhed, be- 
cauſe I writ nothing but nature and friendſhip, and par- 
ticular incidents which could make no figure in writing. 
I have obſerved, that not only Voiture, but likewiſe 
Tully and Pliny, writ their letters for the public view, 
more than for the ſake of their correſpondents ; and IT 
am glad of it, on account of the entertainment they 
have given me. Balſac did the ſame thing; but with 


more ſtiffneſs, and conſequently lefs diverting. Now I 


muſt tell you, that you are to look upon me as one go- 
ing very faſt out of the world ; but my fleſh and bones 
are to be carried to Holyhead, for I will not lie in a 
country of ſlaves. It pleaſeth me to find that you be- 
gin to diſlike things, in ſpite of your philoſophy. Your 
muſe cannot forbear her hints to that purpoſe, I can- 
not travel to ſee you, otherwiſe I ſolemuly proteſt I 
would do it. I have an intention to paſs this winter 
in the country, with a friend forty miles off, and to ride 
only ten miles a day; yet is my health ſo uncertain, that 
I fear it will not be in my power. TI often ride a dozen 
miles, but I come to my own bed at night. My beſt 
way would be to marry; for in that cafe any bed would 
be better than my own. I found you a very young 
man, and I left you a middle-aged one; you knew me 
a middle-aged man, and now I am an old one. Where 
is my Lord ? Methinks I am inquiring after a tulip 
of laſt year. You need not apprehend any Curls 
© meddling with your letters to me. I will not de- 
& ſtroy them, but have ordered my executors to do 
« that office.” I have a thouſand things more to ſay; 
longevitas eft garrula; but I muſt remember I have other 
letters to write, if I have time, which I ſpend to tell you 
ſo. I am ever, deareſt Sir, 


Tours, &c. 
LE T. 
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DT Ties Lox; 
From Dr Swirr. 


| | | Feb. 9g. 1735-6. 
Cannot properly call you my beſt friend, becauſe L 
have not another left who deſerves the name ; ſuch 

a havock have time, death, exile, and oblivion made. 
Perhaps you would have fewer complaints of my ill 
health and lowneſs of ſpirits, if they were not ſome ex- 
euſe for my delay of writing even to you. It is per fectly 
right what you ſay of the indifference in common friends, 
whether we are lick or well, happy or miſerable. The 
very maid-ſervants in a family have the fame notion: 1 
have heard them often fay, Oh, I am very fick, if any 
body cared for it! I am vexed when my viſitors come 
with the compliment uſual bere, Mr Dean, I hope you 
are very well. My popularity that you mention, is 
wholly confined to the common people, who are more 
conſtant than thoſe we miſcall their betters. I walk 
the ſtreets, and fo do my lower friends; from whom, 
and from whom alone, I have a thouſand hats and bleſ- 
ſings upon old ſcores, which thoſe we call the gentry 
bave forgot. But 1 have not the love, or hardly the 
civility, of any one man in power or ſtation; and 1 
can boaſt, that I neither viſit nor am acquainted with 
any Lord temporal or ſpiritual in the whole kingdom ; 
por am able to do the leaft good office to the. moſt de- 
ferving man, except what Jean diſpoſe of in my own 
cathedral upon a vacancy. What bath funk my ſpirits 
more than even years and ſickneſs, is reflecting on the 
moſt execrable corruptions that run through every branch 
of public management. 1 A 
I heartily thank you for thoſe lines tranflated Singu/s 
di nobis anni, &c. You have put them in a ſtrong and 
admirable light: but, however, I am ſo partial, as to be 
more delighted with thoſe which are to do me the 
greateſt honour I ſhall ever receive from poſterity, and 
will outweigh the malignity of ten thouſand enemies. 
3 never ſaw them before; by which it is plain that the 
letter 
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letter you ſent me miſcarried. — 1 do not doubt that 
you have choice of new acquaintance, and fome of them 
may be deferving : for youth is the ſeafon of virtue; 
corruptions grow with years, and I believe the oldeſt 
rogue in England is the greateſt. You have years e- 
nough before you to watch whether theſe new acquain- 
tance will keep their virtue, when they leave you, and 


go into the world; how long will their ſpirit of inde- 


pendency laſt againſt the temptations of future miniſters 

and future kings — As. to the new Lord Lieutenant , 

I never knew any of the family; ſo that I ſhall not be 

= to get any job done by him for any deſerving 
iend.. 


L EK 1 T © 1 
Fram Dr Sw1r#rrTt. 


| Feb. 7. 1735-6. 
T is ſome time ſince I dined at the Biſhop of Derry's, 
where Mr Secretary Cary told me with great con- 
cern, that you were taken very ill, I have heard no- 
thing ſince ; only I have continued in great pain of mind; 
yet for my own ſake and the world's, more than for 
3 1 becauſe I well know how little you value life 
oth as a philoſopher and a Chriſtian, particularly the 
htter, wherein hardly one in a million of us heretics can 
equal you. If you are well recovered, you ought to be 
reproached for not putting me efpecially out of pain, 
who could not bear the lol of you ;} although we mult 
be for ever diſtant as much as if I were in the grave, 
for which my years and continual indiſpoſition are en 
paring me every ſeaſon. I have ſtaid too long from 
preſſing you to give me ſome eaſe by an account of your 
health; pray do not uſe me fo ill any more. I look 
upon you as an eſtate from which I receive my beſt an- 
nualrents, although I am never to ſee it. Mr Tickel 
was at the ſame meeting under the ſame real concern ; 


The Duke of Devcnſhire. 
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and ſo were a hundred others of this town who had ne- 
ver ſeen you. 3 

I read to the Biſhop of Derry the paragraph in your 
letter which concerned him, and his Lordſhip expreſſed 
his thankfulneſs in a manner that became him. He is 
eſteemed here as a perſon of learning, and converſation, 
and humanity ; but he is beloved by all people. 
I have no body now left but you. Pray, be ſo kind 
to outlive me; and then die as ſoon as you pleaſe, but 
without pain ; and let us meet in a better place, if m 
religion will permit, but rather my virtue, althoug 
much unequal to your's. Pray, let my Lord Bathurſt 
know how much I love him; I ſtill inſiſt on his remem- 
bering me, although he is too much in the world to ho- 
nour an abſent friend with his letters. My ſtate of 
health is not to boaſt of; my giddineſs is more or leſs 
too conſtant ; I ſleep ill, and have a poor appetite, I 
can as eaſily write a poem in the Chineſe language as my 
own : I am as fit for matrimony as invention ; and yet 
I have daily ſchemes for innumerable eſſays in proſe, and 
proceed ſometimes to no leſs than half a dozen lines, 
which the next morning become waſte paper. What 
vexes me moſt is, that my female friends, who could 
bear me very well a dozen of years ago, have now for- 
ſaken me; although I am not ſo old in proportion to 
them, as I formerly was : which I can prove by arith- 
metic ; for then I was double their age, which now I 
am not. Pray, put me out of fear as ſoon as you can, 
about that ugly report of your illneſs ; and let me know 
who this Cheſelden is, that bath ſo lately ſprung up in 
your favour. Give me alſo ſome account of your neigh» 
bour who writ to me from Bath. I hear he reſolves 
to be ſtrenuous for taking off the teft ; which grieves 
me extremely, from all the unprejudiced reaſons I ever 
was. able to form, and againſt the maxim of all wiſe 
Chriſtian governments , which always bad ſome e- 
8 religion, leaving at beſt a toleration to o- 

. 


* Lord Bolingbroke. 


+ The author of the Diſſertation on parties appears to be of the 
fame opinion. Harb. 


Farewell 


ts hy 


D___ ˙ ² . 


1 


yell 


x Let. 81. 


FROM Daz SWIFT. 179 
Farewell my deareſt friend! ever, and upon every ac- 


count that can create friendſhip and eſteem. 


LI r 

March 25. 1736. 

F ever I write more epiſtles in verſe, one of them 
ſhall be addreſſed to you. I have long concerted it, 
and begun it ; but I would make what bears your name 
as finiſhed as my laſt work ought to be, that is to ſay, 
more finiſhed than any of the reſt. The ſubje is large, 
and will divide into four epiſtles, which naturally fol- 
low the eſſay on man, wiz. 1. Of the extent and limits 
of human reaſon and ſcience» 2. A view of the uſeful 
and therefore attainable, and of the unuſeful, and 
therefore unattainable arts. 3. Of the nature, ends, 
application, and uſe of different capacities. 4. Of the 
uſe of learning, of the ſcience of the world, and of vit. 
It will conclude with a fatire againſt the miſapplication 
of all theſe, exemplified by pictures, characters, and 
examples. 

But alas! the taſk is great, and non ſum qualis eram ! 
My underſtanding indeed, ſuch as it is, is extended ra- 
ther than diminiſhed. I ſee things more in the whole, 
more conſiſtent, and more clearly deduced from, -and 
related to each other. But what I gain on the fide of 
philoſophy, I loſe on the fide of poetry : the flowers are 
gone, when the fruits begin to ripen, and the fruits 
perhaps will never ripen perfectly. The climate (under 
our heaven of a court) is but cold and uncertain ; the 
winds riſe, and the winter comes on. I find myſelf but 
little diſpoſed to build a new houſe ; I have nothing left 
but to gather up the relics of a wreck, and look about 
me to fe how few friends I have left. Pray, whole e- 
ſteem or admiration ſhould I defire now to procure by my 
writings ? whoſe friendſhip or converſation to obtain by 
them ? I am a man of deſperate fortunes, that is, a man 
whoſe friends .are dead : for I never aimed at any other 
fortune than in friends. As ſoon as I had ſent my laſt 
letter, I received a moſt kind one from you, expreſſing 
great pain for my late illneſs at Mr Cheſelden's, 1 —— 

| clude 
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elude you was eaſed of that friendly apprehenſion in a 
few days after you had diſpatched your's, for mine muſt 
have reached you then. I wondered a little at your 
quzre, who Cheſelden was? It ſhews that the trueſt 
merit does not travel ſo far any way as on the wings of 
poetry ; he is the moſt noted, and moſt deſerving man, 


in the whole profeſſion of chirurgery ; and has ſaved the 


lives of thouſands, by his manner of cutting for -the 
ſtone.— I am now well, or what I muſt call fo.» 
I have lately ſeen ſome writings of Lord B,'s ſince 
he went to France. Nothing can depreſs his genius: 
whatever befals him, he will ſtill be the greateſt man 
in the world, either in his own time, or with poſterity. 
Every. man you know or care for here, inquires 
you, and pays you the only devoir he can, that of drink- 
ing your health. I wiſh you had any motive to ſee 
this kingdom. I could keep you; for I am rich, that is, 
I have:more than I want. I can afford room for your- 
ſelf and two ſervants. I have indeed room enough, no- 
thing but myſelf at home ; the kind and hearty houſe- 
wife is dead! the agreeable and inſtryQive neighbour is 
gone! yet my houſe is enlarged, and the gardens extend 
and flouriſh, as knowing nothing of the gueſts they have 
loſt. I have more fruit-trees and kitchen garden than 
you have any thought of; nay, I have good melons and 
pine apples of my own growth. I am as much a bet- 
ter gardener, as I am a worſe poet, than when you ſaw 
me: but gardening is near akin to philoſophy ; for 
Tully ſays, Agricultura proxima ſapientiæ. For God's 
ke, why ſhould not you, (that are a ſtep higher than 
a philoſopher, a divine, yet have two much grace and 


wit than to be a biſhop), e'en give all you have to the 


poor of Ireland, (for whom yon have already done every 
thing elſe), ſo quit the place, and live and die with 
me? And let Tales anime concordes be our motto and 


Qur epitaph. | 
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LET TT, 1 R LXXXII. 
From Dr SW Ir r. 


Dublin, April 22. 1736. 

TY common illneſs is of that kind which utterly 

diſqualifies me for all converſation ; I mean my 
deafneſs : and indeed it is that only which diſcoura- 
geth me from all thoughts of coming to England ; be- 
cauſe I am never fare that it may not return in a week. 
If it were a good honeſt gout, I could catch an inter- 
val, to take a voyage, and in a warm lodging get an 
ealy chair, and be able to hear and roar among my 
friends, e As to what you ſay of your letters, ſince 
« you have many years of life more than I, my reſolu- 
* tion is to direct my executors to ſend you all your 
letters, well ſealed and packeted, along with ſome 
« lepacies mentioned in my will, and leave them en- 
« tirely to your diſpoſal, Thoſe things are all tied up, 
« indorſed, and locked in a cabinet, and I have not one 
« ſervant who can properly be ſaid to write or read. 
% No mortal ſhall copy them, but you ſhall ſurely have 
&« them when I am no more.“ I have a little repined 
at my being hitherto ſlipped by you in your epiſtles, 
not from auy other ambition than the title of a friend; 
and in that ſenſe I expect you ſhall perform your pro- 
miſe, if your health, and leiſure, and inclination will per- 
mit. I deny your loſing on the lide of poetry; I could 
reaſon againſt you a little from experience: you are, 
and will be ſome years to come, at the age when inven- 
tion ſtill keeps its ground, and judgment is at full ma- 
turity ; but your ſubjects are much more difficult when 
confined to verſe, I am amazed to ſee you exhauſt the 
whole ſcience of morality in fo maſterly a manner. Sir 
W. Temple ſaid, that the loſs of friends was a tax up- 
on long life. It need not be very long, ſince you have 
had ſo great a ſhare, but I have not above one left: and 
in this country I have only a few general companions of 
good nature and middling underſtandings. How ſhould 
I know Cheſelden ? On your fide men of fame ſtart 

Vor. VIII. Q up 


leſſen every day; and indeed 
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up and die, before we here (at leaſt I) know any thing 
of the matter. I am a little comforted with what you 
fay of Lord B.'s genius ſtill keeping up, and preparing 
to appear by effe&s worthy of the author, and uſeful to 
the world, — Common reports have made me very un- 
eaſy about your neighbour Mr P. It is affirmed, that 
he hath been very near death. I love him for being a 
patriot in moſt corrupted times, and highly eſteem his 
excellent underſtanding. Nothing but the perverſe na- 
ture of my diſorders, as IJ have above deſcribed them, 
and which are abſolute diſqualifications for converſe, 
could hinder me from waiting on you at Twickenham, 


And nurſing you to Paris. In ſhort, my ailments amount 


to a prohibition ; although I am, as you deſcribe your- 
felf, what 7 muff call well, yet I have not ſpirits left to 
ride out, which (excepting walking) was my only di- 
verſion. * And I muſt expect to decline every month, 
like one who lives upon his r ſum, which muſt 
am likewiſe literally al - 
moſt in the ſame caſe, while every body owes me, and 
no body pays me. Inſtead of a young race of patriots 
on your fide, which gives me ſome glimpſe of joy, here 
we have the dire& contrary, a race of young dunces and 
Atheiſts, or old villains and monſters, whereof four fifths 
are more wicked and ſtupid than Chartres, Your wants 
are fo few, that you need not be rich to ppi them; 
and my wants ate ſo many, that a king's ſeven millions | 


| 

of guineas would not ſupport me. | 

L E TT E R ILXXXII. | 

+, Huge 17. 1736. t 

Find, though J have leſs experience than you, the Ml 1, 

truth of what you told me ſome time ago, that in- g 

_ creaſe of years makes men more talkative, but leſs wri- ti 
tative; to that degree, that I now write no letters but * 

of plain buſineſs, or plain how - d'ye's to thoſe few I am 1 
forced to correſpond with, either out of neceſſity, or y, 


love. And 1 grow Jaconic even beyond laconiciſm; 
for ſometimes I return only Yes, or No, to queſtionary 
or petitionary epiſtles of half a yard long. You a 
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Lord Bolingbroke are the only men to whom I write, 
and always in folio. You are indeed almoſt the only 
men I know, who either can write in this age, or 
whoſe writings will reach the next: others are mere 
mortals, Whatever failings ſuck men may have, a re- 
ſpe is due to them, as luminaries whoſe exaltation ren- 
45 their motion a little irregular, or rather cauſes it 
to ſeem ſo to others. I am afraid to cenſure any thing 
J hear of Dean Swift, becauſe I hear it only from mor- 
tals blind and dull: and you ſhould be cautious of cen- 
ſuring any action or motion of Lord B. becauſe you 
hear it only from ſhallow, envious, or malicious report - 
(rs. What you writ to me about him, I find to my 
great ſcandal repeated in one ef yours to What 
ever you might hint to me, was this for the profane ? 
The thing, if true, ſhould be concealed ; but it is, I af- 
ſure you, abſolutely untrue in every circumſtance. He 
has fixed in a very agreeable retirement near Fontain - 
bleau, and makes it his whole buſineſs wacare literit- 
But tell me the truth, were you not angry at his omit- 
ting to write to you fo long ? I may, tor I hear from 
him ſeldomer than from you, that is, twice or thrice a 
year at moſt. Can you poſlibly think he can neglect 

you or diſregard you? If you catch yourſelf at thinking 
ſuch nonſenſe, your parts are decayed : for, believe me, 
great geniuſes muſt and do eſteem one another, and I 
queſtion if any others can eſteem or comprehend uncom- 
mon merit. Others only gueſs at that merit, or ſee 
glimmerings of their minds. A genius has the intuitive 
faculty : therefore, imagine what you will, you can- 
not be ſo ſure of any man's eſteem as of his. If I can. 
think that neither he nor you deſpiſe me, it is a greater 
honour to me by far, and will be thought fo by poſte- 
rity, than if all the houſe of Lords writ commenda- 
tory verſes upon me, the Commons ordered me to print 
my works, the univerſities gave me public thanks, and 
the King, Queen, and Prince crowned me with laurel. 
You are a very ignorant man, you don't know the fi- 
gure his name and your's will make bereafter: Ido, and 
will preſerve all the memorials I can, that I was of 
your intimacy ; /ongo, fed froximus, intervallo, I will 
not quarrel with the preſent age; it has done enough 

2 tor 
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for me, in making and keeping you two. my friends. 
Do not you be too angry at it, and let not him be too 
angry at it; it has done and can do neither of you any 
manner of harm, as long as it has not, and cannot burn 
. your works: while thoſe fubſiſt, yon will both appear 
the greateſt men of the time, in ſpite of princes and 


miniſters ; and the wiſeſt, in ſpite of all the little errors 
you may pleaſe to commit. | 

Adieu. May better health attend you, than, I fear, 
you poſſeſs ; may but as good health attend you always 
as mine is at preſent ;j tolerable, when an eaſy mind is 
Joined with it. 


— 


„ 


From Dr SwIrr. 


Dec. 2. 1736. 
Think you owe me a letter; but whether you do or 
not, I have not been in a condition to write. 
Years and infirmities have quite broke me; I mean that 
odious continual diforder in my head. 1 neither read, 
nor write, nor remember, nor converſe. All I have 
left is to walk and ride: the firſt I can do tolerably ; 
but the latter, for want of good weather at this ſeaſon, 
is feldom in my power; and having not an ounce of 
fleſh about me, wy ſkin comes off in ten miles riding, 
becauſe my ſkin and bone cannot agree together. But 
Jam angry, becauſe you will not ſuppoſe me as fick as 1 
am, and write to me out of perfect charity, although ! 
ſhould not be able to auſwer. I have too many rexa- 
tions, by my ſtation and the impertinence of people, to 
be able to bear the mortification of not hearing from a 
very few diſtant friends that are left; and, conſidering 
how time and fortune have ordered matters, I have 
hardly one friend left but yourfelf. What Horace ſays, 
Singula de nobis anni prædantur, I feel every month at far- 
theſt ; and by this computation, if I bold out two years, 
I ſhall think it a miracle. My comfort is, you begun 
to diſtinguiſh ſo confounded early, that your acquaint- 
ance with diſtipguiſhed men of all kinds was almoit as an- 
cient 
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cient as mine; I mean Wycherly, Rowe, Prior, Con- 
greve, Addiſon, Parnell, Cc. and in ſpite of your 
heart, you have owned me a cot emporary; not to men- 
tion Lords Oxford, Bolingbroke, Harcourt, Peterbo- 
row. In ſhort, I was the otber day recollecting twen- 
ty-ſeven great miniſters, or men of wit and learning, 
who are all dead, and all of my acquaintance, within 
twenty years paſt ; neither have I the grace to be Tor- 
ry, that the preſent times are drawn to the,dregs as 
well as my own life.—— May my friends be happy in 
this and a better life; but I value not what becomes of 
poſterity, when I conſider from what monſters they are 
to ſpring. My Lord Orrery writes to you to- mor- 
row, and you ſee I ſend this under. his cover, or at leaſt 
franked by him. He has 3oool. a-year about Cork, 
and the neighbourhood, and has more than. three years 
rent unpaid : this is our condition in theſe bleſſed times. 
I writ to your neighbour about a month ago, and ſub- 
ſcribed my name; I fear he hath not received my let- 
ter, and wiſhr you would aſk him: but perhaps he is ſtill 
a-rambling ;. for we hear of him at Newmarket, and 
that Boerhaave hath reſtored his health. How my 
ſervices are leſſened of late with the number of my 
friends on your ſide! yet my Lord Bathurſt, and Lord 
Maſham, and Mr Lewis remain; and being your ac- 
quaintance, I deſire, when you ſee them, to deliver my 
compliments; but chiefly to Mrs P. B. and let me know 
whether ſhe be as young and agreeable as when I ſaw 
her laſt. Have you got a ſupply of new friends to- 
make up for thoſe who are gone? and are they equal 
to the firſt ? Tam afraid it is with friends as with times; 
and that the laudator temporis adi ſe puero, is equally ap- 
plicable to both. I am leſs grieved for living here, be- 
cauſe it is a perfect retirement, and conſequently fitteſt 
for thoſe who are grown good for nothing: for this 
town and kingdom are as much out of the world as 
North Wales. My head is fo ill that T cannot write 
a paper full as I uſed todo; and yet I will not forgive: 
a blank of half an inch from you. EF had reafon to ex- 


ct from ſome of your letters, that we were to hope 
or more epiſtles of morality ;. and, I aſſure you, wy ac- 
quaintance reſent that they have not ſeen my name at 
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the head of one. The ſubjects of ſuch epiſtles are more 
uſeful to the public, by your manner of handling them, 
than any of all your writings; and although in fo pro- 
fligate a world as ours, they may poſſibly not much 
mend our manners, yet poſterity will enjoy the benefit, 
whenever a court happens to have the leaſt reliſh for wir- 
tue and religion. | POT” | 


L E,T..T E R LEXXVY. 
Te Dr S.w IF r. 


| | Dec. 30. 1736. 
Our very kind letter has made me more melancho- 
ly, than almoſt any thing in this world now can 
do. For I can bear every thing in it, bad as it is, bet- 
ter than the complaints of my friends. Though others 
rell me you are in pretty good health, and in good pi - 
rits, I find the contrary when you open your mind to 
me. And indeed it is but a prudent part, to ſeem not 
o concerned about others, nor fo crazy ourſelves as we 
really are: for we ſhall neither be beloved nor eſteemed: 
the more, by our common acquaintance, for any afflice 
tion or any infirmity, But to our true friend we may. 
we muſt complain, of what (it is a thouſand to one) he- 
complains with us: for if we have known him long, he 
is old; and if he has known the world long, he is out 
of humour at it. If you have but as much more health 
than others at your age, as you have more wit and good 
temper, you ſhall not have much of my pity : but if you 
ever live to have lefs, you ſhall not have leſs of my af- 
rection. A whole people will rejoice at every year that 
ſhall be added to you, of which you have had a late in- 
ſtance in the public rejoicings on your birthday. I can 
aſſure you, ſomething better and greater than high birth 
and quality muſt go toward acquiring thoſe demonſtra . 
tions of public eſteem and love. I have ſeen a royal 
birthday uncelebrated, but by one vile ode, and one 
hired bonfire. Whatever years may take away fiom 
you, they will not take away the general eſteem for 

your ſenſe, virtue, and charity. 

The moſt melancholy effect of years is that you men- 


tion, 
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tion, the catalogue of thoſe we loved and have loſt, 
perpetually increafing. . How much that reflection ſtruck. 
me, you. will ſee from the motto I have prefixed to my 
book of letters, which fo much againſt my inclination. 
has been drawn from me, It is from Catullus :. 


Quo defederio weteres revocamus amores, 
Atque olim amiſſas flemus amicitias ! 


Idetain this letter till I can find ſome fafe conveyance ; in- 
nocent as it is, and as all letters of mine muſt be, of any: 
thing to offend my ſuperiors, except the reverence I bear- 
to true merit and virtue. But I have much reaſon to 
6 fear, thoſe which you have too partially kept in your 
„hands, will get out in ſome very difagreeable ſhape,, 
„ in caſe of our mortality > and the more reaſon to- 
« fear it, fince this laſt month CurT has obtained from 
Ireland two letters, (one of Lord Bolingbroke and: 
© cne of mine to you, which we wrote in the year 
« 1723), and he has printed them, to the beſt of my 
© memory, rightly, except one paſſage concerning. 
© Dawley, which muſt have been ſince inſerted, fince. 
© my Lord had not that place at that time. Tour an- 
© ſwer to that letter he has not got; it has never been 
© out of my cuſtody; for whatever is lent is loſt, (wit 
«© as well as money), to theſe needy poetical readers.“ 

The world will certainly be the better for his change 
of life. He ſeems, in the whole turn of his letters, to- 
be a ſettled and principled philoſopher, thanking For- 
tune for the tranquillity he has been led into by her a- 
verſion, like a man driven by a violent wind, from the 
fea into a calm harbour. You aſk. me, if I have got any 
ſupply of new friends to make up for thoſe that are 
gone? T think that impoſſible ; for not our friends on- 
ly, but ſo much of ourſelves is gone, by the mere flux 
and courſe of years, that, were the ſame friends to be 
reſtored to- us, we could not be reſtored to ourſelves, to 
enjoy them. But as when the continual waſhing of a 
river takes away our flowers and plants, it throws weeds 
and ſedges in their room“; ſo the courſe of time bring 


* There are ſome ſtrokes in this letter, which can be accounted 
for no otherwiſe, than by the author's extreme compaſſion * — 
er 
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us ſomething, as it deprives us of a great deal; and in- 
ſtead of leaving us what we cultivated, and expected to 
flouriſh, and adorn us, gives us only what is of ſome little 
uſe, by accident. Thus I have acquired, without my 
ſeeking, a few chance · acquaintance, of young men, who 
look rather to the paſt age than the preſent, and there- 
fore the future may have ſome hopes of them. If I love 
them, it is becaufe they honour ſome of thoſe whom I, 
and the world, have loſt, or are loſing, Two or three 
of them have diſtinguiſhed themſelves in parliament ; and 
you will own, in a very uncommon manner, when I tell 
you, it is by their aſſerting of independency, and con- 
tempt of corruption. One or two are linked to me, by 
their love of the ſame ſtudies, and the ſame authors, 
But I will own to you, my moral capacity bas got fo 
much the better of my poetical, that I have few ac- 
quaintance on the latter ſcore, and none without a caſt- 
ing weight on the former. But I find my heart harden- 
ed, and blunt to new impreſſions ; it will ſcarce re- 
ceive or retain affections of yeſterday ; and thole friends 
who have been dead theſe twenty years, are more pre- 
ſent to me now than thoſe I ſee Jolly. You, dear Sir, 
are one of the former ſort to me in all reſpects, but that 
we can yet correſpond together. I don't know whe- 
ther it is not more vexatious to know we are both in 
one world, without any farther intercourſe. Adieu. I 
can ſay no more, I feel ſo much. Let me drop into 
common things. Lord Maſham has juſt married his 
| fon. Mr Lewis has juſt buried his wife. Lord Oxford 
wept over your letter in pure kindneſs. Mrs B. ſighs 
more for you than for the loſs of youth: She ſays ſhe 
will be agreeable many years hence, for ſhe has learned 
that ſecret from ſome receipts of your writing.— Adieu. 


. 
March 23. 1736-7. 


Hough you were never to write to me, yet what 
you defired in your laſt, that I would write of- 


neſs of heart, too much affected by the complaints of a peevilſh old 
man, (labouring and impatient under his infirmities), and too intent 
in the friendly office of mollifying them. arb. 
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ten to you, would be a very eaſy taſk: for every day I 
talk with you, and of you, in my heart; and I need 
only ſet down what that is thinking of. The nearer 1 
find myſelf verging to that period of life which is to be 
Jabour and forrow, the more I prop myſelf upon thoſe 
few ſupports that are left me. People in this ftate are 
like props indeed ; they cannot ſtand alone, but two or 
more of them can ftand, leaning and bearing upon one 
another. I wiſh you and I might pak this part of life 
together. My only neceſſary care is at an end, I am 
now my own maſter too much; my houſe is too large 
my gardens furniſh too much wood and proviſion for my 
ufe. My ſervants are ſenſible and tender of me. They 
have intermarried, and are. become rather low friends 
than ſervants; and to all thoſe that I fee here with plea- 
ſure, they take a pleaſure in being uſeful. I conclude 
this is your caſe too in your domeſtic life; and I ſome- 
times think of your old houſckeeper as my nurſe; though 
I tremble at the fea, which only divides us. As your 
fears are not ſo great as mine, and, I firmly hope, your 
ſtrength ſtill much greater, is it utterly impoflible, it 
might once more be ſome pleafure to you to ſee England ? 
My ſole motive in propoſing France to meet in, was the 
narrowneſs of the paſſage by ſea from hence; the phy- 
ficians having told me, the weakneſs of my breaſt, &c. 
is ſuch, as a ſea · ſickneſs might indanger my life. Though 
one or two of our friends are gone, ſince you ſaw your 
native country *, there remain a few more who will laft 
ſo till death, and who, I cannot but hope, have an at- 
tractive power, to draw you back to a country which 
cannot quite be ſunk or inſlaved, while ſuch ſpirits re- 
main. And let me tell you, there are a few more of 
the ſame ſpirit, who would awaken all your old ideas, 
and revive your hopes of her future recovery and virtue, 
Theſe look up to you with reverence, and would be 
animated by the fight of him at whoſe ſoul they have 
taken fire, in his writings, and derived from thence as 
much love of their ſpecies as is conſiſtent with a con- 
tempt for the knaves of it. 


The Dean was born in Ireland. This F mention, becauſe the 


1 


ſenteuce may be underſtood in a double ſenſe, Dub. edit. _ 
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|  T could never be weary, except at the eyes, of wri- 

ting to you; but my real reaſon (and a ſtrong one it 
is) for doing it fo ſeldom, is fear; fear of a very great 
and experienced evil, that of my letters being kept by 
the partiality of friends, and piſſing into the hands and 
malice of enemies; who publiſh them with all their im- 
perfections on their head; ſo that I write not on the 
common terms of honeſt men. : 

Would to God you would come over with Lord Or- 
rery, whoſe care of you in the voyage I could ſo cer- 
tainly depend on; and bring with you your old houſe- 
keeper, and two or three ſervants. I have room for all, 
a heart for all, and (think what you wilt) a fortune for 
all. We could, were we together, contrive to make 
our laſt days eaſy, and leave ſome fort of monument, 
what friends two wits could be, in ſpite of all the fools 
in the world. Adieu. 


L ET T ER EXXXVIL 
From Dr Sw Ir r. 


Dublin, May 31. 1737. 
T is true, I owe you ſome letters; but it has pleaſed 
God, that I have not been in a condition to pay you. 
When you ſhall be at my age, perhaps you may lie un- 
der the fame diſability to your preſent or future friends. 
But my age is not my difability ; for I can walk fix or 
feven miles, and ride a dozen. But I am deaf for two 
months together. This deafneſs unqualifies me for all 
company, except a few friends with counter-tenor voi» 
ces, whom I can call names, if they do not ſpeak loud 
enough for my ears. It is this evil that hath hindered 
me from venturing to the Bath, and to Twickenham : 
for deafneſs being not a frequent diſorder, hath no al- 
Jowance given it; and the ſcurvy figure a man affected 

that way makes in company, is utterly inſupportable. 
It was I began with the petition to you of Orna me, 
and now you come, like an unfair merchant, to charge 
me with being in your debt; which, by your way of 
reckoning, I muft always be; for your's are always gui- 
LCas, 


. 


* 
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neas, and mine farthinꝑs; and yet I have a pretence to 


quarrel with you, becauſe I am not at the head of any 
one of your epiſtles, I am often wondering, how you 
come to excel all mortals on the ſibje&t of morality, 
even in the poetical way; and ſhould have wondered 
more, it nature and education had not made you a 
profeſſor of it from your infancy. * All the letters I 
can find of your's, I have faſtened in a folio cover, 
and the reſt in bundles indorſed: but, by reading 
« their dates, I find a chaſm of fix years, of which I 
< can find no copies; and yet I keep them with all 
« paſſible care. But I have been forced, on three or 
t four occaſions, to ſend all my papers to ſome friends; 
yet thoſe papers were all ſent ſealed in bundles to 
© ſome faithful friends; however, what I have are not 
„% much above ſixty.” I found nothing in any one of 
them to be left out. None of them have any thing to 
do with party, of which you are the cleareſt of all men 
by your religion, and the whole tenor of your life ; 
while I am raging every moment againſt the corruption 
of Aa kingdoms, eſpecially of this; ſuch is my weak» 
nels. | | 
[ have read your epiſtle of Horace to Auguſtus, It was 
fent me in the Engliſh edition, as ſoon as it could come. 
They are printing it in a ſmall octavo. The curious 
are looking out, ſome for flattery, ſome for ironies in it. 
The ſour folks think they have found out ſome: but 
your admirers here, I mean every man of taſte, affect to 
be certain, that the profeſſion of friendſhip to me in the 
fame poem will not ſuffer you to be thought a flatterer. 
My happineſs is, that you are too far engaged; and in 
ſpite of you, the ages to come will celebrate me, and 
know you were a friend who loved and eſteemed me, 
although I died the object of court and party hatred. 
Pray, who is that Mr Glover who writ the ethic 
poem called Leonidas, which is reprinting here, and hath 
great vogue? We have frequently good poems of late 
from London. I have juſt read one upon converſation, 
and two or three others. But the croud do not incum- 
ber you, who, like the orator or preacher, ſtand aloft, 
and are ſeen above the reſt, more than the whole aſ- 


ſembly below. I 
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I am able to write no more; and this is my third en- 
deavour, which is too weak to finiſh the paper. I am, 
my deareſt friend, your's entirely, as long as I can write, 
or ſpeak, or think. | 

J. SwiIr r. 


LETTER IXXXVIII. 


From Dr SyIVITT. 


Dublin, Fuly 23. 1737. 

Sent a letter to you ſome weeks ago, which my 
Lord Orrery incloſed in one of his, to which I re- 
ceived as yet no anſwer; but it will be time enough 
when his Lordſhip goes over, which will be, as he hopes 
in about ten days; and then he will take with him“ al 
* the letters I preferved of your's, which are not above 
© twenty-five. I find there is a great chaſm of ſome 
* years, but the dates are more early than my two laſt 
« journeys to England; which makes me imagine, that 
in one of thoſe journeys I carried over another car- 
& po.” But I cannot truſt my ovary half an hour ; 
and my diforders of deafneſs and giddineſs increaſe daily. 
So that I am declining as faſt as it is eaſily poſſible for 

me, if I were a dozen years older. Foy 

We have had your volume of letters, which, I am 
told, are to be printed here. Some of thoſe who highly 
eſteem you, and a few who know you perſonally, are 
grieved to find you make no diſtinction between the 
Engliſh gentry of this kingdom, and the ſavage old I- 
riſh, (who are only the vulgar, and ſome gentlemen 
who live in the Iriſh parts of the kingdom): but the 
Engliſh colonies, who are three parts in four, are much 
more civilized than many counties in England, and 
ſpeak better Engliſh, and are much better bred. And 
they think it very hard, that an American, who is of 
the fifth generation from England, ſhould be allowed 
to preſerve that title, only becauſe we have been told 
by ſome of them, that their names are entered in ſome 
pariſh in London. I have three or four coufins here, 
who were born in Portugal, whoſe parents took the 
lame 
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ſame care, and they are all of them Londoners. Dr 
Delany, who, as I take it, is of an Iriſh family, came 
to viſit me three days ago, on purpoſe to complain of 
thoſe paſſages in your letters. He will not allow ſuch 
a difference between the two climates ; but will aſſert 
that North Wales, Northumberland, Yorkſhire, and 
the other northern ſhires, have a more cloudy ungenial 
air than any part of Ireland. In ſhort, I am afraid 
your friends and admirers here will force you to make a 
palinody. | 

As for the other parts of your volume of letters, my 
opinion is, that there might be collected from them the 
belt ſyſtem that ever was wrote for the conduct of hu- 
man life, at leaſt to ſhame all reaſonable men out of 
their follies and vices. It is ſome recommendation of 
this kingdom, and of the taſte of the people, that you 
are at leaſt as highly celebrated here as you are at home. 
If you will blame us for ſlavery, corruption, Atheiſm, 
and ſuch trifles, do it freely ; but include England, on- 
ly with an addition of every other vice. I wiſh you 
would pive orders againſt the corruption of Engliſh by 
thoſe ſcribblers, who ſend us over their traſh in proſe and 
verſe, with abominable curtailings and quaint modern- 
iſms.— I am now daily expecting an end of life. I 
have loſt all ſpirit, and every ſcrap of health. I ſome- 
times recover a little of my hearing, but my head is e- 
ver out of order. While I have any ability to hold a 
commerce with you, I will never be ſilent; and this 
chancing to be a day that I can hold a pen, I will drag 
it as long as I am able. Pray let my Lord Orrery ſee 
you often: next to yourſelf, I love no man fo well; 
and tell him what I ſay, if he viſits you. I have now 
done; for it is evening, and my head grows worſe, 
May God always protect you, and preſerve you long, 
for a pattern of piety and virtue. | 

Farewell, my deareſt and almoſt only conſtant friend. 
Lam ever, at leaſt in my eſteem, honour, and affection 
to you, what I hope you expect me to be, 


Your's, &c. 


Vol. VIII. R L. E T- 
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TER LEXXIX. 
From Dr Sw Ir r. 


Dublin, Aug. 8. 1738. 
My dear friend, 
Have your's of July 25.; and firſt, I deſire you will 
look upon me as a man worn with years, and ſunk 

by public as well as perſonal vexations. I have entirely 
Joſt my memory, incapable of converſation by a cruel 
deafneſs, which has laſted almoſt a year, and I deſpair 
of any cure. I ſay not this to increaſe your compaſſion, 
(of which you have already too great a part), but as 
an excuſe for my not being regular in my letters to you, 
and ſome few other friends. I have an ill name in the 
poſt - office of both kingdoms ; which makes the letters 
addreſſed to me not ſeldom miſcarry, or be opened and 
read, and then ſealed in a bungling manner, before they 
come to my hands, Our friend Mrs B. is very often in 
my thoughts, and high in my eſteem. I deſire you will 
be the meſſenger of my humble thanks and ſervice to 
her. That ſuperior univerſal genius you deſcribe, whoſe 
hand-writing I know towards the end of your letter, 
hath made me both proud and happy ; but by what he 
writes, I fear he will be too ſoon gone to his foreſt a- 
broad, He began in the Queen's time to be my pa- 
tron, and then deſcended to be my friend. | 

It is a great favour of heaven, that your health grows 
better by the addition of years. I have abſolutely done 
with poetry for ſeveral years paſt, and even at my beſt 
times I could produce nothing but trifles. I therefore 
reject your compliments on that ſcore: and it is no 
compliment in me; for I take your ſecond dialogue that 
you lately ſent me, to equal almoſt any thing you ever 
writ ; although I live ſo much out of the world, that! 
am ignorant of the facts and perſons, which, I preſume, 
are very well known from Temple-bar to St James's; 
(I mean the court excluſive). 

4 Ican faithfully aſſure you, that every letter you 


« have favoured me with, theſe twenty years and more, 
; « ares 
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tc are ſealed up in bundles, and delivered to Mrs W—, 


« a very worthy, rational, and judicious couſin of mine, 
« and. the only relation whoſe viſits I can ſuffer, All 
* theſe letters ſhe is directed to ſend ſafely to you, upon 
«© my deceaſe. 

My Lord Orrery is gone with his Lady to a part of 
her eſtate in the north. She is a perſon of very good 
underſtanding, as any I know of her ſex, Give me leave 
to write here a ſhort anſwer to my Lord B. 's letter, in 
the laſt page of yours. | 


M dear Lord, I | 
I am infinitely obliged to your Lordſhip for the ho- 
nour of your letter, and kind remembrance of me. I 
do here confeſs, that I have more. obligations to your 
Lordſhip, than to all the world beſides. You never de- 
ceived me, even when you were a great miniſter of ſtate: 
and yet I love you till more, for your condeſcending to 
write to me, when you had the honour to be an exile. 
I can hardly hope to live till you publiſh your hiſtory, 
and am vain enough to wiſh that my name could be 
ſqueezed in among the few ſubalterns, quorum pars parva 
fui. If not, I will be revenged, and contrive ſome way 
to be known to futurity, that I had the honour to have 
your Lordſhip for my belt patron ; and I will live and 


die, with the higheſt veneration and gratitude, your moſt 
obedient, &c, | 


P. S. I will here, in a poſtſcript, correct (if it be poſ- 
ſible) the blunders I have made in my letter. I ſhewed 
my couſin the above letter; and ſhe aſſures me that a 


great collection of 3 letters to Men are put up 


and ſealed, and in ſome very ſafe hand +. 


It is written juſt thus in the original. The book that is now 
printed, ſeems to be part of the collection here ſpoken of; as it con- 
tains not only the letters of Mr Pope, but of Dr Swift, both to him 
and Mr Gay, which were returned him after Mr Gay's death: 
though any mention made by Mr Pope of the return or exchange of 
letters, has been induſtriouſly ſuppreſſed iu the publication, and only 
appears by ſome of the anſwers. Dub. edit. 


+} Se Lord Orrery's letter, in the next page. 
R 2 1 
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+I am, my moſt dear and honoured friend, entirely 
your's, 

J. SwIr r. 


— 


It is now Aug. 24. 
1738. 


7 The Earl of OR AREA to Mr POPE. 


3 | 

I Am more and more convinced, that your letters are neither loft 
nor burnt; but who the Dean means by a ſafe band in Ireland, 

is beyond my power of gueſſing, though I am particularly acquainted 
with moſt, if not all of his friends. As I knew you had the recovery 
of thoſe letters at heart, I took more than ordinary pains to find out 
where they were; but my inquiries were to no purpoſe; and I fear, 
whoever has them, is too tenacious of them to diſcover where they lie. 
%% Mrs W did affure me, ſhe had not one of hem; and ſeemed 
1 to be under great unealineſs, that you ſhould imagine they were left 
« with her. She likewiſe told me ſhe had ſtopped the Dean's letter 
« which gave you that information; but believed he would write ſuch 
„ another; and therefore deſired me to aſſure you from ber, that ſhe 
was totally ignorant where they were.“ | 

Lou may make what uſe you pleaſe, either to the Dean, or any 
other perſon, of what I have told you. I am ready to teſtify it; and 
I think it ought to be known, © That the Dean ſays they are deli- 
© vered into a ſafe hand, and Mrs W —— * declares the has them not. 
The conſequence of their being hereafter publiſhed, may give un- 
« eafincſs to ſome of your friends, and of courſe to you: ſo I would 
& do all in my power to make you entirely eaſy in that point.“ 

This is the firſt time I have put pen to paper ſince my late misfor- 
tune ; and I ſhould ſay, as an excuſe for this letter, that it has coſt 
- ſome pain, did it not allow me an opportunity to aſſure you, that 

am, 


Dear Sir, 
With the trueſt efteem, 
Your very faithful and obedient ſervant, 
Marſton, Oct. 4. 1738. ORRERY- 


® This lady ſince gave Mr Pope the ſt rongeſt aſſurances, that ſue had 
uſed ber utmoſi endeavours to prevent the publication; nay, went ſo fat 
as to ſecrete the book, till it was commanded from ber, and delivered to 
the Dublin printer, Whereupon her ſon-in-law, D. Swift, Eſq; inſiſted 
upon writing a preface, to juſtify Mr Pope from baving any knowledge 
it, and to lay it upon the corrupt practices of the printers in London; 

but this he would not agree to, as not knowing the truth of the fait. 


Pope. 
L E T- 


De 
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. 
Dr Swirr to his uncle WILLIAM SWIFT . 


S 1 R, Moore Park, Nov. 29. 1692. 
Y ſiſter told me, you was pleaſed, (when ſhe was 
here), to wonder, I did fo ſeldom write to you,. 
been ſo kind, to impute it neither to ilk 
mann reſpect. I always 
thought that ſufficient from one, who has always been 
but too troubleſome to you. Beſides, I know your a- 
verſion to impertinence, and God knows ſo very private 
a life as mine can furniſh a letter with little elſe : for I 
often am two or three months without ſeeing any body 
beſides the family; and now my ſiſter is gone, I am 
likely to be more ſolitary than before. I am ſtill to 
thank you for your care in my teftimnium ; and it was 
to very good purpoſe, for I never was more ſatisfied 
than in the behaviour of the univerſity of Oxford to- 
me. I had all the civiiries I could wiſh for, and fo 
many favours, that I am aſhamed to- 
have been more obliged in a few weeks to ſtranpers,. 
than ever I was in ſeven years to Dublin college. I am 
not to take orders till the King gives me a preben- 
dary 1: and Sir William Temple, though he promiſes 
me the certainty of it, yet is leſs forward than I could 
wiſh ||; becauſe, F ſuppoſe, he believes I ſhall leave 


* This and the three following letters are taken from Mr Deane: 
Swift's Eſſay on the life, writings, Cc. of Dr Swift. 11 

+ This letter is torn and imperfect in ſeveral places. This epi- 
ſtolary fragment is ſu far curious, as it gives us a ſpecimen of Swift's 
manner of writing and thinking, at that early period of his life. 
You do not ſee in this letter the leaſt ſymptoms of that peculiar turn 
of phraſe which afterwards appeared in all his writings, even in his 
moſt trifling letters. Neither his learning nor his genius were yet ar- 
rived to any degree of ripeneſs, Or perhaps the letter was rather the 
effect of duty than inclination; and in that caſe, the ſtyle of it muſt 
be illaborate, and void of all freedom and vivacity. Orrery. 

+ It may be obſerved fiom this paſſage, that he does not ſpeak of 
going into the church as a point of news to his uncle. Swift 

| Here are the grounds of a quarrel which happened between him 
and Sir William Temple in the year 1694 Swift. 


R 3 him x 
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him *; and upon ſome accounts he thinks me a little 
neceſſary to hmmm I I were 

entertainment, or doing you any ſa- 
tisfaction by my letters, I ſhould be very glad to per- 
form it that way, as I am bound to do it by all others. 
I am ſorry my fortune ſhould fling me ſo far from the beſt 
of my relations, but hope that I ſhall have the happineſs 
to lee you ſome time or other. Pray my humble ſer- 


vice to my good aunt, and the reſt of my relations, if 
you pleaſe. 


LETTER XC. 
Dr Swirr 10 bis coufin DEAN R SWIFT at Liſbon }. 


| Liecefler, June 3. 1694. 

Received your kind letter to-day from your ſiſter; 

and am very glad to find you will ſpare time from 
buſineſs, ſo far as to write a long letter to one you have 
none at all with but friendſhip ; which, as the world 
paſſes, is perbaps one of the idleſt things in it. Tis a 
pleaſure to me to ſee you ſally out of your road, and 
take notice of curioſities, of which I am very glad to 
have part ; and defire you to ſet by ſome idle minutes 
for a commerce which ſhall ever be dear to me; and 
from ſo good an obſerver as you may eaſily be, cannot 
fail of being uſeful. I am ſorry to ſee ſo much ſuper- 
ſtition in a country ſo given to trade. I half uſed to 
think thoſe two to be incompatible. Not that I ut ter- 
ly diſlike your proceſſions for ram or fair weather; 
which, as trifling as they are, yet have good effecis to 
quiet common heads, and infuſe a gaping devotion a- 
mong the rabble. But your burning the old woman, 


_ * Which at laſt was the cauſe of a good deal of anger in Sir Wil- 

lam Temple. Swift. ; 

+ Becauſe at that time he was employed in the reviſal of Sir Wil- 
ham Temple's works. Swift. 15 | 

+ If this letter be conſidered as an epiſtle from a young man a 
little above fix and twenty years old, to an intimate friend and rela- 
tion, who was at that time but juſt turned of twenty, I hope it will 
not appear in a very mean or contemptible light, Swift, 
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unleſs ſhe were a Duegna, I ſhall never be reconciled to; 
though it is eaſily obſerved, that nations which have 
moſt gallantry to the young, are ever the ſevereſt upon 
the old. I have not leiſure to deſcant further upon your 
pleaſing letter, nor any thing to return you from ſo bar- 
ren a ſcene as this, which I ſhall leave in four days to- 
wards my — for Ireland. I had deſigned a letter 
to my couſin Willoughby ; and the laſt favour he has 
done me requires a great deal of acknowledgment : but 
the thoughts of my ſending ſo many before, has made 
me believe it better to truſt you with delivering my beſt 
thanks to him; and that you will endeavour to perſuade 
him how extreme ſenſible of his goodneſs and generoſity 
Jam. I wiſh and ſhall pray, he may be as happy as he 
deſerves, and he cannot be more. My mother deſires 
her beſt love to him and to you, with both our ſervices 
to my couſin his wife, 

I forgot to tell you I left Sir William Temple a month 
ago, juſt as I foretold it to you; and every thing hap- 
pened thereupon exactly as I gueſſed. He was extreme 
angry I left him; and yet would not oblige himſelf any 
further than upon my good behaviour, nor would pro- 
miſe any thing firmly to me at all: ſo that every body 
judged I did beſt to leave him. I deſign to be ordained 
September next, and make what endeavours I can for 
ſomething in the church, I with it may ever lie in my 
couſin's way or your's to have intereſt to bring me in 
chaplain of the factory. 5 

If any thing offers from Dublin that may ſerve either 
to ſatisfy or divert you, I will not fail of contributing, 
and giving you conſtant intelligence from thence, of 
whatever you ſhall deſire. 1 am, &c. 


EE I TN 
Dr SwIr r to the Earl of OxrorD ®. 


W Lok, July 1. 1714. 
Hen I was with you, I have faid more than once, 
that I would never allow quality or ſtation 
| | made 


This letter was written from Berkſhire, after the DoQor had 
| wholly 
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made any real difference between men. Being now ab- 
ſent and forgotten, I have changed my mind. You 
bave a thouſand people who can pretend they love you, 
with as much appearance of ſincerity as I; fo that, ac- 
cording to common juſtice, I can have but a thouſandth 
part in return of what I give. And this difference is 
wholly owing to your ſtation. And the misfortune is 
ſill the greater, becauſe I always loved you juſt fo much 
the worſe for your ſtation. For in your public capa- 
city you have often angered me to the heart, but as a 
private man never once. So that if I only lovk towards 
myſelf, I could wiſh you a private man to-morrow. For 
I have nothing to aſk, at leaſt nothing that you will 
give, which is the ſame thing. And then you would 
fee whether 1 ſhould not with much more willingneſs 
attend you in a retirement, whenever you pleaſed to 
give me leave, than ever I did at London or Windſor. 
From theſe ſentiments I will never write to you, if I 
can help it, otherwiſe than as to a private perſon, nor 
allow myſelf to have been obliged by you in any othe 
capacity. | 
The memory of one preat inſtance of your candor 
and Juſtice I will carry to my grave; that having been 
in a manner domeſtic with you for almoſt four years, 
it was never in the power of any public or concealed 
enemy to make you think ill of me, though malice and 
envy were often employed to that end. It I live, poſte - 
. rity ſhall know that and more; which though you 
and ſome body that ſhall be nameleſs, ſeem to value 
leſs than I could wiſh, is all the return I can make 
you. Will you give me leave to ſay how I would de- 
fire to ſtand in your memory? As one who was truly 
ſenſible of the honour you did him, though he was too 
proud to be vain upon it: as one who was neither 
aſſuming, officious, nor teaſing ; who never wilfully 
miſrepreſented perſons or facts to you, nor conſulted his 
paſſions when he gave a character: and, laſtly, as one 
whole indiſcretions proceeded altogether from a weak 


- wholly quitted the miniſtry, upon finding it impoſſible to reconcile 
the miſunderſtandings between the Lord Treaſurer and the Secretary. 


Swift. 
head, 
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head, and not an ill heart. I will add one thing more, 
which is the higheſt compliment I can make, that I ne- 
ver was afraid of offending you, nor am now in any 
pain for the manner I write to you in. I have ſaid e- 
nough, and like one at your levee, having made my 
bow, I ſhrink back into the croud. I am, my Lord, 
Ec. ; 


LITT UI R HCHE 
Dr SwirT to the Earl of OxrorD. 


My Lozp, Dublin, June 14. 1737. 
Had the honour of a letter from your Lordſhip, 
dated April 7. which I was not prepared to anſwer 
until this time. Your Lordſhip muſt needs have known, 
that the hiſtory you mention of the four laſt years of 
the Queen's reign, was written at Windſor, juſt upon 
finiſhing the peace *; at which time your father and my 
Lord Bolingbroke had a miſunderſtanding with each o- 
ther, that was attended with very bad conſequences. 
When I came to Ireland to take this deanery, (after 
the peace was made), I could not ſtay here above a 
fortnight, being recalled by an hundred letters to 
haſten back, and to uſe my endeavours in reconciling 
thoſe miniſters. I left them the hiſtory you mention, 
which I had finiſhed at Windſor, to the time of the 
peace. When J returned to England, I found their 
quarrels and coldneſs increaſed ; I Jaboured to reconcile 
them as much as I was able; I contrived to bring them 
to my Lord Maſham's at St James's; my Lord and 
Lady Maſham left us together; I expoſtulated with 
them both, but could not find any good conſequences. 
I was to go to Windſor next day with my Lord Trea- 
ſurer ; I pretended buſineſs that prevented me; and fo 


The Doctor means only the firſt draught of that hiſtory : for it 
is certain, that, after the Queen's death, he ſpent a good deal of his 
time in improving and correcting it to his own taſte and liking; and 
particularly we find in a letter of the Dean's to Pope, dated Jan. 10. 
1712, [above, p. 23.] that he ſtill employed ſome part of his leiſure 
in digeſting it into order. Swift. 
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I ſent them to Windſor next day, which was Saturday, 
expecting they would come to ſome „„ +, 
But I followed them to Windſor ; where my Lord Bo- 
lingbroke told me, that my ſcheme had come to no- 
thing. Things went on at the ſame rate. They grew 
more eſtranged every day. My Lord Treaſurer found 
his credit daily declining. In May, before the Queen 
died, I had my laſt meeting with them at my Lord Ma- 
ſham's. He left us together, and therefore I ſpoke very 
freely to them both, and told them I would retire, for 
I found all was gone. Lord Bolingbroke whiſpered me, 
I was in the right. Your father ſaid, all would do 
well 1. 1 told him, that I would go to Oxford on 
Monday, fince I found it impoſſible to be of any uſe, 
I took coach to Oxford on Monday ; went to a friend 
in Berkſhire; there ſtaid till the Queen's death, and 
then to my ſtation here; where I Raid twelve years, 
and never ſaw my Lord your father afterwards. They 
could not agree about printing the hiſtory of the four 
laſt years; and therefore I have kept-it to this time, 
when I determine to publiſh it in London, to the con- 
fuſion of all thoſe ** * * who have accuſed the Queen 
and that miniſtry of making a bad peace; to which 
that party entirely owes the Proteſtant ſucceſſion. I 
was then in the greateſt truſt and confidence with your 
father the Lord Treaſurer, as well as with my Lord 
Bolingbroke, and all others who had part in the admi- 
niſtration. I had all the letters from the Secretary's of- 
fice during the treaty of peace. Out of thoſe, and what 
J learned from the miniſtry, I formed that hiſtory which 
I am now going to publiſh; for the information of 

ſterity, and to control the moſt impudent falſehoods 
which have been publiſhed ſince. I wanted no kind of 
materials. I knew your father better than you could 
at that time; and I do impartially think him the moſt 
virtuous miniſter, and the moit able, that ever I remem- 


Here is an hiatus of about half a line. The reader's imagina- 
tion can eaſily fill it up, ſo as to make the ſenſe perfect Swift. 

t This was a very common expreſſion of my Lord Treaſurer, 
88 to diſpond of any miniſter in the world. 

wift. | 
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ber to have read of. If your Lordſhip hath any parti- 
cular circumſtances that may fortify what I have ſaid in 
the hiſtory, ſuch as letters or other memorials, I am 
content they ſhould be printed at the end, by way of 
appendix. I loved my Lord your father better than any 
other man in the world, although I had no obligation 
to him on the ſcore of preferment ; having been driven 
to this wretched kingdom, to which I was almoſt a 
ſtranger, by his want of power to keep me in what I 
ought to call my own country; though Ihappened to be 
dropped here, and was a year old before I left it, and, 
to my ſorrow, did not die before I came back to it a- 
gain. I am extremely glad of the felicity you have in 
your alliances, and deſire to preſent my moſt humble 
reſpects to my Lady Oxford, and your daughter the 
Ducheſs. As to the hiſtory, it is only of affairs which 
I know very well, and had all the advantages poſſible 
to know, when you were in ſome fort but a lad. One 
great deſign of it is, to do juſtice to the miniſtry of 
that time, and to refute all the objections againſt them, 
as if they had a deſign of bringing in Popery and the 
Pretender ; and further to demonſtrate, that the preſent 
ſettlement of the crown was chiefly owing to my Lord 
your father. I can never expect to ſee England; I am 
now too old and ſickly, added to almoſt a perpetual 
deafneſs and giddineſs, I live a moſt domeſtic life; I 
want nothing that is neceſſary ; but I am in a curſed, 
factious, oppreſſed, miſerable country, not made fo by 
nature, but by the laviſh, helliſh principles of an exe- 
crable, prevailing faction in it. Farewell, my Lord; 
I have tired you and myſelf. I defire again to preſent 
my moſt humble reſpects to my Lady Oxford, and the 
Ducheſs your daughter. Pray God preſerve you long 
and happy. I ſhall diligently inquire into your conduct, 
from thoſe who will tell me. You have hitherto con- 
tinued right: let me hear that you perſevere ſo, Your 
taſk will not be long; for I am not in a condition of 
health or time to trouble this world, and I am heartily 
tired of it already; and fo ſhould be in England, which 
T hear is full as corrupt as this poor inſlaved country. I 
am, with the trueſt love and reſpect, my Lord, &c. 
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rn 
The Earl of PETER BOROW to Mr Pore. 


1732. 

Am under the greateſt impatience to ſee Dr Swift at 

Bevis Mount, and muſt ſignify my mind to him by 
another hand; it not being permitted me to hold cor- 
reſpondence with the ſaid Dean, for no letter of mine 
can come to his hands. | 

And whereas it is apparent, in this Proteſtant land, 
moſt eſpecially under the care of divine providence, that 
nothing can ſucceed, or come to a happy iſſue, but by 
bribery ; therefore let me know what he expects to com- 
ply with my deſires, and it ſhall be remitted unto him. 

For though I would not corrupt any man for the 
whole world, yet a benevolence may be given without 
any offence to conſcience. Every one mult confeſs, that 
gratification and corruption are-two diſtin terms; nay, 
at worſt, many good men bold, that, for a good end, 
ſome very naughty meaſures may be made uſe of, 

But, Sir, I muſt give you ſome good news in relation 
to myſelf, becauſe I know you wiſh me well. I am cured 
of ſome diſeaſes in my old age, which tormented mo very 
much in my youth. | 

I was poſſeſſed with violent and uneaſy paſſions, ſuch 
as a peeviſh concern for truth 4, and a ſaucy love for 
my country. | | 

When a Chriſtian prieſt preached againſt the ſpirit of 
the goſpel, when an Engliſh judge determined againſt 
Magna Charta, when the miniſter acted againſt common 
ſenſe, I uſed to fret. 

Now, Sir, let what will happen, I keep myſelf in 
temper. As I have no flattering hopes, ſo I baniſh all 
uſeleſs fears. But as to the things of this world, I find 
myſelf in a condition beyond expectation; it being evi- 


This and the following letter are taken from the 2d volume of 
Pope's letters, EAN 2 | 
f As may be ſeen from his tranſactiens with Fenwick in the year 
1696-7 Warh. 
dent, 
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dent, from a late parliamentary inquiry, that T have as 
much ready money, as much in the funds, and as great 
a perſonal eſtate, as Sir Robert S-tt-n, _ 

If the tranſlator of Homer find fault with this unhe- 
roic diſpoſition; or, what I more fear, if the draper of 
Ireland accuſe the Engliſhman of want of ſpirit; 1 — 
you both with one line out of your own Horace: 2uid 
te exempta juvat inis e pluribus una? For I take the 
whole to be ſo corrupted, that a cure in any part would 
be of little avail. | 

6 Tour, &c, 


LD XCV. 
Dr SWIFT to the Earl of PETER BOROW. 


My LorD, 
Never knew or heard of any perſon fo volatile, and 
ſo fixed as your Lordſhip. You, while your imagi- 
nation is carrying you through every corner of the world, 
where you have or have not been, can at the ſame time 
remember to do offices of favour and kindneſs to the 
meaneſt of your friends; and, in all the ſcenes you have 
paſſed, have not been able to attain that one quality 
peculiar to a great man, of forgetting every thing but- 
injuries. Of this I am a living witneſs againſt you. For 
being the molt inſignificant of all your old bumble ſer- 
vants, you were ſo cruel as never to give me time to 
alk a favour, but prevented me in doing whatever you 
thought I defired, or could be for my credit or ad- 
vantage. | | 
I have often admired at the capriciouſneſs of Fortune 
in regard to your Lordſhip. She hath forced courts to 
at apainſt their oldeſt and moſt conſtant maxims ; to 
make you a general, becauſe you had courage and con- 
duct; an ambaſſador, becauſe you bad wiſdom, and 
knowledge in the intereſts of Europe; and an admiral, 
on account of your {kill in maritime affairs. Whereas, 
according to the uſual method of court - proceedings, 1 
ſhould have been at the head of the army, and you of 
Vor. VIII. 8 the 
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the church, or rather a curate under the Dean of St Pa 

tricks. | 
The Archbiſhop of Dublin laments, that he did not 
fee your Lordlhip till he was juſt upon the point of lea - 
ving the Bath. I pray God you may have found ſuc- 
ceſs in that journey, elſe I ſhall. continue to think there 
is a fatality in all your Lordſhip's undertakings, which 
only terminate in your own honour, and the good of 
the public, without the leaſt advantage to your health 

or fortune. x | 

I remember Lord Oxford's miniſtry uſed to tell me, 
that not knowing where to write to you, they were 
forced to write at you. It is ſo with me ; for you are 
in one thing an evangelical man, that you know not 
where to lay your head, and, I think, you have no houſe. 
Pray, my Lord, write to me, that 1 may have the plea- 
ſure, in this ſcoundrel country, of going about, and 
ſhewing my depending parſons a letter from the Earl of 
Peterborow. 
| Jam, &c. 


SE T- T-'E'R Rel. 


A Monfieur Monſieur H u N r E R, gentilbomme Anglais, a 


Paris 4. F N 


has Londen, Fan. 12. 1708-9. 
"8-1 ; | 

Know no people fo ill uſed by your men of buſineſs, 
I as their intimate friends. About a fortnight after 
Mr Addiſon had received the letter you were pleaſed to 
ſend me, he firſt told me of it with an air of recollec- 
tion, and, after ten further of grace, thought fit to give 
it me; fo you know where to fx the whole blame, that 
it was no dean acknowledged. It is a delicate ex- 
pedient you priſoners have of diverting yourſelves in an 


* Hawkeſworth marks this letter No. 1. He has inſerted all thoſe 
that follow, but none of the preceding. g 

+ Col. Hunter, Governor of Virginia, who had been taken pri- 
foner by the French. 


enemy 
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enemy's country, for which other men would be hanged. 
I am conſidering, whether there be no way of diſturb- 
ing your quiet, by writing ſome dark matter, that.may 
give the French court a jealouſy of you. I ſuppoſe Mon- 
ſieur Chamillard, or ſome of his commiſſaries, muſt have 
this letter interpreted to them, before it comes to your 
hands; and therefore I here think good to warn them, 
that, if they exchange you under ſix of their lieutenant- 
generals, they will be loſers by the bargain. But that 
they may not miſtake me, I do not mean as Viceroy de 
Virginia, mais comme le Colonel Hunter. I would adviſe 
you to be very tender of your honour, and not fall in 
love: becauſe I have a ſeruple, whether you can keep 
your parole, if you become a priſoner to the ladies; at 
leaſt it will be a ſcandal for a free Briton to drag two 
chains at once. I preſume you have the liberty of Pa- 
ris, and fifty miles round, and have a very light pair 
of fetters, contrived to ride or dance in, and fee Ver- 
failles, and every place elſe, except St Germains, 1 
hear the ladies call you already notre priſennier Hunter, 
le plus honntte gargon du monde. Wilt you French yet 
own us Britons to be a brave people? Will they allow 
the Duke of Marlborough to be a great general? Or, 
are they all as partial as their gazetteers? Have you 
yet met any French colonel, whom you remember to 
have formerly knocked from his horſe, or ſhivered at 
leaſt a launce againſt his breaſtplate? Do you know 
the wounds you have given, when you fee the ſcars ? 
Do you ſalute your old enemies, with Stetimus lela aſpe- 
ra Contra, contulimuſque manus. Vos ſaves que—Monjiear 
4 Addiſon, notre bon ami, eft fait ſecretaire d'etat d Ire- 
lande. And unleſs you make haſte over, and get me my 
Virginian biſhopric, he will perſuade me to go with 
him; for the Vienna proje& is off; which is a great diſ- 
appointment to the deſign had, of diſplaying my poli- 
tics at the Emperor's court. I do not like the ſubject 
you have aſſigned me to entertain you with. Crauder 
is lick, to the comfort of all quiet people, and Fraud is 
revear à peindre. Mr Addiſon and I often drink your 
health; and this day I did it with Will Pate, a certain 
adorer of your's, who is both a bel eſprit and a woollen- 
dra per. The Whigs carry all before them; and how 

S 2. far 
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far they will purſue their victories, we under-rate 
Whigs can hardly tell. I have not yet obſerved the 
Tories noſes: their number is not to be learned by tell. 
ing of noſes; for every Tory bas not a noſe. —It is a 
loſs, you are not here to partake of three weeks froſt, 
and eat ginger-bread in a booth, by a fire upon the 
Thames. Mrs Floyd * looked out with both her eyes, 
and we had one day's thaw ; but ſhe drew in her head, 
and it now freezes as hard as ever. As for the convo- 
cation, the Queen thought fit to prorogue it, though at 
the expence of Dr Atterbury's diſpleaſure, who was de- 
ſigned their prolocutor, and is now raging at the diſ- 
appointment. I amuſe myſelf ſometimes with writing 
verſes to Mr Finch, and ſometimes with projects for uni - 
ting of parties, which I perfe& over night, and burn in 
the morning. Sometimes Mr Addiſon and I ſteal to a 
pint of bad wine, and wiſh for no third perſon but you ; 
who, if you were with us, would never be fatisfied 
without three more. You know, I believe, that poor 
Dr Gregory is dead, and Keil ſollicits to be his ſucceſſor. 
But party reaches even to lines and circles ; and he will 
hardly carry it, being reputed a Tory, which yet he 
utterly denies. We are here nine times madder after 
operas than ever ; and have got a new Caſtrato from 
Italy, called Nice/ini, who exceeds Valentini, I know 
not how many bars length. Lord Somers and Halifax 
are as well as buſy ſtateſmen can be in parliament-time, 
Lord Dorſet is no body's favourite but your's, and Mr 
Prior's, who has lately dedicated his book of poems to 
him, which is all the preſs has furniſhed us of any value 
ſince you went. Mr Pringle, a gentleman of Scotland, 
ſucceeds Mr Addiſon in the ſecretary's office; and Mr 
Shute, a notable young Preſbyterian gentleman, under 
thirty years old, is made a commiſſioner of the cuſtoms. 
This is all I can think of, either public or private, worth 
telling you: perhaps you have heard“ part, or all of 
both, from other hands; but you muſt be content. 


The lady whom the author here compliments, by putting her 
name for that of the ſun, was Mrs Biddy Floyd, to whom he ad- 
dic{:1 a ſhort but elegant copy of verſes about a year before. See 
vol. 6. p. 107. Hawhkeſ. | 
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Pray let us know what hopes we have of ſeeing you, 
and how ſoon ; and be fo kind, or juſt, to believe me 


always 
Tour maſt faithful, 
bumble ſervant, 
55 Jo x. SWI r. | 


P. S. Mr Steele preſents his moſt humble ſervice to 
you; and I cannot forbear telling you of your mechan- 
cete, to impute the letter of enthuſiaſm to me, when 1 
have ſome good reaſons to think the author is now at 
Paris. | 


L TT ER 'xEvin 
A Monſieur Monſieur HUNTER, gentilhomme Angles, a 


Paris. 


| London, March 22. 1708-9. 
S$1R, inte 
1 AM very much obliged to you for the favour of a 

kind reproach you ſent me, in a letter to Mr Addi- 
fon, which he never told me of till this day, and that 
accidentally : but I am glad at the ſame time, that I 
did not deſerve it, having ſent you a long letter, in re- 
turn to that you was pleaſed to honour me with; and 
it is a pity it ſhould be loſt; for, as I remember, it was 
full of the dies fabulas, and ſuch particularities as do not 
uſually find place in news-papers. Mr Addiſon bas been 
fo taken up for ſome months, in the amphibious cireum- 
ſtances of premier c to my Lord Sunderland, and 
ſecretary of (tate for Ireland, that he is the worſt man 
I know, either to convey an idle letter, or deliver what 
be receives; ſo that I defign, when I truſt him with this, 
to give him a memorial along with it; for if my former 
has miſcarried, I am half perſuaded to give him the 
blame. I find you a little lament your bondage; and 
indeed, in your caſe, it requires a good ſhare of philo- 
ſophy. But, if you will not be angry, I believe 1 may 
have been the cauſe you are ſtill a priſoner ; for I ima- 
8 3 gine 
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gine my former letter was intercepted by the French 
court; when the Moſt Chriſtian King reading one paſ- 
ſage in it, (and duly conſidering the weight of the per - 
ſon who wrote it), where I ſaid, if the French under- 
ſtood your value as well as we do, he would not ex- 
change you for Count Tallard, and all the Delris of 
Blenheim. together; for, I muſt confeſs, I did not rally 
when I ſaid fo. 

I hear your good ſiſter, the Queen of Pomunki, waits 
with impatience till you are reſtored to your dominions; 
and that your rogue of a viceroy returns money faſt for 
England, againſt the time he muſt retire from his govern- 
ment. Mean time, Philips writes verſes in a ſledge up- 
on the frozen ſea, and tranſmits them hither,.to thrive 
in our warmer clime, under the ſhelter of my Lord Dor- 
ſet. I could fend you a great deal of news from the 
republica Grubſtireetaria, which was never in greater 
altitude, though I have been of late but a ſmall contri- 
butor. A cargo of ſplinters from the Arabian rocks 
have been lately ſhipwrecked in the Thames, to the ir- 
reparable damage of the virtuoſi. Mrs long and I are 
fallen out. I ſhall not trouble you with the cauſe ; but 
don't you think her altogether in the wrong? But Mrs 
Barter is ſtill. in my good graces. I deſign to make her 
tell me when you are to be redeemed, and will ſend you 
word. There's it now; you think Lam in jeſt : but 
I aſſure you, the beſt intelligence I get of public affairs 
is from ladies; for the miniſters never tell me any thing: 
and Mr Addiſon is nine times more ſecret to me than 
any body elſe, becauſe I have the happineſs to be thought 
his friend. The company at St James's coffeehouſe is 
as bad as ever, but it is not quite ſo good. The beau- 
ties you left are all gone off this froſt, and we have got 
a new ſet for ſpring ; of which Mrs Chetwynd and Mrs 
Worſley are the principal. The vogue of operas holds 
up wonderfully, though we have had them a year; but! 
deſign to ſet up a party among the wits, to run them 
down, by next winter, if true Engliſh caprice does not 
interpoſe, to ſave us the labour. Mademoiſelle Span- 
heim is going to marry my Lord Fitzhardivg ; at leaſt [ 
have heard ſo ; and, if you find it otherwiſe at your re- 
turn, the conſequences may poſſibly be ſurvived. How- 
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ever, you may tell it the Paris gazetteer, and.let me 
have the pleaſure to read a lie of my own ſending. I 
ſuppoſe you have heard, that the town has Ioſt an old 
Duke, and recovered a mad Ducheſs. The Duke of 
Marlborough has at length found an enemy that dares 
face him, and which he will certainly fly before with the 
firſt opportunity ; and we are all of opinion, it will be 
his wiſeſt courſe to do ſo. Now, the way to be prodi- 
giouſly witty, would be by keeping you in folvend, and 
not letting you know, that this enemy is nothing but 
this north-eaſt wind, which ſtops his voyage to Hol- 
land, — This letter going in Mr Addiſon's packet, will, 
I hope, have better luck than the former. I ſhall go 
for Ireland ſome time in ſummer, being not able to make 
my friends in the miniſtry conſider my merits, or their 
promiſes, enough to keep me here ; ſo that all my hopes 
now terminate in my biſhoprick of Virginia. In the 
mean time, I hold faſt my claim to your promile of cor- 
reſponding with me, and that you will henceforward 
addreſs your letter for me, at Mr Steele's office at the 
Cockpit, who has promiſed his care in conveying them. 
Mr Domvil is now at Geneva, and ſends me word, he 
is become a convert to the Whigs, by obſerving the 
good and ill effects of freedom and ſlavery abroad. 

I am.now with Mr Addiſon, and whom Lhave fifty 
times drank your health ſince you left us. He is hur- 
rying away. for Ireland, and I can at preſent: lengthen 
my letter no farther; and I am not certain whether 
you will have-any from him or no, till he gets for. Ire- 
land. However, he commands me to aſſure you of his 
humble ſervice ; and I pray God too much buſineſs may 
not ſpoil 4 plus honnete homme du monde; for it is certain, 
which of a man's good talents he employs on; buſineſs, 
muſt be detracted from his converſation. I cannot write 
longer in ſo good company, and therefore conclude 


Your moſt faithful, 
and mol humble ſervant, 


J. SWIFT» 
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LETTER XCVIIL 
Dr Swirr to Dr Wiltian RIx c, Arcbbiſbop of Dublin. 


My Loxp, Londen, O8. 10. 1710. 
Had the honour of your Grace's letter of Septem- 
ber 16. ; but I was in no pain to acknowledge it, 
nor ſhall be at any other time, until I have ſomething 
that I think worth troubling you ; becauſe I know how 
much an inſignificant letter is worſe than none at all. 
I had likewiſe your memorial *, &c. in another packet. 
I ſhould have been glad the biſhops had been here; 
although I take biſhops to be the worſt ſolicitors in the 
world, except for themſelves. They cannot give them- 
felves the little trouble of attendance, that other men 
are content to ſwallow; elſe, I am fore, their two 
Lordſhips might have ſucceeded eater, than men of my 
level are likely to do. | 
As ſoon as I received the packets from your Grace, I 
went to wait upon Mr Harley . I had prepared him 
before by another hand where he was very intimate ; 
and got myſelf repreſented (which I might juſtly do) as 
one extremely ill uſed by the laſt miniſtry after ſome 
obligations, becauſe I refuſed to go certain lengths they 
would have me. This happened to be in ſome fort Mr 
Harley's own caſe. He had heard very often of me, 
and received me with the greateſt marks of kindneſs and 
eſteem ; as I was whiſpered he would ; and the more 
upon the ill uſage I had met with. I fat with him two 
hours among company,. and two hours we were alone ; 
where J told him my buſineſs, and gave him the hiſtory 
of it: which he heard as I could with, and declared he 
would do his utmoſt to effect it. I told him the diffi- 
culties we met with by Lord Lieutenants and their ſe- 
cretaries ; who would not ſuffer others to ſolicit, and 


A memorial of the biſhops and clergy of Ireland, concerning the 
firſt· fruits and twentieth parts. 


+ Lord High Treaſurer of England, created afterwards Earl of 
Oxford, 
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neglected it themſelves, He fell in with me entirely; 
and faid, neither they nor himſelf ſhould have the me- 
rit of it, but the Queen, to whom he would ſhew my 
memorial with the firſt opportunity, in order, if poſ- 
ſible, to have it done in this interregnum. I ſaid, the 
honour and merit, next to the Queen, would be his ; 
that it was a great encouragement to the biſhops, 
that he was in the treaſury, whom they knew to be the 
chief adviſer of the Queen to grant the ſame favour in 
England ; that confequently the honour and merit were 
nothing to him, who had done ſo much greater things; 
and that, for my part, I thought he was obliged to the 
clergy of Ireland, for giving him an opportunity of gra- 
tifying the pleaſure he rook in doing good to the church. 
He took my compliment extremely well, and renewed 
his promiſes. Your Grace will pleaſe to know, that, 
beſides the firſt-fruits, I told him of the crown- rents; 
and ſhewed the nature and value of them; but faid, my 
opinion was, that the convocation had not mentioned 
them in their petition to the Queen, delivered to Lord 
Wharton “ with the addrefs, becauſe they thought the 
times would not then bear it; but that I looked on my- 
ſelf to have a diſcretionary power to ſolicit it in fo fa- 
vourable a junture, 

I had two memorials ready of my own drawing up, 
as ſhort as poſſible, ſhewing the nature of the thing, and 
how long it had been depending, &c. One of theſe 
memorials had a paragraph at the end relating to the 
crown-rents. I would have given him the laſt ; but I 
gave him the other ; which he immediately read, and 
promiſed to ſecond both with his beſt offices to the 
Queen. As I have placed that paragraph in my memo» 
rial, it can do no harm, and may poſſibly do good. 
However, I beg your Grace to ſay nothing of it ; but if 
it dieth, let it die in filence: we muſt take up with 
what we can pet. | 

I forgot to tell your Grace, that when I ſaid I was 
impowered, &c, he deſired to ſee my powers: and then 
I heartily wiſhed them more ample than they were +: 
and 1 have ſince wondered, what ſcruple a number of 


* Then Lord Lieutenant of Leland. ; 
biſhops 
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biſhops could have to impower a clergyman to do the 
church and them a ſervice, without any imagination of 
intereſt for himſelf. 
Mr Harley has invited me to dine with him to-day : 
but I ſhall not put him upon this diſcourſe ſo ſoon. If he 
begins it himſelf, I ſhall add it at the bottom of this. 
He ſays, Mr Secretary St John “ deſired to be acquaint- 
ed with me, and that he will bring us together. That 
may be a further help ; although I told him, I had no 
thoughts of applying to any but himſelf; wherein he 
differed from me, and defired I would ſpeak to others, 
if it were but for form ; and ſeemed to mean, as if he 
would avoid the envy of being thought to do ſuch a 
thing alone. But an old courtier (an intimate friend) 
adviſed me ſtill to let him know, I relied wholly upon 
his good inclinations, and credit with the Queen, Te, 
I find I am forced to ſay all this very confuſedly, juſt 
as it lieth in my memory; but perhaps it may give your 
Grace a truer idea how matters are, than if I had writ 
in more order. 
7 Ia, &c. | 

JONATHAN SWIFT. 


LETTER XCIx. 
The Archbiſhop to Dr SWI r. 


Reverend SIR, Dublin, Oct. 16. 1710. 
Thank you for your's of the 1oth inſtant, and ſend 
you incloſed a farther power by my Lord Primate 
and me. My Lord is not able to come to town ; which 
obliged me to wait on him at Johnſton, and hindered 
the joining of two or three biſhops in it, who are yet 
in town: but I ſuppoſe our ſigning is ſufficient, I went 
in the morning to wait on his Grace, and intended, 
when he had figned it, to have applied to other biſhops; 
but he was abroad taking the air, and I could not get 
it until it was late, and thought it better to ſign and 
fend it as it is, than wait for another poſt. You may 


I 


* Afterwards created Lord Viſcount Bolingbroke, 
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expect by the next a letter to his Grace of Canterbury, 
and another to the Archbiſhop of York. I appriſed 
them both of the buſineſs. The latter, if I remember 
right, ſpoke to her Majeſty about it. I am not ſure 
that her Majeſty remembers what I ſaid on that ſubject; 
but am ſure ſhe was pleaſed to ſeem ſatisfied with it, and 
to ſcruple only the time: I ſuppoſe, not thinking it fit 
to confer the favour ſhe deſigned the clergy of Ireland 
by the hands it muſt then have paſſed through ; but 
ſaid, that in the interval of a change, or abſence of a 
chief governor, it ſhould be done. I hope now is the 
proper time, and that her Majeſty will rather follow 
the dictates of her own bountiful inclinations, than the 
intrigues of cunning covetous counſellors, 

I thought to have troubled you with a great many 
things; but ſuch a croud of viſitors have broken in up- 
on me before I could lock my gates, that I am forced 
to break off abruptly, recommending you to Gop's 


care, 
Jan, e. 
WILLIAM, Dublin. 


LE RR LS RE 
The Lord Primate * and Archbiſbop of Dublin to Dr Sw1et: 


SIX, 8 Dublin, OB. 24. 1710. 

WIV directed a letter to the biſnops of Oſſory and 

Killaloo laſt Auguſt, deſiring and impowering 
them to ſolicit the affair of our firſt- fruits and twentieth 
parts with her Majeſty; which hath depended fo long, 
notwithſtanding her Majeſty's good intentions, and ſe- 
veral promiſes of the chief governors here to lay our 
addreſſes before her Majeſty in the beſt manner. We 
were then apprehenſive, that thoſe biſhops might re- 
turn from England before the buſineſs could be effected; 
and therefore we defired them to concern you in it ; 
having ſo good aſſurance of your ability, prudence, and 
fitneſs to proſecute ſuch a matter. We find the biſhops 


* Dr Narciſſus Marſh, = 
return 
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returned before you came to London, for which we are 
very much concerned; and judging this the moſt proper 
time to proſecute it with ſucceſs, we intreat you to 
take the full management of it into your hands; and do 
commit the care of ſoliciting it to your diligence and 
prudence ; deſiring you to let us kaow from time to 
time what progreſs is made in it. And if any thing far- 


ther be neceſſary on our part, on your intimation we. 


ſhall be ready to do what ſhall be judged reaſonable. 
This, with our prayers for the good ſucceſs of your 
endeavours, is all from, | 


3 TK. 
Your, &c. 


NarctssVs, Armagh. 
WILLIAM, Dublin, 


W * 
e 


The Archbiſhop of Dublin to Dr Swi1FT. 


S 1 R, | Dublin, Dec. 16. 1710. 
His is to acknowledge the receipt of your's of the 
zoth paſt, which came not to my hands till 
Thurſday laſt, by reaſon of winds that kept the packets 

on the other ſide. | 

I find the matter of our firſt-fruits, Sc. is talked of 
now. I reckon on nothing certain, till her Majeſty's 
letter comes in form; and quære, why ſhould not you 
come, and bring it with you? It would make you a 
very. welcome clergyman to Ireland, and be the beſt 
means to ſatisfy mankind how it was obtained, although 
I think that will be out of diſpute, I am very well ap- 
priſed of the diſpatch you gave this affair, and well 
pleaſed, that I judged better of the perſon fit to be 
employed than ſome of my brethren. But now it is 
done, as I hope it is effeQually, they will afſume as 
much as their neighbours ; which I ſhall never con- 

tradi, | : | 
Things are taking a new turn here, as well as with 
you; and | am of opinion, by the time you come here, 
tew 
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few will profeſs themſelves Whig; The greateſt dan- 
ger I apprehend, and which terriſies me more than per- 
haps you will be able to imagine, is the fury and indiſ- 
cretion of ſome of our own people, who never had any 
merit; but by imbroiling things they did, and I am a- 
fraid will yet do miſchief. 
I heartily recommend you to God's favour ; 
And am, &c. | 
WILLIAM, Dublis, 


N. B. Dr Swift uſed bis credit with the miniſtry for 
the benefit of the church of Ireland, ſo heartily and ſo effece 
tually at this critical time, that be procured a grant from 
the Queen for exonerating the clergy of Ireland from paying 
twentieth parts, dated the ſeventh of February one thou- 


and ſeven hundred and ten; and another grant, bearing the 


ſame date, to Narciſſus Lord Archbiſhop of Armagh, Sir Con- 
fantine Phipps, Lord High Chancellor of Ireland, William 
Lord Archbiſhop of Dublin, Fobn Lord Archbiſhop of Tuam, 
and others, of the firſi-fruits payable out of all ecclefiaſlical 
benefices, in truſt to be for ever applied towards purchaſing 
glebes, and building refidentiary houſes for poor-endawed 
vic art.. | 

The fucce/s of which charitable fund hitherto may be ſeen 
in the printed pampblet containing an account of the firſi-fruits 
of Ireland. 


LET TER CE 
The Archbiſhop to Dr Sw Ir r. 


S IX, Landon, Suffoll. reet, Now. 22. 1716. 
Read your's of the 13th inſtant with great fatisfac- 
tion. It is not only an advantage to you and me, 

that there ſhould be a good correſpondence between us, 
but alſo to the public; and I aſſure you I had much ado 
to perſuade people here, that we kept any tolerable 
meaſures with one another ; much leſs, that there was 
any thing of a good intelligence: and therefore you 
judged right, that it ought not to be ſaid, that in fo 
many months I had not received any letter from you. 
Vor. VIII. | 


N 
| 
{ 
| 
| 
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I do a little admire, that thoſe that ſhould be your 
faſteſt friends, ſhould be ſo oppoſite to acknowledge the 
ſervice you did in procuring the twentieth parts and firſt 
Fruits, I know no reaſon for it, except the zeal I (hew- 
ed to do you juſtice.in that particular from the beginning. 
But ſince I only did it, as obliged to bear teſtimony to 
the truth, in a matter which 1 certainly knew, and 
would have done the ſame for the worſt enemy I had in 
the world; I ſee no reaſon why you ſhould ſuffer, be- 
cauſe I among others was your witneſs. But be not 
concerned: ingratitude is warranted by modern and an- 
cient cuſtom ; and it is more honour for a man to have 
it aſked, why he had not a ſuitable return to his merits, 
than why he was overpaid? Benefacere et male audire, 
is the lot of the beſt men. If calumny or ingratitude 
could have put me out of my way, Gop knows where 


I ſhould have wandered by this time. 


I am glad the buſineſs of St Nicholas“ is over any 
way. My inclination was Mr Wall ; that I might have 
Joined the vicarage of Caſtleknock to the prebend of 
Malahidart ; which would have made a good proviſion 
for one man, ſerved the cures better, and yielded more 
then to the incumbent, than it can do now, when in 
different hands. But I could not compaſs it without u- 
ſing more power over my clergy, than I am willing to 
exert. But as I am thankful to you for your conde- 
ſcenſion in that affair; ſo I will expect, that thoſe with 
whom you have complied, ſhould ſhew their ſenſe of it 
by a mutual return of the like compliance, when there 
ſhall be occaſion. Such reciprocal kind offices are the 

round of mutual confidence and friendſhip, and the 
Reel that keeps them alive: and I think, nothing can 
contribute more to our common eaſe, and the public 
good, than maintaining theſe between you and me, and 
with the clergy. | | | 

We have a ſtrong report, that my Lord Bolingbroke 
will return here, and be pardoned ; certainly it muſt 


The Dean and chapter of St Patrick's are the appropriators of 
that church, and have the right of beſtowing the cure on whom they 
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not be for nothing. I hope he can tell no ill ſtory of 


Ou. 


I add only my prayers for you; and am, 
SIX, a | 
Your moſt humble ſervant, and brother, 


WILLIAM, Dublin. 


LETTER Clill. 
Dr Sw Ir r to the Archbiſhop of Dublin. 


My Lokp, Trim, Dec. 16. 1716. 

I Should be ſorry to ſee my Lord Bolingbroke follows 

ing the trade of an informer ; becauſe he is a per- 
{on for whom I always had, and ſtill continue, a very 
great. love and eſteem. For I think, as the reſt of 
mankind do, that informers are a deteſtable race of 
people, although they may be ſometimes neceſſary. Be- 
ſides, I do not ſee, whom his Lordſhip can inform a- 
gainſt, except himſelf, He was three or four days at the 
court of France, while he was ſecretary ; and it is bare- 
ly poſſible, he might then have entered into ſome deep 
negotiation with the pretender ; although I would not 
believe him, if he ſhould ſwear it; becauſe he proteſſed to 
me, that he never ſaw him but once; and that was at a 
great diſtance, in public, at an opera. As to any others 
of the miniſtry at that time, I am confident he cannot 
accuſe them; and that they will appear as innocent with 
relation to the pretender, as any who are now at the 
helm. And as to myſelf, if I were of any importance, 
I ſhould be very eaſy under ſuch an accuſation; much 
eaſter, than I am to think your Grace imagineth me in 
any danger, or that Lord Bolingbroke ſhould have any 
ill ſtory to tell of me. He knoweth, and loveth, and 
thinketh too well of me, to be capable of ſuch an ac- 
tion, But J am ſurpriſed to think your Grace could 
talk, or act, or correſpond with me for ſome years paſt ; 
while you muſt needs believe me a moſt falſe and vile 
man; declaring to you = all occaſions my — 
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the pretender, and yet privately engaged with a miniſtry 
to bring him in; and therefore warning me to look to 
myſelf, and prepare my defence againſt a falſe BRO- 
THER, coming over to diſcover ſuch ſecrets as would 
hang me. Had there ever been the leaſt owerture or i- 
tent of bringing in the pretender, during my acquaintance 
with the miniſtry, I think I muſt have been very ſtupid 
not to have picked out ſome diſcoveries or ſuſpicions, 
And although I am not ſure I ſhould have turned in- 
former, yet I am certain I ſhould have dropt ſome ge- 
neral cautions, and immediately have retired. When 
people ſay, things were not ripe at the Queen's death, 
they ſay, they know not what. Things were rotten : 
and had the miniſters any ſuch thoughts, they ſhould 
ha ve begun three years before; and they who ſay other- 
wile, underſtand nothing of the ſtate of the kingdom at 
that time. | 
But whether I am miſtaken or no in other men, I beg 
your Grace to believe, that I am not miſtaken in my- 
felf, I always profeſſed to be again the pretender ; and 
am ſo fill, And this is not to make my court, (which 
I know is vain) z for I own myſelf full of doubts, fears, 
and diſſa t isfactions; which I think on as ſeldom as I can: 
yet if I were of any value, the public may ſafely rely on 
my loyalty ; becauſe I look upon the coming of the pretender 
as a preater evil, than any we are like to ſuffer under 
the worſt Whig miniſtry that can be found. 

F have not ſpoke or thought ſo much of party theſe 
two years ; nor could any thing have tempted me to it 
but the grief I have in ſtanding ſo ill in your Grace's 
opinion. I beg your Grace's bleſſing ; 

And am, &c. 
JoNATHAN SWIFT. 


DB:T:7;R R 0); 
Dr SwIr Tr t Dr SHERIDAN. 
yy R, | Dec. 14. 1719. nine at night. 


T is impoſſible to know by your letter whether the 
wine is to be bottled to-morrow, or no. 


If 
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If it be, or be not, why did not you in plain Engliſh 
tell us ſo? d * X 

For my part, it was by mere chance I came to fit 
with the ladies * this nighr. - 

And if they had not told me there was a letter from 
you, and your man Alexander had not gone, and come 
back from the deanery, and the boy here had not been 
ſent to let Alexander know I was here, I ſhould have 
miſſed the letter outright. | 

Truly I don't know who's bound to be ſending for 
corks to ſtop your bottles, with a vengeance. 

Make a page of your own age, and ſend your man 
Alexander to buy corks, for Saunders already has gone 
above ten jaunts. 

Mrs Dingley and Mrs Johnſon ſay, truly they don't 
care for your wife's company, though they like your 
wine ; but they had rather have it at their own houſe 
to drink in quiet, F 

However, they own it is very civil in Mr Sheridan to 
make the offer ; and they cannot deny it. 

I wiſh Alexander ſafe at St Catherine's to-night, with 
all my heart and foul, upon my word and honour. 

But I think it baſe in you to ſend a poor fellow out 
ſo late at this time of year, when one would not turn 
out a dog that one valued; I appeal to your friend Mr 
Conna. 

I would preſent my bumble ſervice to my Lady 
Mountcaſhel ; but truly I thought ſhe would have made 
advances to have been acquainted with me, as ſhe pre- 
tended. | | a 

But now I can write no more, for you ſee plainly my 
paper is ended. 


Your letter you'd dated, 
Much plague it created, 


* Mrs Dingley and Mrs Johnſton, who lived at a little diſtance 
from the deanery. 

Swift was reſident at the deanery when this letter was written, of 
which every paragraph ends with a rhyme. And, 

Sheridan was at his country-houſe, called Quilca, in the county of 
Cayan, about cight miles from in. Hawhkeſ, 
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I ſeolded and rated, 

My foul is much grated, 
For your man long waited. 
I think you are fated, 

Like a bear to be baited: 
Your man is belated, 

The caſe I have ſlated, 

And me you have cheated. 
My flable's unſlated, 

Come back t us well freighted ; 
1 remember my late-bead, 
And wiſh you tranſlated, 


* 


For teafing s. 


2 P. S. Mrs Dingley, 
Defires me fingly, 
Her ſervice to preſent you, 
Hopes that will content you; 
But Jobnſon Madam 
1s grown a fad dame, 
For want of your converſe, 
And cannot ſend one verſe. 


2 S. You keep ſuch a twattling 
With you and your bottling, 
But I fee the ſum total, 

We Hall ne'er have one bottle; 

The long and the Short, 

We ſhall not have a quart. 

1 wiſh you would fign't, 

That we may have a pint. 
For all your colloguang, 

Id be glad of a knogging : 

But I doubt tis a ſham, 

You won't give us a dram. 


*Tis of ſhine, a mouth moonfull, 
Ton win't part with a ſpoonfull, 


Let. 104. 


| 


[Vida, 
[Rule 34 
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And I muſt be nimble, 
If T can fill my thimbles 
You fee I won't flop, 
Till I come to a drop; 
| But ] doubt the oraculum 
Is a poor ſupernaculum ; 
T bough perhaps you may tell it 
For a grace, if aue ſmell it. 
| STELLA 


L'E T-T; IA. U 
Dr SwirT to Dr SHERIDAN. 


Dublin, Dec. 22. 1722. 

Hat care we, whether you ſwim or fink? Is 

this a time to talk of boats, or a time to fail in 

them, when I am ſhuddering.? or a time to build boat- 
houſes, or pay for carriage? No; but towards ſum» 
mer, I promiſe hereby under my hand to ſubſcribe a 
(guinea *) ſhilling for one; or, if you pleaſe me, what 
is blotted out, or ſomething thereabouts ; and the la- 
dies ſhall ſubſcribe three thirteens betwixt them, and 
Mrs Brent a penny, and Robert and Archy halfpence 
a piece, and the old man and woman a farthing each: 
in ſhort, I will be your colleQor, and we will fend it 
down full of wine, a fortnight before we go at Whit- 
ſuntide. You will make eight thouſand blunders in 
your planting ; and who can help it? for I cannot be 
with you, My horſes eat hay, and I hold my viſita- 
tion on January 7 juſt in the midſt of Chriſtmas, Mrs 
Brent is angry, and ſwears as much as a fanatic can do, 
that ſhe will tubſcribe ſixpence to your boat, — Well, 
I ſhall be a country-man when you are not. We are 
now at Mr Fad's, with Dan and Sam; and I ſteal out 
While they are at cards, like a lover writing to his mi- 
ſtreſs. We have no news in our town. The ladies 
have left us to-day ; and I promiſed them, that you 


® The word guinea is ſtruck through with a pen in the copy. 
* 
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would carry your club to Arſellagh, when you are weary 
of one another. You expreſs your happineſs with grief 
in one hand, and forrow in the other. What fowl have 
you but the weep? what. hares, but Mrs Mackfeden's 
grey hairs? what peaſe but your own? Your mutton 
and your weather are both very bad, and fo is your 
wether-mutton. Wild fowl is what we like. 
How will this letter get to you ? A fortnight good 
from this morning. You will find Quilca not the thing 
it was laſt Auguſt; no body to reliſh the lake ; no body 
to ride over the downs; no trout to be caught; no 
dining over a well ; no night heroics, no morning-e- 
pics ; no ſtolen hour when the wife is gone; no crea- 
ture to call you names. Poor miſerable Mr Sheridan ! 
No blind harpers } no journeys to Rantavan! Anſwer 
all this, and be my magnus Apollo. We have new plays 
and new libels, and nothing valuable is old but Stella, 
whoſe bones ſhe recommends to you. Dan“ deſires to 
know whether you ſaw the advertiſement of your being 
robbed. — And ſo J conclude, 


Your's, &c. 
W 


— 


LETTER ' CVE 
Dr SwirT to Dr SHERIDAN. 


Cionfert, Aug. 3. 1723. 

O; I cannot poſſibly be with you fo foon ; there 

are too many rivers, bogs, and mountains be- 
tween : beſides, when J leave this, I ſhall make one or 
two ſhort viſits in my way to Dublin, and hope to be 
in town by the end of this month ; though it will be a 
bad time, in the hurry of your louſy p——t. Your 
dream is wrong; for this biſhop f is not able to lift a 
cat upon my ſhoulders. But if you are for a curacy of 
twenty-five pounds a-year, and ride five miles every 
Sunday, to preach to fix beggars, have at you, And 


The Reverend Mr Dan. Jackſon. 


+ Dr Theophilus Bolton, afterwards Biſhop of Elphin, and Arch- 
biſtop of Catel. 9933 p of Elphin, 


yet 
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yet this is no ill country; and the Biſhop has made in 
four months twelve miles of ditches, from his houſe to 
the Shannon, if you talk of improving. How are you 
this moment? Do you love or hate Quilca the moſt of 
all places? Are you in or out of humour with the world, 
your friends, your wife, and your ſchool! Are the la- 
dies in town or in the country ! If I knew, I would write 
to them, and how are they in health? Quilca (let me 
ſee) (you ſee I can (if I pleaſe) make parentheſes as well 
as others) is about a hundred miles from Clonfert; and 
Jam half weary with the four hundred I have rode. 
With love and ſervice, and fo adieu. : x 
| Your's, &c. 


LET: Bic: - EV 
Dr SwirT t Dr SHERIDAN. 


Jan. 25. 1725. 
1 Have a packet of letters, which I intended to ſend by 
Molly, who hath been ſtopt three days by the bad 
weather; but now I will fend them by the poſt to- mor- 
row to Kells, and incloſed to Mr Tickell ; there is 
one to you, and one to James Stopford. 

I can do no work this terrible weather ; which hath 
put us all ſeventy times out of patience.— I have been 
deaf nine days, and am now pretty well recovered again. 

Pray defire Mr Stanton 4 and Worral ||, to continue 
giving themſelves ſome trouble with Mr Prat ** ; but 
let it ſucceed or not, I hope I ſhall be eaſy. 
„Mrs Johnſon ſwears it will rain till Michaelmas. She 
1s ſo pleaſed with her pick- ax, that ſhe wears it faſtened 
to her girdle on her left fide, in balance with her watch. 
The lake is ſtrangely overflown, and we are deſperate 
about turf, being forced to buy it three miles off: and 


: This ſeems to be written from Quilca. 2 * 
omas Tickell, Eſq; a very ingenious ctary to t 
. 
t Dr Stanton, a maſter in chancery. 
} Reverend Mr Jobn Worral, the Dean's vicar. 
** Deputy Vice-treaſurer of Ireland. 


Mrs 
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Mrs Johnſon (God belp her) gives you many a curſe, 
Your maſon is come, but cannot yet work upon your 
garden, Neither can I agree with him about the great 
wall. For the reſt, wide the letter you will have on 
Monday, if Mr Tickell uſes you well. 

The news of this country is, that the maid you ſent 
down, John Farelly's fiſter, is married; but the portion 
and ſettlement are yet a ſecret, The cows here never 
give milk on Midſummer-eve *. 5 

You would wonder, what carking and caring there is 

among us for ſmall beer, and lean mutton, and ſtarved 
lamb, and ſtopping gaps, and driving cattle from the 
corn. In that we are all-to-be- Dingleyed. 

The ladies room ſmokes ; the. rain_ drops from the 
ſkies into the kitchen ; our ſervants eat and drink like 
the devil, and pray for rain, which entertains them at 
cards and ſleep; which are much lighter than ſpades, 
ſledges, and crows. Their maxim is, 


Eat like. a Turk, 

Sleep like a dormouſe ; 
Be laſt at work, 

At wviftuals foremoſt, 


Which is all at preſent ; hoping you and your good fa- 
mily are well, as we, &c. are all at this preſent wri- 
ting, Cc. | 

Robin has juſt carried out a load of bread and cold 
meat for breakfaſt. This is their way; but now a cloud 
hangs over them, for fear it ſhould hold up, and the 
clouds blow off. 

I write on till Molly comes in for the letter. O, 
what a drapple-tail will ſhe be before ſhe gets to Du- 
blin! I wiſh ſhe may not happen to fall upon her back 
by the way. „ | | 
I affirm againſt Ariſtotle, that cold and rain congre- 
gate homogenes; for they gather together you and your 
crew, at whiſt, punch, and claret, Happy weather 
for Mrs Mau, Betty, and Stopford, and all true lovers 
of cards and lazineſs. 


* Being the time maids go out to try pranks about their ſweet- 
hearts. Hawkeſ. | 1 
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The bleſſings of a country-life. 


Far from our debtors, 
No Dublin letters, 
Not ſeen by our bel ters. 


The plagues of a country - life. 


A companion with news, 
A great want of ſhoes ; 
Eat lean meat, or chuſe ; 
A church without pews. 

Our horſes aſtray, 
No flraw, oats, or hay; 
December in May, 
Our boys run away, 


All ſervants at play, 
Molly ſends for the letter. 


L ET T EK ; CVUÞ 


Dr Swi1izrT t Dr SHERIDAN. 


© Quilca, June 28. 1725. 

OU run out of your time fo merrily, that you are 
forced to anticipate it, like a young heir, that 
ſpends his fortune faſter than it comes in: for your let- 
ter is dated to-morrow, June 29. and God knows when 
it was writ, or what Saturday you mean : but I ſuppoſe 
it is the next ; and therefore your own mare, and Dr 
Swift's horſe or mare, or ſome other horſe or mare, with 
your own mare aforeſaid, ſhall ſet out on Wedneſday 
next, which will be June 30. and ſo they will have two 
nights reſt, if you begin your journey on Saturday. You 
are an unlucky devil,. to get a living the furtheſt in the 
kingdom from Quilca *. If it be worth two hundred 
pound a-year, my Lord Lieutenant bath but barely kept 


In the county of Cork. 11 
18 
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his word; for the other fifty muſt go in a curate and vi- 
ſitation-charges, and poxes, proxies I mean. If you are 
under the Biſhop of Cork “, he is a capricious gentle- 
man: but you muſt flatter him monſtrouſly, upon his 
Jearning and his writings ; that you have read his book 
againſt Toland a hundred times, and his ſermons (if he 


has printed any) have been always your model, Wc. Be 


not diſappointed, if your living does not anſwer the 
ſum. Get letters of recommendation to the Biſhop and 
principal clergy, and to your neighbouring parſon or 
parſans particularly. I often adviſed you to get ſome 
knowledge of tythes and church livings. You muſt 
learn the extent of your pariſh, the general quantity of 
arable land and .paſture in your pariſh, the common 
rate of tythes, for an acre of the ſeveral ſorts of corn, 
and of fleeces and lambs, and to ſee whether you have 
any glebe. Pray act like a man of this world. I doubt, 
being fo far off, you muſt not let your living, as I do, 
to the ſeveral farmers, but to one man : but, by all 
means, do not now let it for more than one year, till 
you are ſurely appriſed of the real worth; and even then, 
never let it for above three. Pray take my advice for 
once, and be very. buſy while you are there. It is one 
good circumſtance, that you got ſuch a living in a con- 
venient time, and juſt when tythes are fit to be let; 
only wool and lamb are due in ſpring, or perhaps be- 
Jong to the late incumbent. You may learn all on the 
ſpot, and your neighbouring parſons may be very uſeful, 
if they pleaſe; but do not let them be your tenants. 
Adviſe with Archdeacon Wall, but do not follow him in 
all things. Take care of the principal ſquire, or 
"(quires ; they will all tell you the worſt of your living; 
fo will the proctors and tythe-jobbers ; but you will 
pick out truth from among them. Pray, ſhew yourſelf 
a man of abilities. After all, I am but a weak brother 
myſelf; perhaps ſome clergy in Dublin, who know that 
country, will further inform you. Mr Townſznd of 
Cork will do you any good offices on my account, with- 
out any letter. Take the oaths heartily to the 
powers that be, and remember that party was not 


* Dr Peter Browne. Je 
Ma 
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made for depending 1 * I forgot one principal 
thing, to take care of going regularly through all the 
forms of oaths and inductions; for the leaſt wrong ſtep 
will put you to the trouble of repaſſing your patent, or 
voiding your living. Oo 


LETTER Cx. 
Dr SwirrT to Dr SHERIDA N. 


Duilea, June 20, 1729. 
Writ to you yeſterday, and ſaid as many things as 1 
could then think on, and gave it to a boy of Kells, 
who brought me yours. It᷑ is ſtrange, that I, and Stella, 
and Mrs Mackfadin, ſhould light on the ſame thought, 
to adviſe you to make a great appearance of temperance 
while you are abroad. But Mrs Johnſon and I go fur - 
ther, and ſay, you muſt needs obſerve all grave forms, 
for the want of which both you and I have ſuffered. On 
ſuppoſal that you are under the Biſhop of Cork, I ſend you 
a letter incloſed to him, which I deſire you will ſeal. Mis 
Johnſon put me in mind to caution you not to drink or 
pledge any health in his company; for you know his 
weak fide in that matter D. I hope Mr Tickell bas 
not complimented you with what fees-are due to him 
for your patent. I wiſh you would ſay to him, (if he re- 
fuſes them), that I told you, it was Mr Addiſon's maxim 
to excuſe no body ; for here, ſays he, I may have forty 
friends, whoſe fees may be two gvineas a piece; then I 
loſe eighty guineas, and my friends ſave but two a- piece. 
I muſt tell you, Dan Jackſon ruined his living, by 
huddling over the firft year, and then hoping to mend 
it the next. Therefore pray take all the care you can, 
to inquire into the value, and ſet it at the beſt rate to 
ſubſtantial people. 

I know not whether you are under the Biſhop of Cork 

or no ; if not, you may burn the letter. 
I muſt defire, that you will not think of enlarging your 


My He wrote a pamphlet againſt drinking to the memory of the 


Vol. VIII. U expences, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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expences, no not for ſome years to come, much leſs at 
preſent, but rather retreach them. You might have 
Jain deſtitute till Antichriſt came, for any thing you 
could have got from thoſe you uſed to treat. Neither 
let me hear of one rag of better cloaths for your wife or 
brats, but rather plainer than ever. This is poſitively 
Stella's advice as well as mine. She ſays, now you need 


not be aſhamed to be thought poor. 


We compute, you cannot be leſs than thirty days ab - 
ſent; and pray do not employ your time in lolling a- 
bed till noon to read Homer, but mind your buſineſs 
effectually. And we think you ought to have no break- 
ing up this Auguſt; but affect to adhere to your ſchool 
cloſer than ever ; becauſe you will find, that your ill- 
wiſhers will give out, you are now going to quit your 
ſchool, ſince you have got preferment, c. 

Pray ſend me a large bundle of exerciſes, good as 
well as bad ; for I want ſomething to read, 

J would have you carry down three or four ſermons, 
and preach every Sunday at your own church, and be 
very devout, Ms | „ 

I ſent you in my laſt a bill of twenty pound on Mr 
Worral * ; I hope you have received it. e 

Pray remember to leave the pamphlet with Worral, 
and give him directions, unleſs you have ſettled it already 
ſome other way. You know, it muſt come out juſt 
when the parliament meets. 1 

Keep thoſe Jetters, where I adviſe you about your li- 
ving, till you have taken advice. 

Keep very regular hours for the ſake of your health 
and credit; and where-ever you lie a night within twen- 
ty miles of your liviogs, be ſure call the family that e- 
vening to prayers. | 

I defire you will wet no commiſſion with your old 
crew, nor with any but thoſe who befriend you, as Mr 


- 


Tickell, &c. 


„ The Rev. Mr John Worral, Vicar to the Biſhop of Kildare, as 
Pean of Chriſt-church; as alſo to the Dean of St Patrick's, D. ect. 


LE T- 
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Er 
Dr Swir r to Lord CARTERET. 


My LoxrvD, Ju 3. 1725. 
AM obliged to return your Excellency my mo 
humble thanks for your favour to Mr Sheridan, be- 

cauſe when I recommended him to you, I received a very 
gracious anſwer ;. and yet I am ſenſible, that your chief 
motive to make ſome proviſion for him was, what be- 
came a great and good perſon, your diſtinguiſhing hiar 
as a man of learning, and one who deſerved encourage- 
ment, on account of his great diligence and ſucceſs in a 
moſt laborious and difficult employment “. 

Since your Excellency hath had an opportunity, ſo 
early in your government, of gratifying your Engliſh de- 
pendents by a bilhoprick, and the beſt deanery in the 
kingdom ; I cannot but hope, that the clergy of Ire- 
land will have their ſhare in your patronage. . There is 
hardly a gentleman in the nation, who hath not a near 
alliance with ſome of that body; and moſt of them who 
have ſons, uſually breed one of them to the church; 
although they have been of late years much diſcouraged, 
and diſcontented, by ſeeing ſtrangers to the country al- 
moſt perpetually taken into the greateſt eccleſiaſtical 
preferments, and too often under governors very differ- 
ent from your Excellency; the choice of 5K was 
not to be accounted for either to prudence or juſtice. 

The misfortune of having biſhops perpetually from 
England, as it muſt needs quench the ſpirit of emulation 
among us, to excel in learning and the fludy of divinity, 
ſo it produceth another great diſcouragement, that thoſe 
prelates uſually draw after them colonies of ſons, ne- 
phews, couſins, or old college-companions, to whom 
they beſtow the beſt preferments in their gift ; and thus 
the young men ſent into the church from the univerſity 
here, have no better proſpect, than to be curates, or 
fnall country-vicars, for life. | 


- A ſchoolmaſter. 
t Downe, 
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It will become fo excellent a governor as you, a little 
to moderate this great partiality ; wherein, as you will 
act with juſtice and reaſon, fo you will gain the thanks 
and prayers of the whole nation, and take away one 
great cauſe of univerſal diſcontent. For I believe your 
Excellency will agree, that there is not another king- 
dom in Europe, where the natives (even thoſe deſcended 
from the conquerors) have been treated, as if they 
were almoſt unqualified for any employment, cither in 
church or ſtate. | 

Your Excellency, when I had the honour to attend 
you, was pleaſed to let me name ſome clergymen, who 
are generally under ſtood by their brethren to be the 
moſt diſtinguiſhed for their learning and piety. I remem- 
ber the perſons were, Dr Delany, Dr Ward of the North, 
Mr Ecklin, Mr Synge of Dublin, and Mr Corbet. They 
were named by me without any regard to friendſhip, 
having little commerce with moſt of them, but only to 
the univerſal character they bear. This was the me- 
thod I always took with-my Lord Oxford, at his own 
command ; who was pleaſed to believe 1 would not be 
ſwayed by any private affections, and confeſſed I never 
deceived him ; for I always dealt openly, when I offered 
any thing in behalf of a friend, which was but ſeldom : 
becauſe, in that caſe, I generally made ufe of the com- 
mon method at court, to ſolicit by another, 

I ſhall ay nothing of the young men among the cler- 
gy ; of whom the three hopefulleſt are ſaid to be, Mr 
Stopford, Mr King, and Mr Dobbs, all fellows of the 
college ; of whom I am only acquainted with the firſt. 
But theſe are not likely to be great expectors under your 
Excellency's adminiſtration, according to the uſual pe- 
riod of governors here. 

TFT have dealt honeſtly, in repreſenting ſuch perſons 
among the clergy as are generally allowed to have the 
molt merit, I think I have done you a ſervice, and I am 
ſure I have made you a great compliment, by diſtinguiſh- 
ing you from molt great men I have known theſe thirty 
years paſt ; whom I have always obſerved to act, as if 
they never received a true character, nor had any value 


The univerſity of Dublin. 


for 
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for the beſt, and conſequently diſpenſed their favours 
without the leaſt regard to abilities or virtue. And 
this defect I have often found among thoſe from whom 
J leaſt expected it. | | * 

That your Excellency may long live a bleſſing and 
ornament to your country, by purſuing, as you have 
hitherto done, the ſteps of honour and virtue, is the 
moſt earneſt wiſh and prayer of, : 


My Lok D, 
Your Excellency's moſt. obedient, 
and mofl humble ſervant, 
JONATH. SWLF . 


LETTER CL 
Dr SWI T t Dr SHERIDAN. 


Quilca, Sept. 11. 1725. 
F you are indeed a diſcarded courtier, you have rea- 
ſon to complain, but none at all to wonder. You 
are too young for many experiences to fall in your way, 
yet you have read enough to make you know the nature 
of man, It is fafer for a man's intereſt to blaſpheme 
God, than to be of a party out of power, or even to be 
thought ſo. And ſince the laſt was the caſe, how could 
yeu imagine, that all mouths would not be open when 
you were received, and in ſome manner preferred by the 
government, though in a poor way? 1 tell you, there 
is hardly a Whig in Ireland, who would allow a potato 
and butter-milk to a reputed Tory. Neither is there 
any thing in your countrymen upon this article, more 
than what is common in all other nations, only quoad: 
magis et minus. Too much advertency is not your talent, 
or elſe you had fled from that text, as from a rock *. 


For, as Don Quixote ſaid to Sancho, what buſineſs had: 


* Sufficient to the day is the evil thereof; on which Dr Sheridan 
preachcd at his pariſh-church on the iſt of Avguſt. See a vindica- 
uon of his Excellency John Lord Carteret, vol. 3. p. 182. Haul 
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you to ſpeak of a halter, in a family where one of it was 
hanged-? And your. innocence is a protection that wiſe 


men are aſhamed to rely on, further than with God. It 


is indeed againſt common ſenſe, to think, that you ſhould 
chuſe ſuch a time, when you had received a favour from 
the Lord Lieutenant, and had reaſon to expect more, to 
difcover your diſloyalty in the pulpit. But what will 
that avail ? Therefore ſit down and be quiet, and mind 
your buſineſs as you ſhould do, and contract your friend- 
ſhips, and expect no more from man than ſuch an ani- 


mal is capable of; and you wili every day find my de- 


{cription of Yahoos more reſembling. You ſhould think 
and deal with every man as a villain, without calling 
him fo, or flying. from him, or valuing him leſs. This 
is an old true leſſon. You believe every one will acquit 
you of any regard to temporal intereſt ; and how came 
you to claim an exception, from all mankind ? I believe 
you value your temporal intereſt as much as any body, 
but you have nat the arts of purſuing it. You are miſ- 
taken, Domeſtic evils are no more within a man than 
others; and he who cannot bear up againſt the firſt, 
will fink under the ſecond ; and, in my conſcience, I 
believe this is your caſe ; for being of a weak conſtitu- 
tion, in an employment precariops and tireſome, loaden 
with children, cam uxore neque leni neque commoda, a man 
of intent and abſtracted thinking, inſlaved by matbe- 
matics and complaint of the world, this new weight of 
party-malice hath ſtruck you down, like a feather on a 
horſe's back, already loaden as far as he is able to bear, 
You ought to change the apoſtle's expreſſion, and ſay, 
I will ftrive to learn in whatever ſtate, &c.. 

I will bear none of your viſions z you. ſhall live at 
Quilca: but three fortnights and a month in the year; 
perhaps not ſo much. Youſhall, make no entertainments 
but what are neceſſary to your intereſts ; for your true 
friends would rather ſee you over a piece of mutton and 
a bottle once a quarter. You ſhall be merry at the ex - 
pence of others; you ſhall take care of your health, 
and go early to bed, and not read Jate at night ; and 
laugh with all men, without truſting any; and then a 
fig for the contrivers of your ruin, who now have no 
further thoughts than to ſtop your progreſs, which per- 


haps 


Let. 112. FROM Da SWIFT. 235 


haps they may not compaſs, unleſs I am deceived more 
than is uſual. All this you will do, / mibi credis, and 
not dream of printing your ſermon, which is a project 
abounding with objections unanſwerable, and with which 
I could fill this letter. You ſay nothing of having 
preached before the Lord Lieutenant, nor whether he 
is altered towards you; for you ſpeak nothing but ge- 
nerals. You think all the world has now nothing to 
do, but to pull Mr Sheridan down ; whereas it is nothing 
but a flap in your turn, and away. Lord Oxford ſaid 
once to me on an occaſion, Theſe fools, becauſe they 
hear a noiſe about their ears of their own making, think 
the whole world is full of it. When I come to town, 
we will change all this ſcene, and act like men of the 
world. Grow rich, and you will have no enemies. Go. 
fometimes to the caſtle ; keep faſt Mr Tickell and Bala- 
guer *; frequent thoſe on the right ſide, friends to the 
preſent powers ; drop thoſe who are loud on the wrong 
party, becauſe they know they can ſuffer nothing by it. 


I E TT E R enn. 
Dr SwirT to Dr SHERIDAN». 


Quilca, Sept. 19. 1725, 
E have prevailed with Neal, in ſpite of his har- 
veſt, to carry up Miſs, with your directions; and 
it is high time, for ſhe was run almoſt wild, though we 
bave ſomething civilized ber ſince ſhe came among us. 
You are too ſhort in circumſtances. I did not hear you 
was forbid preaching, Have you ſeen my Lord ? Who 
forbad you to preach ? Are you no longer chaplain ? 
Do you never-go to the caſtle? Are you certain of the 
accuſer, that it is Tigh ? Do you think my Lord acts 
thus, becauſe he fears it would breed ill humour, if he 
ſhould openly favour one who is looked on as of a dif- 
ferent party ? I think that is too mean for him. I do 
not much diſapprove your letter, but I think it a wrong 


Private ſecretary to his Excel the Lord Carteret, Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland. Dub. Edit. 
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method. Pray read over the incloſed twice ; and if you 
do not diſlike it, let it be ſent (not by a ſervant of yours, 
nor from you) to Mr Tickell. There the caſe is ſtated 
as well as I could do it in generals, for want of know- 
ing particulars. When I come to town, I ſhall fee the 
Lord Lieutenant, and be as free with him as poſſible. 
In the mean time, I believe it may keep cold ; however 
adviſe with Mr Tickell, and Mr Balaguer. I ſhould 
fancy that the Biſhop of Limerick “ could eaſily ſatisfy 
his Excellency, and that my Lord Lieutenant believes 
no more of your guilt than I; and therefore it can be 
nothing but to ſatisfy the noiſe of party at this juncture 
that he acts as he does; and if fo, (as I am confident it 
is), the effect will ceaſe with the cauſe. But, without 
doubt, Tigh and others have dinned the words Tory and 
Jacobite into his Excellency's ears, and therefore your 
text, c. was only made uſe of as an opportunity. 

Upon the whole matter, you are no loler, but at leaſt 
have got ſomething. Therefore be not like him who 
hanged himſelf, becauſe, going into a gaming houſe, 
and winning ten thouſand pounds, he loſt five thouſand 
of it, and came away with only half his winnings. 
When my Lord is in London, we may clear a way to 
him to do you another job, and you/are young enough 
to wait. 

We ſet out to Dublin on Monday the 5th of Octo- 
ber, and hope to ſup at the deanery the next night; 
where you will come to us, if you are not already en- 
gaged. | | 

I am grown a bad bailiff towards the end of my ſer- 
vice. Your hay is well brought in, and better ſtacked 
than uſual. All here are well. 

I know not what you mean by my having ſome ſport 
' foon; I hope it is no ſport that will vex me. 

* do not Forget to ſeal the incloſed before yon 
dit, | 
I ſend you back your letter to the Lord Lieutenant. 


Dr William Bur ſcow. 


LE T- 


* 


TOs n 


7 w» 


2 


rt 


C 


+ T4 4.24 & *.. a... Ga 5 AEE.. DA: 3a ot 


Let. 113, FROM DR SWIFT. 237 


D077: i: a 


Dr SwirT to Dr SHERIDAN. 
Quilca, Sept. 25. 1725, 

Our confuſion hindered you from giving any ration- 

al account of your diſtreſs, till this laſt letter; 

aud therein you are imperfect enough. However, with 
much ado we have now a tolerable underſtanding how 
things ſtand. We had a paper ſent incloſed, ſubſcribed 
by Mr Ford, as we — : it is in print, and we all 
approve it; and this I ſuppoſe is the ſport I was to ex- 
pet. I do think it is agreed, that all animals fight 
with the weapons natural to them, (which is a new and 
wiſe remark out of my own head) ; and the devil take 
that animal who will not offend his enemy, when he 
is provoked, with his. proper weapon ; and though your 
old dull horſe little values the blows I give him with 
the butt end of my ftick, yet I ſtrike on, and make him 
wince in ſpite of his dulneſs ; and he ſhall not fail of 
them while I am here; and I hope you will do fo too to 
the beaſt who has kicked againſt you, and try bow far 
his inſenſibility will protect him; and you ſhall have 
help, and he will be vexed ; for fo I found your horſe 
this day, though he would not move the faſter, I will 
kill that flea or louſe which bites me, though I get no 
honour by it. | | 
Laudari ab iis, quos omnes laudant, is a maxim; and 
the contrary is equally true. Thank you for the offer 
of your mare; and how a pox could we come without 
her? They pulled off her's and your horſe's ſhoes for 
fear of being rode, and then they rode them without 
ſhoes, and fo I was forced to ſhoe them again. All 
the fellows here would be Tighs, if they were but pri- 
vy counſellors. You will never be at eaſe for your 
friends horſes or your own, till you bave walled in a 
park of twenty acres, which I would have done next 

ſpring, 

You ſay not a word of the letter I ſent you for Mr 
Tickell, whether you ſent it him or no; and yet it was 
very 
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very material that I ſhould know it. The two devils of 
inadvertency and forgetfulneſs have got faſt hold on 
you, I think you need not quit his and Balaguer's 
company, for the reaſon I mentioned in that letter ; be- 
cauſe they are above ſuſpicions, as whiggi//imi and unſu- 


 fſredifſimi. When the Lord Lieutenant goes for Eng- 


land, I have a method to ſet you right with him, I 
hope; as I will tell you when I come to town, if I do 
not Sheridan it, I mean forget it. 

I did a Sheridaniſm ; I told you I had loſt your letter 
inclofed, which you intended to Lord Carteret, and 
yet I have it ſafe here, 


L E T TER Clv. 


An anfwer to Lord PALMERSTON's civil polite letter. 
[So indorſed. ] 44 i. 


My Lon, | | Jan. 31. 1725-0. 
Deſire you will give yourſelf the laſt trouble 1 ſhall 
ever put you to, I do entirely acquit you of any 

injury or injuſtice done to Mr Curtis “; and if you had 
read that paſſage in my letter a ſecond time, you could 
not poſſibly have fo ill underſtood me. The injury and 
injuſtice the young man. received were from thoſe who, 
claiming a title to his chambers, took away his key ; 
and reviled, and threatened to beat him; with a great 
deal of the like monſtrous conduct; whereupon, at his 
requeſt, I laid the caſe before you Þ, as it appeared to 
me. And it would have been very ſtrange, if on ac - 
count of a trifle, and of a perſon; for whom I have no 
concern further than as he was once employed by me, 
on the character he bears of piety and learning, I ſhould 
charge you with injury and injuſtice to him, when! 


A reſident maſter in Trinity college, whom the Dean made one 
of the four minor canons of St Patrick's cathedral. Dub. Edit 

+ Lord Viſcount Palmerſton (nephew to Sir William Temple) 
hath a right to beſtow two handſome chambers in the univerſity of 
Dub lin upon ſuch Rudents as he and his heirs ſhall think proper, on 
account of the benefactions of this family towards the college- bu ld- 
wgs. Dab. edit. | 
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know from himſelf and Mr Reading, that you were not 
anſwerable for either. 

As you ſtate the caſe of tenant at will, I fully agree 
that no law can compel you; but law was not at all in 
my thoughts. 

Now, my Lord, if what I write of injury and injuſtice 
were wholly applied in plain terms to one or two of the 
college here, whoſe names were below my remem- 
brance ; you will conſider how I could deſerve an an- 
{wer in every line full of foul inſinuations, open re- 
proaches, jeſting 'flirts, and contumelious terms; and 
what title you claim to give me ſuch treatment. I own 
my obligation to Sir William Temple *, for recommend- 
ing me to the late King, although without ſacceſs; and 
for his choice of me to take care of his poſthumous wri- 
tings. But I hope you will not charge my being in his 
family as an obligation ; for I was educated to little pur- 
poſe, if I had choſen his houſe on any other motives, 
than the benefit of his converſation and advice, and the 
opportunity of purſuing my ſtudies. For being born to 
no fortune, I was at his death as much to ſeek it as ever: 
and perhaps you will allow, that I was of ſome uſe to 
him. This 1 will venture to ſay, that in the time when 
I had ſome little credit, I did fifty times more for fifty 
people, from whom I never received the leaſt ſervice or 
aſſiſtance ; yet I ſhould not be pleaſed to hear a relation 
of mine reproaching them with ingratitude, although 
many of them well deſerve it. For thanks to party, I 
have met in both kingdoms with ingratitude enough. 

If I have been ill informed, you have not been much 
better, that I declared no great regard to your family; for 
ſo you expreſs yourſelf, I never had occaſion or oppor- 


After Mr Swift left the univerſity of Dublin, Sir Wilk:m 
Temple (whoſe father, Sir John Temple, Maſter of the Rolls in Ire- 
land, had been a friend to the family) invited our young author to 
ſpend ſome time with him at Moore-park in England, for the fake of 
tis converſation; where he purſucd his ſtodies through al the Greek 
and Roman hiſtorians. Here it was he was introduced by his friend to 
King William, when his Mzjeſty uſed to pay frequent viſits to that 
great miniſter, after he had retired from public buſinefs to his ſeat at 
Moore-park. Dub. edit. I here is not the leaſt realon to belicve, 
ihat Fir William Temple was viſited by K William at Moore park. H. 
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tunity to make uſe of any ſuch words. The laſt time 1 
ſaw you in London, was the laſt intercourſe that I re- 
member to have had with your family. But having al- 
ways truſted to my own innocence, I was never inquiſitive 
to know my accuſers. When I mentioned my loſs of in- 
tereſt with you, I did it with concern ; and I had no re- 
ſentment; becauſe I ſuppoſed. it to ariſe only from dif- 
ferent ſentiments in public matters. 

My Lord, if my letter were polite, it was apainſt my 
intention, and I intreat your pardon for it. If I have 
dit, I will keep it to ſhew when Tam angry; which at 
preſent I am not: becauſe, although nothing can excuſe 
thoſe intemperate words your pen hath let fall, yet I 
ſhall give allowance to a haſty perſon, hurried on by a 
miſtake beyond all rules of decency. If a firſt miniſter 
of ſtate had uſed me as you have done, he ſhould have 
heard from me in another ſtyle ; becauſe, in that caſe, 
retaliating would be thought a mark of courage. But 
as your Lordſhip is not in a ſituation to do me good, 
nor, I am ſure, of a diſpoſition to do me miſchief ; fo 
I ſhould loſe the merit of being bold, becauſe I incurred 
no danger. | | 

In this point alone we are exactly equal; but in wit 
and politeneſs I am as ready to yield to you, as in titles 
and eſtate. 

I have found out one ſecret; that although you call 
my a great wit, you do not think me ſo; otherwiſe you 
would have been cautious to bave writ me ſuch a letter. 

You conclude with ſaying, you are ready to aſk par- 
don where you have offended. Ofthis I acquit you, be- 
cauſe I have not taken the offence; but whether you 
will acquit yourſelf, muſt be left to your conſcience and 
honour. | | 
T have formerly, upon occaſions, been your humble 

ſervant in Ireland, and ſhould not refuſe to be ſo ſtill, 
but you have ſo uſeful and excellent a friend in Mr Read- 
ing, that you need no other; and I hope my good opi- 
nion of him will not leſſen yours. I am, 

|  MyLonnd, © 1 

Tour moſt kumble ſervant, 

5 | Jon Swirr. 
— 2 — . L E T- 
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LETTER cxv. 


Dr SwirT# Dr SurtnriDan, 


Good Doc rox, TLondan, Fuly 8. 1726. 
Have had two months of great uneaſineſs, at the ill 
account of Mrs Johnſon's health; and, as it is uſual, 
feared the worſt that was poſſible, and doubted all the 
good accounts that were ſent me. I pray God, her dan · 
may warn ber to be leſs wilful, and more ready to 
fall into thoſe meaſures that her friends and phyſicians 
adviſe her to. I had a letter two days ago from Arch- 
deacon Wall, dated fix days before yours, wherein he 
gives me a better account than you do; and therefore L 
apprehend ſhe hath not mended ſince; and yet he ſays, 
he can hone/tly tell me ſbe is now much better. Pray thank 
the Archdeacon, and tell him you are to have a ſhare 
in this letter; and therefore I will ſave him the trouble 
of another. Tell him alſo, that I never aſked for my 
1000l. which he hears I have got; though I mentioned 
it to the Princeſs the laſt time I ſaw her; but I bid her 
tell Walpole *, I ſcorned to aſk him for it. But blot oũt 
| this paſſage, and mention it to no one except the ladies; 
becauſe-I know Mrs Johnſon would be pleaſed with it, 
and I will pot write to them till I hear from them; 
therefore'this letter is theirs as well as yours. The Arch 
deacon further fays, that Mrs Johnſon has not taſted _ 
claret for ſeveral months, but once at his houſe. This 
I diſlike, I cannot tell who is the fourth. of your friends, 
unleſs it be yourſelf. I am ſorry for your new laborious 
ſtudies ; but the beſt of it is, they will zo: be your owa 
another day. I thank you for your new ſtyle and molt - 
uſeful quotations. I am only concerned, that although: 
, you get the grace of the houſe, you will never get the 
grace of the town: but die plain Sheridan, or Tom at 
P moſt, becauſe it is a ſyllable ſhorter than Doctor. How-' 


* Sir Robert Walpole, afterwards Earl of Orford. He was Fiſt 
Commiſſioner of the Treaſury, and Chancellor of the Exchequer 
He died in February 1744, in the 71ſt year of his age, 
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ever, I will give it you at length in the ſuperſcription ; 


* and. people will ſo wonder how the news could come 
and return ſo. quick to and from England, eſpecially if 
the wind be fair when the packet goes over; and let me 
warn you to be very careful in ſending for your letters 
two days after the commencement. You loſt one poſt 
by my being out of town; for I came hither to-day, 
and'ſhall ſtay three or four upon ſome buſineſs ; and then 
go back to Mr Pope's, and there continue till Auguſt, 
and then come to town, till I begin my journey to Ire- 
land, which I propoſe the middle of Auguſt. My old 
ſervant Arehy is here ruined and ſtarving, and has pur- 
ſued me, and wrote me a letter; but I have refuſed to 
ſee him. Our friend at the caſtle writ to me two months 
ago, to bave a fight of thoſe papers, Ce. of which I 
brought away a copy- I have anſwered him, that what- 
ever papers I have, are conveyed from one place to an- 
other, through nine or ten hands, and that I have the 
key. If he ſhould mention any thing of papers in gene- 
ral, either to you or the ladies, and that you can bring 
it in, I would have you and them to confirm the ſame 
_ ftory, and laugh at my humour in it, Sc. My ſervice to 
Dr Delany, Dr Helſham, the Grattons, and Jackſons, 
There is not ſo deſpiſed a creature here as your friend, 
wich the ſoft verſes on children.  Theartily pity him. — 
This is the firſt time I was ever weary of England, and 
longed to be in Ireland; but it is becauſe go I muſt; 
for I do not love Ireland better, nor England, as Eng- 
land, worſe. In ſhort, you all live in a wretched, dirty 
dop-bole- and priſon; but it is a place good enough to 
die in. I can tell you one thing, that I have had the 
faireſt offer made me of a ſettlement here that one can 
imagine, which if I were ten years younger, I would 
gladly accept, within twelve miles of London, and in 
the midſt of my friends. But Tam too old for new 
ſchemes, and eſpecially ſuch as would bridle me in my 
Freedoms and liberalities. © But ſo it is, that I muſt be 
forced: to get home, partly by ſtealth, and partly by 
force, Ihave indeed one temptation for this winter, much 
ſtronger, which is, of a ſine houſe, and garden, and park, 
and wine-cellar in France, to paſs away winter in; 
and if Mrs Johnſon were not fo out of order, I would 
* 3 ; 7 certainly 
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certainly accept of it *; and I wiſh ſhe could go to 


Montpellier at the ſame time. You ſee I am grown vi- 
ſionary, and therefore it is time to have done. Adieu. 


LET T E R -CXVL 


Dr Swi#rT to Dr SHERIDAN, 


ve. RIVA IE 0 Þ+ Tuly 27. 1726. 
Have your's juſl now of the 19th; and the account 
you give me, is nothing but what I have-ſome time 

expected with the utmoſt agonies ; and there is one ag- 

gravation of conſtraint, that where I am, I am forced to 
put on an eaſy countenance. It was at this time the 
beſt office your friendſhip could do, not to deceive me. 

I was violently bent all laſt year, as I believe you re- 

member, that ſhe ſhould go to Montpellier, or Bath, or 

Tunbridge. 1 intreated, it there was no amendment, 

they might both come to London. But there was a fa» 

tality, although I indeed think her ſtamina could not 
laſt much longer, when I ſaw ſhe could take no nouriſh- 


ment. I look upon this to be the greateſt event that 


can ever happen to me; but all my preparations will 
not ſuſſice to make me bear it like a philoſopher, nor 
altogether like a Chriſtian. There hath been the moſt 
intimate friendſhip between us from her childhood; and 
the greateſt merit on her. fide, that ever was in one bu- 


man creature towards another. Nay, if I were now 


near her, I would not ſee her; I could not behave my- 
ſelf tolerably, and ſhould redouble her ſorrow.— Judge 
in what a temper of mind I write this. —— The very 
time I am writing, I conclude the faireſt foul in the world 
hath left its body. Confuſton ! that I am this mo- 
ment called down to a viſitor, when I am in the coun- 
try, and not in my power to deny myſelf. I have 
paſſed a very conſtrained hour, and now return to ſay I 
know not what. I have been long weary of the world, 


* 


— 


* 


Lord Bolingbroke invited the Dean to ſpend a winter with him 
at his houſe in France, on the banks of the Loire. ; 
1 This was written from Mr Pope's at Twickenham. 
2 X 2 and 
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and ſhall, for my ſmall remainder of years, be weary of 
life; having for ever loſt that converſation which could 
only make it tolerable.— I fear, while you are reading 
this, you will be ſhedding tears at her funeral. She 
loved you well, and a great ſhare of the litle merit I 
bave with you, is owing to her ſolicitations, 
I writ to you about a week ago. ; 


A 
| and #$ 


De SwirT 1% Dr SY ERIDAN, 


10 14 | ( 

J Ta, May 1341927. - 

Mis goes by a private hand; for my writing is too 
much known, and my letters often ſtopt and o- 
pened. I had your's of the 4th inſtant; and it is the 
only one I have received out of Ireland, ſince I left you. 


I hardly thought our friend would be in danger by a 


cold. Iam of opinion ſhe ſhould be generally in the coun · 
try, and only now and then viſit the town. Weare 


here ia a ſtrange ſitua tion; a firm ſettled reſolution to aſ- 


fault the preſent adminiſtration, and break it, if poſſible. 
It js certain,” that Walpole is pceviſh and diſconcerted, 


ſtoaps to the vileſt offices of hireling ſcoundrels, to write 
Billingſgate of the loweſt and moſt proftitute kind; and 


has none but beaſts and blockheads for his penmen, 
whom he pays in ready guineas very liberally. I am in 


high diſpleaſure with him and his partiſans. A great 


man, who was very kind to me laſt year, doth-not take 
the Teaft notice of me at the Prince's court, and there 
hath not been one of them to ſee me. lam adviſed by 


all my friends, not to go to France, (as I intended for 


two months), for fear of their vengeance in a manner 
which they cannot execute here. —I reckon there will 
be a warm winter, wherein my comfort is, I ſhall have 
no concern. I deſire you will read this letter to none 


but our two filends, and Mr P———, His couſin with 


© *; $qen after the date of this letter, the Dean went back to Ireland 3 


but Mis Johnſon recovering a moderate ſtate of health, he returned 


again to England the beginning of the year 1727. Haulee 
5 | the 
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the red riband inquired very kindly after him.— hear 
no news about your Biſhops, farther than that the Lord 
Lieutenant ſtickles to have them of Ireland; which Wal- 
pole always is averſe from, but does not think jt worth 
his trouble to exert his credit on ſuch trifſes. The'dif> 

ute about a war or no war ſtill continues, and the ma- 
jor part inclines to the latter, although ten thouſand 
men are ordered for Holland. But this will bring fuck 
an addition to our debts, that it will give great advan- 
tages againſt thoſe in power, in the next ſeſſions, Wal- 
pole laughs at all this, but not fo heartily as he uſed. I 
have at ſaſt ſeen the Princeſs “twice this week, by her 
own commands, She retains her old civility, and I my 
old freedom. She charges me, without ceremony, to 
be author of a bad book F, * I: told how an- 
gry the miniſtry were; but ſhe aſſures me, that both 
the and the P—— were very well pleaſed with every 
particular; but I difowned the whole affair, as you know 
I very well might; only gave her leave, finceſhe liked the 
book, to ſuppoſe what author ſhe pleaſed; —— You will 
wonder to find me fay fo much of politics ; but I keep 
very bad company, who are full of nothing elſe. Pray 
be very careful of your charge, or I ſhall order my lodgers 
the bulk of their glaſſes, and the number of their bottles. 
—— 1 ſtole this time to write to you, having very little 
to ſpare. I go as ſoon as poſſible to the country, and 
ſhall rarely ſee the town. TH: 
My fervice to all friends. b 


1 


1 defire you will ſend me fx ſets of the edition of the 
Drapiers, by the firſt convenience of any friend or ac- 
quaintance that comes hither, Fry MI 774 


is 4; 5 ws ob > 2 4: 

© Dr SwWwIr r % Dr SnERIDAN. 
porrd #a a) 101034 ee, Fane 24-2727 + 
Have received your laſt, with the incloſed print, 1 
deſire you will let Dr Delany know, that I tranſeri- 


Caroline Prince of Wales, aſterwards Queen, con.ort of King 
George II. | : 


4 Gulliver's travels. ſy, 
Yo I. bed 


- 7 
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bed che ſubſtance of his letter, and the tranſlation of 
What was regiſtered ; and added a whole ſtate of the 
caſe, and gave it Mrs Howard, to give to the Prince“ 
from me, and to deſire, that, as a chancellor, he would 
do What be thought moſt fit. I forgot to aſk Mrs 
Howard + what was done in it, the next time I ſaw 
her ;- and the day I came to town, came the news of the 
" King's 1 death, of which I ſent particulars the very ſame 
da to our friend; ſince then we have been all in a hur- 
. Ty; with millions of ſchemes. I deferred kiſſing the King 
and Queen's hands till the third day, when my friends 
3 me for deferring it /f6 long. I have been. 
and am fo extremely buſy, that though I begin this let- 
ter, I cannot finiſh it till next poſt ; for now it is the laſt 
moment it can go, and 1 have much more to ſay. I 
. was. juſt ready to go to France, when the news of the 
King's death arrived, and I came to town, in order to 
begin my journey. But I was deſired to delay it; and 
I then determined it a ſecond time; when, upon ſome 
new incidents, I was, with great vehemence, diſſuaded 
from it, by certain perſons whom I could not diſobey. 
Thus things ſtood with me. My ſtomach is pretty good; 
hut for ſome days my bead has not been right, yet it is 
what I have been formerly uſed to. Here is a ſtrange 
world; and our friend. would reproach me for my ſhare 
in it. But it ſhall be ſhort; for I deſign ſaon to return 
into the country. I am thinking of a chancellor for the 
F = univerſity, and have pitched upon one; but whether he 
ill like it, or my word be of any uſe, I kvow not. The 
talk is now for a moderating ſcheme, wherein po body 
| ſhall be uſed the worſe or better, for being called Whig 
or Tory; and the King hath received both with great 
1 equality, ſhewing civilities to ſeveral who are openly 
known to be the latter. I prevailed with a dozen, that 
we ſhould. go in a line to kiſs the King and Queen's 
hands. We have now done with repining, if we ſhall 
be uſed well, and not baited as formerly. We all agree 


> Bo es mn a cc uw TT. T_T 


2 "© His Royal Highneſs George Prince of Wales, Chancellor of the 
We \ Univerſity of Dublin, now King. 8 | 
2H + Afterwards Counteſs of Suffelk. 
F } King George I. He died June 11. 1727. 
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in it; and if things do not mend, it is not our faults : 


we have made our offers: if otherwiſe, we are as we 
were. It is agreed the miniſtry will be changed, but 


the others will have a ſoft fall; although the King muſt 
be exceſſive generous, if he forgives the treatment of 
ſome people. I writ long ago my thoughts to my vice- 
roy, and he may proceed as he ſhall be adviſed. But if 
the Archbiſhop * goes on to proceed to /ub pane con- 
temptus, c. I would have an appeal at proper time; 
which, I ſuppoſe; muſt be to delegates, or the crown, I 
know not which. However, I will ſpend a hundred or 
two pounds rather than be inſla ved, or betray a right 
which I do not value threepence, but my focceſſors may. 
My ſervice to all friends; and fo thinking I have faid 
enough, I bid you farewel heartily, and long to eat of 
your fruit, for I dare eat none here. It hath coſt me 
five ſhillings in victuals ſince I came here, and ten pounds 
to ſervants where I have dined, I ſuppoſe my agent 4 
in Sheep-ſtreet takes care and inquires about my new 
agent. | 


L ET TE RAR | CXIX. 
Dr SwirT to De SHERIDAN. - 


"RY 7 Tawickenham, July 1. 1727. 
Had your's of June 22. You complain of not hearing 
from me; I never was ſo conſtant a writer. I have 

Writ ſix times to our friends, and as many to you. Mr 
Pope is reading your Perſius. He is frequently ſick, and 
ſa at this time. He has read it, but you muſt wait till 
next letter for his judgment. He would know whether 
it is deſigned for an elegant tranſlation, or only to ſhew 
the meaning, I reckon it an explanation of a difficult 
author, not only for learners, but for thoſe alſo who 
are not expert in Latin, becauſe he is a very dark au- 
thor... I would not have your book printed entire, till 
I treat with my bookſeller here for your advantage. 


- * Dr William King, Fe 
1 The Rev. Mr John Worral, 


-» 


There 


| 
| 
| 
{ 
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Tbere is a word ſ concatuns ) which yon have not explain · 


died March 20. 1750-2, 


— "© 


ed, nor the rea ſon of it. Where you are ignorant, you 


ſnould confeſs you are ignorant. I writ to Stella the 


day. we heard the K— was dead, and the circumſtances 


of it; 1 hold you a guinea, I ſhall-forget ſomething. 


Worral writ to me lately, In anſwer, I deſire that 


when the Archbiſhop comes to a determination, that an 


appeal be properly lodged, by which I will elude him 


till my return, which will be at Michaelmas. I have 
left London, and ſtay here a week, and then I ſhall go 
thither again; juſt to fee the Queen, and ſo come back 
hither. Here are a thouſand ſchemes wherein they 
would have me engaged; which I embrace but coldly, 
| © becauſe 1 like none of them. I have been this ten days 
inclining to my old diſeaſe of giddineſs, a little totter- 
ing. Our friend underſtands it; but I grow. cautiovs, 
and am ſomething better. Cyder, and Champagne, and 
fruit, have been the cauſe. 0 


t now I am very regular, 
and I eat enough. I took Dr Delany's paper to the 
King when he was prince. He and his ſecretary “ are 
diſcontented with the Provoſt , but they find he has 


law on his ſide. The King's death hath broke that 


meaſure. I propoſed the Prince of Wales I to be chan · 
cellor, and I believe fo it will go. Pray copy out the 


' verſes I writ to Stella on her collecting my verſes, and 


ſend them to me; for we want fome, to make our poe- 
tical miſcellany large enough, and I am not there to 


pick what ſhould be added. Direct them, and all other 


double papers, to Lord Bathurſt, in St James's ſquare, 


London. I was in a fright about your verſes on Stella's 


ſickneſs, but glad when they were a month old. 


Deſire our friends to let me know, what I ſhould buy 
for them here of any kind. I had juſt now a long let ter 
from Mrs Dingley, and another from Mr Synge. Pray 
tell the latter, that I return him great thanks, and will 
leave the viſiting affair to his diſcretion. Bot all the 
lawyers in Europe ſhall never perſuade me, that it is in 
the Archbiſhop's power to take or refuſe my proxy, 


* Samuel Mollyneux; Eſq; + The Rev. Dr Baldwin, 
t Frederick Prince of Wales, eldeſt ſon of K. George II. who 


when 


. 
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when 1 have the King's leave of abſence. If he be vio - 
lent, I will appeal, and die two or three hundred pounds 
poorer, to defend the rights of the Dean. Pray aſk Mr 
Synge, whether his fenocchio be grown; it is now fit to 
eat here, and we eat it like celery, either with or with - 
out oil, Sc. I deſign to paſs my time wholly in the 
country, having ſome buſineſs to do and ſettle, before I 
leave England for the laſt time. I will ſend you Mr 
Pope's criticiſms, and my own, on your work. Pra 
forget nothing of what I defire you. Pray God bleſs 
you all. If the King had lived but ten days longer, 1 
ſhould be now at Paris. Simpleton ! the Drapiers 
ſhould have been ſent unbound ; but *tis no great mat- 
ter : two or three would have been enough. -I'fee Mrs 
Fad but ſeldom ; I never trouble them but when I am 
ſent for. She expects me ſoon, and after that perhaps 
no more while 1 am here. I deſire it may te told, that 
I never go to court; which I mention, becauſe of a 
paſſage in Mrs Dingley's letter. She ſpeaks mighty 
good things of your kindneſs. I do not want that poem 
to Stella to print it entire, but ſome paſſages out of it, 
if they deſerve it, to lengthen the volume. Read all this 
let ter without heſitation, and I'll give you a pot of ale. 


Liptend to be with you at Michaelmas, bar impoſſibi- 
| lities, 1 BE {1 # { 163-405 3 
) ; | 

r „„ BK: CRM. 

s De SWIFT to Dr SHERIDAN» 

y lee, d 1327 
er A M cleverly caught, if ever gentleman was cleverly 
y caught: for three days after I came to town with 
II Lord Oxford + from Cambridgeſhire, which was ten 
he days ago, my old deafneſs ſeized me, and hath continued 
in wer lince with great increaſe ; ſo that I am now deafer 


* 


An Engſh lady, a friend of the Dean's. | | 
＋ Son of the late Right Honourable Robert Harley, Lord High 


FW Treaſurer of England, created Earl of Oxford and Mortimer by 
Queen Anne. | 


en than 
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than ever you knew me, and yet a little leſs 1 think 
than I was yeſterday ; but, which is worſe, about four 
days ago my giddinels ſejzed me, and I was fo very ill, 
that yeſterday I took a hearty vomit ;z and though I now 
totter, yet, I think, I am a thought better': but what 
will be the event, I know not. One thing I know, that 
theſe deaf fits uſes to continue five or fix weeks; and 1 
am refolyed, if it continues, or my giddineſs, ſome days 
longer, I will leave this place, and remove to Green- 
wich, or ſomewhere near London, and take my couſin 
Lancelot to be my nurſe. Our friends know her; it is 
the ſame with Pat Rol. If my diſorder ſhould keep me 
longer than my licence of abſence laſts, I would have 
et Mr Worral to renew it. It will not expire till 
the Eath or ſeventh of October, and I reſolved to be- 
gin my journey Sept. 15. Mr Worral will ſee by the 
date of my licence, what time the new one ſhould com- 
mence: but he has ſeven weeks yet to conſider; I only 
ſpeak in time. I am very uneaſy here, becauſe ſo many 
of our acquaintance come to ſee us, and I cannot be feen 
beſides, Mr Pope is too ſickly and complaiſant ; there: 
fore I reſolve to go ſomewhere elſe. This is a little un- 
lucky, my head will not bear writing long. I want to 
be at home, where I can turn you out, or let you in, as 
I think beſt. The King and Queen come in two days 
to our neighbourhood “; and there I ſhall be expected, 
and cannot go; which, however, is none of my prie- 
vances ; for I had rather be abſent, and have now too 
good an excuſe. I believe this giddineſs is the diſorder 
that will at laſt get the better of me; but I had rather 
it ſhould not be now ; and I hope, and believe, it will 
not, for I am now better than yeſterday. —— Since my 
dinner, my giddineſs is much better, and my deafneſs a 
hair's breadth not ſo bad. It is juſt as uſual, worſt in 
the morning and at evening. I will be very temperate; 
and in the midſt of peaches, figs, nectarins, and mul- 
berries, I touch not a bit. I hope I ſhall, however, ſet 
out in the midſt of September, as I deſigned. This is 4 
long letter for an ill head; ſo adieu. My ſervice to our 
two friends and all others. 1 10 


Richmond. 
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Ne N Mn CxXI. 
| Dr Swir r to Dr SHERIDAN, 
Twickenham, Aug. 29. 1727; 


T Have had your letter of the 19th; and expect, be- 
fore you read this, to receive another from you, with 


the moſt fatal news that can ever come to me, unleſs I 


ſhould be put to death for ſome. ignominious crime. I 
continue very ill with my giddiveſs and deafneſs, of 
which I had two days intermiſſion, but fince worſe ; 
and I ſhall be perfectly content, if God ſhall pleaſe to 
call me away at this time. Here is a triple cord of 
friendſhip broke, which hath laſted thirty years; twen- 
ty-four of which in Ireland. I beg, if you have not 
writ to me before, you get this, to tell me no particu- 
lars, but the event in general. My weakneſs, my age, 
my friendſhip will bear no more. I have mentioned the 
caſe, as well as I knew it, to a phyſician. who is my 
friend; and I find his methods were the ſame, air, and 
exerciſe, and at laſt aſſes milk. I will tell you ſincere- 
ly, that if I were younger, and in health, or in hopes of 
it, I would endeavour to divert my mind by all me- 
thods, in order to paſs my life in quiet ; but I now want 
only three months of ſixty. I am ſtrongly viſited with 
a diſeaſe, that will at laſt cut me off, if I ſhould this 
time eſcape ; if not, I have but a poor remainder, and 
that is below any wiſe man's valuing. 1 do not intend 
to return to Ireland fo ſoon as I purpoſed ; I would not 
be there in the very midſt of grief. I deſire you will 
ſpeak toMr Worral, to get a new licence about the be- 
pinning of October, when my old one, as he will fee 
by the date, ſhall expire; but if that fatal accident were 
not to happen, h am not able to travel in my preſent 
condition. What I intend is, immediately to leave this 
place, and go with my couſin for a nurſe about, five 
miles from London, on the other fide towards the ſea ; 
and if I recover, 1 will either paſs this winter near Sa- 
ſbury-plain, or in France. And therefore I defire Mr 
Worral may make this licence run like the former br: 
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- Great Britain, or elſewhere, for the recovery of his 
health. * 2 | 
N my health nor grief will permit me to ſay 
more. Tour directions to Mr Lancelot, at his houſe in 
New Bond ſtreet, over againſt the crown and cuſhion, 
will reach me. Farewel. p 
This ſtroke was unexpected, and my fears laſt year 
were ten times greater. e 


* 
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De Swir r t Dr SHEDIRAN, 
Vea Seri . 1727, 
1 1 Had yours of the 19th of Auguſt, which I anſwered 
L. the 2gth from Twickenham. I came to town on 
f the laſt day of Auguſt, being impatient of ſtaying there 
longer, where fo much company came to us, while I 
"was fo giddy and deaf. I am now got to my conſin 
Lancelot's houſe; where I defire all letters may be di- 
rected to me. I am ftill in the fame condition, or ra- 
ther worſe; for I walk like a drunken man, and I am 
deafer than ever you knew me. If I had any tolerable 
health, I would go this moment to Ireland; yet I think 
I would not, conſidering the news I daily expect to hear 
from you. I have joſt received your's of Abguſt 24th ; 
I kept it an hour in my pocket, with all the ſuſpenſe of 
a man who expected to hear the worſt news that For- 
tune could give him; and at the ſame time was not able 
to hold up my head. Theſe are the perquiſites of living 
long. The laſt act of life is always a tragedy at beſt ; 
but it is a bitter aggravation, to have one's beſt friend 
go before one. I'defired in my laft, that you would not 
1 upon that event, but tell me the bare fact. I 
long knew that our dear friend had not the famina vi- 
iz ; but my friendſhip could not arm me againſt this 
accident, although I foreſaw it. I have ſaid enough in 
my laſt letter, which now I ſuppoſe is with you. I know 
not whether it be an addition to my grief or no, that I 


: am 
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am now extremely ill; for it would have been a re- 
: proach to me to be in perfect health, when ſuch a friend 
is deſperate. I do profeſs, upon my ſalvation, that the 
diſtreſſed and deſperate condition of our friend makes 
life fo indifferent to me, who, by courſe of nature, have 
ſo little left, that I do not think it worth the time to 
ſtruggle : yet I ſhould think, according to what hath 
been formerly, that I may happen to overcome this pre- 
ſent diforder;” and to what advantage? Why, to ſee the 
loſs of that perſon for whoſe ſake only life was worth 
preſerving. I brought both thole friends over“, that 
we might be happy together as long as God ſhould pleaſe. 
The knot is broken; and the remaining perſon, you 
know, has ill anſwered the end; and the other, who 
is now to be loſt, is all that was valuable. You agreed 
with me, or you are a great hypocrite. What have I 
to do in the world ? I never was in ſuch agonies as when 
Treceived your letter, and had it in my pocket. —— 1 
am able to hold up my ſorry head no longer. 


LETTER num. 
Mr Pore to Dr SHERIDAN. 
SIR, | Twickenham, Sept. 6. 


AM both obliged and alarmed by your letter, What 
I you mention of a particular friend of the Dean's be- 


1 


Mrs Johnſon and Mrs Dingley, both relations of Sir William 
Temple, at whoſe houſe the author became acquainted with them, 
ater he left the univerſity of Dublin. Their fortunes being not very 
conliderable, they choſe to ſpend their days in Ireland, Dub. edit. 
—»- There is not the leaſt reaſon to believe, that Stella was related 
to Sir William Temple. >: 

+ That ingenious lady for whom the author expreſſeth ſo much 
concern here, and in the preceding letter, was the famous STELLA, 
ſo often celebrated in the author's poems, vol. 6. for her fine perſon, 
wit, and many virtues. Her phyſician told her, when ſhe was gear 
dying, that ſhe was at the bottom of the hill, and they muſt endea- 
your to get her up again. But ſhe uy ſaw the approaches of death, 
and readily replied, © That ſhe found the would be outlef breath be- 
pre ſhe got up to the top.” She died in a few months after the 
date of the. letters Jan. 26. 1727-8. Dub. edit. See her charac- 
4 in Dr Switt's life, prefixed to vol. 1. and vol. 6. p. 175. and vol. 

p. 291. | | | 
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ing upon the brink of another world, gives me great 
pain ; for it makes me, in tenderneſs to him, wiſh bim 
with you; and at the fame time I fear he is not in a 


condition to make the journey. Though (to eaſe you 


as far as I can) his phyſician and friend, Dr Arbuthnot, 
aſſures me, he will oon be well. At preſent he is very 
deaf, and more uneaſy than I hoped that complaint alone 


would have made him. I apprehend be has written to 
you in a melancholy way; which has put you into a 


greater fright, than (with God's will) we may have any 


- reaſon for. He talks of retpyning to Ireland in three 


weeks, if he recovers ſufficiently ; if not, be will ſtay 


© + here this winter. Upon pretence of ſome very unavoid- 
able occaſions, he went to London four days ſince, 
__ wherel ſee bim as often as he will let me. I was ex- 


tremely concerned at his opiniatreté in leaving me; but 


he ſhall not get rid of the friend, though he may of his 


houſe, I have ſuggeſted to him the remedy you men- 
tion; and J will not leave him a day till I fee him better. 
I wiſh you could fee us in England, without manifeſt in- 


convenience to yourſelf ; though TI heartily hope and be- 


lieve, that our, friend will do well. I fincerely honour 


you for your warmth of affection, where it is ſo juſtly 
. merited; and am, both for his ſake and your own, with 
great eſteem, yours, Oc, | 


| PF A. ö Po PE, 

p. S. I have often deſired the Dean to make known 
to you my ſenſe of the good opinion you have expreſſed 
of me in your letters. I am pleaſed to have an oppor- 
tunity of thanking you under my band; and I deſire you 


to continue it, to one who is no way ungrateful. 


e This letter was probably an anſwer to one ſent by Dr Sheridan 
to Mr Pope, when he laſt wrote to the Dean. The reaſon of his going 


to London appears by the two preceding letters; and about the time 


mentioned in this, he returned again to Ireland. Mrs Johnſon lan- 
| ay till the 28th of January following, and then died, During 
r lickneſs, he compoſed the prayers which immediately follow ths 
collection a letters. They were originally printed from his 040 
band-utiting. Hawkeſ. : 1 | 
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Dr SwirrT to Mrs MO OR k. 


_ Dear Mapan, - Deanery-bouſe, Dec. 7. 1727. 

Hough I ſee you ſeldomer than is agreeable to my 
inclinations, yet you have no friend in the world 

that is more concerned for any thing that can affect your 

mind, your health, or your fortune. I have always 

had the higheſt eſteem for your virtue, the greateſt value 

for your converſation, and the trueſt affection for your 
perſon ; and therefore cannot but heartily condole with 

you for the loſs of ſo amiable, and (what is more) ſo fa- 
vourite a child. Theſe are the neceſſary conſequences 

of too ſtrong attachments, by which we are prieving 
ourſelves with the death of thoſe we love; as we muſt 

one day grieve thoſe who love us, with the death of 
ourſelves. For life is a tragedy, wherein we lit as ſpec- 
tators a while, and then act our own part in it. Self. 

- Jaye, as it is the motive tn all our actions, fo it is the 
| ſole cauſe of our grief. The dear perſon you lament, 
is by no means an object of pity, either in a moral or 
religious ſenſe. Philolophy always taught men to de- 
ſpiſe life, as a moſt contemptible thing in itſelf ; and re- 
ligion regards it only as a preparation for a better; 
which you are taught to be certain that ſo innocent a 
perſon is now in poſſeſſion of; ſo that ſhe is an immenſe 
gainer, and you and her friends the only loſers. Now, 
under misfortunes of th's kind, I know no conſolation 
more effectual to a reaſonable perſon, than to reſlect ra- 
ther upon what is left, than what is loſt. She was nei- 
ther an only child, nor an only daughter. You have 
three children left; one of them of au age to be uſeful 
to his family “, and the two others as promiſing as can 
be expected from their age: ſo that, according to tbe 
general diſpenſations of God almighty, you have ſmall 
reaſon to repine upon that article of life. And religion 
will tell you, that the true way to preſerve them is, not 


Charles Deveniſh, Eſq; 


Y 2 to 
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to fix any of them too deep in your heart : which is a 
weakneſs that God ſeldom leaves long unpuniſhed ; com- 


mon obſervation fhewing us, that ſuch favourite chil- 
dren are either ſpoiled by their parents indulgence, or 


| Joon taken out of the world; which laſt is, generally 
ſpeaking, the lighter puniſhment of the two. | 
| God, in his wiſdom, bath been pleaſed to load our de- 

elining years with many ſufferings, with diſeaſes, and de - 


cays of nature, with the death of many friends, and the 
ingratitude of more; 'fometimes with the loſs or dimi- 
nution-of our fortunes, when our infirmities moſt need 


them; often with contempt from the world, and al- 


ways with neglect from it; with the death of our moſt 


£3 hopeful or uſeful children; with a want of reliſh for all 
- worldly enjoyments; with a general diſlike of perſons 
and things: and though all theſe are very naturab effects 


of increaſing years, yet they were intended by the au- 
thor of our being, to wean us gradually from our fond- 


ness of life, the nearer we approach towards the end of 


it. And this is the uſe-you are to make, in prudence as 
well as in conſcience, of all the afflictions you have hi- 
.therto undergone, as well as of thoſe which, in the 
courſe of nature and providence, yau have reaſon to ex - 
pet. May God, who hath endued you with ſo many 
virtues, add ſtrength of mind, and reliance upon his 
mercy, in pibportion to your preſent ſufferings,” as well 


as thoſe be may think fit to try you with, through the 


remainder of your life. 
I fear my preſent ill diſpoſition, both of health and 
mind *, has made me but a ſorry comforter : however, 
it will ſhew, that no circumſtance of life can put you 


out of my mind; and that Tam, with the trueſt reſpect, 


eſteem, and friendſhip, | 2 
Dear MA DAM, | 
Your moſt. obedient, 
and 12 bumble ſervant, 


Jonarna SWI r. 


* Tt was written little more than a month before Mrs Johnſon's 


|  geath, an event which was then almoſt daily expected. Haie, 


* 


7 N \ * N 1 1 


N 


et. 1235. FROM Da SWIFT. 255 


n 
De SwWwIr r 7 Dr SHERI DAN, 


_. _  Market-hill *, Aug. 2. 1728. 

AUR friends here, as well as myſelf, were ſadly diſ- 
appointed upon hearing the account of your jour- 

ney. No body in town or country, as we were in- 
formed, knew where you were: but I perſuaded, our fa- 
mily, that you were certainly in a way of making your- 
ſelf eaſy, and had got that living you mentioned; and 
accordingly we were grieved and rejoiced at the lpſs and 


ſettlement of a friend: but it never entered into our 


heads, that you were beſtowing forty days in ſeveral 
ſages between conſtable and conſtable, without any 
real benefit to yourſelf, further than of exerciſe ; and 
we wiſhed, that no body ſhould have had the benefit 
of your long abſence from your ſchool but yourſelf, 
by a good living, or we by your good company ; much 
Teſs that the pleaſure of ſpighting T bad been your 
great motive. I heartily wiſh you were ſettled at Ha- 
milton's Bawn : and I would be apt to adviſe you, not 
to quit your thoughts that way, if the matter may be 
brought to bear ; for by a letter I juſt received from the 
"Biſhop of Cork, which was ſhort and dry, with the 


ſtale excuſe of pre-engagements, I doubt you can hope 


nothing from him. As to what you call my exer- 
ciſe, I have long quitted it. It gave me too much con- 
ſtraint, and the world does not deſerve it. 
keep it cold, till the middle of winter, | 

As to my return, there are mapy ſpeculations. I am 
well here, and' hate removals. My ſcheme was, that 
you ſhould come hither, as you ſay, and I return with 
you in your chaiſe, Sir Arthur, on hearing your letter, 
preſſed me ta ſtay longer. I am a very buly man, ſuch 
as at Quilca, which you will know when you come : 
yet I would contrive to be preſſed more to ſtay till 


Chriſtmas, and then you may contrive to be here again, 


* The ſeat of Sir Arthur Acheſon.. | | 
. n 


* 


We may 
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and take me back with you time enough for my own 
viſitation : and my reafon of ſtaying is, to be here the 


_ .glantivg and pruning time, &c. IL hate Dublin, and love 
the retirement here, and the civility of my boſts. This 


is my ſtate, and humour upon it, and accordingly you 
are to manage my ſcheme. However, I would have you 
keep your vacation of September here; and let Mrs 
Brent ſend me a dozen guineas (half of them half-gui- 
neas) by you, and a periwig, and a new riding gown 
and eaſſock, and whateverelſe I may want by a longer 
abſence, provided you will * and ſwear that I ſhall 
ſtay. | 

© I had all Mrs Brent's packets by Mr Little. My ſer- 


| vice to Mrs Dingley. I cannot ſay that I have more to 
© fy, than to fay-that Fam, &c, PEE "IFN 


* 


— | 1 6 air 1 1 
irrer re 


Dr Swirt % Dr SR ERIDA N.) 


** Sept. 18. 1728. 


. eh N. Y continuance here is owing partly to indolence, 


and partly to my hatred to Dublin. I am in a 
middling way, between healthy and fick, hardly ever 
without. a little giddineſs or deafneſs, and fometimes 


both. So much for that. As to what you call my leſſon, 


I told you I would think no more of it; neither do I 


£ _ Conceive the world deſerves ſo much trouble from you 


or me. I think the ſufferings of the country for want 
of ſilver, deſerves a paper . ſince the remedy is fo eaſy, 
and thoſe in power ſo negligent. I had ſome other ſub- 
Jects in my thoughts; but truly I am taken up ſo much 
with long lampoons on a perſon who owns you for a 


back, that 1 have no time for any thing elſe ; and if I 


do not produce one every now and then, of about two 


hundred lines, I am chid for my idleneſs, and threatened 


with yo I defire you wilt ſtep te the deanery, ſpeak 


This ſhould alfo be dated from Market-hill, 
+ In the Intelligencer, the 19th number of which is on this ſub- 


te 
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to Mrs Brent “, bid her open the middle great drawer 
of Ridgeway's ſcrutoire m my cloſet, and then do you 
take out from thence, the hiſtory in folio, marble co- 
ver; and two thin folio's fairly writ. I forget the titles, 
but you have read them. One is an account of the pro- 
ceedipgs of Lord Oxford's miniſtry, and the other 4 to 
the ſame purpoſe. There are foul copies of beth in the 
fame drawer ; but do you take out the fair ones, not in 
my hand. Let them be packed up, and brought hither 
by the bearer. My Lady is perpetually quarrelling with 
Sir Arthur and me, and ſhews every creature the libels 
I have writ againſt her ||. ; 
Mr Worral ſent me the particulars of the havock 
made in Naboth's vineyard **. The d— burſt, c. 

I think Lady Dun's burning would be an admirable 
ſubject, to ſhew how hateful an animal a human creature 
is, that is known to have never done any good : the 
rabble all rejoicing, &c. which they would not have 
done at any misfortune to a man known to be chari- 
table. | 

I wiſh you could get in with the Primate, on the ac- 
count of ſome diſcourſe about you here to-day with 
Whaley and Walmſſey. Whaley goes to Dublin on 
Monday next, in order for England. I would have you 
fee him. I fancy you may do fome good with the Pri- 
mate, as to the firſt good vacant ſchool, if you wheedle 
him, and talk a little Whiggiſhly, 


LETTER CXXVIL 
Mr Port 10% Dr SHERIDAN. 
Thank you kindly for your news of the Dean of St 


Patrick's, for your Perſius, for every thing in your 
letter. 


The Dean's houſekeeper. 
1 Hiſtory of the peace of Utrecht. e EA 
- | The ſlate of affairs in 1714. See it in vol. 4. p. 362. 
| See Hamilton's Bawn; or, The grand queſtion debated, in vol. 6, 


331. 
** A field not far from the deanery houſe, which Dr Swift incloſed 
at a great expence, with a fine ſtone wall lined with brick; _ 
My | - 


266 LETTERS TO AND Let. 127. 


letter. I will uſe my warmeſt endeavours to ſerve Dr 
Whaley . Beſides his own merit, the demerit of his 
antagoniſt. goes into the ſcale, and the Dean tells me 
he is a coadjutant of that fool Smedley f. Lou muft 
bade ſeen, but you cannot have read, what he has lately 
publiſhed againſt our friend and me. The only pleaſure 
a bad writer can give me, he has given, that of being 
- abuſed with my betters and my friends. I am much 
' pleaſed with moſt of the Intelligencers 4; but I ama 
fietle piqued at the author of them, for not-once doing 
me the honour of a mention upon ſo honourable an oc- 
caſion as being ſlandered by the dunces, together with 
my friend the Dean, who is properly the author of the 
Dunciad. It had never been writ but at his requeſt, 
and for his deafneſs || : for had he been able to converie 


with me, do you think I had amuſed my time ſo ill! 


——— a — 


1 

| 

| 
| 


— —ů — 


—— 


— 
P * re 5 


* 


— — 


1 will not trouble you with amendments to ſo imperfect 
an edition as is now publiſhed: you'll ſoon ſee a better, 
with a full and true commentary, ſetting all miſtakes 
right, and branding none but our own cattle. Some 
very good epigrams on the gentlemen of the Dunciad, 
have been ſent me from Oxford, and others of the Lon- 
don authors. If 1 had an amanuenſis, (which is a thing 
neither I nor my common trifles are warth), you ſhould 
have them with this. If your univerſity or town. have 
produced any on. this ſubject, pray ſend them me, or 
keep them at leaſt together, for another day they may 
all meet. | | 

1 have writ to the Dean juſt now by Mr Elrington, 
who charges bimſelf with this; and have inſerted a hint 
or two of his libelling the lady of the family; in as in- 
nocent a manner as he does it, he will hardly ſuſpect ! 
had any information of it. l 
; which be planted vines, and the beſt clioſen fruit- trees, for the bene- 
fit of the Dean of St Patrick's for the time being. | 

An eminent clergFman of the dioceſe of Armagh. 

＋ Dean of Fernes. See Au excellent new ballad, &c. in vol. 6. p. 339. 

+ Though this letter is not dated, it appears, by the mention here 
made of the Intelligencers, to be written in 1728; and by the Dean's 


 Tibelling the lady, to be while he was at Sir Arthur's, where he 
wrote Hamilton's Bawn. * 

I See this compliment elegantly returned in a poem addreſſed to 

Mr Pope, vol. 6. p. has 5 | 
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Though I am a very ill correſpondent; I ſhall at all 
times be glad to have the favour of a line from you. 


My eye-light is bad, my head often in pain, my time 


ſtrangely taken up. Were I my own maſter (which, I 
thank God, I am yet in all points but one, where huma-» 
vity only conſtrains me), I would infallibly ſee Ireland 
before I die, But whether that, or many other of my 
little, though warm deſigns, will ever take eſſect, 


Caliginoeſa nocte premit Deus . 


| Fam (where ever I am) the Dan's, and the Dean's 


friends, and conſequently faithfully, 
, 
hack Teur affedionate ſervant, 


A. Pop E. 


LETTER cxxvm. 
Dr SWIir r t Dr SuERLIDAN 


Dublin, March 27. 1733. 


—— your letter with ſome pleaſure, and a good 


deal of concern. The condition you are in requires 


the greateſt haſte hither, although your ſchool did not; 


and when you arrive, I will force Dr Helſham “ to ſee 
and direct you. Your ſcheme of riding and country-air, 
you fine, hath not anſwered ; and therefore you have no- 


thing to truſt to, but the aſſiſtance of a friendly, (kilful 


doctor. For. whether they can do any good or no, it is 
all we have for it; and you cannot afford to die at pre- 


ſent, becauſe the public, and all your family, have oeca- 


ſion for you. Beſides, I do not like the place you are in +, 
from your account, ſince you ſay people are dying there 
fo faſt. You cannot afford to loſe daily blood; but 
I ſuppoſe you are no more regular than you have been 


* A very eminent phyſician, of great learning. 

+ The free ſchool of Cavan, in the gift of the crown; for which 
Dr Sheridan exchanged bis living at Dunboyne, and in which be hath, 
been ſince ſueceeded by Mr Moore. . 
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in your whole life. I like the article very much which 
you propoſe in your will ; and if that takes place for- 
ty years hence, and God, for the fins of men, ſhould 
continue that life ſo long, I would have it be ſtill in- 
ſerted ; unleſs you could make it a little ſharper. I own 
you have too much reaſon to complain of ſome friends, 
who, next to yourſelf, have done you moſt hurt; whom 
ſtill J eſteem and frequent, 8 confeſs I cannot 

heartily forgive. Yet certainly the caſe was not mere- 
ly perſonal malice to you, (although it had the ſame ef- 
fea), but a kind of I know not what job, which one of 
them hath often heartily repeated, however it came to 
be patched up. I am confident your collection of Bon 
- mots *, and Contes à rire, will be much the beſt extant ; 
but you are apt to be terribly ſanguine about the pro- 


| _ fits of publiſhing: however it ſhall have all the puſhing 


I can give. I have been much out of order with a ſpice 
of my giddineſs, which began before you left us. I am 
better of late days, but not right yet, though I take daily 
drops and bitters. I muſt do the beſt I can, but ſhall 
never more be a night - walker. You hear they have in 
England paſſed the exciſe on tobacco; and by their votes 
it appears they intend it on more articles. And care is 
taken by ſome ſpecial friends here, to have it the ſame 
way here. We are ſlaves already: and from my youth 
upwa ts, the great wiſe men whom J uſed to be among, 
taught me, that a general exciſe (which they now by 
degrees intend) is the moſt direct and infallible way to 
lla very. Pray G—— fend it them in his juſtice ; for 
they well deſerve it. All your friends and the town, 


are juſt as you left it. I humdrum it on, either on horſe- 


back, or dining and fitting the evening at home; en- 
deavouring to write, but write nothing, merely out of 
indolence, and want of ſpirits, No ſoul has broke his 
neck, or is hanged, or married; only Cancerina + is dead, 
and T Jet her go to her grave without a coffin, and with- 


Perhaps Bons mots de Stella, and Thoughts on various ſubjeAs, arc 
part of this collection. They are both in this volume. 

7 One of thoſe poor people to whom the Dean uſed to give mo- 
ney, when he met them in his walks. Some of them he named thus, 
partly for diſtinction, and partly for humour; Cancerina, Stumpa- 

»ympba, Pull · a- gaun · a, Friterilha, Flora, Stumpantha. 
- | | | out 
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out fees, — So I am = g to take my evening-walk 
after five, having not been out of doors yet. I wiſh 


you well and ſafe at home. Pray call on me on Sunday 
9 fs | 


I am your's, &c. | 


P. S. I believe there are 2 lipadred literal blanders, 


but I cannot ſtay to mend them. — 80 Pick as you are 


able. 
Tam not ſo FRANK a \ writer as you. 


& 


LET TE R | CXXIX. 


D- svirr 1% Dr Sunn zor. 5 
by Sept. 12, 1945. 
Ere is a very ingenious obſervation upon the days 
of the week. and in rhyme, worth your obſerva- 
tion, and very proper for the information of boys and 
girls, that they may not forget to reckon them. Sun- 


day's a pun-day, Monday's 4 dun. day, T ue/day's a news-day, 
Weaneſday's a friend 1-day, Thurſday's a curs 'd-day, Friday's 


a dry-day, Saturday's the latter- day. I intend ſomething 
of equal uſe upon the months; as, January, women 
vary. 1 ſhall likewiſe in due time make ſome obſerva- 


tion upon each year as it palles: So for the preſent 
years ! 


One thouſand ſeven hundred and thirty e 
When only the 4. * r will thrive. 


- And for the next : 


One thouſand ſeven hundred and thirty f, 
When the . will carry the b——ps to 2 


Perge: 


One thouſand ſeven hundred and thir ty-ſeven, 


When the Whigs are ſo blind they aa, bell for heav'n. 


I will carry theſe predictions no further than to the 
year 2001, when the learned think the world will heat 
end, or the fine-all-cat-a ſtrow · fee. . 
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The is oh 10 —— ond one, 
2 and — to hell all are 2 


When that time comes, pray remember the diſcovery 
came from me. 

It is now time 1 ſhould begin my 1 L hope you 

t ſafe to Cavan, and have got no cold on thoſe two 


terrible days. All your friends are well, and I as I uſed 


to be. I received yours. My humble ſervice: to your 


lady, and love to your children. I ſuppoſe you have all 


the news ſent you. I hear off no marriages going on. 


One Dean Croſfs,: an eminent divine, we hear is to be 
\ > Biſhop of Cork.— 


Stay till I aſk a ſervant, what Pa- 
trick'#bells ring for ſo late at night. Lou, fellow, 


As it for joy or forrow ? I believe it ſome of our royal 
2 birthdays. —— Oh, they tell me, it is for joy a _ 


maſter is e * the nen of derber 
farewel. , ; 


ae 1 Re. 
n > pf 12 33% 5 | 
Dr SWIFT, t0 Dr SHEREDAN» 


. Sept. 30. 1735. 


FRY was the going out * the laſt Lord Mayor, 


and to-day the coming in of the new, who is Al- 
derman Grattan. The Duke was at both dinners ; 
but I thought it enough to go to-day, and I came away 
before ſix, with very little meat or drink. The club + 
meets in a week, and I determine to leave the town as 
ſoon as poſſible ; for I am not able to live within the 
air of ſuch raſcals : but whither to go, or how far my 
health will permit me to travel, I cannot tell; for my 
mind miſgives me, that you are neither in humour nor 
capacity to receive me as a gueſt. I had your law-letter. 
Thoſe things require ſerious conſideration, In order to 


bring them to a due Sven a wiſe man will pre- 


4" The Duke of Dorſet, Lord 8 of "EY 2 
| The Iriſh parliament, Sce the next Rus, and the poem there 


pare | 
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pare a large fund of idioms; which are tipghly uſeful, 


when literally tranſlated by a ſlcilful, eloquent hand; 


and except our Latins- Anglicus, is the moſt neceſſary, as 


well as ornamental part of human learning. But then 


we muſt take ſpecial care of infuſing the moſt uſetul pre- 
cepts far the direction of human life, particularly for in- 


ſtructing princes and great miniſters, diſtributing our, 


praiſes and cenſures with the utmoſt impartiality and 
juſtice. This is what I have preſumed to attempt, al- 
though very conſcious to myſelf of my inferior abilities 
for ſuch a performance. I begin with /ady. And be- 
cauſe the judicious Mr Locke ſays it is neceſſary to ſettle 
terms, before we write upon any ſubject, I deſcribe a 
certain feinale of your acquaintance, whoſe name ſhall 
be Dorothy. It is in the following manner. Dolis aſtra 
per, aſtra mel, a ſus, @ quogue et; atra pes, an id lar, ala: 
ibo nes, a pre ter, at at lar, avi fi ter, age ipſi, iſtro lar, 
an empti pate, ara lar, aram lar, an et, ades ever, aft rum- 
pet, ad en, agam lar, agrum lar, ac ros pus, affiat error, 
ape e per, as noti nos, arraver, a huc ſiare, aſſo fit ter, avi 
per, ad rive lar, age lar, apud lar, a fis lar, a fi ter, a 
far ter, as hi ter, anus lar, a mus lar, arat lar, a min- 
Ximas, a prata pace, a galla per, a five, Moſt learned Sir, 
I intreat you will pleaſe to obſerve, (ſince I muſt ſpeak 
in the vulgar language), that, in the above forty-three 
denominations for female, many of them end with the 


* domeſtic deity lar, to ſhew that women were chiefly cre» 


ated for family - affairs; and yet 1 cannot hear, that any 
other author hath made the ſame remark. I have like- 
wiſe begun a treatiſe of geogrephy, (the Angle- Anzlarians 
call it erroneouſly Fog Kaiph , Mei quo te ſummo fit? 
Ara canis a miti citi; an ay et Ali cantis qui te as bigas it. 
Barba dus is more p:pulus. An leg is a des arti bere. I 
have a third treatiſe, to.dire& young ladies in reading. 
Ama dis de Gallis a fine his tori, an dy et Belli anis i; ab et 
er. Summas eurus Valent in an Dori ne isthmo; te legant 
wum alto bis ure. 1 canna me fore do mæſti cani mates o 
fallique nat ure ; na mel i, ac at, arat, amaſii, fanda le- 
di; Imæ ad amo uſto o; a lædi inde edi mite ex captas a 
beafii e werme et aram lingo ut. Prais mi cum pari ſono 
dius orno? 

I believe ſome evil ſpirit hath got poſſeſſion of you 

Vor. VIII. 2. and 
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and a few others, in conceiving I have any power with 

the D—of D—;, or with any one biſhop, or man of 
power. I did but glance a ſingle word to the D 
about as proper a thing as he could do, and yet he turn- 
ed it off to ſome other diſcourſe. You ſay one word of 
my mouth would do, &c, I believe the rhyme of my 
word would do juſt as much. Am I not univerſally known 

to be one who diſlikes all preſent perſons and proceed- 
ings? Another writes to deſire, that I would prevail 
on the Archbiſhop of Dublin * to give him the beſt pre- 
bend of St Patrick's. Let Biſhop Clayton + allow the 
reſignation, ſince Donellan is provided for. I mention- 
ed to the D-——, that Donellan ſhould be Dean of 
Cork, on purpoſe to forward the reſigna tion of old 
Caulfield: but it would not do; though Caulfield ſeems 
to have ſome hopes, and it is Biſhop, Clayton's fault if 
he does not yield, c. 5 


LETTER CxXXI. 
Dr Swier to Dr SHERIDAN- 


| t Abril 24. 1736. 
T Have been very ill for theſe two months paſt with 
giddineſs and deafneſs, which laſted me till about ten 
days ago, when I gradually recovered ; but ſtill am weak 
and indolent, not thinking avy thing worth my thoughts ; 
and although (I forget what I am going to ſay, ſo it 
ſerves for nothing) I am well enough to ride, yet I will 
not be at the pains. Your friend Mrs Whiteway, who D 
zs upon all occaſions ſo zealous to vindicate, is one whom 75 
I deſire you to chide: for, during my whole ſickneſs, 
the was perpetually plaguing and ſpunging on me; and ſo 


though ſhe would drink no wine herſelf, yet ſhe increa - vi 
ſed the expence, by making me force it down her wi 
throat, Some of your eight rules I follow, ſome I re- - ane 
\ © Te foba Healy: | we, 
- + Dr Clayton, Biſhop of Cork. I 


} The paragrephs in Ialic in this and the following letter, were 
written by Mrs Whiteway, a couſin-german of Dr Switt's. 
. 


f ' 
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ject, ſome J cannot compaſs, I mean merry fellows. Mr 
J. KR — never fails. I did within two days paſt ring 
him ſuch a peal in relation to you, that he muſt be the 
d—|] not to conſider it. I will uſe him the ſame way, 
if he comes to-morrow (which 1 do not doubt) for a 
int of wine. I like your project of a ſatire on Fair- 
lather *, who is an arrant raſcal in every eireumſtance. 
Every fyllable that is worth reading in this letter, you are 
to ſuppoſe I writ it; the Dean only tork the hints from me; 
but he has put them fo ill togeth:r, that 1 am forced to tell 
you this in my oaun juſtificaticn. Had you been worth hang- 
ing, you <would have come to town this vacation, and 1 
evould have ſhewn you a poem on. the legion club. 1 do 
not doubt but that a certain perſon will pretend be writ it, 
becauſe there is @ copy of it in bis hand, tying on his tatl: ;; 
but do not mind that ; for there are ſome people in the worid 
au ſay any thing. I wiſh you could give ſome account of 
poor Dr Sheridan. I heer the reaſon he did not come to togun 
this Eaſfler, is, that Le waited to fee a neighboan & his 
hanged. N | 
Whatever is ſaid in this page by Goody Whiteway, 
T have not read, nor will read; but aſſure you, if it re- 
lates to me, it is all a lie: for ſhe ſays you have taught 
her that art; and, as the world goes, and ſhe takes you 


h fora wiſe man, ſhe ought to follow your practice. To 
n be ſerious, I am ſorry you faid fo little of your own af- 
k fairs, and of your health; and when will you pay me 
F any money ? For, upon my conſcienee, you have half - 
it ſtarved me. 


The plover eggs were admirable, and the worſied for the 
Dean's flockings ſo fine, that not one knitter here can Init 
them. | 

We neither of us know what the other hath writ ; 
ſo one anſwer will ſerve, if you write to us both, pro- 
vided yon juſtly, give us both our ſhare, and each of us 
will read our own part. Pray tell us how you breathe, 
and whether that diforder be better. | 

If the Dean fbould give you any hint about money, vc 
ned not mind bim; for, to my knowledge, be borrowed 
twenty pounds a month ago, to keep bimſelf alive. | 


* Sec the next letter. 
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Ils am forry to tell you, that poor Mrs Whiteway is 
to be hanged on Tueſday next, for ſtealing a piece of 
Indian filk out of Bradſhaw's ſhop, and did not ſet the 
houſe on fire, as I adviſed her. I have wrote a very 
maſterly poem on the /egion-club; which, if the printer 
ſhould be condemned to be hanged for it, you will ſee 
in a three-penny book; for it is 240 lines. Mrs White- 

way is to have half the profit and half the hanging. 

Te Drapier went this day to the Tholſel as a merchant, 
20 fign a fetition to the government againſi lowering the gold; 

where, aue hear, be made a long ſheech, for which be will be 


reckened @ Facobite, God ſend vanging does not go round. 
1 5 N Yours, &c. 


r rn RR CXXXT 
Dr SWI IT t Dr SHERIDAN» 


Dublin, May 1 5+ 1736. 

RS Whiteway and I were fretting, raging, ſtorm- 
ing, and fuming, that you had not ſent a letter 
{ince you got to your Caban, (for the V conſonant was 
anciently a B), I mean Cavan: but, however, we mingled 
pity ; for we feared you had run away from ſchool, and 
Jeſt the key under the door. We were much diſap- 
pointed, that the ſpring and beginning of ſummer had 
not introduced the muſes, and that your now walkable 
roads had not rouſed your ſpirits. We are here the hap- 
pieſt people in the univerſe. We have a year and a balf 
before the club will meet, to be reven ged further on the 
clergy, who never offended them: and in England their 
parliament are following our ſteps, only with two or 
three ſteps for our one. It is well you have done with 
the church“; but pray take care to get money, elſe in 
a year or two more they will forbid all Greek and La- 
tin ſchools, as Popiſh and Jacobite. 1 took leave of 
the Duke and Ducheſs to-day. He has prevailed on us 
to 2 a promile to beſtow upon England 25,000 J. a- 


Dr Sheridan exchanged his ming at Dunboyne, for the ſchool 
of Cavan, 
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year for ever, by lowering the gold coin, againſt the 


petition of all the 88 ſhopkeepers, c. to a. 


man. May his own eſtate be lowered the other forty 
parts ; for we now loſe by all gold two and a balf per 


cent. He will be a better (that is to ſay, a worſe) man 


by 60,000 l. than he was when he came over, and the 


nation better (that is to ſay worſe) by above half a 


million; befides the worthy method he hath taken in 


diſpoſal of employments in church and ſtate. Here is a 


curſed long libel running about in manuſcript on the 


legion club. It is in verſe, and the fooliſh town imputes 
it to me. There were not above thirteen abuſed (as it 


is ſaid) in the original; but others have added more, 


which I never ſaw; though I have once read the true one. 
I have often given my opinion, that an honeſt man never 
wiſhed himſelf to be younger. My ſentiment, I find, ought 


not to have been univerſal, becauſe, to my ſorrow, I have. 


lived to change. I have ſeen ſince the death of the late 


Queen (who had few equals before her in every virtue, 
ſince monarchy began) ſo great a contempt of religion, 


morality, liberty, learning, and common ſenſe, among us 


in this kingdom; a hundred degrees beyond what I ever 
met with in any writer, ancient or modern. Iam very 
confident, that a complete hiſtory of the fooliſh, wicked, 
weak, malicious, ruinous, factious, unaccountable, ridicu- 
lous, abfurd proceedings in this kingdom, would contain 
twelve large volumes in folio, of the ſmalleſt letter in 
the largeſt paper. What has Fowlbrother * done to 


provoke you? TI either never heard, or have forgot your 


provocations; but he was a fellow have never been 
able to endure. If it can be done, I will have it printed; 
and the title ſhall be, Upon a certain bookſeller (or printer) 
in Utopia. Mrs Whiteway will be here to morrow, 
and ſhe-will anſwer your ſincere, open hearted letter, 


very particularly; for which I will naw leave room. So 


adieu for one night. | 


S I R, $5 
T 4 51. mof? fincerely obliged to you for all the civil things 
you hade ſaid to me, and of me tothe Dean. I found the 
good effeci? of them this day: when Tavaited on him, le re- 


* Faiibrother. Sce the laſt letter, and the ſubſequent part of this, 
Z 3 ctided 
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ceived me with great good humour; ſaid ſomething had hap- 
pered fince be ſaw me laſt, that had convinced him of my 
merit ; that be aba, ſorry he had treated me wwith ſo little 
 difiinition, and that hereafter I ſhould not be put upon the 
Foot of an bumble companion, but treated like a lady of wit, 
and learning, and fortune ; that if be could prevail on Dr 
| Sheridan to part with his wife, he would make ber his 
Friend, bis nur/e, and the manager of his family, I appro- | 
ved entirely of bis choice; and at the ſame time expreſſed my 
fears, that it would be impoſſible for you to think of living 
. evitbout ber. This is all that 122 evith me. But confi- 
dering the- friendſhip you expreſs ta me for the Dean, ] hope 
yon wwill be perſuaded to conſider his good rather than your 
own, and ſend ber up immediately ; or elſe it will put him to 
' the expence of giving three ſhillings and four pence for a 
due; and he declares, that the badneſs of pay of bis tithes, 
ſfince the reſolutions of the parliament of Ireland, puts this 
aut of his power. | P hs | 


I could not gueſs why you were fo angry at Fowl- 
brother ; till Mrs Whiteway, who you find is now with 
me, {aid it was for publiſhing ſome works of yours and 
mine like a rogue; which is ſo uſual to their trade, that 
Inow am weary of being angry with it. I go on, to 
deſire that Mrs Donaldſon * will let me know what 1 
owe her, not in juſtice,” but generoſity. If you could 

find wine and victuals, I could be glad to paſs ſome part 
of the ſummer with you, if health would permit me ; 
for I have ſome club- enemies, that would be glad to 
ſhoot me, and I do not love to be ſhot : it is a death J 
have a particular averſion to. But I ſhall henceforth 
walk with ſervants well armed, and have / ordered 
them to kill my killers ; however, I would have them 
be the beginners. I will do what I can with Mr R—, 
who (money excepted) is a very honeſt man. How is 
your breathing? As to myſelf, my life and health are 
not worth a groat. How ſhall we get wine to your 
cabin? I can ſpare ſome; and am preparing diaculum 
to ſave my ſkin as far as Cavan, and even to Belturbut. 
Pray God preſerve you. | 
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I am, &c. 
* An inkeeper at Cavan. 7 4 
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DE TP EI 


Dr SWIFT 74 Dr SHERIDAN. 


N. Dublin, June 5. 1736. 
OU muſt pay your groat (as if you had been drunk 
laſt night) for this letter; becauſe I am neither 
acquainted with any frank cur, nor the of 
frank king. I am glad you have got the piles, becauſe 
it is a mark of health, and a ſtrong conſtitution. I be- 
lieve what you ſay of the IAegion club poem; for it plainly 
appears a work of a /egion-club ; for I hear there are 
fifty different copies; but what's that to me? And you 
are in the right, that they are not treated according to 
their merit. You' never writ fo regularly in your life; 
and therefore when you write to me, always take care 
to have the piles; I mean any piles, except thoſe of 
lime and ſtone ; and yet piles are not fo bad as the fore. 
I fiad you intend to be here (by your date) in a dozen 
days hence. The room ſhall be ready for you ; thouph 
I ſhall never have you in a morning, or at dinner, or in 
an evening ; at all other times I ſhall be peſtered with 
you. John R—— (for he does not deſerve the name of 
Jack) is gone to his ſix miles off country-ſeat for the 
ſummer, I admire at your bill of 10 l. odd; for I 
thought your firſt was double : or is it an additional 
one? When you ſatisfy me, I will ſend down to him 
with a vengeance ; although, except that damned vice 
of avarice, he is a very agreeable man._— As to your 
veniſon, vain is one who expects it. I am checking you 
for your chickens, and could lamb you for your /ambs. 


Addenda qucdam. 
My wife a rattling, 
My children tattling, 
My money ſpent is, | I 
And due my rent is. 


»The author held puns in contempt, but would ſometimes make 
himſelf merry with them. , he | 
My 
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My ſchool decreaſing, 
My income ceaſing. 
All people teaſe me, | 
But no man pays me. 5 
 - My Warſhip is bit, 
Pio take the right way, 
Conſult friend Whiteway. 
Would you get flill mare!) 
Go flatter Kilmore *. 
©. Your geeſe are old, 


Your wife a ſcold. 
Haw live among ill ' folks in a, Arg bell. 1 2 | 
Du never have an old friend at Cavan. 


Mrs Whiteway is ever your friend ; but your old ones 
have forſaken you, as mine have me. My head is very 
bad; and I have juſt as much ſpirits left as a drowned 

| mouſe. Era do not you give yourſelf airs of pretend- 
ing to have flies in ſummer at Cavan ; and ſuch a no ſum. 
mer as this. I, who am the beſt fly-catcher in the king- 
dom, have riot thought it worth my time to ſhow wy 
{cill in that art. I believe nothing of your garden-im- 
provements ; for I know you too well. What you ſay 
of your leanneſs is incredible; for when I faw you laſt, 
you were as broad as long. But if you continue to 
' breathe free, (which nothing but exerciſe can give), you 
may be ſafe with as little fleſh as J, which is none at all. 
I had your letter juſt before this was ſealed 3 but I 
| cannot t anſwer 1 it now, 


- 


L * T TER Ccxxxiv. 


Dy S* 1 1 to Dr s uE ND. 


| | | July 10. 1736. 
Received your two letters, The firſt is mingled with 
Latin and Engliſh, one following the other: now 


LM Dr Joſiah Hort, then Biſhop of Kilmore. 


1 
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I ſcorn that way, and put both languages in one. How- 
ever, for the ſake of order, I will begin with anſwering 
your ſecond letter before the firft, becauſe it deſerves 
one on account of your preſents. From bogs, rivers, 
mountains, moſſes, quagmires, heaths, lakes, kennels, 
ditches, weeds, &c. Ve. Se. Ce. — Mrs Whiteway 
was pleaſed, although very unjuſtly,. to criticiſe upon 
every curiofity. She ſwears, the oper of grave was of 
your own voiding, as ſhe found by the ſmell: that 
your whole artichoak leaf ſhows its mother to be ſmaller 
than a Ry and I confeſs you were ſomewhat un- 
wary in expoſing it to cenſure. Your raſberry ſhe com- 
pared with the head of a corking-pin, and the latter 
had the victory. Your currants were invilible, and we 
could not diſtinguiſh the red from the black. Your - 
purſlane paſſed very well with me, but ſhe ſwore it was 
houſe-leek. She denies your Cavan fly to be genuine; 
but will have itz that, for the credit of your town, you 
would have it born there, although Mrs Donaldſon con- 
feſſes it was ſent her in a box of brown ſugar, and died 
as it entered the gates. Mrs Whiteway proceeds fur - 

ther in her malice, declaring your naſturtium to be only 
a p· ſs a- bed; your beans as brown as herſelf, and of 
the ſame kind with what we fatten hogs in Leiceſter- . 
ſhire., In one thing ſhe admires your generoſity, that, | 

| tor her ſake, you would ſpare a drop or two of your ca- 
nal-water, which by the ſpongy bottom needs it. fo 
much. The only defects of them all were, that they 
wanted colour, ſight, and ſmell ; yet, as to the laſt, we 
beth acknowledged them all to exhale a general fuſti- 

_ nels, which however did much reſemble that of your 
Cavan air. | 


L E TT ER cxxxv. 


Dr SWIFT e Dr SHERIDA RN. 


Received your letter, which begun with /ings *. You 
L 1 have thirteen in all, and I have got but a hundred 


* A termination whimſically applied. Sce the next letter. 
and 


— 
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and ſixty ; a trifle! Find me ten more than mine, and 
I will give you ten guineas for the eleventh. Mine are 
all down, and only twelve, which are not entered in a 
letter; which I will ſend you when health permits, and 

1 have nothing elſe to do; and that may be a twelve · 

month hence, if my diſorder will let me hold out fo 
long: You were born to be happy, for you take the 
leaſt piece of good fortune chearfully. 1 ſuppoſe your 
arithmetic is, that three boys a-week are a hundred 2nd 
_ fifty-nine in a year; and ſeven guineas a-week are three 
hundred and ſixty five per annum, Can you reckon, that 
the county, and the next, and Dublin, will provide you 
with thirty lads in all, and good pay, of which a dozen 
- ſhall be lodgers? Does the cheapneſs of things anſwer 
your expectation? Have you ſent away your late young- 


er - married daughter? and will you ſend away the other ? 


Let me deſire you will be very regular in your accounts; 
becauſe a very honeſt friend of your's and mine tells me, 
that, with all your honeſty, it is an uneaſy thing to 
have any dealings with you that relate to accounts, by 
your frequent forgetfulneſs and confuſion ; for you have 
no notion of regularity; and I do not wonder at it, 
conſidering the ſcattered, confuſed manner in which you 
have lived. Mrs Whiteway thanks you for the good 
opinion you have of her; and I know ſhe always Joved 
and defended you. I cannot tell when I ſhall be able 
to travel. I have three other engagements on my hands, 
but the principal is to ſee the Biſhop of Offgry. Yet I 
dread the lying abroad above five miles. I am never 
well. Some ſudden turns are every day threatening me 
with a giddy fit; and my affairs are terribly imbroiled. 
J have a ſcheme of living with you, when the College- 
- green club is to meet: for in theſe times. I deteſt the 
town, and hearing the follies, corruptions, and laviſh 
practices of thoſe miſrepreſentat ive brutes ; and re- 
folve, if I can ſtir, to paſs that whole time at Bath or 
Cavan. 1 ſay again, keep very regular accounts, in large 
books, and a fair hand ; not like me, who, to fave pa- 
per, confuſe every thing. Your mind is honeſt, but 
your memory a knave ; and therefore the Scotch mean 
the ſame thing by mizding, that we do by remembering. 
Sirrab, faid I to a Scotch footman, why did you bo 

. that 


N 
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that errand\? Becauſe I did not ind it, quo Sawny. A 
curſe on theſe twenty ſoldiers drumming through my li- 
berty twice a-day, and going to a barrack “ the govern- 
ment bath placed juſt under my noſe. I think of a line 
in Virgil Traveſty. The ./ cut their yelping wweaſons. 
We expett Lord Orrery and Biſhop Rundle next week. 
—— This letter was intended for laſt poſt, but inter- 
ruptions and horſes hindered it. Poor Mrs Acheſon is 
relapſed at Grange, and worſe than ever. I was there 
yeſterday, and met Dr Hm, who hopes ſhe was a little 
better.—— 16. Here has no body been hanged, mar- 
ried, or dead, that I hear of, Dr Grattan is confined 
by a boil ; if you alk him where, he will ſell you a bar- 
gain. My chief country-companion now is philoſopher 
Webber; for the Grattans and Jackſons are neither to 
be found at home or abroad, except Robin, who can- 
not ſtir a foot. f 


* 


rr RN c 


Dr SwirT % Dr SHERIDAN. 

| 1 April g. 1737. 
Bout a month ago I received your laſt letter, 
wherein you complain of my long filence ; what 
will you do when I am fo long in anſwering ? I have 
one excuſe which will ſerve for all my friends; I am 
_ worn out with diſorder of mind and body; a long 
t of deafneſs, which Rill continues, hath unqualified me 
for converſing, or thinking, or reading, or hearing; to 
all this is added an apprehenſion of giddineſs, whereof I 
haye frequently ſome frightful touches. Beſides, I can 
hardly write ten lines without twenty blunders, as you 
will ſee by the number of ſcratchings and blots before 
this letter is done: in to the bargain, I have not one 
rag of memory left; and my friends have all forſaken me, 
except Mrs Whiteway, who preſerves ſome pity for my 
condition; and a few others, who love wine that coſts 


* Called now the poddle-guard, and kept within the liberties of St 
Patrick's to ſuppreſs riots, a | | 
| them 
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them nothing. As to my taking a journey to Cavan, I 
am juſt as capable as of a voyage to China, or of run- 
ning races at Newmarket. But to ſpeak in the Latini- 
tas Gratteniana, Tu clamas meretrix primus; for we have 
all expected you here at Eaſter, as you were uſed to do. 


Your muſter-roll-of meat is good, but of drink in 
ſup port able. Yew wann twine, My ftreſs Albavia 
has eaten here all your hung beef, and ſaid it was very 


good. The affair of high importance in their family is, 


that Miſs Molly hath ifſued out orders, with great pe- 
nalties, to be called Mrs Harriſon : which cauſeth many 
ſpeck you'll aſh owns. Il am now come to the noli 
me tan jerry, which begg inns wyth Mad dam. So 
I will go on, by the ſtrength of my own wit, upon points 
of the high eſt imp or taunts, I have been very curious 
in conſidering that fruitful word ling: which explains 
many fine qualities in ladies; ſuch as, grow ling, ray ling, 
tip ling, (ſeldom) toy ling, numb ling, grumb ling, curr 
ling, puſs ling, buſs ling, firow ling, ramb ling, quarry ling, 


tat ling, whiff ling, dabb ling, doub ling. Theſe are but as 


_ ample o fan hunn dread mower : they have all got cold 
this winter, big owing tooth in lick lad ink old wet ber, 
and dare ink you rabble. —— Well, i triumph over you, 
Is corn urine cap a city. Pray tell me, does the land 
of Quilca pay any rent? or is any paid by the tenant ? 
or is there not any part of 50 l. to be got? But before 
vou make complaints of ill payments from your ſchool, 
I will declare I was never ſo i: paid as now, even by my 
richer debtors. I have finiſhed my will for the laſt time; 
wherein I left ſome little legacy, which you are not to 
receive till you ſhall be entirely out of my debt, and 
paid all you owe me to my executors. And I have 
made very honourabl- mention of you in_the will, as 
the conſideration of my leaving theſe legacies to you · 

Explain this proverb. Salt dry fi, and the wedaing- 
gold, is the vice of women both young and old. Yes, you 
have it i nam o mento time, 'The old buncks Shepherd 
has buried his only fon, who was a young huncks come 
to age. | 


— 
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You are as faithleſs as a Carthaginian, | 
To love at once Kate, Nell, Dol, Martha, Jenny, Anne. 


A ſpecimen of Latinitas Grattaniana. 


GO ludam diabolum ſuper duos baculus cum te. 
Voca ſuper me cras. 

\ Profefto ego dalo tibi tuum wentrem 8 legis. 
Sine me ſalum cum ill. Ego capiam tempus, . 

Quid peſtis welles tu e apud ? 25 

Ege fatiam te fumare. 

Duc uxorem weni ſuper.” 

Ego dabo tibi pyxidem in aure, 

Ego faciam ſecare ſaltum. 

Veni, veni, ſolve ſuum ſcotum, et fac non plura verba. 

Id eft' plus expenſi quam veneratio. 

Si tu es pro lege, dabo tibi legem, tuum ventrem plenum. 

Ut diabolus voluit habere id. | 

Quaid eſ materia tecum ? 


Tu habes wetus proverbium ſuper tuum latws b | * 


Nihil eft nunguam in periculo. 
Cape me apud illud, et ſu uſpende me, 
Ego capio ta apud tuum verbum. 
Tu wenis in farti tempore. a 
Eft formoſus corporatu: homo in facie 
Eſae tu ſuper pro omni die? 
Morſus : Eſue tu ibi cum tuis urſu? 
Ale oft ex ſuper ſuam ſerwatienem. *. 
Tu eft carcer avis. 
Ego amo mendacem in meo corde, et tu aptas me ad crinem, 
Ego dicam tibi quid: Hic e magnus clangr, et parva lana. 
Duid! tu es ſuper tuum altum equum. 
Tu nunquam ſervaſii tuum ver bum. 
Hic e diabolus et omne agere. 
Viſne tu eſ tam bonus, quam tuum verbum ? 
Ego faciam porcum wel canem de id, 
Ego ſervo hoc pro pluvioſo die. 
Ego peſſum facere id cum digito madido. 
Vol. VIII. A a | Prefecte 
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Prafacto ego babui nullam manum in id. 
_ Efxe tu in aure nid? ; Ko; 

Tu eft homo extranei rents, 

Precor, ambula fuer. — 

Ego intro non in tuas querelas. | 

Ego feci amorem virgini honoris. 5 
Duomodo wenit id circum, quod tu ludis flultum ita? 
Vos ibi, fac viam pro meo domino. 55 
Omnes ſocii apud pedem pilam. : 
Famine et linteum aſpiciunt time per candelæ lucem. 


rin n. 
De S WIr r to Dr SHERIDAN. 


I Will on Monday (this is Saturday, May 22. as you 
will read below in the date) ſend or talk to Mr 
Smith : but I diſtruſt your ſanguinity ſo much, (by 
my own deſponding temper), that I know not whether 
that affair of your juſticeſhip be fixed ; but I thall know 
next week, and write or act accordingly. Ibattled in 
vain with the Duke and his clan agaiuſt the lowering of 
gold, which is juſt a kind ſettlement upon England of 
25,000 |. a-year for ever. Yet ſome of my friends dif- 
fer from me, though all agree that the abſentees will be 
juſt ſo much gainers. I am exceſſively glad that your 
difficulty of breathing is over; for what is life but 
breath ? I mean not that of our noſtrils, but our lungs. 
You muſt in ſummer ride every half-holiday, and go to 
church every Sunday ſome miles off, The people of 
England are copying from us to plague the clergy ; but 
they intend far to outdo the original. I wiſh I were 
to be born next century, when we ſhall be utterly rid 
of parſons, of which, God be thanked, you are none 
at preſent ; and until your Biſhop give you a living, I 
will leave off (except this letter) giving you the title 
of Reverend, I did write him lately a letter with a wit- 
. neſs, relating to his printer of guadrille, (did you ever 
ſee it ?), with which he half ruined Faulkner. He 


This ſhould have been dated 22d May 1737, but is not. 
| | | promiſes 
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promiſes (againſt his nature) to conſider him; but in- 
terpoſed an exception, which I believe will deſtroy the 
whole. Mrs Whiteway gives herſelf airs of loving you; 
but do not truſt her too much; for ſhe grows diſobe- 
dient, and ſays, ſhe is going for to get another favourite. 
In ſhort, ſhe calls you names, and has neither Mr nor Dr 
on her tongue, but calls you plain Sheridan, and pox 
take you. She is not with me now, elſe ſhe would 


read this'in ſpite of me; and, between ourſelves, ſhe 


ſets up to be my governor. I wiſh you had ſent me the 
Chriſtian name of Knatchbull, and I would have writ 
to him; but Iwill ſee him on Monday, if he will be vi- 
ſible, The poem on the /egion-club is lo altered and en- 
Jarged, as I hear, (for I only faw the original), and fo 
damnably murdered, that they have added many of the 
club. to the true number. I hear it is charged to me, 
with great perſonal threatenings from the puppies of- 


fended. Some ſay they will wait for revenge to their 
next meeting; others ſay the privy council will ſum- 
mon the ſuſpected author. If I could get the true copy, 
I would fend it you. Your Biſhop writes me word, that 
Your loſs 


the real author is manifeſt by the work. 


of fleſh is nothing, if it be made up with ſpirit. God 


help him who hath neither, I mean myſelf. I believe I 
ſhall ſay with Horace, Non omnis moriar; for half my 


body is already ſpent. 2 


LET T ER CXXXVIII. 
Dr SwWIr r % Mr Pore. 
Dear SIR, Dublix, April 28. 1739. 
H E gentleman who will have the honour to de- 


liver you this, although he be one related to me, 
which is by no means any ſort of recommendation; for 


I am utterly void of what the world calls natural affec- 


tion ; and with good reaſon, becauſe they are a nume- 
rous race degenerating from their anceſtars, who were 
of good eſteem for their loyalty and ſufferings in the re- 
bellion againſt King Charles I.: this wave 2 of mine, 
who is fo deſirous to wait on you, is named Deane 

Aa 2 Swift 
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Swift , becauſe his great-grandfather by the grand- 

. Mother's fide was Admiral Deane z who having been 

one of the repicides, had the good fortune to ſave his 
neck by dying a year or two before the reſtoration. 

I have a great eſteem for Mr Deane Swift, who is 
much the moſt valuable of any in his family. He was 
firſt a ſtudent in this univerſity, and finiſhed his ſtudies 
in Oxford ; where Dr King, Principal of St Mary Hall, 
aſſured me, that Mr Swift behaved himſelf with good 
reputation and credit. He hath a very good taſte for 
wit, writes agreeable and entertaining verſes, and is a 
perfect maſter, equally {killed 10 'the beſt Greek and Ro- 
man authors. He hath a true ſpirit for liberty, and 
with all theſe advantages is extremely decent and mo- 


deſt. Mr Swift is heir to the little paternal eſtate of 


©, our family at Goodrich in Herefordſhite. My prand- 


father was ſo perſecuted and - plundered two and fifty 
times, by the barbarity of Cromwell's helliſh crew, (of 
- Which I find an account in a book called Mercurius Ru- 


fiicus)), that the poor old gentleman was forced to ſell 
the better half of his eſtate to ſupport his family. How- 


ever, three of his ſons had better fort une; for coming 


over to this kingdom, and taking to the law, they all 
purchaſed good eſtates here; of which Mr. Deane Swift 
hath a good ſhare, but with ſome incumbrance. 

I had a mind that this young gentleman ſhould have 
the honour of being known to you, which is all the fa- 
vour | alk for him; and that if he ſtays any time longer 

in London than he now intends, you will permit him 
to wait on you ſometimes. | | | 


Jam, | 

uu dear frimd, 5 
Your maſt obedient, 95 
and moſi humble ſervant, 


* 
: | | | | 1 | J. SWIFT. 


* Author of A eſſay upon the life, writings, and charadter of Dr 
Swift, publiſhed in 1755 5 | b 
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A LET T ER X. 


Docrox, 
T TRE verens is as fit amanto tellus to ris aſſi. It is 
as illi geſto me. E veri lædi is a prata pace: ſum 
arlo denti i curſum at a venture. A manto mari ad ra- 
pido cetis a miti folli. Ime metum at Annibal. A tu 


es de ſe nite ſed ito a lædi in cum pani offa delatoris, 


præſit in mi lapſu. Dicti camina furiatus, orto præ ven- 
tus: his cot is vel vetas fine aſſa hero. Hiſtrix arſo rudi 
cantabit en durum. His arſis ne ver atqui et. Cæſi, de 
vilis in uti fora puppi. Præ heris anſer. Surſum denis 
agrum, agros, aras calli, as auſi, an empti, an das curvi 
tori. A pacatoris fat at ſuperbius, fed ito Dic; Serra, 
zrugo, origo, I mzres mi angor in as lapithæ belli: I 
promiſſu as ſuras urina gaudi coti intendit ; fori de teſta 
violent parti rogas mi ene mi. As ſuras veni ſonis fit 
fora paſti. Ima deni ſe; far ab ove ad rumor, ora pi- 
per, or a caper in fartor. Sed ito an ebur nec ſto miſt 
de; Ago, arundo formica ne, Iztabo beat mi merci. 
| ſeda punis mi de lite, ora cupa claret ; an di cæſo fore 
var. Alludo dic iſto callus aras calido deni it. Die 


edi in ager, cantu ride mi mare inani para bootes, ora 


nupera ſues? Die has hyems in his pate. His cum pani 
i tecum fora veri ſcilicet o puppis: iras cullum tuenti 
times a de. Dic fed, i amabo, i ſedi deteſtabo, i findit : 
cantu curabo ? Prædixit an do tellus fum tales. Canni- 
bal a ſudo? Olet Serapis in ure bootes: olet hircum. 
A curru artis apparent. As fine as ure cotis, itis as 
Græci aſſa candelis ; nota ſum tuus habet forabo. Atlas 
tu ſed : Serra dicti, ſenſu arſo rude tomis ter deni fe, ure 
nos in mi ars. | | 

Præ ſe Doctor, muſti viſit mi par fonas i intendit ? I 
definit a tu es de nite nec ſtat his labora tori ; an de at 
mi ſuperaturus. | | | 
Itis ag ora forte nite ago finceri ritu notis offa deſine 
tomus ter almi tori parti at ſuper. Se, muſti bipes 


forum, orno? An ebur omine has ſum veri fine ſtipes ; 
I præ ubi ſumto fata porcas i intendat ſum time for a 


Aaz3 meri 


— 


282 LET T ERS TO AND 


meri Es ter, orat Criſta mas s de. As tomi pes, i avum 
redi in atro. 
Is dicor is mari deflet me tecum in tomi cum pani ; 


formidinis in mi pate. Fori cantherina dea bellet alpha 


quarter offa miles diſtans. -© 
Sed ito dic, præis mi lædi Mari abuti orno ? Heris 
anſer; O, as feras ab lac amore, aſſuet as Ajax, as meri 


as an »pis, an das redito fartas a marina rodis. 


Przbe ſpecus a ſatur de nec ſtat ſuperaturus: Ime be- 
aturus Tori rori, as meri aſla piper. | 

Res tore mi in cornu curru ſtola ſatur de. Udi diti 
ſe, an das ſuras agunto, it iſtos hamus. Ime comi 
tuto nugator inani gelu deſervit. Atlas tu me ſufferat a 
gallus fora robur. Itis veri es jto paca juri. Cani ſe 


. Imas Indis Creta manas ubi ? I cano. Prz ſurdo me juſtis. 
Sed ito dixit quietas alam. Senſu axſo pertica nata ni 
time triumpho vero prætor; itis notat alto me, 17 Vas 


uit nota quarto vale. 
Mi puppi is ſulaminis legas i cantu ſim inani. errant. 
Seras de lite iſto flat ter. Afflat error is redito puta 
nos inani ars. Sera ſed i, pullus ſum fruitor lætus pullum, 
an apri coxa bitumen. de lite in. Ire alimenta civi lite 


fora l=dj, butio nimis tecum. Itis inveni findito trito 


humorem. ltis as longa timeas ire membra jumento 


ſume fora det: at ipſi rogato poto vale : uno Io nomen 


agro at. I meto non eſt as l foto mi en emi; an 


dipedit in hiſco in. 


Sinciput Eumenides ago in a furi, lambieum more 


care fulto repent it: Atom, cantu culmen fit fora meri 


cum pani? Atri forum, prædo. Finalis mi de lite, 


Obrult as fine aſſis inaniciti. Ure caris in ops notabit 
fuſti. Aduncis mi de lite, juſtas a paratis ures ; I herum, 


I en eur age, an di ſecundum in almi follis, fora de or fo. 
Tomi ad viſu toris toriſque nota peni inani Hanno veri 
an intereſt. Arma geſti Caro lina has no credit. An 


das tomi Georgica notabit en dure. Mi cur doctor to- 


ral ordinis nupera bootes. 
Miſer vi ceto ure datur An. Pra rem. embrio hera 
peni. I ſum times. caſtas ipſi ater, I mis terat urus. 


2 Sir iam, 


Satur de at nite. F res. 


4 
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A humorous letter to Dr SHñERIDAN , on a literalia 
Scheme of writing. | 

0 bs lp 1585 | 

8 you are a famous inſtructor of youth in the learn» 
ed languages, I cannot doubt of your being will- 


ing to Ons all »/eful inventions, that may further 
improve knowledge. I have often lamented the unne- 


| | | ceſſary 


* Swift was naturally fond of ſeeing his works in print; and he | 
was encouraged in this fondneſs by his friend Dr Sheridan, who had 


the cacoethes ſcribendi; to the greateſt degree, and was continually let- 
ting off ſquibs, rockets, and all ſorts of little fire-works from the preſs: 


dy which means he offended many particular perſons, who, although 


they ſtood in awe of Swift, held Sheridan at defiance. The truth is, 
the poor Doctor, by nature the moſt peaceable, inoffenfive man alive, 
was in a continual ſtate of warefare with the minor poets; and they 
revenged themſelves, or, in the ſtyle of Mr Bays, often gave him faſb 
for-flaſh, and finged bis feathers. The affection between Theſeus and 
Pirithous was not greater than the affection between. Swift and She- 
ridan. But the friendſhip that cemented the two ancient. horoes, pro- 
bably commenced upon motives very different from thoſe which 
united the two modern divines. As in a former letter I drew a pie- 
ture of Swift's wife, [p. 291. of this volume], let me here give you. 
fome ſketches of Swift's friend. 4 | 
Dr Sheridan was a ſchoolmaſter, and, in many inſtances, perfectly 
well adapted for that ſtation. He was deeply verſed in the Greek 
and Roman languages, and in their cuſtoms and antiquities. - He had 


that kind of good nature, which abſence of mind, indolence of body, 


and car eleſsneſs of fortune, produce; and although not over ſtrick in 
his own conduct, yet he took. care of the morality of his ſcholars, 
whom he ſent to the univerſity remarkably well grounded in all elaſ- 
fical learning, and not ill inſtructed in the ſocial duties of life. He 
was ſlovenly, indigent, and chearful. He knew. books much better 
than men; and he knew the value of money Icaſt of. all. In this 
ſituation, and with this diſpoſition, Swift faſtened upon him, as upon 
a prey with which he intended to regale himſelf, whenever his appe- 
tite ſhould prompt him. Sheridan therefore was kept conſtanily 
within his reach: and the only time he was permitted to go beyond 
the limits of his chain. was to take poſſeſſion of a living in the coun 
of Cork, which had been beſtowed upon him by the then Lord Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland, the preſent Earl of Granville. Sheridan, in one 
fatal moment, or by one fatal text, effected his own ruin. You will 
find the ſtory told by Swift himſelf, in vol. 3. p. 182. So that bere L 
need only tell you that this ill-Harred, good - natured, improvident 


man returued to Dublin, unhinged from all fayourat court, and even 


ban 


* 
; 
# 


E = 


284 LETTERSTOANP 
ceſſary loſs of time we ſuffer in tranſcribing our thoughts, 
by dividing our words into ſyllables, and writing the 
vowels at length, which ſo frequently occur; that al- 
though they be but ſive, yet by occurring ſo frequently 
as they do, they double our labour. Beſides the great 
loſs of paper, pens, and ink, which many among the 
learned are not fo well able to ſpare. 
I confeſs, that, in this polite and learned age of ours, 
many laudable attempts have been made for ſome re- 
medy againſt this evil; partly by abbreviating words 


baniſhed from the caſtle, But ſill he 3emained a punſter, a quibblet, 


82 
1 
a fidler, and a wit. Not a day paſſed without a rebus, an anagram, $4 
or a madrigal. His pen and his fiddleſtick were in continual motion; 
And yet to little or no purpoſe, if we may give credit to the following 
verſes, which ſhall ſerve as the concluſion of his poetical character. { 
. Sy; 1 | a 1 
With muſic and poetry equally bleſs'd, 8 
A bard thus Apollo moſt humbly addreſs'd : 4 
Great author of poetry, muſic, and light, 0 
Inſtructed by thee, I both fiddle and write: I 
Yet unheeded 1 ſcrape, or I ſcribble all day, 1385 
My tunes are neglected, my verſe flung away. | 
Thy ſubſtitute here, Vice-Apol'o “, diſdains, SF” h 
To vouch for my numbers, or liſt to my ſtrains. ce 
Thy manual fign he refuſes to put 2 fi1 
. © _ To the airs I produce from the pen, or the gut. 0 | | ſt 
Be thou then propitious, great Phoebus, and grant | 
- © Relief; or reward to my merit, or want. 1 
Though the Dean and Delany f tranſcendently ſhine, | 
O! brighten one ſolo, or ſonnet of mine. | | pr 
Make one work immortal; tis all I requeſt. | fir 
Apollo look'd pleas'd, and reſolving to jeſt, far 
Replied, honeſt friend, I've conſider'd your caſe, wi 
Nor diſlike your unmeaning and innocent face. ria 


Your petition I pant, the boon is not great, 
Tour works ſhall continue, and here's the receipt, as 
On a rowndos þ hereafter your fiddleſtrings ſpend, - 

Write verſes in circles, they never ſhall . = 


; Orrery. 
See a further account of Dr Sheridan in Dr Swift's life, e | 
yol. 1. 9 | | 


* Dr Swiſt. | 7 | 
4 Now Dean of Downe——See Swift's will, at the end of this 
volume. ata | i 
A ſong or peculiar kind of poetry, which" returns to the beginning 
© of ile firſt verſe, and fo continues in a perpetual rotation, 


with 


Cans | Mk 


FROM Da SWIFT. - 285 


with apoſtrophes, and partly by lopping the polyſyl- 
lables, leaving only one or two at moſt: as thus, Tis 
'n't, 't'nt, won't, can't, poz, pon, rep' phis, and many 
more. But alas, theſe are poor expedients, and do not 
go to the root of the diſeaſe. 

My ſcheme is much more uſeful and extenſive : al- 
though I confeſs myſelf not to be altogether the origi- 
nal inventor. For I obſerve, that the ingenious ent] . 
men who play at White's chocolate-houſe, have ſome 
imperfect idea of it; and I have ſeen ſome inſtances of 
it many years older, but very imperfect. By theſe ex- 
amples, I have theſe nine years paſt been conſidering the 
force of letters in our alphabet, with relation to each 
other ; as ſchoolmiſtreſſes teach young children to pro- 
nounce them in their horn - books; which is in this man- 

ner: . A, Be or Bee, See, Dee, E, Ef, Gee, Each or 
Ach, I or Eye, Ka or Key, El, Em, En, O, Pee or Pe, 
Qu or Cue, Are or Err, Eſs, Tee or Tea, U or You, 

Double U er Double You, Ex, Wy, Izzard. Now 
- this, I ſay, the very gaming lords at the chocolate- 
houſes have already ſome imperfect notion of, as far as 
concerns the vowels. The fame thing alſo men of bu- 
ſineſs are not ignorant of; for thus , 20 vowels ſhall 
ſtand, with the ſum affixed, for a good promiſſory note, 
. JOU 204. i 

In ſhort, you need only read the letters as they are 
pronounced by boys and girls, when they are taught 
firſt to read, as A, Bee, Cee; and fix letters ſhall go as 
far as ten. This is only for diſpatch in writing; of 
which take the following ſpecimens. But I have mate - 
rials for a treatiſe to contract words in ſpeaking, which, 
as this finds encouragement, I ſhall publ:th afterwards. 


A letter to your miſireſs. 


R In ur a bur; I ſtmu a dit. Ur mpr ndurs. O 

b ur but ndls. A tr faces ur but. Ur a gm; a 

gul ; a rub. Icabpqur i: Ibehut ka rouri, 
leq ua r med. U retn; ur yy. Ur aprs. Ie a 
pr b for u. I dfir ur pt, ur guroſet; ur prſpquit; dene, 
enerit, fablit, ur exlmes apr. Ur a qrioet. Ritr nobls 


ur 
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ur log. Ur a qu ma. Ur but dfis 44 a putr. Ile ur 
but pro ur umi. | png 


Anather letter i in ohe Bteralis Ayle. 


T, ur nt; u dfil as Mike dli. Ic ur a grr. bobs. 

Ll aqq u. Ur nmii aqq u. Mh aqqs u. Q ꝑd d fi 

iu. Ur rer mprs. U th kt. Ogm nil ua thr. U 
th a br. Urn), Id fi u. Iſkpu: Iu. I k tquis 
u. U a but. Ur rc a but. U rſmbl ur 1dr eſtr kt on. 
Irmmbr dr Ptr, On fag . guptr I c ur gloc. Qep 
0 2 a | 


4 puming E18 T on Mons yr, 


Worthy Mr PENNYPEATHER, 5 
IO Johnſon has been very ill uſed by her ſer- p 
vants ; they put ſhillings iato her broth inſtead 
.of groats, which made her ſtamp. I hear they had them 
from one Tom Ducket, a tenant to Major Noble, who, 
I am told, is reduced to nine pence. We are doubting 
- whether we ſhall dine at the Crown or the Angel. Ho- 1 
neſt Mark Cob, who has been much moydored of late, : 
will dine with us; but Squire Manypenny, and Captain 
Sterling, deſire to be excuſed ; for they are engaged with 
Ned Silver to dine in Change- alley. They live in great 
har - mony; they met all- together laſt week, and * 
Jovingly as horſes in a pond. I ſuppoſe you bave * 
of the rino-ceros lately arrived here. A captain was 
caſh · eered on Wedneſday. A ſcavenger abuſed me this 
morning; but I made him down with his duſt, which 
indeed was a far-thing from my intentions. Mrs Brent 
had a pi ſtole from her; I would a' ginny'e a good deal 
for ſuch another, Mrs Dingley has made a ſouſe for 
your collared eel. Alderman Coin preſents his ſervice 
to you. I have nothing but half-pens'to write with, 6 
that you mult excuſe this ſcrawl. One of my fals fell 
into 2 chink. I am, without allay, 


172 our moſt obedient, 


To M. MI rr. 
P. 6. 


— 


5 ſocun. 


— —— — —L— 22 
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P. S. Mr Cole preſents his ſervice to you, of which I 
am a · teſter. | 5 


| 15 uh 
A Letter from a gentleman in the country to his friend in 
PD cg De te 
Fabula narratar. 


1 WEED 


; A you have been pleaſed very generouſly to bonour 


me with your friendſhip, I think myſelf obliged 
to throw off all diſguiſe, and diſcover to you my real 
circumſtances; which I ſhall do with all the openneſs 
and freedom imaginable. You will be furpriſed at the 
beginning of my ſtory, and think the whole a joke; 
but you may depend upon its being actually true, and, 
if need were, I can bring the parſon of the pariſh to te- 
ſtify the ſame. | 
You muſt know then, that, at this preſent time, I live 
in a poor, little, ſorry houſe of clay, that ſtands upon 


the waſte, as other cottages do; and what is worſt of 


all, am liable to be turned out at a minute's warning, 


It is a fort of copybold tenure ; and the cuſtom of the 


manor is this : for the firſt thirty years I am to pay no 
rent, but only to do ſuit and ſervice, and attend upon 
the courts, which are kept once a-week, and ſometimes 
oftener : for twenty years after this, I am to pay a roſe 
every year ; and further than this, during the remainder 
of my life, I am to pay a tooth, (which you will fay is a 
whimſical kind of acknowledgmept), every two or three 
years, or oftener, if it be demanded: and when I have 
nothing more to pay, out muſt be the word, and it will 
not be long ere my perſon will be ſeized. I might have 
had my tenement (ſuch as it is) upon better terms, if it 
had not been for a fault of my great-grandfather. He 
and his wife together, with the advice of an ill neigh- 
bour, were concerned in robbing an orchard belonging 
to the lord of the manor, and fo forfeited this great pri- 


vilege, to my ſorrow I am ſure. But however, I muſt do 


as well as I can, and ſhall endeavour to keep my houſe 
in tolerable repair. 5 


. 


= . 


* 


288 LETTERSTO AND 
My kitchen, where I dreſs my victuals, is a comical 
little roundiſh fort of a room, ſomewhat like an oven ; 
it anſwers very well to the purpoſe it was deſigned for, 
and that is enough. My garrets (or rather my cock- 
lofts indeed) are very indifferently furniſhed:; but they 
are rooms which few people regard now, unleſs. to lay 


Jumber in ; however, I make ſhift to rub on in my little 


way; and when rent-day comes, I muſt ſee and diſcharge 


it as well I can. | 


© Whenever I am turned-out, I underſtand my lodge, 
or whatever you pleaſe to call it, deſcends upon a low- 
ſpirited creeping family, remarkable for nothing, but 


being inſtrumental in advancing the reputation of the 


great Moor in Abchurch-lane*. But be that as it will, 

I have one ſnug apartment that lies on the left ſide of 
my houſe, which I reſerve for my chiefeſt friends. It is 
very warm, where you will always be a welcome gueſt; 
and you may depend upon a lodging, as long as the' edi- 
fice ſhall be in the tenure and occupation of, 75 


SIR, 
(P's Nu bumble ſervant, 


4 letter from Dr 8 wr 1 to the Rev. Mr KENDALL, 


; vicar of Thornton in Leicefierfhire + 1 


SIX, | . * | Feb. 11. 1691. 
1 any thing made me wonder at your letter, it was 


your almoſt inviting me to do ſo in the beginning; 


which indeed grew leſs upon knowing the occaſion, 
ſince it is what I have heard from more than one in and 
about Leiceſter. And for the friendſhip between us, as 
I ſuppoſe yours to be real, ſo I think it would be proper 
to imagine mine, until you find any cauſe to believe it 
pretended ; though I might have ſome quarrel at you in 
three or four lines, which are very ill beſtowed in com- 


An apothecary in London, remarkable for ſelling worm- powder. 
I This letter is not in Hawkeſworth's nor the Dublin edition. It 
is taken from the 11th volume of Swift's miſcellanies, printed at Lon- 
don in 1753. f ce” 

oh plimenting 


T | | 
FROM Da SWIFT. 28g 


plimenting me. And as to that of my great proſpects 
of making my fortune, on which, as your kindneſs only 
looks on the beſt fide, fo my own cold temper and un- 
confined humour is much greater hindrance than any 
fear of that which is the ſubject of your letter. I ſhall 
ſpeak plainly to you, that the very ordinary obſerva- 
tions I made with going half a mile beyond the univer- 
ſity, have taught me experience enough, not to think 
of marriage, till I ſettle. my fortune in the world; 
which I am ſure will not be in ſome years. And even 
then itſelf, I am ſo hard to pleaſe, that I ſuppoſe I ſhall 
put it off to the other world. How all this ſuits with 
my behaviour to the woman in hand, you may eaſily 
imagine, when you know that there is ſomething in me 
Which muſt be employed ; and, when I am alone, turns 
all, for want of practiſe, into ſpeculation and thought; 
inſomuch, that, in theſe ſeven weeks I have been here, 
bare writ and burnt, and writ again, upon almoſt all 
manner of ſubjects, more than perhaps any man in Eug- 
land. And this is it, which a perſon of great honour in 
Ireland (who was pleaſed to ſtoop fo low as to look in- 
to my mind) uſed to tell me, that my mind was like a 
conjured ſpirit, that would do miſchief if I would not 
give it employment. It is this humour that makes me 
ſo buſy when I am in company, to turn all that way: 
and ſince it commonly ends in talk, whether it be love 
or common converſation, it is all alike. This is ſo com- 
mon, that I could remember twenty women in my life, 
to whom I have behaved myſelf juſt the ſame way, and, 
I profeſs, without any other deſign, than of entertaining 
myſelf when I am very idle, or when ſomething goes 
amiſs in my affairs. This I always have done, as a man 
of the world, when I bad no deſign for any thing grave 
in it, and what I thought (at worſt) a harmleſs imper - 
tinence. But whenever I began to take ſober reſolu- 
tions, or (as now) to think of entering into the church, 
I never found it would be hard to put off this kind of 
folly at the porch. Beſides, perhaps in ſo general a 
converſation among that ſex, I might pretend a little 
to underſtand where I am, when I go to chuſe for a 
wife ; and think; that though the cunningeſt ſharper of 
the town may have a cheat put upon him, yet it muſt 
Vor. VIII. | DS 7 be 
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be cleanlier carried than this, which you think I am 
ing to top upon myſelf. And truly, if you know how 
metaphyſical 1 am that way, you would little fear I 


ſhould venture on one, who has given ſo much occaſion 


to tongues: For though the people is a lying fort of 


__ beaſt, (and, I think, in Leiceſter above all parts that 


I ever was in); yet they ſeldom talk without ſome 
glimpſe of a reaſon; which I declare fo unpardonably 
jealous I am) to be a ſufficient cauſe for me to hate any 
woman, any farther than a bare acquaintance, except 
all thingy elſe were agreeable, and that I had mathe- 
matical demonſtrations for the falſehood of the firſt, 


| 5 which, if it be not impoſſible, I am ſure is very like it. 
Among all the young gentlemen that 1 have known, 


Wo have ruined themſelves by marrying, (which, I aſ- 


- 


ſure you, is a great number) I have made this general 
rule, That they are either young, raw, and ignorant 
{cholars, who, for want of knowing company, believe 


Every ſilk petticoat includes an angel; or elſe they have 


been a fort of honeſt young men, who perhaps are too 


literal, in rather marrying than burning, and ſo entail 


miſeries on themſelves and poſterity, by an over- acting 


modeſty. I think 1 am very far excluded from lighting 


under either of theſe heads. I confeſs ] have known one 
or two men of ſenſe enough, who, inclined to frolics, 


Have married, and ruined themſelves out of a maggot. 


But a thouſand houſe: hold thoughts, which always drive 
matrimony out of my mind, whenever it chances to 


came there, will, 1 am ſure, fright me from that. Be- 


{ides, I am naturally temperate, and never engaged in the 
contrary, which uſually produces thoſe effects. Your 
hints at particular ſtories 1 do not underſtand, having 
never heard them, but juſt ſo hinted. I thought it pro- 
per to give you this, to ſhew you how I thank you for 
your regard of me: and I hope my carriage will be ſo, 
as my friends' need not be aſhamed of the name. I 
ſhould not have behaved myſelf after the manner 1 did 


in Leiceſter, if I had not valued my own entertainment 


beyond the obloquy of a parcel of very wretched fools, 
u hich I' ſolemnly pronounce the inhabitants of Leiceſter 


to be; and ſo I content my ſelf with retaliation. I hope 


you 


Ld - 
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you will forgive this trouble; and ſo, with my ſervice 
to your good wife, I ary bf] . | 

| Good coufin, 

Your very * friend and ſervant, 


JON. SWIF To 


= 


A prayer uſed by the Dean for Mrs ] on NSON 
in her laſt ſickneſs, written Oct. 17. 17 27 f. 


4 Iſt merciful Father, accept our humbleſt prayers 
in behalf of this thy languiſhing ſervant. For- 
give the fins, the frailties, and infirmities of her life paſt, 
Accept the good deeds ſhe bath done, in ſuch a manner, 
F | | © that 


There ſtems to have been a word omitted here through haſte. 

+ Mrs Johnſon was the daughter of Sir William Temple's fteward, * 
and the concealed, but undoubted wife of Dr Swift. Sir William 
Temple bequeathed her in his will 1000 I. as an acknowledgment of 
her father's faithful ſcrvices. I cannot tell how long the remained 
in England, or whether ſhe made more journeys than one to Ireland, 
after Sir William Temple's death; but, if my informations are right, 
ſhe was married to Dr Swift in the year 1716, by Dr Ache, hen g 
Biſhop of Clogher. ks | | f 
Stella was a moſt amiable woman in mind and perſon. She had | 
an elevated underſtanding, with all the delicacy and ſoftneſs of his | 
ſex. Her voice, however feet in itſelf, was ſtill rendered more har- 
monious by what ſhe ſaid. Her wit was poignant without ſeverity. 
| Her manners were humane, polite, eaſy, and unreſerved. Where- | 
ever ſhe came, ſhe attracted attention and eſteem. As virtue was ler | 


great genius muſt tread in unbeaten paths, and deviate from the com- 
L mon road of life; otherwiſe ſurely a diamond of ſo much luſtre might 


B b 2 have 


a $995 in morality, ſincerity was her guide in religion. She was con- 
* ant, but not oſtentatious, in her devotions. She was remarkably Y 
: predent in her converſation. She had great {kill in muſic, and was | 
y perfectly well verſed in all the leſſer arts that employ a lady's leiſure, i 
g Her wit allowed her a fund of perpetual chearfulneſs: her prudence 1 
I kept that chearfulneſs within proper limits. She exactly anſwered [} 
| the defrciption of Penelope in Homer: j 
t 4 woman lovelieſt of the lovely kind, * 
| In body per ſeſt, and complete in miad. : | 
2 Such was Stella: yet, with all theſe accompliſhments, ſhe never | 
5 eould prevail upon Dr Swift to acknowledge her openly as his wife. A _” | 
| 
[ 


— 
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that at whatever time thou ſhalt pleaſe to call her, ſhe 
may be received into everlaſting habitations. Give her 
grace to continue ſincerely thankful to thee for the 
many favours thou haſt beſtowed on her, the ability, 
and inclination, and practice, to do good, and thoſe vir- 

tues 


— 


have been publicly produced, although it had been fixed within the 
collet of matrimony. But the flaw which in Dr Swift's eye reduced 
the value of ſuch a jewel, was the ſervile ſtate of her father, who, as 
has been ſaid before, was a menial fervant to Sir William Temple. 
Ambition and pride will, at any time conquer reaſon and juſtice ; 
and each larger degree of pride, Ike the larger fiſhes of prey, will de- 
; your all the tefs. Thus the vanity of hang ſuch a wife, was ſup- 
pfteſſed by the greater vanity of keeping free from a an alliance. 
Dr Swift and Mrs Jobnſon continued the ſame economy of life 
after marriage, which they had purſucd before ig. They lived in ſe- 
parate houſes; ho remaining at the deanery, ſhe in lodgings at a di- 
' - (tance from him, and on the other fide of the river Lifty. Ngthin 
appeared in their behaviour inconſiſtent with decorum, or ding 
the limits of Platonic love. They converſed like friends; but they 
- Induſtriouſly tock care to ſummon witneſſes of their converſation : A 
rule to which they adbered fo ſtrictly, that it would be difficult, if 
not impoſſible, to prove they had ever been together withbut ſome 
third perſon. | | IO 1 
A conduct ſo extraordinary in itſelf always gives room for various 
comments and reflections. But however unaccountable this renun- 
ciation of marriage- rights might appear to the world, it certainly roſe 
not from any conſciouſneſs of too near a conſanguinity between him 
and Mrs ſobnſon, although the general voice of fame was willing to 
make them both the natural children of Sir William Temple. I am 
perſuaded, that Dr Swift was not of that opinion; becauſe the ſame 
Fall pride that induced him to deny the legitimate daughter of an 
obſcure ſervant, might have prompted him to own the natural daugh+ 
ter of ſo eminent a man as Sir William Temple, 
There are actions of which the true ſources will never be diſco- 
vered. This perbaps is one, I have told you the fact, in the man - 
ver 1 have received it from ſeveral of Swift's friends and relations; 
and I mult leave you to make your own obſervations upon it. | 
Tou may imagine, that a woman of Stella's delicacy muſt repine 
at ſuch an extraordinary ſituation. The outward honours. which ſhe 
received, are as frequently beſtowed upon a miſtreſs, as upon a wife. 
She was abſolutely virtuous; and yet was obliged to ſubmit to all 
the appearances of vice, except in the preſence of thoſe few people 
who were witueſſes of the cautious manner in which ſhe lived with 
ber huſband, who feorned even to be married like any other man. 
+ Inward anxiety. affected by degrees the calmneſs of her mind, and 
the ſtrength of her body. She began to decline in her healih, in the 
year 1724; and from the firſt ſymptoms of decay, ſhe rather 2 
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tues which have procured the eſteem and love of her 
Friends, and a moſt unſpotted name in the world. O 
God, thou diſpenſeſt thy bleflings and thy puniſhments 


as it becometh infinite juſtice and mercy ; and ſince it 


was thy pleaſure to afflict her with a long, conſtant, 
weakly itate of health, make her truly ſenſible, that it 


was for very wiſe ends, and was largely made up to her 


in other bleſſings more valuable and leſs common. Con- 


tinue to her, O Lord, that firmneſs and conſtancy of 


mind, where with thou haſt moſt graciouſly endued her, 
together with that contempt of worldly things and va- 


nities, that ſhe hath ſhewn in the whole conduct of her 


life. O all powerful Being, the leaſt motion of whoſe 
will can create or deſtroy a world; pity us, the mourn- 
ful friends of thy diſtreſſed ſervant, who fink under the 


weight of her preſent condition, and the fear of loſing . 


the moſt valuable of our friends: reſtore her to us, O 
Lord, if it be thy gracious will, or inſpire us with con- 
ſtancy and reſignation, to fupport ourſelves under ſo 
heavy an afflitien. Reſtore her, O Lord, for the ſake 


of thoſe poor, who, by loſing her, will be deſolate; and 


thoſe ſick, who will not only want her bounty, but 
her care and tending ; or elſe, in thy mercy, raiſe up 


ſome other in her place, with equal diſpoſition, and bet». 


ter abilities. Leſſen, O Lord, we beſeech thee, her 
bodily pains,” or give her a double ſtrength. of mind to 
ſupport them. And if thou wilt ſoon take her to thy» 


ſelf, turn our thoughts rather upon that felicity which 
we hope ſhe ſhall enjoy, than upon that unſpeakable loſs 


"Iu Wk. 


we ſhall endure.- Let her memory be ever dear unto us; 


and the example of her many virtues, as far as human 
infirmity will admit, our. conſtant imitation. Accept, 


O Lord, theſe prayers, poured from the very bottom 


of our hearts, ia thy mercy, and for the merits of our 
bleſſed Saviour, Amen. 


than ſhrunk back in the deſcent ; tdcitly pleaſed to find her foot 
ſeps tending to that place where they neicher marry, nor are given in 
marriage. She died towards the end of January 1 727-8, abſolutely 
deſtroyed by the peculiarity of her fate; a fate which p-rhaps ſhe 


could not have incurred by an alliance with ary other perſon in the 


world. Orrery. 


See a further account of Stella in Dr Swift's life, prefixed to vol. i. 
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Another, wxritten November 6. 172 71. 


Merciful Father, who never afflicteſt thy children, 
but for their own good, and with juſtice, over 


which thy mercy always prevaileth, either to turn them 


to repentance, or to puniſh them in the preſent life, in 
order to reward them in a better; take pity, we be- 
ſeech thee, upon this thy poor afflicted ſervant, lau- 
guiſhing ſo long and ſo grievouſly under the weight of 
thy hand. Give her ſtrength, O Lord, to ſupport ber 


_ weakneſs ; and patience to endure her pains, without 


repining at thy correction. Forgive every raſh and in- 


conſiderate expreſſion, which her anguiſh may at any 
time force from her tongue, while her heart continueth 


in an entire ſubmiſſion to thy will. Suppreſs in her, O 


Lord, all eager deſires of life, and leſſen her fears of 
death, by inſpiring into her an humble, yet aſſured hope 
of thy mercy. Give her a ſincere repentance for all her 


. tranſgreſſions and omiſſions, and a firm reſolution to 


pals the remainder of her life in endeavouring, to her 


+ utmoſt, to obſerve all thy precepts. We beſzech thee 
kewife to compoſe her thoughts ; and 'preſerve to her 


the uſe of her memory and reaſon, duripg the courſe of 


her ſickneſs. Give her a true conception of the vanity, 


folly, and infignificancy of all human things; and 


ſtrengthen her fo as to beget in her a ſincere love of 


thee in the midſt of her ſufferings. Accept, and impute 


all her good deeds, and forgive her all thoſe offences a - 


gainſt thee, which ſhe hath ſincerely repented of, or, 
through the frailty of memory, bath torgot. And now, 
O Lord, we turn to thee, in behalf of ourſelves, and the 
reſt of ber ſorrowful friends. Let not our grief afflict 


her mind, and thereby have an ill effect on her preſent 


diſtemper. Forgive the ſorrow or weakneſs of thoſe 
among us, who ſink under the grief and terror of loſing 
ſo dear and uſeful a friend. Accept and pardon our 


moſt earneſt prayers and wiſhes for her longer continu- 
ance in this evil world, to do vs thou art pleaſed to 


Mrs Johnſon, al ias Stella, del on the 28th of January follow- 


call 


* in the 44th year of her age. 
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call thy ſervice, and is only her bounden duty ; that 
ſhe may be ſtill a comfort to us, and to all others, who 
will want the benefit of her converſation, her advice, 
Her good offices, or her charity. And fince thou haſt 
promiſed, that where two or three are pathered toge- 
ther in thy naqpe, thou wilt be in the midſt of them, to 
grant their requeſt ;. O gracious Lord, grant to us who 
are here met in thy name, that thoſe requeſts, which, in 
the utmoſt ſincerity and earneſtneſs of our hearts, we 
have now made in behalf of this thy diſtreſſed ſervant, 
and of ourſelves, may effectually be anſwered ; through 
the merits of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


Boxns Mors de STELLA. 


| Lady of my intimate acquaintance both in Eng- 

land and Ireland, in which laſt kingdom ſhe lived 
from the eighteenth year of her age, twenty-ſix years, 
had the moſt and fineſt accompliſhments of any perſon 


| Lever knew of either ſex- It was obſerved by all her. 
_ acquaintance, that ſhe never failed in company to fay. 


the beſt thing that was ſaid, whoever was by; yet her 
companions were uſually perſons of the beſt underſtand- 
ing in the kingdom. Some of us, who were her neareſt 
friends, lamented that we never wrote down her re- 
marks, and what the French call bons mots.” I will re- 


Collect as many as I can remember. 


We were diverting ourſclves at a play called Vat is 
it like ? One perſon is to think, and the reſt, without 
knowing the thing, to ſay what it is like. The thing 
thought on was the ſpleen : ſhe had ſaid it was like an 
Oyſter ; and gave her reaſon immediately, becauſe it is 
removed by taking ſteel inwardly. | 
Dr Sheridan, who ſquandered more than he could af- 
ford, took out his oth as he fat by the fire, and found 
it was very hot: ſhe ſaid, the reaſon was, that his mo- 
ney burnt in his pocket. Ph bs 8 
She called to her ſervants to know what ill ſmell was 
in the kitchen? they anſwered, they were making 
matches: Well, aid ſhe, I have heard matches —_ 
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made in heaven; but, by the brimſtone, one would 
think they were made in hell. 


After ſhe had been eating ſome ſweet thing, a little 


of it happened to ſtick on her lips; a-gentleman told 
her of it, and offered to lick it off; ſhe ſaid, No, Sir, I 
thank you, I havea tongue of my own. 
In the late kiop's time, a gentleman aſked Jervas the 
inter, where he lived in London ? he anſwered, Next 
door to the king, (for bis houſe was near St. James's). 
The other wondering how that could be; ſhe ſaid, You 
miſtake Mr Jervas, for he only means next door to the 
Ag of a king. | 1 8 
A gentleman who had been very filly and pert in her 
company, at laſt began to grieve at remembering the 
. - loſs of a child lately dead. A biſhop fitting by com- 
' forted him, that he ſhould be eaſy, becauſe the child 
was gone to heaven. No, my Lord, ſaid ſhe, that is it 
which moſt grieves him, becauſe he is ſure never to fee 
his child there. | 


Having ſeen ſome letters writ by a king in a very 


large hand, and ſome perſons wondering at them, ſhe 
fai it confirmed the old faying, That kings bad long 


* hands. 


Dr Sheridan, famous for punning, intending to ſell a 


bargain, faid, he had made a very good pun. Somebody 
aſked what it was? He anſwered, My a—. The other 


taking offence, ſhe inſiſted the doctor was in the right; 
for every knew that punning was his blind fide. 

When the was extremely ill, ber pbyſician ſaid, Ma- 
dam, you are near the bottom of the hill, but we will 
endeavour to get you up again. She anſwered, Doctor, 
1 fear I ſhall be out of breath before I get up to the top. 

A dull perſon talking of a very ſmart thing ſaid to an- 
other perſon as he came out of the pulpit, he was ham 
mering a long time, but could not remembe the jeſt: 
ſhe being impatient, faid, I remember it very well, for 


I was there, and the words. were theſe : Sir, you have 


been blundering at a ſtory this half-hour, and can nei- 
ther make head nor tail of it. £3 

A very dirty clergyman of her acquaintance, who 

affected ſmartneſs and repartee, was aſked by ſome of 

the company, how his nails came to be ſo dirty? He was 

x " - a at 
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at a loſs ; but ſhe ſolved the difficulty, by ſaying, The 


Doctor's nails grew dirty by ſcratching him/elf. 

A Quaker apothecary ſent her a vial corked; it had 
a broad brim, and a label of paper about its neck. What 
is that, ſaid dhe, my apothecary's ſon ? The ridiculous 
reſemblance, and the ſuddenneſs of the queſtion, ſet us 
all a- laughing. 


Tuouckrs ON VARIOUS SUBJECTS “. 


A Ws penned with the utmoſt care and exactneſs, and 
in the vulgar language, are often perverted to 
wrong meanings; then why ſnould we wonder that the 
Bible is ſo? 
Although men are accuſed for not knowing their 
weakneſs, yet perhaps as few know their own ſtrength. 
A man ſeeing a waſp creeping into a vial filled with 
honey, that was hung on a fruit-tree, ſaid thus: Why, 
thou ſottiſh animal, art thou mad to go into the vial, 
where you ſee many hundred of your kind there dyin 
before you ? The reproach is juſt, anſwered the waſp : but 
not from you men, who are ſo far from taking example 
by other people's follies, that you will not take warning 
by your own. If, after falling ſeveral times into this 
vial, and eſca ping by chance, I ſhould fall in again, I 
ſhould then but retemble you. 
An old miſer kept a tame jackdaw, that uſed to ſteal 
pieces of money, and hide them in a hole; which the 


cat obſerving, aſked, why he would hoard up thoſe 


round ſhining things that he could make no uſe of! 
Why, ſaid the jack daw, my maſter has a whole cheſt» 
ful, and makes no more uſe of them than l. 
Men are contented to be laughed at for their wit, 
but not for their folly. 4 
If the men of wit and genius would reſolve never to 
complain in their works of critics and det ractors, the 
next age would not know that they ever had any. 


* Theſe Thoughts, and the Bons mots de Stella, ſeem to be part of 
82 collection of Contes d rire, and Bons mets, mentioned in 
tter 128. 
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After all the maxims and ſyſtems of trade and com- 


merce, a ſtander-by would think the affairs of the world 
were moſt ridiculouſly contrived. _ 


"There are few countries, which, if well alias 


would not ſupport double the number of their inhabi- 
tants, and yet fewer, where one third part of the people 
ate not extremely ſtinted, even in the neceſſaries of life. 
1 ſend out twenty barrels of corn, which would main- 
tain 2 family in bread for a year, and I bring back in re- 
turn a veſſel of wine, which half a dozen good fellows 
would drink in leſs than a month, at the 8 of 
their health and reaſon. in 

: > motto for the Jeſuits : 


Que regio in terris neſtri non x plena laborin? 


* A man would have but few ſpeRators,-if he offered to 
new for three pence how he could thruſt a red hot ir 
Into a barrel of guppowder, and it ſhould not take fire®, 

Query. Whether churches are not dormitories of the 
living as well as of the dead ? 

Harry Killegrew ſaid to Lord Wharton, va You 

% would not {wear at that rate, if you thought you 

. were doing God honour. 

A copy of verſes keptin the cabinet, and only ſhewn 
to a few friends, is like a virgin much ſought after and 
admired ; but when printed and publiſhed, is like a com- 
mon whore, whom any body may purchaſe for half a 
crown. 

Lewis XIV. of Frince ſpent bis life in turning a good 
name into a great. 

Since the union of divinity and humanity i is the great 
article of our religion, it is odd to ſee ſome clergymen 


in their writings of divinity wholly devoid of humanity, 


The Epicureans began to ſpread at Rome in the em- 
5 pire of Auguſtus, as the Socinians, and even the Epicu- 


reanus too, did in England towards the end of King 


Charles I1.'s reign ; which is reckoned, though very ab- 

ſurdly, our Auguſtan age. They both ſeem to be cor- 
Tuptions occaſioned by luxury and 8 and by polite- 
nels beginning to decline. 


b C See The wonder of wonders, in vol. 4 p- * 


Sometimes 
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Sometimes I read a book with pleaſure, and deteſt _ | 


the author, | | 
At a bookſeller's ſhop, ſome time ago, I ſaw a book 
with this title, Poems by the author of the Choice v. Not 
enduring to read a dozen lines, I aſked the company 
with me, whether they had ever ſeen the book or heard 
of the poem from whence the author denominated him - 
ſelf; they were all as ignorant as I. But I find it com- 
mon with theſe ſmall dealers in wit and learning, to 


give themſelves a title from their firſt adventure, as Don 
Quixote uſually did from his laſt. This ariſeth from 


that great importance which every man ſuppoleth him- 
felf to be of, | | 

One Dennis, commonly called She critic, who had 
writ a three-penny pamphlet againſt the power of 
France, being in the country, and hearing of a French 
privateer hovering about the coaſt, although he were 
twenty miles from the ſea, fled to town, and told his 
friends, they need not wonder at his haſte; for the King 
of France having got intelligence where he was, had 
ſent a privateer on purpoſe to catch him . 

Dr Gee, prebendary of Weſtminſter, who had writ a 
ſmall paper againſt Popery, being obliged to travel for 
his health, affected to diſguiſe his perſon and change his 
name, as he paſſed through Portugal, Spain, and Italy; 


telling all the Engliſh he met, that he was afraid of be- 


ing murdered; or put into the inquifition, He was act- 


ing the ſame farce at Paris, till Mr Prior (who was then 


ſecretary to the embaſly) quite diſconcerted the Doctor, 
by maliciouſly diſcovering the ſecret, and offering to en- 
gage body for body, that not a creature would hurt 
him, or had ever heard of him or his pamphlet. 

A chambermaid to a lady of my acquaintance, thirty 
miles from London, had the very fame turn of thought, 
When talking with one of her fellow ſervants, ſhe laid, 
* hear it is all over London already, that I am going 


4% to leave my lady.” And fo had a footman, who be- 


ing newly married, deſired his comrade to tell him free · 
ly what the town ſaid of it. | ; 


The Rev. Mr Pomfte“, a diſſenting m' niſter. 
+ See An acc of the phrenzy of Joon Dennis, in vol. 5. p. 308. 
n . When 
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When ſomebody was telling a certain 3 miniſter, 
that people were diſcontented ; ©* Poh,” ſaid he, “ half 
& a dozen fools are prating in a coffechoule, and pre- 
« ſently think their own * out their ears is made 


_ by the world.” 


The death of a private man Is is generally of ſo little 
importance to the world, that it cannot be a thing of 
great importance in itſelf ; and yet I do not obſerve, 


from the practice of mankind, that either pbiloſopy-or 


nature have ſufficiently armed us againſt the fears which 


attend it. Neither do] find any thing able to reconcile 


ns to it, but extreme pain, ſhame, or deſpair ; for po- 


verty, impriſonment," ill fortune, grief, ſickneſs, and 
3 2 6nd age, do generally fail. 


© Whence comes the cuſtom of bidding a woman ak 
upon her apron : ſtrings to find an excule? Was it not 


from the apron of fig-leaves worn by Eve, when ſhe co- 


vered herſelf, and was the firſt of her ſex who made a 
bad excuſe, for eating the forbidden fruit ? 
I never wonder to fee men wicked, but 1 often won 
der to ſee them not aſhamed. - 

Do not we ſee how eaſily we pardon 0 our own actions 
and paſſions, and the very infirmities of our bodies; why 
ſhould it be wonderful to find us pardon our own dul- 
neſs ? ; . 
Di ignity and ſtation, or great riches, are in ſome fort 

ary to old men, in order to keep the younger at a 

diſtance, who are otherwiſe too apt to inſult them upon 
the ſcore of their age. 4 

There is no vice or folly that requires ſo much nicety 
and {kill to manage, as vanity; nor any which by ill 
management makes ſo contemptible a figure. 

— Obſervation is an old man's memory. 

Politics are nothing but corruptions, and are conſe- 


quently of no uſe to a good king or a good miniſtry ; 


for which reaſon all courts are ſo full of politics, 

Eloquence {ſmooth and cutting, ts like a razor whetted 
with oil. 

Imaginary evils ſoon becomes real ones, by indulging 
our reflections on them; as he who in a melancholy 
fancy fees ſomething like a face on the wall or the wain- 
9 can, by two or there touches with a lead 5 

make 


. 
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make it look viſible, and agreeing with what he fan- 
cied. 

Men of great parts are often unfortunate in the ma- 
nagement of publie buſineſs, becauſe they are apt to go 
out of the common road, by the quickneſs of their ima- 
gination. This I once aid to my Lord Bolingbroke, 
and deſired he would obſerve, that the clerks in his of- 
fice uſed a ſort of ivory knife with a blunt edge, to divide 
a ſheet of paper, which never failed to cut it even, only 
requiring a ſtrong hand ; whereas, if they ſhould make 
uſe of a ſharp penknife, the ſharpneſs would make it 
go often out of the creaſe, and disfigure the paper. 

He who does not provide for his own houſe, St Paul ſays, . 
is worſe than an infidel, And I think, he who provides 
only for his own houſe, is juſt equal with an infidel. 

Jealouſy, like fire, may ſhrivel up horns, but it makes 
them ſtink. 

A footman's hat ſhould fly off to every body ; and 
therefore Mercury, who was Jupiter” > footman, had 
wings faſtened to his cap. 

When a man pretends love, but courts for money, his 
is like a juggler, who conjures away your ſhilling, and 
conveys ſomething very indecent under the hat. 

All panegyrics are mingled with an infuſion of poppy. 

I have known men happy enough at ridicule, who, 
upon grave ſubjects, were perfectly ſtupid; of which Dr 
Echard of Cambridge, who writ The PETIA of the cler- 
gy, was a great inſtance, 

One top of Parnaſſus was ſacred to Bicebus, the other 
to Apollo. 

Matrimony hath many children; Repentance, Dis. 
cord, Poverty, Jealouſy, Sickneſs, Spleen, LOVIN, Oc. 

Viſion is the art of ſeeing things inviſible. 

The two maxims of any great man at court are, Al- 
ways to keep his countenance; and, Never to keep 
his word. 


I aſked a poor man how he did? He ſaid, he was like 


a waſhball, always in decay. 

Hippocrates, aph. 32, ſe. 6: obſerves, that ſtuttering 
people are always ſubject to a looſenels. I-wiſh phy ſi- 
cians had power to remove the profuſion of words in 
many people to the inferior parts. | 
Vor. VIII. Ce A 
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A man dreamed he was a cuckold ; a friend told him 
it was a bad ſign, becauſe when a dream i is true, Virgil 
ſays it paſſes through the horned gate. 

Love is a flame; and therefore we ſay, beauty: i is at- 
traQtive ; becauſe phyſicians obſerve that fire is a great 


_ drawer... 


Civis, the moſt honourable name among the Romans ; 
A citizen, a word of contempt among us. 

A lady who had gallantries and ſeveral children, told 
her huſband, he was like the auſtere man, who reaped 
where. be did not ſow. 

We read that an afs's head was ſold for eighty pieces 
of filver ; they bave been lately fold ten thouſand times 


5 dearer, and yet they were never more plentiful. 


I muſt complain the cards are ill ſhuffled, till I have a 


800 hand. 


Very few men do properly live at preſent, dor are 


providing to live another time. 


When J am reading a book, ie wile or Gly, it 
ſeems to me to be alive, and talking to me. 
Whoever live at a different end of the town from me, 


I look upon as perſons out of the world, and only * 


ſelf and the ſcene about me to be in it. 

Wben I was young, I thought all the world, as well 
as myſelf, was wholly taken up in diſcourſing- upon the 
laſt new play. 


My Lord Cromarty, after fourſcore, went to bis coun- 


55 try - houſe in Scotland, with a reſolution to ſtay fix years 
there, and live thriftily, in order to fave up WEE that 


he might ſpend in London. 

It is ſaid of the horſes in the vifon, that their wer 
was in their mouths and in their tails. What is ſaid of 
horſes in the viſion, in reality may be ſaid of women. 
Elephants are always drawn ſmaller than the life, but 
a flea always larger. 

When old folks tell us of many paſſages i in their youth 
bet ween them and their company, we are apt to think 
how much happier thoſe times were than the preſent. 

Why does the elder ſiſter dance barefoot, when the 
younger is married before her? Is it not that ſhe may 


appear ſhorter, and n be Cone younger 
than the bride? 
No 


No man will take counſel, but every man will take 
money; therefore money is better than counſel, 
- I never yet knew a wag (as the term is) who was 
not a dunce. | | 
A A perſon reading to me a dull poem of his own ma- 
king, I prevailed on him to ſcrateh out fix lines toge- 
ther ; in turning over the leaf, the ink being wet, it 
marked as many lines on the other fide ; whereof the 
poet complaining, I bid him be eaſy, for it would be 
better if thoſe were out too. | | 
At Windſor I was obſerving to my Lord Bolingbroke, 
that the tower where the maids of honour lodged (who 
at that time were not very handſome) was much fre- 
quented with crows. My Lord ſaid, it was becauſe they 


elt carrion. 
The SroRx of the IVI UR ED Ladr. 


Written by herſelf, 


In a Letter to her FRIEN p. 
With his Ax s wE A. , 


I | | 15 | 
Pans mined by the inconſtancy and unkindneſs of a 


lover, I hope a true and plain relation of my miſ= 


| fortunes may be of uſe and warning to credulous maids, 
never to put too much truſt in deceitful men. 
A gentleman * in the neighbourhood had two mi- 
ſtreſſes, another and myſelf ; and he pretended ho- 
nourable love to us both. Our three houſes ſtood pretty 
near one another. His was parted from mine by a ri- 
ver Þ, and from my rival's by an eld broken wall ||. 
But before I enter into the particulars of this gentle- 
man's hard” uſage of me, I will give a very juſt impar- 
tial character of my rival and myſelf. | 


„ } The Iriſh ſea. 
+ Scotland and Ireland. 1 The Fids wall. 
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As to her perſon, ſhe is tall and lean, and very ill 
ſhaped; ſhe hath bad features, and a worſe complexion; 
ſhe bath a ſtinking breath, and twenty ill ſmells about 
her beſides ; which are yet more unſufferable, by her 
natural ſlut t iſineſs; for ſhe is always louſy, and never 
without the itch. As to her other qualities, ſhe hath 
no reputation either for virtue, honeſty, truth, or man- 
ners: and it is no wonder, conſidering what her edu- 
cation hath been. Scolding and curſing are her com- 
mon converſation. To ſum up all; ſhe is poor and beg- 
garly, and gets a forry maintenance by piltering where- 
ever ſhe comes. As for this gentleman, who is now ſo 
fond of her, ſhe ſtill beareth him an invincible hatred ; 


a revileth him to his face, and raileth at him in all com- 


panies. Her houſe is frequented by a company of rogues, 
and thieves, and pick-pockets, whom ſhe encourageth 
to rob his henrooſts, ſteal his corn and cattle, and do 
him all manner of miſchief; She hath been known to 
come at the head of theſe raſcals, and beat her lover un- 
til he was fore from head to foot, and then force him to 
pay for the trouble ſhe was at. Once attended with a 
crew of raggamuffins, ſhe broke into his houſe, turned 
all things topſy-turvy, and then ſet it on fire. At the 
fame time ſhe told fo many lies among his ſervants, that 
it ſet them all by the ears, and his poor ſteward “ was 
knocked on the head; for which I think, and fo doth 
all the country, that ſhe ought to be anſwerable. To 
conclude her character: She is of a different religion, be- 
ing a Preſbyterian of the moſt rank and virulent kind, 
and -conſequently having an inveterate hatred to the 
church ; yet. I am ſure, I have been always told, that in 
marriage there ought to be an union of minds as well as 
of perſons. DT ARS 
I will now give my own character; and ſhall do it in 
few words, and with modeſty and truth. : 
I was reckoned to be as handſome as any in our neigh- 
bourhood, until I became pale and thin with prief and 
il} ulage. - I am (till fair enough, and have, I think, no 
very ill feature about me. They that ſee me now, will 
hardly allow me ever to have had any great ſhare of 


charles I. ; 
PE | deauty; 
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beauty; for, beſides being ſo much altered, I go always 
mobbed, and in an undreſs, as well out of neglect, as 
indeed for want of cloaths to appear in. I might add 
to all this, that I was born to a good eſtate, although 
it now turneth to little account, under the oppreſſions 
I endure, and hath been the true cauſe of all my miſ- 
fortunes. ; | ' 

Some years ago this gentleman taking a fancy either 
to my perſon or fortune, made his addreſſes to me; 
which, being then young and fooliſh, I too readily ad- 
mitted. He ſeemed to uſe me with ſo much tenderneſs, . 
and his converſation was ſo very engaging, that all my 
conſtancy and virtue were too ſoon overcome; and, to 
dwell no longer upon a theme that cauſeth ſuch bitter 
reflectiohs, I muſt confeſs with ſhame, that I was un- 
done by the common arts practiſed upon all eaſy credu- 
lous virgins, half by force, and half by conſent, after 
ſolemn vows and proteſtations of marriage. When he 
had once got poſſeſſion, he ſoon began to play the uſual 
part of a too fortunate lover, affecting on all occaſions 
to ſhew his authority, and to a& like a conqueror, Firſt, 
he found fault with the government of my family, which 
I grant was none of the beſt, conſiſting of ignorant illi- 
terate creatures; for at that time I knew but little of 
the world. In compliance to him, therefore, I agreed ' 
to fall into his ways and methods of living. I conſented 
that his ſteward ſhould govern my houſe, and have li- 
berty to employ an under-ſteward *, who ſhould receive 
his directions. My lover proceeded farther, turning away 
ſeveral ald ſervants and tenants, and ſupplying me with 
others from his own houſe. Theſe grew io domineering 
and unreaſonable, that there was no quiet, and I heard 
of nothing but perpetual quarrels ; which although I 
could not poſſibly help, yet my lover laid all the blame 
and puniſhment upon me ; and, upon every falling out, 
ſtill turned away more of my people, and ſupplied me 
in their ſtead with a number of fellows and dependents 
of his own, whom he had no other way to provide for, 
Overcome by love, and to avoid noiſe and contention, I 
yielded to all his uſurpations ; and finding it in vain to 


* Lord Lieutenant. 
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reſiſt, I thought it my beſt policy, to make my court to 

my new ſervants, and draw them to my intereſts. I fed 
them from my own table with the beſt 1 had, put my 
new tenants on the choice parts of my land, and treated 
them all ſo kindly, that they began to love me as well 
as their maſter. In proceſs of time all my old ſervants 
were gone, and 1 had not a creature about me, nor 
above one or two tenants, but what were of his chu- 
ſing; yet I had the good luck, by gentle uſage, to bring 
over the greateſt part of them to my ſide. When my 
lover obſerved this, he began to alter his language; and 
to thoſe who inquired about me, he would anſwer, that I 
was an old dependent upon his family, whom he had placed 
on ſome concerns of his own; and he began to uſe me 
accordingly, neglecting by degrees all common civility 
in his behaviour. I ſhall never forget the ſpeech he 

made me one morning, which he delivered with all the 
gravity in the world. He put me in mind of the vaſt 
obligations I lay under to him, in ſending me ſo many of 
his people for my own good, and to teach me manners : 
that it had coſt him ten times more than I was worth to 


| maintain me: that it had been much better for him if I 


had been damned, or burnt, or funk to the bottom of 
the ſea : that it was but reaſonable I ſhould ſtrain my- 
felf as far as I was able, to reimbufſe him ſome of his 
charges: that, from henceforward, he expected his word 
ſhould be a law to me in all things: that I muſt main- 
_ tain a pariſh-watch againſt thieves and robbers, and give 
falaries to an overſeer, a conſtable, and others, all of 
his own chuſing, whom he would ſend from time to 
time to be ſpies upon me: that, to enable me the better 
in ſupporting theſe expences, my tenants ſhall be obli- 
- ged to carry all their goods croſs the river, to his own 
town- market, and pay toll on both ſides, and then fell 
them at half value. But becauſe we were a naſty fort 
of people, and that he could not endure to touch any 
thing we had a hand in, and likewiſe, becauſe he wanted 
work to employ his own folks, therefore we muſt ſend 
all our goods to his market juſt in their naturals ; the 
milk immedzately from the cow, without making it into 
cheeſe or butter; the corn in the ear; the graſs as it is 
mowed ; the wool as it cometh from the ſheep's back - 
EI | and 


. 
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and bring the fruit upon the-branch, that he might not 
be obliged to eat it after our filthy hands: that, if a 
tenant carried but a piece of bread and cheele to eat by 
the way, or an inch of worſted to mend his ſtockings, 
he ſhould forfeit his whole parcel ; and becauſe a com- 
pany of rogues uſually plied on the river - between us, 
who often robbed my tenants of their goods and boats, 
he ordered a waterman of his to guard them, whoſe man- 
ner was, to be out of the way untill the poor wretches 
were plundered ; then to evertake the thieves, and ſeize 
all as lawful prize to his maſter and himſelf. It would 
be endleſs to repeat a hundred other hardſhips he hath 
put upon me ; but it is a general rule, that whenever he 
imagines the ſmalleſt advantage will redound to one of 
his footboys, by any new oppreſſion of me and my whole 
family and eſtate, he never diſputeth it a moment. All 
this hath rendered me fo very infignificant and contempᷣ- 
tible at home, that ſome ſervants, to whom I pay the 
greateſt wages, and many tenants, who have the moſt 
beneficial leaſes, are gone over to live with him; yet I 


am bound to continue their wages, and pay their rents: 


by which means one third part of my whole income is 
ſpent on his eſtate, and above another third by his tolls 
and markets; and my poor tenants are ſo ſunk and im- 
poveriſhed, that inſtead of maintaining me ſuitably to my 
quality, they can hardly find me cloaths to keep me 
warm, or provide the common neceſſaries of life for 
themſelves. | 
Matters being in this poſture between me and my lo- 
ver; I received intelligence, that he had been for ſome 
time making very preſſing overtures of marriage to my rĩ- 
val, untill there happened ſome miſunderſtandings be- 
tween them. She gave him ill words, and threatened 
to break off all commerce with him. He, on the other 
ſide, having either acquired courage by bis triumphs over 
me, or ſuppoſing her as tame a fool as I, thought at 
firſt to carry it with a high hand; but hearing at the 
ſame time, that ſhe had thoughts of making ſome private 
propoſals to join with me againſt him, and doubting, with 
very good reaſon, that I would readily accept them, be 
ſeemed very much diſconcerted. This I thought was a pro- 
per occaſion to ſhew ſome great example of dang 599% 
wt} ve; 
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2 lore; and ſo, without further conſideration, I ſent him 


word, that hearing there was like to be a quarrel be- 
tween him and my rival, notwithſtanding all that had 
paſſed, and without binding him to any conditions in m 
own fayour, I would ſtand by him, againſt her and all 
the world, while I had a penny in purſe, or a petticoat 
to pawn. This. meſſage was ſubſcribed by all my 
chief tenants ; and proved ſo powerful, that my rival 
immediately grew more tractable upon it. The reſult 
of which was, that there is now a treaty of marriage“ 
concluded between them; the wedding-cloaths are 
bought, and nothing remaineth but to perform the ce- 
remony, Which is put off for ſome days, becauſe they 
. deſign it to be a public wedding. And, to reward my 
love, conſtancy, and generoſity, he bath beſtowed on 
me the office of being ſempſtreſs to his grooms and foot- 
men, which I am forced to accept or ſtarve. Yet, in 
the midſt of this my ſituation, I cannot but have ſome © 
pity for this deluded man, to caſt himſelf away on an 
infamous creature; who, whatever ſhe pretendeth, I can 
prove, would at this very minute rather be a whore to a 
certain great man, that ſhall be nameleſs, if ſhe might 
have her will. For my part, I think, and fo doth all 
the country too, that the man is poſſeſſed ; at leaſt none 


of us are able to imagine what he can poſlibly ſee in her, 


unleſs ſhe hath bewitched him, or given him ſome pow- 
der. | 
I am ſure I never ſought this alliance; and you can 
bear me witneſs, that I might have had other matches; 
nay, if I were lightly diſpoſed, I could ftill perhaps have 
offers, that ſome, who hold their heads higher, would 
be glad to accept. But alas ! I never had any ſuch wic- 
ked thought; all 1 now defire is, only to enjoy a little 
quiet, to be free from the perſecutions of this unreaſon- 
able_man, and that he will let me manage my own 
little fortune to the beſt advantage; for which I will 
undertake to pay him a conſiderable penſion every year, 
much more conſiderable than what he now gets by his 

oppreſſions; for he muſt-needs find himſelf a loſer at laſt, - 
When he hath drained me and my tenants ſo dry, that 


-® Treaty of union. | | 
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we ſhall not have a penny for him or ourſelves. There 
is one impoſition of his 1 had almoſt forgot, which I 
think inſvfferable, and will appeal to you or any rea- 
ſonable perſon, whether it be ſo or not. I told you be- 
fore, that, by an old compact, we agreed to have the 
ſame ſteward ; at which time I conſented likewiſe to 
regulate my family and eſtate by the ſame method with 
him, which he then ſhewed me written down in form, 
and I approved of. Now, the turn he thinks fit to pive 
this compact of ours is very extraordinary; for he pre- 
tends, that whatever orders he ſhall think fit to pre- 
ſcribe for the future in his family, he may, if he will, 
compel mine to obſerve them, without aſking my ad- 
vice, or nearing my reaſons. .So that I muſt not make 
a leaſe without his conſent, or give any directions for the 
well governing of my family, but what he countermands 
whenever he pleaſeth. This leaveth me at ſuch confu- 
ſion and uncertainty, that my ſervants know not when 
to obey me, and my tenants, although many of them 
be very well inclined, ſeem quite ata Ioſs. 
Blut I am too tedious upon this melancholy ſubject; 
which, however, I hope, you will forgive, ſince the hap- 
pineſs of my whole life dependeth upon it. I deſire you 
will think a while, and give your beſt advice what mea- 
ſures I ſhall take with prudence, juſtice, courage, and 
honour, to protect my liberty and fortune againſt the 
hardſhips and ſeverities I lie under from that unkind, in- 
conſtant man. | 


The AxswE R to the dns LaDr. 


; M ADA M, ; 4 
: 1 Have received your Ladyſhip's letter, and carefully 
conſidered every part of it; and ſhall give you my 
opinion how you ought to proceed for your own ſecuri- 
ty. But, firſt, I muſt beg leave to tell your Ladyſhip, 
that you were guilty of an unpardonable weakneſs 
t'other day, in making that offer to your lover, of 
ſtanding by him in any quarrel he might have with your 
rival. You know very well, that ſhe began to _ 
| en 
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hend he had deſigns of uſing her as he had done you ; 


and common prudence might have directed you, rather 
to have entered into ſome meaſures with her for joining 
againſt him, until he might, at leaſt, be brought to ſome 
reaſonable terms: but your invincible hatred to that lady 
hath carried your reſentments ſo high, as to be the cauſe 


of your ruin. Yet if you pleaſe to conſider, this averſion 


of yours began a good while before ſhe became your ri- 
val, and was taken up by you and your family in a fort 


of compliment to your lover, who formerly had a great 


abhorrence for her. It is true, fince that time you have 
ſuffered very much by her incroachments upon your 
eltate, but ſhe never pretended to govern or direct you: 
and now you have drawn a new enemy upon yourſelf ; 
for I think you may count upon all the ill offices ſhe can 


poſſibly do you by her credit with her huſband ; where- 


as, if zuſtead of openly declaring againſt her, without 


any provocation, you had but fat (till a while, and ſaid 
nothing, that gentlemen would have leſſened his ſeve- 


rity. to you out of perfect fear. This weakneſs of yours 
you call generoſity ; but I doubt there was more in the 


matter. In ſhort, Madam, I have good reaſons to think 


you were betrayed to it by the pernicious counſels of 
fome about you : for, to my certain knowledge, ſeveral 
of your tenants'and ſervants, to whom you have been 
very kind, are as arrant raſcals as any in the country. 
F cannot but obſerve what a mighty difference there is 
in one particular between your Ladyſhip and your rival. 
Having yielded up your perſon, you thought nothing 
elſe worth defending ; and therefore you will not now 
inſiſt upon theſe very conditions for which you yielded 
at firſt, But your Ladyſhip cannot be ignorant, that 
ſome years ſince your rival did the ſame thing, and up- 
en no conditions at all; nay, this gentleman kept her 
as a mils, and yet made her pay for her very diet and 


lodging. But, it being at a time when he had no ſtew- 


ard, and his family out of order, ſhe ſtole away, and 
hath'now got the trick very well known among the wo- 
men of the town, to grant a man the favour over night, 
and the next day have the impudence to deny it to his 
face. But it is too late to reproach you with any for- 


the 
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the matters of fact, as you relate them, are true and 
fairly repreſented. My advice therefore is this: Get 
your tenants together as ſoon as you conveniently can, 


and make them agree to the following reſolutions. 


Firft, That your family and tenants have no depend- 
ence upon the ſaid gentleman, further than by the old 


agreement, which obligeth you to have the ſame ſtew- | | 
ard, and to regulate your houſehold by ſuch methods as 


you ſhall both agree to. 


Secondly, That you will not carry your goods to the | 
market of his town, unleſs you pleaſe, nor be hinder- 
ed from carrying them any where elſe. 


Thirdly, That the ſervants you pay wages to, ſhall live 


at home, or forfeit their places. 


Fourthly, That whatever leaſe you make to a tenant, 
it ſhall not be in his power to break it. 
If he will agree to theſe articles, I adviſe you to eon- 


tribute as largely as you can to all charges of pariſh and 
county. 


I can aſſure you, ſeveral of that gentleman's ableſt 
tenants and ſervants are againſt his ſevere uſage of you, 


and would be glad of an occaſion to convince the reſt 


of their error, if you will not be wanting to yourſelf. 
If the gentleman refuſes theſe juſt and reaſonable of- 


fers, pray let me know it, and perhaps I may think of 
ſomething elſe that will be more effectual. N 


Jam, 
MADAM, 


Dur Ladyfbip's, &c. 


— . 


A conſultation of four phyſici cians ; upon a lord that 
was dying. 


Firfl Doctor. IS his honor. fic? Pra letus felis pale 
It do es beat veris loto de. 
Second Doctor. No notis as qui caſſi e ver fel tu metri 
it. Inde edit is as faſtas an alarum, ora fire bellat nite. 
Third Doctor. It is veri hi. 
Fourth Doctor. Noto contra dictu in mi juge mentii 
ver 
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veri loto de. It is as orta maladi ſam callet. Here e 


ver id octo reti reſto a par lori na mel an coli poſt ure. 


eder. It is a megri mas I opi ne. 
- Second Doctor. No docto rite quit fora quin fi. Heris 


| L 2 a plane ſim tomo fit. Sorites Para celſus: prz re adit. 


Ti De&or. Nono doctor I never quo te aqua caſu do. 
Second Doctor. Sum arſo: mi autoris no ne. * | 
Third Date. No quare lingat præ ſenti des ire. His 

honor is fic offa colli cafure as i fit here. 

Fourth Doctor. It is æther an atro phi ora colli caſa 

ted. Ire membri re adit in doctor me ades eſſe, here itis. 
Third Deor. I ne ver re af apage init, no re ver in 

tendit. 55 | 
Second Docbor. Fer 1 ne 1 off qui t te deferent f noti o 
nas i here. 
+ Doctor. Notis ab ludi fluxit is veri A n 
Second Doctor. I fitis a fluxit me re qui re ac lis ter. 
Third Docter. | a ver his caſſis venere a laſſi diſco ver 

edit in as hanc cor; an da poli pus in his no ſe. An di 

fit be as i cetis, ago no rea me en ſue. 
Fi Doctor. It is ad ange rus caſas ani. | 
Fourth Doctor. I mus tellure erte uti humor in 

bis belli. Hi ſto macto is empti.- 
Fir Doctor. It me bea pluri fi; avo d veri pro per 
ow manat his age. 


Second Doctor. Ure par donat 8 des i ire; his dis 


Lf 


eas is a cataride clare it. 


Third Doctor. Atlas tume findit as tone in his quid r ni 
es. 


Fourth Dactor. It is alea pro fi Ad uti ſe. Præ hos 


his a poti cari? cantu tellus, Ab lis ter me bene ceſſa 
riſum decens. It is as urem edi in manicas es. 


= Third Docter. I findit iſto late tot hinc offa rem edi; ; 


fori here his honor is de ad. | 
Second Doctor. His time is cum. ; 15 
Fir Doctor. Is it trudo ut hinc? | 


. Fourth Dodger. le is veri certa in. His par is belli to 
ringo ut foris de partu re. 


Third Doctor. Nx, i fis ecce lens is Je ad lætus en . 
apri eſto præ foris ſole. His n has bina cato liquor 
a de iſti here. | 


Fi 
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© Firſt Doctor. Alor dis ſum times as tingi as an uſu reris. 
Second Doctor. A pi ſtolis aligo time a verbi mi at en 
dans fora forte nite. ., 
Third Doctor. O mei ne vera tendo na nil ordinis fic 
nes ani more. = | | 
Fourth Doctor. Api ſtolis ne a quin in a nil ordo fis qua 
liti; ſum pes fore times more, It iſtos mala fito a doc- 
tor o fis hic. | 
Second Doctor. Lætus paco fitis time. | 
Fir Doctor. Abigo ditis hi time inde editis forus alto 
fallas campe ringo fas faſtas arato ut offa da iri ; fori 
fera bea tinge veri minute; bimi folido. His lac quis, F 
an das turdis auſſi ſto ut valet is rea di forus. 
Second Doctor. Ali feris ab aſt in a do, fori here ano is 
at adis ſtans. | 


ADVERTISEME N T. 


For the honour of the Kinc vox of InzLann. 


THis is to inform the public, that a gentleman of 
long ſtudy, obſervation, and experience, hath 
employed himſelf for ſeveral years in making collections 
of facts, relating to the conduct of divines, phyſicians, 
Jawyers, ſoldiers, merchants, traders, and eſquires ; con- 
taining an hiſtorical account of the. molt remarkable 
' corruptions, frauds, oppreſſions, knaveries, and fperjuries ; 
wherein the names of all the perſons concerned ſhall 
be inſerted at full length, with ſome account of their 
families and ſtations. | 
But, whereas the ſaid gentleman cannot complete his 
hiſtory without ſome aſſiſtance from the public, he hum- 
bly defires, that all perſons who have any memoirs, or | 
accounts, relating to themſelves, their families, their | 
Friends, or acquaintance, which are well atteſted, and fit- = 
to enrich the work, will pleaſe to ſend them to the 
printer of this advertiſement : and if any of the faid per- 
ſons who are diſpoſed to ſend materials, happen to live a 
in the country, it is deſired their letters may be either bo 
franked, or the poſt paid. ii 
Vor. VIII. D d This 1 
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| This collection is to commence with the year 1700, 
and be continued to the preſent year 1738. The work 
is to be intitled, The author” s critical biftory of bis own | 
. Fimes. | 
It is intended to be printad by ſubſcription, i in a large | 
octavo ; each volume to contain five hundred facts, and | 
& to be ſold for a Britiſh crown. The author propoſeth 
that the whole Work (which will take in the period of 
' thirty- eight years). ſhall be contained in eighteen vo- 
mes. * 8 
Whoever ſhall ſend the author any accounts of per- 
ſons who have performed any acts of jufice, charity, pu- 
blic ſpirit, gratitude, fidelity, or the like, atteſted by in- 
dubitable witneſſes within the ſame period; the ſaid 
facts ſhall be printed, by way of appendix, at the end 
of each volume, and no addition to, the price of the 
work demanded. But leſt ſuch perſons may apprehend, 
that the relating of theſe fats may be injurious to their 
reputations, their names ſhall not be ſet down without 
9 direction. 
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N. B. There will be a fall number printed on royal 
paper for the curious, at only two Britiſh crowns. 
There will alſo be the gies of the moſt eminent per- 
ſons mentioned in this work, 3 to each dene, 
. Wen by Mr. Hogarth, 


Subſcriptions are taken in by the printer hereof, and 
by! the nene of Loudonfand Dublin. | 


A L e pr br Mx. 


—— has the reputation of moſt profound. and uni. 

verſal learning: this is the general opinion, nei. 
ther can it be eaſily diſproved. An old ruſty iron cheſt 
in a banker's ſhop, ſtrongly locked, and wonderful 
heavy, is full of gold ; this is the general opinion, nei- 
ther can it be diſproved, provided the key be loſt, and 
What is in it be wedged fo cloſe that it will not by any 
motion ä the metal hl the chinking. Tong 
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good is his pleaſure ; and as no man conſults another in 
his pleaſures, neither does he in this; by his awkward- 
neſs and unadviſedneſs diſappointing his own good de- 
ſigns. His high ſtation hath placed him in the way of 
great employments ; which, without the leaſt poliſhing 
his native ruſticity, have given him a tincture of pride 
and ambition, But theſe vices would have paſſed con- 
cealed under his natural ſimplicity, if he had not endea- 
voured to hide them by art. His diſpoſition to ſtudy is 
the very ſame with that of an uſurer to hoard up money, 
or of a vitious young fellow to a wench ; nothing but 
_ avarice and evil coricupiſcence, to which his conſtitution 
has fortunately given a more innocent turn. He is ſor- 
did and ſuſpicious in his domeſtics, without love or ha- 
fred ; which is but reaſonable, fince he has neither friend 
nor enemy; without joy or grief; in ſhort, without all 
paſſions but fear, to which of all others he hath leaſt 
temptation, having nothing to get or to loſe ; no po- 

ſterity, relation, or friend, to be ſolicitous about; and 
placed by his ſtation above the reach of fortune or envy. 
He hath found out the ſecret of preferring men without 
deſerving their thanks; and where he diſpenſes his fa- 
vours to perſons of merit, they are leſs obliged to him 
than to fortune, He is the firſt of human race, that, 
with great advantages of learning, piety, and tation, / 
ever eſcaped being a great man. That which reliſhes 
beſt with him, is mixed liquor and mixed company, and 
he is ſeldom unprovided with very bad of both. He is 
ſo wiſe to value his own health more than other mens 
noſes; ſo that the moſt honourable place at his table is 
much the worſt, eſpecially in ſummer. It hath been af- 
firmed, that originally he was not altogether devoid of 
wit, till it was extruded from his head to make room 
for other mens thoughts. He will admit a governor, 
provided it be one who is very officious and diligent, 
- outwardly pious, and one that knows how to manage 

and make the meſt of his fear. No man will be either 
glad or ſorry at his death, except his ſucceſſor. 


— 
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The e deficiencies, ame and mir 


fortunes of ue. 


ö Propoſed to contain one oa” txenty volumes in 


quarto. Begun April 20. 1724. To be con- 
tinued weekly, if due energien be given. 


UT one lock and a half in the whole houſe. 
The key of the garden- door loſt. 
The empty bottles all unclegnable. 

The veſſels for drink few and leaky. 
The new houſe all going to ruin before it is finiſhed. 
One hinge of the ſtreet-door broke off, and the people 


+4 , 


forced to go out and come in at the back door. 


The door of the Dean's bed chamber full of large 


chinks. 


The beaufet letting in ſo much wind chat it n | 


blows out the candles. 


1 The Dean's bed threatening "ſu . to fall ander | | 
gs 
The little table looſe and broken in the joints. 28 
The patages open over head, by which the cats paſs. 
continually into he cellar, and eat the victuals; for 


which one was tried, condemned, and executed by the 
ſword. | 


The large table in a very totterin condition. 
But one chair in the houſe fit for ſitting on, and that 
in a very ill ſtate of health. 
The kitchen perpetually crouded with ſavages. 
Not a bit of mutton to be had in the country. 
Want of beds, and a mutiny thereupon among the 


_ ſervants, till ſupplied from Kells. 


An egregious want of all the moſt common neceflary 
utenſils. | 
Not a bit of turf this cold 7%; TOY os Mrs John- 


- fon and the Dean in perfon, with ali their ſervants, for- 


ced to aſliſt at the bog in gathering up the wet bottoms 

of old clamps. 
The grate in the ladies bed-chamber books, and forced 
to be removed, * which * were compelled be 
without 


* 
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without fire; the chimney ſmoking intolerably; and 


the Dean's great coat was employed to ſtop the wind. 
from coming down the chimney, without which expe- 
dient they muſt have been ſtarved to death. 

A meſſenger ſent a mile to borrow an old broken 


_ tun-diſh. © + 


Bottles ſtopped with bits of wood and tow, inſtead 
of corks. 

Not one utenſil for a fire, except an old pair of tongs, 
which travels through the houſe, and is likewiſe employ» 
ed to take the meat out of the pot, for want of a fleſh- 
fork. | 

Every ſervant an arrant thief as to victuals and drink, 
and every comer and goer as arrant a thief of every thing 
| he or ſhe can lay their hands on, 

The ſpit blunted with poking into bogs for timber, 
and tears the meat to pieces, 

Bellum atque feminam : or, A kitchen-war between 
nurſe and a naſty crew of both ſexes ; ſhe to preſerve- 
order and cleanlineſs, they to deſtroy both; and they 
generally are conquerors, 


April 28. This morning the great fore- door quite 
open, dancing backwards and forwards with all its 
weight upon the lower hinge, which muſt have been 
broken, if the Dean bad not accidentally come and re- 
\ lieved it. | 
A great hole in the floor of the ladies chamber, every 
hour hazarding a broken leg. 

Two damnable iron ſpikes erect on the Dean's bed. 
| Read, by which be is in danger of a broken ſhin at ring. 
and going to bed. 

The ladies and Dean's fervants growing faſt into the 
manners and thieveries of the natives; the ladies theme» 
ſelves very much corrupted ; the Dean perpetually ſtorm- 
ing, and in danger of either loſing all his fleſh, or ſink- 
ing into barbarity for the fake of peace. 

Mrs Dingley full of cares for herſelf, and blunders, 
and negligence for her friends. Mrs Johnſon fick and 
helpleſs. The Dean de: fand fretting ; the lady's maid 
awkward and clumſy ; Robert lazy and forgetful ; Wil- 
liam a Pragmatical, ignorant, and conceited puppy 3 

| Robi 


d 3 


A vertncaſbr THE 
Robi and nurſe * two great and only ſupports of the 
EE family. 
, Ball, ladteum; or The milky battle, tought be- 
tween the Dean and the crew of Quilca ; the latter in- 
ſiſting on their privilege of not milking till eleven in the 
forenoon ; whereas Mrs Johnſon wanted milk at eight 
for her health. In this battle the Dean got the victory: 
but the crew of Quilca begin to rebel again; for it is 
this day almoſt ten o'clock, and Mrs Johnſton hath not 
got her milk, IF 
A proverb on the lazineſs an n of the ſervants 
The worſe their fiye, the longer I bey lie. 
Two great holes in the wall of the ladies bed- cham- 
I FP ber ,juſt at the back of the bed, and one of them directly 
behind Mrs Johnſon's pillow; either of which would 
blow out a candle in the calmeſt day. * 


2 
- 


A modeſt 8 of a late Pozm by an un- 
known author, called, Tus Lap r' s DRES- 
8310 Room *. Ee ple 


— 4 _ 
” 2 


ths | Written in the year 1732. x you * { 


= [The 5 on the Lady's Dreſſiog-room ma given of- 
| Fence to a few ſqueamiſh ladies, and ſome fine gentlemen, 
it a 2 proper to publiſh the following l 


ne or pamphlet, publiſhed in this kingdom : 
without a name, will not long want one, if the 
paper maketh any noiſe, | 
„ There is a certain perſon of diſtinction among us, ; who 
is conjectured to have written many things, both in proſe 
and verſe, for the ſervice of the nation, which undoubt · 
_  edly were publiſhed with his own conſent. It is alſo be- 
* lieved, that he has compoſed others occaſionally, for 
| the 3 of himſelf and a few intimate friends; 
which, by the indiſcretion of others, were, from ſtolen 
and incorrect copies, dragged into ligbt. | 
But I hold it for certain, that a much greater num- 


by %e this poem is yo 6-þ F4te 


ber 
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ber have, by the boldneſs of printers, and the want of 
judgment in readers, been charged upon that author, 
wherein he never had the ſmalleſt finger, as I am aſſured 
he hath often declared; and, which is remarkable, was 
as free in diſowning ſome writings charged upon him, 
of which he had no reaſon to be aſhamed, as he could be 
of the meaneſt productions of Hibernian Grubſtreet. 
As to thoſe fatal werſes, called The lady's dreſſing-room, 
which have fo highly inflamed the whole ſex, (except a 
very few of better judgment); as I can by no means ju- 
ſtify the vulgar opinion, that ſeemeth to fix it upon a 
perſon ſo well known for works of à very different na- 
ture; fo I cannot but lament the prevailing ill taſte a- 
mong us, which is not able to diſcover that uſeful fatire 
running through every line, and the matter as decently 
wrapped up as it is poſſible the ſubje& could bear, |; 
Cleanlineſs hath, in all polite ages and nations, been 
eſteemed the chief corporal perfection in women ; as it is 
well known to thoſe who are converſant with the an- 
cient poets. And ſo it is ſtill among the young people 
of judgment and ſobriety, when they are diſpoſed to 
marry. And ] do not doubt, but that there is a great 
number of young ladies in this town and kingdom, who, 
in reading that poem, find great complacency in their 
'-own minds, from a conſciouſneſs, that the ſatirical part / 
in the Lady's dreſſing room doth not in the leaſt affect 
them. | 7 
Wherefore it is manifeſt, that no poem was ever write 
ten with a better deſign for the ſervice of the /ex : where- 
in our author hath obſerved, to a title, the precepts of 
his maſter Horace ; or, indeed, rather hath gone very 
far beyond him, in the article of decency. : 
That great poet, inſtructing us what aQions are fitteſt 
to be produced openly upon the ſcene, and which are 
moſt proper to be only related to the audience, goeth 
many lengths beyond the author of the Lady's dreſſing- 
room; for, at the ſame inſtant when he faith, fome ac» 
tions ſhould not appear as done upon the ſtage, he al- 
lows, they may be recited with pleaſure and elegance ; 
and yet when he cometh to particulars, his recital is ex- 
tremely groſs, and ſo are his very precepts which forbid 
the actions: that if our infinitely more modeſt * 
| na 


— * 


2 A DEFENCE OFTHE. 


bad imitated his maſter” le, the whole 3 aht, 
with great appearance of reaſon, have been up in arms 
againſt him. . 

Therefore, to ſet thoſe two poets in a true light, I have 
ventured, for the ſatisfaction of both ſexes, to tranſlate 
as literally as I could, ten lines in Horace, upon the 


very ſame ſubject, which our author hath handled with 


a decency ſo far ſuperior to his Roman maſter. 
To juſtify the truth of my tranſlation, I deſire all fine 
ntlemen and ladies will appeal from me to the infor- 
mation of the learned, that I may be wholly clear from 


the leaſt cenſure of miſrepreſenting fo great an autho- 


rity ; for, indeed, if! have been guilty of any fault, it 
is in palliating the groſs expreſſions in the original, and 
_* ſoftening them very much to the nes of the pre- 


. _— 


The Latin! is word for word as follows. 4 


a 


Aut agitur res in ſcenis, aut acta refertur, 
Segnius irritant animos demiſſa per aurem, 
Quan que ſunt oculis ſubjecta fidelibus, et que 
Ipje fibi tradit ſpectator. Non tamen intus 
' Digna geri promes in ſcenam; multaque tolles 
Ex oculis, que mox narret facundia preſens. 

Nee pueros coram populo Medea trucidet ; 8 
Aut bumana palam coquat'exta nefarius Atreus. 
Ant in avem Prigne vertetur, Cadmus in angueme 


Duodcungue oflendis mibi fic, incredulus edi. 
LE] The Hteral tranſlation whereof is thus. 


Some ladies do their need before your face: - 
Some only tell the a&ion and the place. 
Our mind is leſs provok'd by what it hears, 
Than what the fact before our eyes appears. 
In cloſet dark, your cedar-box be hid; 
Not in a parlour ſhown without the lid. 
Some a&ions mult be always out of ſight, 
Yet, e/ezantly-told, may give delight. 


p 
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Nurſe muſt not hold the child, and cry Eee Hee, 
When Madam and her friends are o'er their tea. 
Atreus, with ladies by, miſtakes his wit, 
In new · born ts to run a red-hot ſpit. 
Mis Progne mult not cry, 4 bird, a bird! 
Before good company, and ſhew a t——d. 
Cadmus, who voids out worms of monſtruous ſize, 
In mere good manners ſhould deceive our eyes; 
Muſt do his dirty work behind the ſcene, 
And ere he ſhews the vermin, wipe them clean. 
' To bring ſuch odious objects full in view, 


Though e may laugh, twill make a ui may ſpue, 


I deſire the reader will compare the leaſt exception - 
able lines in the Lady's dreſ/ing-room with the leaſt offen · 
ſive of theſe in Horace; although purged by me, as 
much as could conſiſt with preſerving the true ſenſe of 
the eriginal. Vet this was the great meſier of politeneſs 
in the Roman empire, at the time it flouriſhed moſt in 
arts and arms. 


Horace, you ſee, makes uſe of the plain ſlovenly 15 


words, which our decent Iriſh poet induſtriouſly avoid - 


eth, and ſkippeth over a hundred dirty places, without 
fouling his ſhoes. Horace, on the contrary, plainly / 
calleth a ſpade, a ſpade, when there was not the leaſt 
neceſſity; and when, with 1 eaſe, as well as ſigni- 
ficancy, he might have expreſſed his meaning in homely 


terms, fit for the niceſt ears of a gueen or a ducheſs. 


I do therefore poſitively decide in favour of our Hi- 
bernian bard, upon the article of decency; and am read 
to defend my propoſition againſt all mankind ; that, in 
the ten lines of Horace, here faithfully and favourably 
tranſlated, there are ten times more fowenly expreſſions, 
than in the whole poem called 7 he lady's dreſſing room; 
and for the truth of this propoſition, I am ready to ap- 
peal to all the young ladies of the kingdom, or to ſuch 
a committee as my very adverſaries ſhall appoint. 
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in Dr Swift's life, prefixed to vol. 1. 


ng The Addreſs of the Inhabitants of the liberty of 


the Dean and Chapter of St. Patrick's, Dublin *. 


E, the inhabitants of the liberty of the Dean and 
Chapter of St. Patrick's, Dublin, and the neigh - 


: bourhood of the ſame, having been informed, by uni- 


verſal report, that a certain man of this city hath open- 
Iy threatened and ſworn, before many hundred people, 


as well perſons of quality as others, that he reſolves, up- 
on the firſt opportunity, by the help of ſeveral ruffians, 
to murder or maim the Reverend the Dean of St. Pa- 


trick's, our neighbour, benefaor, and head of the 
liberty of St. Patrick's, upon a frivolous unproved ſuſpi · 


cion, of the ſaid Dean's having written ſome lines in 

verſe reflecting on the ſaid man: 4 
Therefore we, the ſaid inhabitants of the ſaid liberty, 
and in the neighbourhood thereof, from our great love 
_ and reſpect to the ſaid Dean, to whom the whole king. 


dom hath fo many obligations, as well as we of the li- 
berty, do unanimouſly declare, that we will endeavour 


to defend the life and limbs of the ſaid Dean againſt the 


faid man, and all his ruffians and murderers, as far as 


the law will allow: if he, or any of them, preſume to 


come into the faid liberty, with any wicked malicious 
intent, againſt the houſe, or family, or perſon, or goods 


of the ſaid Dean, To which we have chearfully, ſin - 


cerely, and heartily ſet our hands. | 


The Dean being in bed, very much indiſpoſed, and 


not able to receive the ſaid perſons, dictated the follow- 
ing anſwer. r l a 


Gnu, F 7 be 
I receive with great thankfulneſs theſe many kind ex- 
{lions of your concern for my ſafety, as well as your 


declared reſolution to defend me (as far as the laws of 


God and man will allow) againſt all murderers and ruf- 
fians, who ſhall attempt to enter into the liberty with 


o See an account of the occaſion of this addrefs, and the anſwer, 


any 
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any bloody or wicked deſigns, upon my life, my limbs, 
my houſe, or my goods. Gentlemen, my life is in the 
bands of God; and whether it may be cut off by trea- 
chery, or open violence, or by the common way of other 
men, as long as it continues, I ſhall ever bear a grate- 
ful memory for this favour you have ſhewn, beyond my 
expectation, and almoſt exceeding my wiſhes. The in- 
habitants of the liberty, as well as thoſe of the neigh» 
bourhood, have lived with me in great amity for near 
twenty years; which, Iam copfident, will never dimi- 
niſh during my life. I am chiefly ſorry, that by two 
cruel diſorders of deafneſs and giddineſs, which have pur. 
ſued me for four months, I am not in a condition either 
to hear, or to receive you, much leſs to return my moſt 
ſincere acknowledgments, which in juſtice and gratitude 
IT ought to do. May God bleſs you and your families in 
this world, and make you for ever happy in the next. 


A LETTER from the GRAND Mis TREsSS of 
the FEMALE FREE MASONS to GEORGE 
FAULKNER, Printer.. 


Ixion, impious, lewd, profant, 

Bright Juno duo d, but woo'd in vain. 

Long had be languiſb' d for the dame, 

Till Jove, at length, to quench his flame, 
| Some Jay for fear, fone ſay for pin, 
Sent him a cloud, like Juno pretty, 

As like as if 'twere drawn by painters, 
On which he got a race of Centaurs, 

A bite, quoth Venus. 


* 


B. C lib. 6. p. 107. 


Eeing it is of late become a fiſhion in town, in wri- 
ting to all the world, to addreſs to you, our ſocie- 
ty of Female Free Maſons, has alſo choſen you for our 
printer ; and fo, without preface, art, or imbelliſhmeat, 
(for truth and a ſhort paper needs none of them), our 
| Female lodge has the whole myſtery as well as any lodge 
In 
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in Europe, with proper inſtructions in writing; and, 
What will ſeem more ſtrange to you, without the leaſt 
_ taint of perjury. By this time any reader who is a ma- 
for, will, I know, laugh, and not without indignation, 
= But that matters not much; our ſex has long owed 
=— — yours this good turn. You refuſed to admit Q. Eliſa- 
== beth, and even Semiramis Queen of Babylon, though | 
each of them (without punving) had a great deal of male 
as upon their bodies; but, at laſt, you will be forced 
to own we have it; and thus it was we came by it. 
A pentleman, who is a great friend to all our mem 
| bers, who has ſince inſtructed and formed us into a lodge, 
: Je and whom we therefore call bur guardian, fell in lately 
JW with a lodge of Free Maſons at Omagh in Ulſter. They 
preſſed him hard to come into their ſociety, and at length 
8 1 They wanted an O% Teflament to ſwear him 
by. The iankeepers Bible having both Oli and New 
bound up together, would not do: for the Free Majors 
| oath being of much older date than the New Teflament, 
that is, from the building of Solomon's temple, (for till 
then it was but a proteſtation well larded over with 
curſes and execrations) they are always ſworn on the 
OH Teftament only. They offer to buy the fellow's 
Bible; he conſents; but finding they were to cut away 
the New Teſtament from the Ola, concluded them at 
once a pack of profane wretches, and very piouſly re- 
ſeued his Bible. This cuſtom of ſwearing on the O/d 
Teſtament only, is what has given birth to the vulgar er- 
Tor, That Free Maſons renounce the New Teflament. So 
they proceed to the reſt of the ceremony, deterring the 
oath till next morning, one of them having an O/% Te- 
amen for the purpoſe, at his houſe hard by, This, it 
is true, was a hainous blunder againſt the cannons of 
Free Maſonry. But the gentlemen were far gone in punch 
and aui In ſhort, our friend and preſent guardian 
is made a Free but unſtworn Maſon, and was three hours 
gone on his journey next morning, before the merry 
Fiete Maſons awoke to ſend for their Ola Teflament ; and, 
what was worle, they had taught him the form of the 
oath, againſt he was to ſwear in the morning. 5 
Now, as to the ſecret words and ſignals uſed among 
Di Maſons, it is to be obſerved, that in the Hebrew 


* & - 


writing) there are four pair of letters, of which each 
pair is ſo like, that, at firſt view, they ſeem to be the 
ſame ; Beth and Caph, Gimel and Nun, Cheth and Thau, 
Daleth and Reſch ; and on theſe depend all their ſignals 


- 


and prips. 
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alphabet, (as our guardian has informed our hdge in 


Cheth and Thau are ſhaped like two ſtanding gallowſes, 


of two legs each. When two maſons accoſt each other, 
one cries Cheth, the other anſwers Thau; ſignifying, that 
they would ſooner be hanged on the gallows than di- 
vulge the ſecret. | 

Then again, Beth and Caph are each like a pallows 
lying on one of the ſide - poſts, and, when uſed as above, 


imply this pious prayer, May all who reveal the ſecret, 
hang upon the gallows till it falls down. This is their ma- 


s/ecret, generally called the great word. | 

Daleth and Reſch are like two half-gallowſes, or a 
gallows cut in two at the croſs ſtick on top ; by which, 
when pronounced, they intimate to each other, that 
they would rather be half banged, than name either 
word or ſignal before any but a brother, ſo as to be un- 
derſtood. 


When one ſays Gimel, the other anſwers Nun; then 


the firſt again joining both letters together, repeats three 


times, Gimel. Nun, Gimel- Nun, Gimel- Nun; by which 
they mean, that they are united as one in intereſts, ſe- 


crecy, and affection. This laſt word has in time been 
depraved in the pronunciation from Gimel Nun to Gime- 
lum, and at laſt to G:b/un, and ſometimes Gib/in ; which 
word being by ſome accident diſcovered, they now - a- 
days pretend it is but a mock-wword. | 

Another of their words has been maimed in the pro- 
nunciation by the illiterate ; that is, the letter Lamech, 


which was the baſb word; for, when ſpoke by any bro= 


—_ WW. 


ther in a lodge, it was a warning to the reſt to have a 


care of liſteners. It is now corruptly pronounced Las; 
but the maſons pretended this alſo is a mock-word, for the 
ſame reaſon as Gib/in, This play with the Hebrew al- 
phabet is very anciently called the MANABOLETH. , 
When one brother orders another to walk like a ma» 
fon, he muſt walk four ſteps backwards; four, becavſe, 
of the four pair of letters already mentioned; and back- 


Vor. VIII. Ee | wards, , 


— 
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Wards, becauſe the Hebrew is writ and read backwards. 
As to their ay/fericus grips, they are as follows. If 
| they be in company, where they cannot with ſafety 
ſpeak the above words, they take each other by the 
hand ; one draws one of the letters of the Manaboleth 
with his finger on the other's hand, which be returns as 


in ſpeaking. 


| It is worth obſerving, that a certain lodge in town pu- 
dliſhed ſome time ago a ſheet full of 9 pure - 
ly to puzzle and banter the town, with ſeveral falſe 
ſigus and words, as Mada or Adam, writ backwards, 
7 Nimrod, Jakins, Pectoral, Gutural, &c. but not one 
word of the real ones, as you fee by what has been ſaid 
of the ManazoLETn. 
After King James VI.'s acceſſion to the throne of 
England, he RN maſonry, of which he was grand 
maler, both in Scotland and England: it had been en- 


5 tirely ſuppreſſed by Queen Eliſabeth, becauſe ſhe could 


not get into the ſecret. All perſons of quality, after 
the example of the King, got themſelves admitted Free 
Maſons; but they made a kind of MaxaBoLETH in Eng- 
liſh, in imitation of the true and ancient one; as I. O. 
U. H. a gold key; 1 owe you each a geld key, H. CCCC. 
his ruin. Fach foreſees bis ruin. I. C. U. B. YY. for me, 
I you be too iſe for me. And a great deal more of 
the — fooliſh ſtuff, which took its riſe from a filly 
pun upon the word Bee ; for you muſt know, that —— 
A bee bas, in all ages and nations, been the 
grand bieroghphic of maſemy, becauſe it excels all other 
iving creatures in the contrivance and commodiouſneſs 
of its habitation or comb; as, among many other au- 
thors, Dr Macgregor, now profeſſor of mathematics in 
Cambridge, (as our guardian informs us), hath learn- 
edly demonſtrated ; nay, moſonry or building ſeems to 
be the very eſſence or nature of the bee ; for her build- 
ing not the ordinary way of all other living creatures, 
is the generative cauſe which produces the young ones ; 
(you know, I ſuppoſe, that bees are of neither _ 

For this reaſon the Kings of France, both 
and Chriſtians, always eminent Free Maſons, carried — | 
bers for their arms. But, to avoid the imputation of 
the Egyptian idolatry of * a bee, Clodovzus, 

+,” their 
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their firſt Chriſtian King, called them &lies, or fower-de- 
luces; in which, notwithſtanding the ſmall change made 
for diſguiſe ſake, there is (till the exact figure of a bee. 
You have perhaps read of a great number of golden bees 
found in the coffin of a Pagan King of France near Bruſ- 
ſels, many ages after Car1sT, which he had ordered 
ſhould be buried with him, in token of his having been 
a maſon. | PIN 35 
The Egyptians, always excellent and ancient Free 
Maſons, paid divine worſhip to a bee, under the outward - 
ſhape of a bull, the better to conceal the myſtery ; which 
bull, by them called Apis, is the Latin word for a bee. 
The enigma repreſenting the bee by a bull conſiſts in this; 
that, according to the doctrine of the Pyihagorean lodge 
of Free Maſons, the fouls of all the cow-&ind tranſmigrate 
into bees; as one Virgil a poet, much in favour with the 
Emperor Auguſtus, becauſe of his profound ſkill in ma- 
Jonry, has deſcribed ; and Mr Dryden has thus fowed. 


| | Ariſtzus 

Four altars raiſes ; from his herd he culls 

For ſlaughter four the faireſt of his bull, 
Four heifers from his female ſtore he took, 
All fair, and all unknowing of the yoke ; 
Nine mornings thence, with ſacrifice and pray'rs, ' 
The gods invok'd, he to the grove repairs. , 
Behold a prodigy ! for from within 
The broken bowels and the bloated ſkin, 
A buzzing noiſe of bees his ears alarms; © 


Straight iſſue through the ſides aſſembling ſwarms, Cr. 


What modern maſens call a /odge, was, for the above 
_ reaſons, by antiquity, called a Hive of Free Maſons. 
And, for the ſame reaſons, when a diſſenſion happens 
in a lodge, the going off and forming another edge is to 
this day called 8WARMING. 

Our guardian is of opinion, that the preſent maſonry 
is ſo tarniſhed by the ignorance of the working, and 
ſome other illiterate ma/ons, that very many, even whole 
lodges, fall under the cenſure of the venerable Chineſe 
| | Ee 2 brachman 
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-  -Srachman, whoſe hiſtory of the riſe, progreſs, and de- 


_ cay of Free Maſonry, writ in the Chineſe tongue, is 


lately tranſlated into a certain European language. This 
Chineſe ſage ſays, the preateſt part of current maſons 


Judge of the myſteries and uſe of that facred art, juſt as 


2 man perfectly illiterate judges of an excellent book; 


zin which, when opened to him, he finds no other beau- 


ties than the regular uniformity in every page, the ex- 


actneſs of the lines in length, and equidiſtance, and 


blackneſs of the isl. and whiteneſs of the paper; or, as 


"the famous Britiſh Free Maſon MERLIN ſays of the ſtars 


in the firmament, when viewed by a child, c. But I 
ſhall not trouble you with the length of the quotation 


dat preſent, becauſe Merlin and Friar Bacon on Free Ma- 
Jorry are ſoon to be dreſſed up in modern Evugliſh, and 
_ fold by our printer Mr Faulkner, if duly encouraged by 


\ Jubſcribers ;' and alſo a key to Raymundus Lullius, with; 


= out whoſe help, our guardian ſays, it is impoſlible to 
come at the quinteſſence of Free Maſonry. 4 Nt 


But ſome will perhaps object, How come your unſworn 
guardian by this refined and uncommon knowledge in 
the great art? To which I anſwer, that | 

The branch of the lodge of Solomon's temple, 'after- 
wards talled T be lodge of St Fobn of Jeruſalem, on which 


dur guardian fortunately hit, is, as I can eaſily prove, 


the ancienteſt and pureſt now on earth; from whence 
came the famous old Scottiſh ge of Kilwinning, of 


Which all the kings of Scotland have been from time to 


time grand maſters, without interruption, down from 
the days of Fergus, who reigned there more than two 
thouſand years ago, long before the knights of St John 


of Jeruſalem, or the knights of Malta; to which two 


Jodges 1 muſt nevertheleſs allow the honour of having 
adorned the ancient Jewiſh and Pagan maſonry with 


x7 many i, a and Chriſtian rules. 


Fergus being eldeſt fon to the chief king of Ireland, 


was carefully inſtructed in all the arts and ſciences, eſpe- 


* 


— 


Thi cially in the natural magic, and the cabaliſtical philoſo- 


phy, (afterwards called the Roficrucians), by the Pagan 


Druids of Ireland and Mona, the only true cabalifts then 


extant in the areffern world. (For they had it imme- 
diately from the Phœnicians, Chaldeans, and Egyptians, 
| Hs 5 W 
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which I, though but a woman, can prove). The Egyp- 
tians probably had it immediately from Abraham, as the 
ſcripture plainly hints in the life of that patriarch ; and 
it is allowed, I am told, by men of learning, that the 
occult as well as moral philoſophy of all the Pagans was 
well beſpringled and enriched from the cabaliſtical ſchool 
of the patriarchs, and afterwards by the Talmudiſts and 
other inferior rabbins, though the prevailing idolatry of 
thoſe days much depraved and vitiated it. 

Fergus, before his deſcent upon the Picts in Scotland, 
raiſed that famous ſtructure, called to this day Carrick 
Fergus after his name, the moſt myſterious piece of ar- 
chitecture now on earth, (not excepting the pyramids 
of the Egyptian maſons, and their 4:erogh/yphics, or Free 
Maſons ſigns) ; as any ſkilful Free Maſon may eaſily per- 
ceive, by examining it according to the rules of the art. 
He built it as a /adge for his college of Free Maſons, in 
thoſe days called Draids; which word, our guardian aſ- 
ſures us, ſignifies an oat in the Greek language, becauſe 
oak is one of the beſt timber trees for building, of which 
(eſpecially the marine architecture) the Druids were the 
only maſters, though your modern term of maſon implies 
no more than a worker in ſtone ; erroneouſly enough in- 
deed, or at leaſt far ſhort of the true and ancient term 
of Druid; ſince the marine architecture, the moſt uſeful 
branch of the ſacred art, correſponds naturally and per- 
fectly with the word Druid, or worker in oak, and hath ' 
nothing at all to de with ſtones of any kind; till Jaſon, 
a famous Druid or Free Maſon, uſed the loaaſlone, when 
he went in queſt of the golden fleece, as it is called in the 
enigmatical terms of Free Maſonry, or, more properly 
ſpeaking, of the cabala, as maſonry was called in thoſe 
days. The uſe of the ladfione was then, and long after, 
kept as ſecret as any of the other myſteries of the art, 
till, by the unanimous conſent of all the great lodges, 
the uſe of it was made public, for the common benefit 
of | mankind. Jaſon's artificial frog had it fixed in his 
mouth ; and having a free ſwing in an oaken bowl, half 
filled with water, always faced the north pole; which 
| riſe to the poetical fable, that Jaſon's frog was a 
ttle familiar or ſea-demon preſiding over the navigation, 
like any other angel-guardian ; for Free Maſons in all 
Ee 3 ages, 
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ages, as well as now, have been looked upon to deal 


with ſpirits or demons. And hence came that imputation 
which they have in many nations lain under, of being 
conjurers, or \magicians ; witneſs Merlin and Friar Bacon. 

It is perhaps further worth remarking, that Jaſon 


took one of the two ſacred vocal oaks of the prove of 


Dodona to make the keel of the Arges, for fo his ſhip 


was called; myſteriouſly joining together architecture or 


maſonry, and the Druidical prieſthood, or power of ex- 
plaining the oracles. For our guardian will have. it fo, 


that the Pagan prieſthood was always in the Druids or 


maſons, and that there was a perceivable glimmering of 
the Jewifh rites in it, though much corrupted, as I ſaid ; 
that the Pagan worſhip was chiefly in groves of oat; 


that they always looked upon the oat as ſacred to Ju- 


piter ; which notion is countenanced (making allow- 


ance for the Paganiſm) by the patriarchs; for you ſee 
jn Genefts, that Abraham ſacrificed under the oaks of 


Mamre. 2 indeed took a great ſtone, and put it 
vp under the oat, emblematically joining the two great 


__ elements of mah to raiſe an alter for the LORD. 


Our guardian alſo fays, that Cæſar's deſcription of 
the Draids of Gaul, is as exact a picture of a lage of Fres 
Maſons as can poſſibly be drawn. | 
lis reaſons for the Maxaboleth are the better worth 
diſcovering, for that I believe there are even ſome ma- 
fons who know nothing of it, viz. That it hath been an 
ancient practice among the cabaliſfic philoſophers, to make 


every Hebrew letter a bieroghyphic, myſterious: in its fi- 


gure above all other letters, as being thus ſhaped and 
formed by the immediate directions of the Almighty, 
whereas all other LETTERS are of human invention. 

Secondly, That the Manabo/eth has a very cloſe and 


| unconſtrained analogy with maſonry, or architecture; for 


that every letter of the Hebrew. alphabet, as alfo of the 


| Syriac, Chaldaic, and Iriſh alphabets, derived from it, 


have their names from timber-trees, except ſome few who 
have their names from /ozes; and I think it is pretty 
plain, that timber and fone are as much the elements of 


maſenry, as the alphabet is of books; which is a near 
relation enough between architefure and learning of all 
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their title from a tree, kept /carning and arcbitecture 
jointly within themſelves. 

Next week ſhall be publiſhed the Free Maſons oath, 
with the remarks upon it of a young clergyman, who 
has petitioned to be admitted chaplain to our lodge, which 
is to be kept at Mrs Prater's female coffechoule, every 
Tueſday, from nine in the morning to twelve, and the 
tenth day of every month in the year ; where all ladies 
of true hearts, and ſound morals, ſhall be admitted with- 
out ſwearing. | | 

I think it proper to inſert the Free Maſons SONG, 
commonly ſung at their meetings ; though, by the by, 
it is of as little ſignification as the reſt of their ſecrets. 
It was writ by one Anderſon, as our guardian informs 
me, jult to put a good gloſs on the myſtery, as you may 
ſee by the words. * 


EFF 
| | I. 
me let us prepare 
| We brothers that are 
Aſſembled on merry occaſion ; 
Let's drink, laugh, and fing, 
Our wine has a ſpring ; 
Here's a health to an accepted MASON. 
| II. 
The world is in pain 
Our ſecrets to gain, 
And till let them wonder and gaze on; 
They ne'er can divine 
The word or the fign 
Of a free and an accepted MASON, 
III. 
*Tis this, and 'tis that, 
| They cannot tell what, 
Why fo many great men of the nation 
Should aprons put on, 
To make themſelves one 
With a free and an accepted MASON, 


A LETTER. 


Great kinps, dukes, and lords, 
I - Have laid by their ſwords 
E - ; Our myſt'ry to put a good grace on, 
= And ne'er been aſham'd  - 


4 


To hear themſelves nam'd : 
Wich! a res and an accepted MASON. 
F> Antiquity's pride 
We have on our fide, _ 
And it maketh men juſt in their ſtation ; 
Ĩbere's nought but what's good 
To be underſtood 
By a free and an accepted MASON. ba 
| VI. | 
Then join hand in hand, 
To each other firm ſtand; 
Let's be merry and put a bright face on. 
What mortal can boaſt 
So noble a toaſt, x 
At a free and an accepted MASON 4 


— 


"rs 


n. 
1 Mr FAULKNER, 


Our ledge unavimouſly deſire you will give their fin- 


cere reſpects to your ingexious DRAPER, to whoſe pen 
we, as well as the reſt of the nation, own ourſelves ob- 


liged. If he be not already a Free Maſon, he hall be 
welcome to be our deputy- guardian. 


7 our bumble fervant, 


TRHALESTRIS. 


5 Thif abt Tjugua Nilbud. 
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: The LAST Wi I IL of Dr SwWIr 1, Dean of St | 
Patrick's in Dublin“ 2 


N the name of God, Amen. I Ion ATHAN Swirr, 
Doctor in Divinity, and Dean of the cathedral 
chuich of St Patrick, Dublin, being at this preſent of 
ſound mind, although weak in body, do here make my laſt 
will and teſtament, hereby revocking all my former wills. 
Imprimis, I bequeath my foul to God, (in humble 
hopes of this mercy through Jeſus Chriſt), and my body 
to the earth. And I deſire, that my body my be bu- 
ried in the great iſle of the ſaid cathedral, on the ſouth 
ſide, under the pillar next to the monument of Primate 
Narciſſus Marſh +, three days after my deceaſe, as pri- 
vately as poſſible, and at twelve o'clock at night; and 
that a black marble of feet ſquare, and ſeven 
feet from the ground, fixed to the wall, may be erected, 
with the following inſcription in large letters, deeply 
cut, and ſtrongly gilded 4. | 


; | 1 

* Swift's will, like all his other writings, is drawn up in his on 

uliar manner. Even in fo ſerious a compoſition he cannot help 
indulging himſelf, in leaving legacies that carry with them an air of 
raillery and jeſt. He diſpoſes of his three hats (his beſt, his ſecond 
beſt, and his third beſt beaver) with an ironical ſolemnity, that ren» | 
ders the bequeſts ridiculous. He bequeaths © to Mr John Grattan a 
« ſilver box,” &c. [below, p. 339.]. But his legacy to Mr. Robert 
Grattan is ſtill more extraordinary. * Ttem, I bequeath to the 
Reverend Mr Robert Grattan,” Cc. [below, p. 339 ] Theſe are 
ſo many laſt impreſſions of his turn, and way of thinking: and I dare 
ſay, the perſons thus diſtivguiſhed, look upon theſe inſtances, as affec- 
tionate memorials of his friendſhip, and as tokens of the jocoſe man- 
ner in which he had treated them during his lifetime. Orrery. 


a See his character, above, p. 314. 


His monumental inſeription, written by bimſelf, may confirm to 
ws the obſervation which I formerly made ſin vol. vi. p. 5.], that 
was not an elegant writer of Latin. An harſher epitaph has ſe 
dom been compoſed: It is ſcarce intelligible ; and if intelligible, is a 
ed how difficult a taſk it is, even for the greateſt genius, to draw 
is own character, or to repreſent himſelf and his actions in a proper 
manger to poſterity. Orrery, 


Hic 


_ fed), for the following uſes and purpoſes : that is to ſay, 
veniently may be after my death, ſhall turn it all into 


Ireland, except Connaught, but as near to the city of 


c 
G * f 
# 9 


\ 


2 THE LAST WILL © 


. 
Hic peposSITVM EST CoRrevs 
JONATHAN SWIFT,S. T. P. 
Hvivs ECCLESIAE CATHEDRALIS DECANI, 
VBI SAEVA INDIGNATIO 
VLTERIVS COR LACERARE NEQVIT. 
ABI, VIATOR, 

SE ET IMuITARE, SI POTERIS, 
STRENVVM PRO VIRILLI LIBERTAT1S VINDICEM. 
Oz11T anno[MDCCXLV.] 

- Mensts [Ocrtosx1s] Dis [19] 
AETATIS ANNO [LXXVI11.] 


Tim, 1 give and bequeath tomy executors all my world- 
Ly ſubſtance, of what nature or kind ſoever, (excepting 
uch part thereof as is herein after a e devi · 


to the intent that they, or the ſurvivors or ſurvivor of 
them, his executors, or adminiftrators, as ſoon as con - 


ready money, and lay out the ſame in purchaſing lands 
of inheritance in fee ſimple, ſituate in any province of 


Dublin as conveniently can be found, and not incum- 
bered with, or ſubje& to any leaſes for lives renewable, 
or any terms for years longer than thirty-one. And 
I defire, that a yearly annuity of twenty pounds Ster- 
ling, out of the annual profits of ſuch lands, when 
purchaſed, and out of the yearly income of my ſaid fortune 
deviſed to my executors as aforeſaid, until ſuch purchaſe 
ſhall be made, ſhall be paid to Rebecca Dingley of 
the city of Dublin, ſpinſter, during her life, by two 
equal half-yearly payments, on the teaſts of All ſaints, 
and St Philip and St Jacob; the firſt payment to be 
made on ſuch of the ſaid feaſts as ſhall happen next after 


my death. And that the reſidue of the yearly pro- 
fits of the ſaid lands, when purchaſed, and, until ſuch 
- purchaſe be made, the reſidue of the yearly income and 


intereſt of my ſaid fortune, deviſed as aforeſaid to my 
executors, _ ſhall be laid out in purchaſing a piece of 


land, fituate near Dr Steven's hoſpital, or, if it cannot 


. be 
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be there had, ſomewhere in or near the city of Dublin, 
large enough for the purpoſes herein after mentioned, 
and in building thereon an hoſpital large enough for the 
reception of as many idiots and lunatics as the annual 
income of the ſaid lands and worldly ſubſtance ſhall be 
ſufficient to maintain. And I deſire, that the ſaid ho- 
ſpital may be called ST PaTricx's HosriTaL, and 
may be built in ſuch a manner, that another building 
may be added unto it, in caſe the endowment thereof 
ſhould be enlarged ; ſo that the additional building may 
make the whole edifice regular and complete. And my 
further will and deſire is, that, when the ſaid hoſpital 
ſhall be built, the whole yearly income of the ſaid lands 
and eſtate ſhall, for ever after, be laid out in providing 
victuals, cloathing, medicines, attendance, and all other 
neceſſaries for ſuch idiots and lunatics as ſhall be received 
into the ſame ; and in repairing and enlarging the build- 
ing from time to time, as there may be occaſion. And, 
if a ſufficient number of idiots and lunatics cannot rea- 
dily be found, I deſire that incurables may be taken in- 
to the ſaid hoſpital to ſupply ſuch deficiency ; but that 
no perſon ſhall be admitted into it, that labours under 
any infectious diſeaſe : and that all ſuch idiots, lunatics, 
and incurables, as ſhall be received into the ſaid hoſpi- 
tal, ſhall conſtantly live and reſide therein, as well in 
the night as in the day; and that the ſalaries of agents, 
receivers, officers, ſervants, and attendants, to be em- 
ployed in the buſineſs of the faid hoſpital, ſhall not in 
the whole exceed one fifth part of the clear yearly in- 
come or revenue thereof. And I further defire, that 
my executors, the ſervivors or ſervivor of them, or the 
heirs of ſuch, ſhall not have power to demiſe any part. 
of the ſaid lands ſo to be purchaſed as aforeſaid, but 
with conſent of the Lord Primate, the Lord High Chan + 
cellor, the lord Archbiſhop of Dublin, the Dean of 
Chriſt-church, the Dean of St Patrick's, the phyſician. 
to the ſtate, and the ſurgeon-pgeneral, all for the time 
being, or the greater part of them, under their hands, 
in writing; and that no leaſes of any part of the ſaid. 
lands ſhall ever be made, other than leaſes for years not. 
exceeding thirty-one, in poſſeſſion, and not in reverſion 
or remainder, and not diſpuniſhable of waſte, * 


— 8 : 
* 


— 
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ſhall be reſerved the beſt and moſt improved rents that 
can reaſonably and moderately, without racking the 
- tenants, be gotten for the ſame, without fine. Provi- 
ded always, and it is my will and earneſt deſire, that 
no leaſe of any part of the ſaid lands, ſo to be purchaſed 
as aforeſaid, ſhall ever be made to, or in truſt for any 
perſon any way concerned in the execution of this truſt, 
or to, or in truſt for any perſon any way related or al- 
lied, either by conſanguinity or affinity, to any of the 
perſons who ſhall at that time be concerned in the exe 
cution of this truſt; and that if any leaſes ſhall happen 
to be made contrary to my intention above expreſſed, 
the ſame ſhall be utterly void and of no effect. And I 
further deſire, until the charter herein after mentioned 
be obtained, my executors, or the ſurvivors or ſurvivor 
of them, his heirs, executors, or adminiſtrators, ſhall 
not act in the execution of this truſt, but with the con - 
ſent and approbation of the ſaid ſeven additional tru- 
ſtees, or the preater part of them, under their hands in 
writing ; and ſhall, with ſuch confent and approbation 
as aforeſaid, have power, from time to time, to make 
rules, orders, and regulations, for the government and 
direction of the ſaid hoſpital. And I make it my requeſt 
to my ſaid executors, that they may, in convenient time, 
apply to his Majeſty for a charter to incorporate them, 
or ſuch of them as ſhall be then living, and the ſaid ad- 
ditional truſtees, for the better management and con- 
duct of this charity, with a power to purchaſe lands; 
and to ſupply by election ſuch vacancies happening in the 
. corporation as ſhall not be ſupplied by ſucceſſion; and 
ſuch other powers as may be thought expedient for the 
due execution of this truſt, according to my intention 
herein before expreſſed. And when ſuch charter ſhall 
be obtained, I deſire, that my executors, or the ſurvi- 
vors or ſurvivor of them, or the heirs of ſuch ſurvivor, 
may convey to the uſe of ſuch corporation in fee ſimple, 
for the purpoſes aforeſaid, all ſuch lands and tenements 
as ſhall be purchaſed in manner above mentioned. Pro- 
vided always, and it is my will and intention, that my 
executors, until the ſaid charter, and afterwards the 
corporation to be hereby incorporated, ſhall, out of 

the yearly profits of the ſaid lands, when purchaſed, 

Es | . | and 
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and out of the yearly income of my ſaid fortune, deviſed 


| to my executors as aforeſaid, until ſuch purchaſe be made, 
| have power to reimburſe themſelves for all ſuch ſums of 


their own money as they ſhall neceſſarily expend in the 
execution of this truſt ; and that, until the ſaid char- 


ter be obtained, all acts which ſhall at any time be 
done, in execution of this truſt, by the greater part of - 


my executors then living, with the conſent of the greater 


part cf the faid additional truſtees, under their hands in 


writing, ſhall be as valid and effectual, as if all my exe - 
cutors had concurred in the ſame. 
Item, Whereas I purchaſed the inheritance of the 


_ tithes of the pariſh of Effernock near Trin, in the coun- 


ty of Meath, for two hundred and fixty pounds Sterling, 
I bequeath the faid tithes to the vicars of Laracor for 
the time being; that is to ſay, fo long as the preſent 
Epiſcopal religion ſhall continue to be the national eſta- 
bliſhed faith and profeſſion in this kingdom; but, when- 
ever any other form of Chriflian religion ſhall become 
the eſtabliſhed faith in this kingdom, I leave the ſaid 
tithes of Effernock to be beſtowed, as the profits come 
in, to the poor of the ſaid pariſh of Laracor, by a week- 


ly proportion, and by ſuch officers as may then have 


the power of diſtributing charities to the poor of the 
aid pariſh, while Chriſtianity, under any ſhape, ſhall be 
tolerated among us, ſtill excepting profeſſed Jeus, 
Atheiſts, and Infidels. : 

Item, Whereas I have ſome leaſes of certain houſes in 
Kevin's-ſtreet, near the deanery-houle, built upon the 
Dean's ground, and one other houſe now inhabited b 
Henry Land“, in Deanery-lane, alias Mitre-alley, ſome 


of which leaſes are let for forty one years, or forty at 


leaſt, and not yet half expired, I bequeath to Mrs Mar- 
tha Whiteway my leaſe or leaſes of the ſuid houſes. I 


alſo bequeath to the ſaid Martha, my leaſe of forty years 


of Goodman's holding, for which TI receive ten pounds 
per annum: which are two houſes, or more, lately built. 
I bequeath-alſo to the ſaid Martha, the ſum of three 
hundred pounds Sterling, to be paid her by my executors 
out of my ready money, or bank-bills, immediately af- 


® Sexton of St Patrick's cathedral. 
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K 


BREATHE LAST WILL : 
der my death, as ſoon as the executors meet. I leave, 
moreover to the ſaid Martha, my repeating gold watch, S 
my yellow tortoiſe-ſhell ſnuff-box, and her choice of 
four gold rings, out of ſeven which I now poſſeſs. 
dem, Tbequeath to Mrs Mary Swift, alias Harriſon, 
- dauphter of the ſaid Martha, my plain gold watch made 
—by Quare ; to whom alſo I give my Japan writing-deſk, 
. beſtowed to me by my Lady Worſely, my ſquare tor- 
- toiſe-ſhell ſauff-box, richly lined and inlaid with gold, 
given to me by the Right Honourable Henrietta now 
- Counteſs of Oxford, and the ſeal with a Pegaſus, given 
to me by the Counteſs of Granville. | 
Tem, I bequeath to Mr Ffolliot Whiteway, eldeſt 
"> fon of the aforeſaid Martha, who is bred to be an at- 
- torney, the ſum of ſixty pounds, as alſo five pounds to 
be laid out in the purchaſe of ſuch law-books, as the 
- Honourable Mr Juſtice Lindſay, Mr Stannard“, or Mr 
M'Aulay , ſhall judge proper for him. ns HR 
Lem, I bequeath to Mr John Whiteway, youngeſt 
fon of the ſaid Martha, who is to be brought up a ſur- 
geon, the ſum of one hundred pounds, in order to qua- 
Hy him for a ſurgeon, but under the direction of his 
= mother ; which faid ſum of one hundred pounds is to be 
paid to Mrs Whiteway, in behalf of her ſaid ſon John, 
out of the arrears which ſhall be due to me from my 
church-livings, (except thoſe of the deanery-tithes, which 
are now let to the Reverend Dr Wilſon), as ſoon as the 
faid arrears can be paid to my executors, Lalſo leave 
the ſaid Fohn five pounds, to be laid out in buying ſuch 
hyfical and chirurgical books as Dr Grattan, and Mr 
Nichols 4, hall think fit for bim. / „ 
„em, I bequeath to Mrs Anne Ridgeway ||, now in 
my family, the profits of the leaſe of the two houſes let 
to john Cownly, for forty years, of which only eight 
or nine are expired, for which the ſaid Cownly payeth 


> _ * Eaton Stannat d, Eſq; Recorder of the city of Dublin. See con- 
1 ſiderations concerning the choice of a Recorder, in vol: 3. p. 337. 
I Al-xander M'Aulay, Efq; counſellor at law, and made judge of 
= the confiftorial court. Nov. 1745. | | - 
| d + John Nichols, Eſq; ſurgeon genera], : 
| Daughter to Mrs Brent, and who, for many years, had been his 


feiphſy! domeſtic friend, 
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me nine pounds Sterling for rent yearly. I alſo bequeath 
to the ſaid Anne, the ſum of one hundred pounds Ster- 
ling, to be paid her by my executors in ſix weeks after 
my deceaſe, out of whatever money or bank-bills I may 
poſſeſs when I die; as alſo three gold rings, the remain» 
der of the ſeven above mentioned, after Mrs Whiteway 
© hath made her choice of four; and all my ſmall pieces 
of plate, not exceeding in weight one ounce and one 
third part of an ounce. DES 
liem, I bequeath to my deareſt friend Alexander Pope 
of Twittenham, Eſq; * my picture in miniature, drawn 
by Zinck, of Robert late Earl of Oxford. — 

Jtem, I leave to Edward, now Earl of Oxford, my 
ſeal of Julius Cæſar, as alſo another ſeal, ſuppoſed to be 
a young Hercules, both very choice antiques, and ſet 
in gold; both which I chule to beſtow to the ſaid Earl, 
becauſe they belonged to her late moſt excelfent Ma- 
jeſty Queen Anne, of ever glorious, immortal, and truly 
pious memory, the real nurſing mother of all her king- 
doms, | 

liem, I leave to the Reverend Mr James Stopford, 
Vicar of Finglaſs, my picture of King Charles I. drawn 
by Vandike, which was given to me by the faid Jimes ; - 
as alſo my large picture of birds, which was given to me 
by Thomas Earl of Pembroke. | | 

Item, I bequeath to the Reverend Mr Robert Grattan, 

- Prebendary of St Audeon's, my gold bottle-fcrew,which 1 
he gave me, and my ſtrong box, on condition of his gi- 
ving the ſole uſe of the faid box to his brother Dr James 
Grattan, during the life of the f1id Doctor, who hath 
more occaſion for it, and the ſecond beſt beaver hat 1 
ſhall die poſſeſſed of. | 2 

tem, I bequeath to Mr John Grattan, Prebendary of 
Clonmethan, my filver box, in which the freedom of 
the city of Cork was preſented to me; in which 1 de- 
lire the faid Jobn to keep the tobacco he uſually chews * 
eth, called pigtail. | 8 

Item, I bequeath all my horſes and mares to the Reve- 
rend Mr John Jackſon, Vicar of Santry, together with 


— — — 


— — — 


Mr Pope did not. live to receive his legacy, having died May 30. 
1744. | 


F. f 2 all 


* 


£28 


* 
> 


THEE LAST WILL © 


all my borſe-furgiture ; lamenting that I had not cre- 


dit enough with any chief governor (ſince the change of 
— times) to get ſome additional church-preferment for ſo 


-— virtuous and worthy a gentleman. I alſo leave bim * 


third beſt beaver hat. 


LY 


Hem, I bequeath to the Reverend Dr Francis Wilſon, 


the works of Plato in three folio volumes, the Earl of 


Clarendon's hiſtory in three folio volumes, and my beſt 
Bible; together with thirteen ſmall Perſian pictures in 
the drawing room, and the ſmall ſilver tankard given to 
me by the contribution of ſome friends whoſe names are 


engraved at the bottom of the ſaid tankard. 


lem, I bequeath to the Earl of Orrery-* the ena - 
melled blver plates to diſtinguiſh bottles of wine by, gi- 


dien to me by his excellent Lady, and the half-length 
Pee of the late Counteſs of Orkney in the drawing- 


— 


gold box in which the freedom of the city 


room. | A 

en, I bequeath to Alexander M'Aulay, Eſq; the 
of Dublin 
was preſented to me, as a teſtimony of the eſteem and 
Jove 1 have for him, on account of his great learning, 
ne natural parts, unaffected piety, and benevolence, and 


his truly honourable zeal in defence of the legal rights 


the clergy, in oppoſition to all their unprovoked op- 


preſſors. 


Um, 1 bequeath to Deane Swift, Eſq; + my large 


hier ftandiſh, conſiſting of a large filver-plate, an ink- 
pot, a fand box, and a bell of the ſame metal. 
en, 1 bequeath to Mis Mary Barber, the medal of 
Queen Anne and Prince George, which ſhe formerly 
ave me. 54; 5 | | 
* Mem, I leave to the Reverend Mr John Worral | my 
beſt beaver hat. . 8 
| Item, 


* Author of the Remarks on the life and writings of Dr Swift 


__ - publiſhed ia 1752. 


+ Author of the Eſſay on the life, writings, and charafer of D. 


; Swift, publiſhed in 1755. 


— 


i Vicar to the Dean of Chriſt- church, and maſter of both choirs. 
He was a foundling, for which reaſon Swift uſed to call him Melebi- 
ſedek. Though he was not a man of an improved underſtanding, nor 


2 wan of humour, yet he was a good walker, ever in the way, and 
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lany “ my medal. of Queen Anne in ſilver, and on the 
reverſe the biſhops of England kneeling before her Moſt 
Sacred Majeſty. a 3 
ltem, 1 bequeath to the Reverend Mr James King, 
Prebendary of Tipper, my large guilded medal of King 
Charles I. and on the reverſe a crown of martyrdom, 
with other devices. My will nevertheleſs is, that, if 


any of the above-named legatees ſhould die before me, 


that then, and in that caſe, the reſpective legacies to 
them bequeathed ſhall revert to myſelf, and become a- 
gain ſubject to my diſpoſal.  - | 


| OF DEAN SWIFT: - 34% 
Item, 1 bequeath to the Reverend Dr Patrick De- 


Item, Whereas I have the leaſe of a field in truſt for 


me, commonly called the wineyard, let to the Reverend 
Dr Francis Corbet, and the truſt declared by the faid 
Doctor; the ſaid field, with ſome land on this fide of 
the road, making in all about three acres, for which I 


pay yearly to the dean and chapter of St patrick | 


Whereas I have built a ſtrong wall round the faid s 


piece of ground, eight or nine feet high, faced to the 
ſouth aſpect with brick, which coſt me above fix hun- 


dred pounds Sterling; and likewiſe another piece of 


always at the command of Dr Swift. His wife, a neat, clean looking 
woman in her dreſs, underſtood the buſineſs of marketing perfect y 
well; had ſtudied what the Dean liked; and if the markets afforded 
any thing nice, when the Dean's ſtomach, as years came on, began 
to be in ſome meaſure weak and capricious, ſhe conſtantly bought it 
for him, and ſent it home to the deanery. From a principle of wif 
dom, taking the world as he found it, no man ever ſtudied more than 
Swift did, to reduce every man's talents to his own particular gratifi- 

cation. He could feaſt upon the delicacies of wit and learning, when 
they happened to fall in his way; and at other times be content 
with plain common entertainment, Ile could laugh, and. drink a 
bottle with Sheridan over night ; and the next morning walk into the 
fields, and prattle to Worral. Perhaps there never was a man equally 
deſirous with Dr Swift, to have a companion always at his beck, of 
ſome fort or other; and, without diſpute, throyghont all Dublin be 
could not have fixed upon another fo cxactly calculated to receive his 
commands, and eſpecially to attend him in his morning exerciſe, as 
Mr Worral. 
of money; 500 l. of which his execntors appropriated to the Doctor's 
hoſpital, and 5co 1. each to two other elf tal ' Swift. 


The fame to whom the Dean addreſſes ſeveral copies of verſes, 


in vol. 6. and of whom he 
148. 


1 SIREN 


gives an excclient charaQer in vol. 8 p. 


ground, 


He died ſome time after the Dean, worth a good deal 
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ground, as aforeſaid, of half an acre, adjoining to the 
-———burial-place, called the Cabbage garden, now tenanted 
by William White, gardener ; my will is, that the ground 
incloſed by the great wall may be ſold for the remainder 
= of the leaſe, at the higheſt price my executors can get 
for it, in belief and hopes, that the ſaid price will ex- 
= ceed three hundred pounds at the loweſt value. For 
which my ſucceſſor in the deanery ſhall have the firſt re- 
fulal; and it is my earneſt deſire, that the ſucceeding 
deans and chapters may preſerve the ſaid wineyard, and 
Piece of land adjoining, where the ſaid White now li- 
veth, fo as to be always in the hands of the ſucceeding 
© deans, during their office, by each dean leſſening one 
fourth of the purchaſe-money to each ſucceeding dean, 
= and for no more than the preſent rent. | 

end appoint the Honourable Robert Lindſay “, one 
„ judpes of the court of common pleas; Henry 
Sumpteton, Eſq; Prime Serjeant to his Majeſty ; the Re- 
= - - verend Dr Patrick Delany, Chancellor of St Patrick's; 
; > the Reverend Dr Francis Wilſon, Prebendary of Kil- 
macktolway; Eaton Stznnard, Eſq; Recorder of the 
eity of Dublin; the Reverend Mr Robert Grattan, Pre- 
— bendary of St Audeon's ; the Reverend Mr John Grat- 
tan, Prebendary of Clonmethan ; the Reverend Mr 
James Stopford, Vicar of Finglaſs, the Reverend Mr 
| 2 King, Prebendary of Tipper; and Alexander 

Aulay, Eſq; my executors. | | 
In witnels whereof, I have hereunto ſet my hand and 
ſeal, and publiſhed and declared this as my laſt will and 

- teſtament, this third day of May, 1740. 
- | JONATHAN SWIFT. 


"Signed, fealed, and publibed by the above: 
named Fonat han Swift, in the preſence of us 
ub bave ſubſcribed our names in his preſence, 


» 


* 
* . 


Jo. WyYNNE. 0 
Jo. Rocarort. 
WiILLIam DuxkIX. 


ERS See a poem wrote by this * intitled, A dialogue between 
a lawyzr ond Dr Swift, in vol. 7. p. 67. e 1 
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Two LEZTTERS to the Earl of Ox RERx, deſeri- 
bing the malancholy ſituation of Dr SWI T's 
health and underſtanding» 


I. Mrs MaRTHA WuriTEwWaY's *® LETTER. 


My Lord, — Dublin, Nov. 22. 1742. 


5 f Mt ealy manner in which you reproach me for 


not acquainting you with the poor Dean's ſitua- 
tion, lays a freſh obligation upon me; yet mean as an 
excuſe is for a fault, I ſhall attempt one to your Lord- 
ſhip ; and only for this reaſon, that you may not think 
me capable of neglecting any thing you could command 
me. I told you in my laſt letter, the Dean's under- 
ſtanding was quite gone, and I feared the farther parti- 
culars would only ſhock the. tenderneſs of your nature, 


and the melancholy ſcene make your heart ach, as it 


has often done mine. I was the laſt perfon whom he 
knew ; and when that part of his memory failed, he 
was ſo outrageous at ſeeing any body, that I was forced 
to leave him, nor could he reſt for a night or two after 
ſeeing any perſon ; ſo that all the attendance which I 
could pay him was, calling twice a-week to inquire af-/ 
ter his health, and to obſerve that proper care was ta-' 
ken of him, and durſt only look at him while his back 
was towards me, fearing to diſcompoſe him. He walk- 
ed ten hours a-day, would not eat or drink if his ſervant 
ſtaid in the room. His meat was ſerved up ready cut, 
and ſometimes it would lie an hour on the table before 
he would touch it, and then eat it walking. About 
ſix weeks ago, in one night's time, his left eye ſwelled 
as large as an egg, and the lid Mr Nichols (his ſur- 
geon) thought would mortify, and many large boils ap- 
peared upon his arms and body, The torture he was in, 


is not to be deſcribed. Five perſons could ſcarce hold 


him for a week, from tearing out his own eyes ; and, 


* The lady mentioned in ſeveral of Swift's letters, and in bis will 


; in this yolume . 
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for near a month, he did not ſleep two hours in twenty- 
= four : yet a moderate appetite continued; and, what is f 
more to be wondered at, the laſt day of his illneſs he 
knew me perfectly well, took me by the hand, called 
g me by my name, and ſhewed the ſame pleaſure as uſual 
in ſeeing me. I aſked him, if he would give me a din- 
| ner! He ſaid, to be ſure, my old friend. Thus he con- 
tinued that day, and knew the doctor and ſurgeon, and 
all his family ſo well, that Mr Nichols thought it 
— poſſible he might return to a ſhare of underſtanding, fo 
as to be able to call for what he wanted, and to bear 
ſome of his old friends to amuſe him. But, alas! this 
pleaſure to me was but of ſhort duration ; for the next 
day or two it was all over, and proved to be only pain 
that had rouſed him. He is now free from torture; 
bis eye almoſt well; very quiet, and begins to ſleep ; but 
- cannot, without great difficulty, be prevailed on to 
I walk a turn about his room; and yet, in this way, the 
phy ſicians think he may hold out for ſome time. I am, 
my Lord, „„ 


Your Lordſbip's moſt obedient, ; 
. bumble ſervant, | 
I ö WIT EZwAr. 


— L £ 


| What a ſhocking, what a melancholy account is this.! 
of how ſmall eſtimation muſt the greateſt genius appear 
in the ſight of God! | 


„II. Mr DEAN E SwirTt's LETTER. 


Mr LorD, Et Dublin, April 4. 1744. 
5 S to the ſtory of O poor ald man! I inquired into 
it. The Dean did ſay ſomething upon his ſeeing 
himſelf in the glaſs; but neither Mrs Ridgeway, nor 
the lower ſervants, could tell me what it was he ſaid. 
I deſired them to recollect it, by the time when I ſhould 
come again to the deanery. 1 have been there ſince, 


Author of the Eſſey on the life, charaffer, &c, of Dr Swiſt. 
| 1 77 PS, they 
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they cannot recollect it. A thouſand ſtories have been 
invented of him within theſe two years, and impoſed 
upon the world. 1 thought this might have been one 
of them : and yet I am now inclined to think there may 
be ſome truth in it : for,, on Sunday the 17th of March, 
as he ſat in his chair, upon the houſekeeper's moving a 
knife from him as he was going to catch at it, he ſhrug- 
ged his ſhoulders, and, rocking himſelf, faid, J a what 
am, I am what I am: and, about fix minutes after- 
- wards, repeated the ſame words two or three times over. 

His ſervant ſhaves his cheeks, and all his face as low 
as the tip of his chin, once a-week : but under the chin, 
and about the throat, when the hair grows long, it is 
cut with ſciſſars. | 

Sometimes he will not utter a ſyllable ; at other times 
he will fpeak incoherent words ; but he never yet, as 
far as I could hear, talked nonſenſe, or ſaid a fooliſh 
thing, | 

About four months ago he gave me great trouble : 
he ſeemed to have a mind to talk to me. In order to 
try what he would ſay, I told him, I came to dine with 
him; and immediately his houſekeeper, Mrs Ridgeway, 


faid, © Won't you give Mr Swift a glaſs of wine, Sir?” 


He ſhrugged his ſhoulders, juſt as he uſed to do when he 
had a mind that a friend ſhould ſpend the evening with 
him. Shrugging his ſhoulders, your Lordſhip may re- 
member, was as much as to ſay, © You'll ruin me in 
„% wine.” I own 1 was ſcarce able to bear the ſight. 
Soon after, he again endeavoured, with a good deal of 
pain, to find words to ſpeak to me : at laſt, not being 
able, after many efforts, he gave a heavy ſigh, and, I 


think, was afterwards ſilent. This puts me in mind of 


what he ſaid about five days ago. He endeavoured ſe- 
veral times to ſpeak to his ſervant, (now aud then he 
calls him by his name) : at laſt, not finding words to ex- 
preſs what ke would be at, after fome uneaſineſs, he 
ſaid, I am a fool.” Not long ago, the ſervant took 
up his watch that lay upon the table to ſee what o'clock 
it was; he ſaid, Bring it here;” and when it was 
brought, he looked very attentively at it. Some time 
ago, the ſervant was breaking a large ſtubborn coal; he 
ſaid, © That's a ſtone, you blockhead.“. 


In 


* 
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derſtanding became entirely confuſed, and the violence 


. 


In a few days, or ſome very ſhort time, after guar- 
dians had been appointed for him, I went into his di- 
ning - room, where he was walking ; I ſaid ſomething to 


him very inſignificant, I know not what; but, inſtead 
of making any kind of anſwer to it, he ſaid, “ Go, 
© go,“ pointing with his hand to the door; and imme- 


diately afterwards, raiſing his hand to his head, he ſaid, 
My beſt underſtanding; **. and fo broke off abruptly, 
and walked away. I am, my Lord, ; 


Nu Lordſbip's moſt obedient, 
| a mol bumble ſervant, 
{| Dzans Swirr. 


An account of the ſituation of Dr S wir r's health + 
and mind, from 1739 to his death, at the lat- 


ter end of October 1745; with a Diss EATA- 
TION on Luxacy and Ipioris M. 


By the Earl of ORRERx. 


— 


7, T*HE total deprivation of Dr Swift's ſenſes came 


upon him by degrees. In the year 1736, I re- 
member him ſeized with a violent fit of giddinels. He 


Was at that time writing a ſatirical poem, called The le- 


gion club; but he found the effects of his piddinefi ſo 
dreadful, that he left the poem unfiniſhed ; and never 
afterwards attempted a compoſition of any length either 
in verſe or proſe. However, his converſation ſtill re - 
mained the ſame, lively and ſevere; but his memory 


gradually grew worſe and worſe ; and as that decreaſed 
and was impaired, he appeared every day more fretful 
and impatient. From the year 1739 to the latter end 
of 1741, his friends found his paſſions ſo violent and un- 


governable, his memory ſo decayed, and his reaſon fo 


but, early in the year 1742, the ſmall remains of his un- 


of 


[ 
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_ depraved, that they took the utmoſt precautions to keep 
all ſtrangers from approaching him ; for, till then, he 
had not appeared totally incapable of converſation : 
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of his rape increaſed abſolutely to a degree of madneſs. 
In this miſerable ſtate, he ſeemed to be appointed as the 
firſt proper inhabitant for his own hoſpital : eſpecially, 
as from an outragious lunatic, he ſunk afterwards into 
a quiet, ſpeechleſs idiot; and dragged out the remain- 
der of his life in that helpleſs ſituation. He died to- 
wards the latter end of October 1745. The manner 
of his death was eaſy, without the leaſt pang or con- 
vulſion. Even the rattling in his throat was ſcarce ſuf- 
ficient to give any alarm to his attendants, till within 
ſome very little time before he expired. A man in full 
poſſeſſion of his reaſon would have wiſhed for ſuch a kind 
of diſſolution; but Swift was totally inſenſible of hap- 
pineſs or pain. He bad not even the power or expreſ- 
fion of a child ; appearing, for ſome years before his 
death, reſerved only as an example to mortify human 
pride, and to reverſe that fine deſcription of human 
nature, wbich is. given us by Shakeſpear in an inimitable 
manner. What a piece of work is man! how noble 
in reaſon ! how infinite in faculty! in form and mo- 
« ving, how expreſs and admirable! in action, how 
et like an angel! in apprehenſion, how like a god! the 
% beauty of the world, the paragon of animals.” Thus 
poets. paint; but how vain and periſhable is the pice 
ture ? The ſmalleſt thunderbolt from heaven blaſts it in 
a moment, and every tint is ſo effectually obliterated, 
that ſcarce the outlines of the figure remain. 

Swift certainly foreſaw his fate. His frequent at - 
tacks of giddineſs, and his manifeſt defect of memory, 
gave room for ſuch apprehenſions. I have often heard 
him lament the ſtate of childhood and idiotiſm, to which 
ſome of the greateſt men of this nation were reduced be- 
fore their death. He mentioned, as examples within 
his own time, the Duke of Marlborough, and Lord So- 
mers : and when he cited thoſe melancholy inſtances, it 
was always with a heavy ſigh, and with geſtures that 
ſhewed great uneaſineſs, as if he felt an impulſe of what 
was to happen to him before he died. 7 | 

Unleſs I am mifinformed, he died worth about twelve 
thouſand pounds, incluſive of the ſpecific legacies men- 
tioned in his will, and which may be computed at the 
ſum of twelve hundred pounds; ſo that the remainder, 

; near 
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% A DISSERTATION _ |} 
near eleven thouſand pounds, is entirely applicable to 


- the hoſpital for idiots and lunatics : a charitable foun- 
dation, particularly beneficial in theſe kingdoms, where 


cient number of inhabitants. 
Lunacy may in general be conſidered, as ariſing from 
a depraved imagination, and muſt therefore be origi- 
"nally owing to a fault in the body, or the mind. We 
ſee inſtances every day, where, in fevers, all the powers 
of ſenſe and reaſon are utterly overturned by a raging 
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the epidemic diſtemper of lunacy is ſo prevalent, that it 
will conſtantly furniſh the largeſt building with a ſuffi · 


C 


madneſs. This frenzy conquers, or is. conquered ſoon: 
but, from more ſlow and chrpnical cauſes, ſuch obſtruc- 


tions may be formed, as gradually to produce various 


degrees of this diſorder, and to remain invincible to the 
very laſt moments of life. Nothing more ſtrongly diſ- 
poſes the mind to this depraved ſtate, than too fixed an 
attention to any particular object. Mr Locke, if my 
memory does not deceive me, deſines madneſs as ariſing 
from ſome particular idea, or ſet of ideas, that make 
ſo ſtrong an impreſſion upon the mind as to baniſh all 
others ; and the perſons affected are chearful or melan- 
choly, well. tempered or fierce, according as the objects 
and ideas of their minds are different. From hence it 
is evident, that we ought to conſider the ſtrength of the 
mind, even in the purſuit of knowledge, and often to 


' ary our ideas by exerciſe and amuſements ; conſtantly 
fixing a ſtrict guard againſt any paſſion that may be pre- 


valent in two high a degree, or may acquire an habitu- 
al ſtrength and dominion over us. Paſſions are the gales 
of life ; and it is our part to take care that they do not 
riſe into a tempeſt. f | | 


Love, with all its charms, muſt be reſtrained within 


proper bounds, otherwiſe it will torture _that breaſt 
which it was formed to delight. Love contains within 


itſelf a variety of other paſſions, and lays ſuch a foun- 


dation of madneſs in the mind, that the frenzy, in this 


particular caſe, never fails to appear in its full force, 


and to diſplay itſelf in all its ſtrength of horror. 
Religion, which can only make the mind happy, and 

is our ſureſt and beſt defence againſt the paſſions, if con- 

Gdered in a wrong and melancholy view, bas often pore 
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ON LUNACY. 349 
verted the ſeat of reaſon, and given more inhabitants to 
Bedlam than any other cauſe. A religious Junatic is 
miſerable, even to the deepeſt tortures of deſpair, 

- The miſer, whom I muſt always rank among mad- 
men, heaps up gold with an anxiety that affects his 
looks, his appetite, and his fleep. The wretch dreads 
poverty in the centre of plenty ; and ſtarves, only be- 
cauſe he dares not taſte thoſe fruits which appear molt 
agreeable to his deſires. ; | 

In ſome other ſpecies of madneſs, the perſons affected 
are really more happy than in their ſenſes, and it is al- 
moſt a crime to baniſh the agreeable deluſion, You re- 


member the caſe of the citizen of Argos, who, after a 
ſalutiferous doſe of hellebore, cried out, | 


Pol me occidiſtis, amici, 
. Non ſervaſtis ( ait ) cui fic extorta voluptat, 
E demptus per vim mentis grati//imus error. | 
Such again would be the caſe of the beau of Bedlam 

who, amidſt darkneſs and confinement, till retains hi? 
pride and felf-admiration ; dreſſes himſelf up in ſtraw in- 
- ſtead of embroidery ;- and when ſuffered to go to the 
window, - imagines that he captivates every female, who 
chances to paſs through Moor fields. Ts not ſuch a man 
happier in his madneſs, than in his ſenſes ? | 
. = To ſpecify the many different clafſes of madmen, would 

be endleſs. They are innumerable: ſo that it is almoſt - 
a rare felicity to enjoy mens ſana in corpore ſano. ſome 
men have owed their reputation and ſucceſs in the world 
to a tincture of madneſs; while others, merely from a 
ſuperior underſtanding, have been ranked among luna- 
ties. Of the latter fort Hippocrates (whom 1 wiſh you 
to look upon as a claſſic author, as well as a phyſician) 
gives a remarkable inſtance in one of his letters. He 
ſays, he was ſent for by the people of Abdera to cure 
Democritus of madneſs; but, to his ſurpriſe, he found 
him the wiſeſt man of the age, and, by his laughing man- 
ner of talking and reaſoning; he almoſt convinced Hippo- 
crates, that all the reſt of the world except Democritus 
were mad. It is not improbable, that madneſs has been 
cal with mankind. There have certainly been many 

' inſtances of it among the Greeks and Romans. Among 
Vol. VIII. r the 
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359 A DISSERTATION - 
the Jews, the enthuſiaſtic fury of Saul is equally remark - 
„ , able with the ecſtatic rage of Nebuchadnezzar. Nor 
KB have any parts of the world, I believe, entirely eſcaped 

this raging evil. It was frequently miſtaken for inſpi · 
ration; and the prophetic. Sybils were obliged to put 
on the airs and looks of madneſs, to obtain an implicit - 
belief to their prophecies. From theſe facerdotalimpo- 
ſitions, mad people reaped ſome remarkable advantages. 
They were often looked upon as meſſengers ſent by bea - 
ven, to declare the will of the gods, and the prophe- 
tical decrees of fate; they were revered as perſons ſa- 
cred and divine ; and, inſtead of ſcourges, they received 
' tokens of adoration. In how great a degree muſt the 
*  ſubtilty of prieſts have prevailed, when they could make 
one of the greateſt curſes that attends human life ap- 
pear one of the greateſt bleſſings ? * 5 
Lunatics are fo called from the influence which the 
moon has over bodies, when its attractive power is 
_ greateſt, by which means the preſſure of the atmoſphere. 
ing leſſened, the humours of the body are more rare - 
© fied, and produce a greater plenitude in the veſſels of 
the brain. This has been illuſtrated by our good and 
learned friend Dr Mead, in his treatiſe De imperio lunæ 
et alis: and I have particularly obſerved, that, in the 
laſt book which he publiſhed, intitled, Monita et precepta 
medica, he takes notice, in his chapter de inſania, © that 
2 «© the blood of ſuch perſons, who have been moſt liable 
to this malady, was thick and ſizy, and, upon diſ- 
„ ſection, their brain always appeared dry, and their 
\  « yeſſels filled with black ſluggiſh blood: from whence 
perhaps we may, in forme meaſure, account for the prin- 
cipal ſource of Swift's lunacy; his countenance- being 
dark, bilious, and gloomy, and his eyes ſometimes fixed 
aud immoveable for a long time. Horace, I remember, 
* attributes the madneſs of Oreſtes to a phyſical cauſe, 
where he ſays, &7 fro bye Rs 


Hane furiam, hune aliud, juſſit quod ſplendida bilis, 

So that diſeaſes formed originally in the mind, often 
bring on this diſorder, and by degrees affect the body; 
eſpecially in ſuch conſtitutions as have any tendency = 
Te” Pet « y is 
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this diſtemper. But what can be the. reaſon that it is 
ſo remarkably epidemical in theſe kingdoms ? I am in- 

clined to believe, that it muſt be owing to the grofſneſs 
of our food, and to our immoderate uſe of ſpirituous li- 
quors; the one frequently cauſing the deepeſt melan- 
choly, the other the moſt unlimited rage. Our climate 
is ſo variable and uncertain, and our atmoſphere is fo 
- perpetually filled with clouds and ſulphureous vapours, 
that theſe cauſes muſt neceſſarily have a great effect up - 
on the natural impatience and inconſtancy of the inha- 
bitants. We are apt to- rerel in a free indulgence of 
our paſſions; and they are as apt to agitate and ener- 
vate the fibres of the brain, and to imprint by degrees 
many fatal impreſſions, that can never be eradicated 
from the mind. Even the greateſt ble ſſing we enjoy, the 
freedom of our laws, may, I am afraid, in ſome meaſure, 
contribute to thoſe raſh actions, that often end in dread- 
full murders of the worſt kind, parricide, and ſuiciſm. 
Men moſt be reckoned in the higheſt claſs of lunatics, 
who are capable of offending the great Author of na- 
ture, by depriving themſel ves of that life which he only 

has a right of taking away, becauſe he only had the 
power of giving it. No perſon in his ſenſes can volun- 
tarily prefer death to life. Our deſires of exiſtence are 
ſtrong and prevalent ; they are born with us: and our 
ideas of a future ſtate are not ſufficiently clear, to make 
us fond of hurrying into eternity: eſpecially as eterni- 
ty itſelf muſt ever remain incomprehenſible to finite be- 
ings. Human nature has an abhorence, and a terror of 
its own diſſolution. The philoſopher fubmirs to death, 
becauſe he looks upon it as a neceſſary event; in the 

mean time, he uſes every method of prudence, and eve 
art of caution, to lengthen out life as far as he poſſibly 
can extend it, and to prevent the leaft accident that 
may bring on death one hour ſooner than the laws of 
the human ſtructure require. The military hero meets 
the king of terrors more from the diQtates of reaſon, 
than the impulſes of nature. His fame, his fortune, 
every object that can be dear to him, depend upon his 
reſolution to die. He expoſes himſelf to the danger of 
being deſtroyed, becauſe an effort of ſecuring his life, 
muſt be attended with contempt and infamy. But, on 
" G'S 2 the 
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the other hand, who would wantonly chuſe death, un- 
leſs he were agitated to ſuch a choice by the fumes and 
vapours of a diſtempered brain? 

The ſubjects, where arditrary power is eſtabliſhed, 


live in a continual ſtate of dread and apprehenſion, and 
all their other paſſions are ſubdued by fear: fo that 


fewer inſtances of ſuicide have appeared in deſpotic go- 


. vernments, than in kingdoms where liberty is more pre- 
valent, and where the paſſions are leſs reſtrained. 
| The diet, the air, and the political conſtitution of a 
country, give the peculiar, and diſtinguiſhing character 
of the people: and as the characteriſtics change, the 
jaohabitants undergo the ſame metamorphoſes. How 
different are the modern Italians from the ancient Ro- 
mans? If Brutus were now living, he would probably 
acquieſce in the depending ſtate of a cardinal, and the 
Papal crown would be unanimouſly preſented to Cæſar. 
© "The melancholy caſe of Dr Swift, has, I find, ſeduced 
me into a long digreſſion. When I am writing to you, 
I give a full ſcope to my thoughts, a and wander licen- 
tiouſly out of my ſphere. I aim at placing all obſerva- 
tions in your way, which I think can be of any uſe in 


Four future road of life. But why talk to you on the 


- melancholy effects of madneſs? only to obſerve in ge- 
-neral, that temperance, exerciſe, philoſophy, and true 
religion, are the fureſt means to make men happy, and 
to preſerve them from a contagious malady, to which 
the inhabitants of theſe Lingdoms are unfortunately li- 


able. 


Aſtate of idiot iſm is leſ⸗ deplorable, not leſs hocking, 
than that of madneſs. - Idiots are afflicted with no tur- 
bulent paſſions. They are innocent and barmleſs, and 

often excite pity, but never occaſion fear. The proverb 
tells us, They are the favourites of Fortune. But I ſuppoſe 
it alludes only to thoſe fools cube can number twenty right- 
by, and can tell the days of the week: and alas! thoſe are 
No idiots in the eye of the law. The abſolute naturals 
owe their wretchedneſs to a wrong formation in their 
brain, or to accidents in their birth, or the dregs of fe- 
vers and other violent diſtempers. The laſt was the 
caſe of the Dean of St Patrick's, according to the ac- 
count ſent me by his two —— Mrs Whiteway we 
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Mr Swift “: neither of whom, I think, make the leaſt 
mention of a deafneſs that, from time to time, attacked 
the Dean, and rendered him extremely miſerable. You 
will find him complaining of this misfortune in ſeveral 
parts of his writings ; eſpecially in his letters (of the 
eighth volume) to Dr Sheridan. Poſſibly ſome inter- 
nal preſſure upon his brain might firſt have affected the 
auditory nerves, and then, by degrees, might have in- 
creaſed, ſo as entirely to ſtop up that fountain of ideas, 
-which had before ſpread itſelf in the moſt diffulive and 
ſurpriſing manner. 
laue juſt now hinted to you the advantages that 
have accrued to madmen, 1 ought not to omit the ho- 
nours that have been paid to fools. In former ages the 
courts of France and England were not thought com- 
pletely imbelliſhed without a favourite idiot, who bore 
the title of the King's jeſter, and who was as remark- 
_ ably diſtinguiſhed, by a cap and bells, as his royal ma- 
ſter was diſtinguiſhed by a diadem and robes. This ani- 
mal, like Junius Brutus, frequently aſſumed the face and 
behaviour of folly, to anſwer his own particular views 
and advantages. His bluntneſs and ſimplicity recom- 
mended him in thoſe places, where truths, if ſpoken by 
a man of ſenſe, were diſagreeable and dangerous. If he 
had not the honour, like Brutus, to fave his country, at 
leaſt he had the happineſs to ſecure himſelf : and his ex- 
preſſions were often fo full of humour and ſarcaſm, that, 
to this day, they are recorded as 3 of wit. Such 
was the famous reply of Archy to K. James I. when his 
Majeſty, amidſt all his wiſdom, was ſufficiently inſpired 
with folly, to ſend his only ſon into Spain. But fools 
at preſent are no longer admired in courts; or, if they 
are, they appear there without their cap and bells, 
And now, to quit reſlections that tend in general ra- 
ther to terrify than to improve the underſtanding, let 


me obſerve, in honour of my friend Swift, that his e- | 


ſtabliſnment of an hoſpital for idiots' and lunaties, is 
remarkably generous ; as the unhappy perſons who re- 
ceive the benefit, muſt for ever remain inſenſible of their 
benefactor. . "Ty 4 | 
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An account of a MonvMEnT erected to the 


. 


memory of Dr Swir r in Ireland. 
Taken from the D UBLIN JOURNa L- 
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Have at laſt finiſhed what you have often heard me 
wiſh I might be able to do, a monument for the 
reateſt genius of our age, the late Dean of St Patrick's. 
The thing in itſelf is but a trifle; but it is more than 
I ſhould ever have attempted, had I not with indigna- 
tion ſeen a country (fo honoured by the birth of fo 


great a man, and fo faithfully ſerved by him all his life) 


fo long and fo ſhamefully negligent iu erecting ſome mo- 
nument of gratitude to his memory. Countries are not 
wiſe in ſuch a neglect; for they hurt themſelves. Men 
of genius are encouraged to apply their talents to the 


" fervice of their country, when they ſee in it gratitude 


to the memory of thoſe that have deſerved well of them. 
The ingenious Pere Caſtell told me at Paris, that he 
reckoned it the greateſt misfortune to him, that he was 
not born an Engliſhman ; and when he explained him- 


felf, it was only for this, that, after two hundred years, 


they had erected a monument to Shakeſpear ; and an- 
other to a modern, but to the greateſt of them, Sir 


Iſaac Newton. Great ſouls are very diſintereſted in . 


the affairs of life ; they look for fame and im mortality, 


. Corning the mean paths of intereſt and lucre : and, 
-farely, in an age ſo mercenary as ours, men ſhould not 


be fo ſparing to give public marks of their gratitude to 
men of ſach virtue, dead, however they may treat them 


© living; fince, in fo doing, they beſpeak, and almoſt 


inſure to themſelves.a ſuccefſion of ſuch uſeful perſons 
in ſociety. It was with this view that 1 determined 


_to throw in my mite. ant 26 3 
In a fine lawn below my houſe, I have planted an 


hippodrome. It is a circular plantation, conſiſting of 


_ five walks; the central of which is a horſe-courſe, and 


three rounds make exactly a mile. All the lines are fo 
laid out, that, from” the centre, the {ix rows of trees 
appear but one, and form 100 arches round the field ; 


in the centre of which 1 have erected a mount, and 


placed 


— 
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placed a marble column on its proper pedeſtal, with all 
the decorations of the order; on the ſummit of which I 
placed a Pegaſus, juſt ſeeming to take flight to heaven 
and on the dye of the pedeſtal I have engraved the fol- 
lowing inſcription, wrote by an ingenious friend. 
In memoriam JONATHAN SWIFT, S. T. P. viri ſine park 
Aonidum fontes aperis, divine pocta, 5 
Arte nova; ethereas propriis ut Pegaſus alis 
Scande domes : æternum addet tua fama columne 
Huic memori decus ; hic, taiiti qua poſſumus umbram 
Naminis in mentem, ſacro reuccare quo! annis 
Ludorum ritu juvat; hic, tibi parvus bonorum 
Offeertur cumulus : laudum quo fine tuarum 
Copia claudatur qui querit, gentis Jerne 
Peftora ſcrutetur, latumgue interroget orbem. 
. 175 0 
E have alſo appointed a ſmall fund for annual premĩ- 
ums to be diſtributed in the celebration of games at the 
monument yearly. The ceremony is to laſt three days, 
beginning the 1ſt of May yearly. On this day, young 
maids and men in the neighbourhood are to aſſemble in 
the hippodrome, with their garlands and chaplets of 
flowers, and to dance round the monument, ſinging 
the praiſes of this ingenious patriot, and ſtrowing with 
flowers all the place: after which they are to dance 
for a prize ; the beſt dancer among the maids is to be 
preſented with a cap and ribands; and after the dance, 
the young men are to run for a hat and gloves. 
The ſecond day, there is to be a large market upon 
the ground: and the girl who produces the fineſt hank 
of yarn, and the moſt regular reel and count, is to have 
a guinea premium; and the perſon who buys the greateſt 
quantity of yarn, is to have a premium of two guineas. 
The third day, the farmer who produces the beſt 
yearling calf of his own breed, is to have two guineas 
premium; and he that produces the faireſt colt or filly, 
of his own breed likewiſe, not over two years old, 
ſhall receive a premium of two guineas alſo.—— Thus 
the whole will not exceed ten pounds; and all theſe uſe» 
ful branches of our growth and manufacture will be en- 
couraged, in remembering the patron who with ſo much 
care and tenderneſs recommended them to others, and 
cheriſhed them himſelf. 


Jan, &c. 
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Anecdotes of Dr SwirT and STzLL4. 


Taken from the Genileman's Magazine, Nov. 
e. r 8 


SIR, . | | 
S the lives of eminent perſons are the moſt in- 
ſtructive parts of hiſtory, and are more read, 
perhaps, than any other compoſitions; fo there are 
very few pieces that are more juſtly cenſured for par- 
tiality-; for they are generally the works of perſons 
_ Intereſted in the praiſe or cenſure of the heroes of their 
hiſtory} Wiſely therefore have the ſovereign pon- 
tiffs decreed, that no perſon ſhall receive the honour 
of being ſainted, before the expiration of a complete 
century after their deceaſe; in order to take off, by 
length of time, all ſenſe of favour, or reſentment, in 
ſuch parties, as might have connections with the friends 
or enemies of the future ſaint, which might otherwiſe 
have influenced their evidence in the examination which 
always precedes the making of a new faint. | 
Theſe reflections naturally occur upon reading any of 
our modern lives; and they occurred to me, 'on my 
reading, a few days fince, the life of Dean Swift, in 
one of the London Magazines for 175 5 *, extracted from 
Lord Orrery, the critic upon his Lordſhip, and the me- 
. moirs publiſhed by Deane Swift, Eſq; in which, though 
very conciſe, the writer has inſerted moſt of the errors 
of the preceeding works: and as the Dean's charity, 
| his tenderneſs, and even his bumanity, have been im- 
| peached, in conſequence of his hitherto unaccountable 
- _. * behaviour: to his Stella, and of his long reſentment 
- hewn. to his filter; and as no perſon has yet thought 
proper to redeem that extraordinary genius from theſe 
" mputations of cruelty and pride, by ſhewing his con- 
„ The account of Dr Swifts life, prefixed to the iſt volume b 
mis work, was extracted from the ſeveral books here mentioned; 
' and is the moſt complete account of the Dean that has hitherto ap- 
peared: ſo that the following anecdotes apply cqually to it, as to 


that imperfect one in the London Magazine. 
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nections with Stella in their true light ; although I think 
that there are ſome living, who have it in their power, 
from authentic materials, I flatter myſelf that I ſhall 
not be cenſured for endeavouring to do this juſtice to 
his memory myſelf. _ | 

lt is faid, that Swift made an acquaintance with 
Mrs Johnſon (the lady celebrated by the name of Stel- 
la) at Sir William Temple's; that ſhe was the daugh- 
ter of Sir William's ſteward ; and that Sir William, 
in his laſt will, left her 1000 I. as an acknowledgment 
of her father's faithful fervices; that ſhe was married 
to the Dean in 1716; and his never owning her for 
his wife is imputed, by Lord Orrery, to his pride, 
which made him diſdain an alliance with one deſcend- 
ed from fo mean a family; though others impute it to 
the common rumour, of her being Sir William's natu- 
ral daughter, as Swift was ſaid to be his ſon. She 
died (fays Lord Orrery) abſolutely deſtroyed by the 
- peculiarity of her fate. His Lordſhip likewiſe declares 
Swift's pride to have been fuch, as to have induced 
him to refuſe all reconciliation with his ſiſter, for ha- 
ving married a tradeſman, though in good circumſtan - 
ces, and with the approbation of her uncle and rela- 
tions. 


But I am certain Lord Orrery will be pleaſed to be 


convinced, that theſe accuſations are falſe. Dr Swift 


-would have laid down his life, could it have preſerved 
| his Stella; that Stella, who was no otherwiſe related 
to Sir William Temple's ſteward, than by her mother's 
marriage with him many years after the death of Sir 
William. And as for his cruelty to his fiſter, it is well 
known, that he maintained Mrs Fenton many years, 
when a widow ; and that ſhe uſed to ſhew his picture 
to her viſitants, with expreſſions of the higheſt gratitude 
and affection. That I may, however, leave no room 
for doubt, permit me to oppoſe to theſe imputations 
the true hiſtory of Miſs Jobnſon, better known to the 
world by the name of Stella. | 
When Sir William Temple left Sheen to reſide at 
Moore Park in Surry, he brought down with him, one 
ſummer, a gentlewoman, in the character of a houſe- 
keeper, whoſe name was Johnſon, She was a perſon of 
c ö : A 
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a ſurpriſing genius: few women ever exceeded her in 
the extent of her reading; none in the charms of con- 
verſation. She had ſeen the world; her addreſs and 
behaviour were truly polite; and whoever had the 
pleaſure of converſing with her for a quarter of an 
hour, were convinced that ſhe had known a more gen- 
teel walk in life than her preſent ſituation confined her 
to. She was not ſo happy in her perſon as her mind; 
for ſhe was low of ſtature, and rather fat and thick, 
than well ſhaped: yet the imperfection of her ſhape 
was fully compenſated by a ſet of fine features, and an 
excellent complexion, animated by eyes that perfectly 
deſeribed the Roy. of her genius. She was, in 
few words, the ſame among women, that Sir William 
Ml Temple was among men. Is it ſurpriſing, then, that 
= - mach Kala perfections ſhould attract each other's no- 
N "fn tice ? | . . | 


| This gentlewoman was the widow (as ſhe always a- 
3 verred) of one Johnſon, a merchant, who having been 
1 unfortunate in trade, afterwards became maſter of a 
3 . trading ſloop, which ran between England and Hol- 
| land, and there died. He left her, as ſhe ſaid, three 
children. The eldeſt, a daughter, was brought up 
| in London, and there married one Filby, a baker, by 
| whom ſhe had eighteen or nineteen children; and li- 
ving in a genteel manner, he was ſoon ruined, and was 
ſent by their friends into the weſt of England, as a ſalt - 
officer ; whither ſhe accompanied him, with ſuch of her 
children as lived. — The ſecond of her children was a 
. fon, Edward Johnſon ; who was put to ſchool at Farn- 
ham; and, when of a proper age, was ſent abroad, in 
order to qualify him for trade; but he died there 
young. — The third and laſt was her daughter Eſther ; 
who only, of all her children, was permitted to reſide 
with her at Moore Park; where ſhe was educated : and 
her appearance and dreſs ſo far exceeded the rank and 
fortune of her mother, and the reſt of the children, 
that the world ſoon declared Miſs Johnſon to be Sir 
William's daughter. But had dreſs ſhewn no diſtinc- 
tion between her and the reſt of her mother's chil- 
.dren, nature had already diſtinguiſhed her ſufficiently. 
Her mother and brother were both fair; her ſiſter 


9 
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is ſaid to have been the ſame. The boy was ſaid to 
like his father : he therefore muſt be fair too, as the 
boy was ſo to an uncommon degree. Yet Eſther's, or, 
as ſhe was uſually called in the family, Miſs Hetty's 
eyes and. hair were of a moſt beautiful black; and all 
the reſt of her features bore ſo ſtrong a reſemblance to 

thoſe of Sir William T „ that no one could be 
at a loſs to determine what relation ſhe had to that 
gentleman. 'And could the ſtriking likeneſs have been 
overlooked, Sir William's uncommon regard for her, 
and his attention to her education, muſt have convin- 
ced every unprejudiced perſon, that Miſs Hetty John- 
ſon was the daughter of one who moved in a higher 
ſphere than a Dutch trader. The reſpect that Sir 
William affected to ſhew the child, induced his family 
to copy his example; and the neighbouring families 
behaving in the ſame manner, ſhe early loſt all that 
ſervility that muſt have tinged her manners and behavi- 
our, had ſne been brought up in dependence, and with - 
out any knowledge of her real condition. When or 
where Sir William thought proper to acquaint her 
with the hiſtory of her birth, we profeſs not to know; 
but that he did inform her of the ſecret, we have rea- 
ſon to preſume from the following circumſtances. As 
ſoon as ſhe was woman enough to be intruſted with her 
own conduct, ſhe left her mother and Moore Park, and 
went to Ireland to reſide, by the order of Sir William, 
who was yet alive. She was conducted thither by 
Swift. But of this I am not fo poſitive, as I am, that 
her mother parted with her as one who was never to 
ſee her again. 

Here let me leave the daughter, and return to' 
Mrs Johnſon, her mother; who continued to live at 
Moore Park till the death of Sir William Temple. 
Soon after which ſhe reſided with Lady Gifford *, ſiſter 


to 


* Miſs Temple, Sir William's favourite ſiſter, was a lady of un- 
common merit and goodneſs. She was addreſſed by Sir William 
Gifford; who dying during the courtſhip, he begged the young lady 
to-bear his name; and to enable him to leave her his eſtate, as a 
proof of his affection, ſhe was married to him on his deathbed, by 
Which means ſhe became intitled to the enjoyment of his large _ 


* 
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to Sir William Temple, and his great favourite, as her | 


© woman, or houſekeeper, or perhaps in both capaci- 


ties. Upon Lady Gifford's death, ſhe retired to Farn- 
ham, and boarded with one Filby, a brother of her 
_ daughter's huſband ; and ſome time after intermarried 
with Mr Ralph Moſe, a-perſon who had for a long ſeries 
of years Hg intruſted, as ſteward, with the affairs of 
the family, and had "ſucceſſively ſerved. Sir William 
Temple, Lady Gifford, and Mr Temple. He was a 
widower, and his firſt wife had been — to Sir Wil- 
liam Temple. Upon the death of Mr Moſe, ſhe went 
to board with Mrs Mayne of Farnbam, a gentTewo- 
man who had a particular eſteem for ber; and at length 
retired to Mr Filby's again, and there died, not long 
after the year 1343 · Iſaw her myſelf in the autumn of 


1742, and although far advanced in years, ſhe ſtill 


Preſerved the remains of a very fine face. 


The reader may wonder, as numbers have done be- 
fore, that a woman of her refined ſentiments and ex- 
quiſite taſte, ſhould marry ſuch a man as Moſe. Ma- 


ny have been the conjectures upon the occaſion. Per- 
| haps her eldeſt daughter's diſtreſs might make her de- 


© firous of relieving her with the ſpoils of the old ſtews 


ard; or Moſe might be privy to certain ſecrets that 
ſhe was unwilling to have divulged ; and therefore ſhe 
might not dare to reject his propoſals, for fear of draw- 


ing his reſentment upon her. It was certainly a match 


. 


of policy, and the moſt refined ſenſibility was in her 
faerificed to one who had not the leaſt idea of delicacy. 
The lady to whom J am obliged for many of theſe anec- 


- dotes, aſſured me, that ſhe had heard Mrs Moſe, in her 


freer hours, declare, that ſhe was obliged, by indiſpen- 
ſable neceſfity, to marry the man whoſe ſervile man- 
ners her ſoul deſpiſed 3. but that religion taught her to 


_  folfil every duty that could poſſibly be expected from 


the moſt affectionate of wives. She had frequently re- 
jected his offers, * was compelled at lenge to ac- 
quieſce. Fug 


And that ſhe might not ſhew herſelf unworthy of his eſteem, ſhe 
made a vow, (though in her tender youth), never to marry any o. 
* 0 but to * * widow; and this ſhe W! performed. | 


Were 
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Were I to attempt to deſcribe her at full length, I 
"might be thought guilty of the higheſt adulation, fo ex- 
traordinary was the woman that was deſtined to pleaſe 
Sir William Temple. Pomfret, in his little poem called 
The choice, is ſaid to have given an exact deſcription ef 
Moor Park ; to have delineated Sir William in the 
account of his own fancy and taſte; and to have taken 
his picture of the female friend and companion from 
Mrs Johnſon ; to that piece therefore do I recommend 

reader, 
While the mother thus ſpent her hours under the 
moſt painful reſtraint at Farnham, the daughter made 
ſurpriſing advances towards perfection under the tuition 
of Dr Swift, In her poem, dated. Nov. 30. 1721, in- 
titled, Stella 1 Dr Swift on bis birth-day, we ſee, that 
ſhe attributes all that was excellent in her to his in- 
ſtructions. It is not ſurpriſing that her affection to- 
+ wards the Dean ſhould be fo great, when we recol- 
leR, that it commenced from her earlieſt age, at a time 
when ſhe thought that affection entirely innocent; that 
it was increaſed by Sir William's often recommending 
her tender innocence to the protection of Swift, as ſhe 
had no declared male relation that could be her de- 
fender. It was from Sir William's own leſſons that 
ſhe received the firſt rules for her future conduct, which 
were afterwards continued by the Dean. And that the 
world may know what was the reſult of the joint la- 

bours of theſe two exalted geniuſes, I ſhall relate a 

little anecdote for which I have undoubted authority. 

When Stella, or Miſs Johnſon, reſided at Dublin, 

her noble air, her genteel appearance, and the viſits 
of many perſons of diſtinction, ſoon gave riſe to a re- 
bort, that ſhe had a large fortune, and that ſhe kept 
in her lodpings caſh, jewels, and furniture, to a very 
great value. Such a report in Ireland could not fail of 
attracting the notice of indigent villany. Stella had no 
male ſervant. in the houſe, and no reſiſtance could be 
expected from a few timorous women. On the night de- 
ſtined to deprive the world of one of its moſt diſtin» 
uiſned ornaments, (for robbery and murder are terms 

Fe n there), Stella had diſmiſſed her woman 
for the night; and not finding an inclination for fleep, 
Vor. VIII. . H h ſtie 
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ſhe took a book, and read for ſome time, being all un- 
dreſſed, with only a wrapping gown over her. When 
ſhe had read a while, ſhe removed the candle to its 
place for the night, as ſhe always kept a light burniog ; 
and kneeling by her bedſide, ſhe was more than once 
diſturbed by a noiſe at her window. She performed 
her devotions, however, with great calmneſs and atten- 
tion; a duty that ſhe never omitted; and then ariſing, 
and advancing towards the place from whence the 
found proceeded, ſhe ſaw, through the ſaſh, a man who 
ſeemed to ſtand upon a ladder, and to be waiting for 
her putting out the candle, to begin his enterpriſe. The 
ſex in general, upon ſuch an occaſion, would have faint- 
ed, ſereamed out, or attempted to have run out of the 
chamber. Not ſo the daughter of Sir William Temple. 
She knew the cruel temper of the vulgar Iriſh, and 
took not the leaſt apparent notice of the thief; but 
ſeeming to look for ſomething, ſhe went directly to her 
cloſet ; from whence ſhe returned immediately; and 
throwing up the ſaſh with her left hand, and drawin 
out a piſtol from under her looſe wrapping gown wit 
her right, ſhe fired at the villain; who immediately 
dropped-from the ladder. She then called up the fa- 
mily ; and the watch coming ſoon after at the noiſe of 
the piſtol, his'confederates were obliged to fly, and never 
afterwards attempted to diſturb her. In this cafe Pro- 
vidence ſeems to have aſſiſted her in an extraordinary 
manner: for had ſhe gone to bed at her uſual time, or 
_ had ſhe not employed an hour or two in reading, the 
cenſorious world would never have had it in their power 
to attribute her death to the pride of Dean Swift. 
Lord Orrery thinks this accompliſhed lady fell a ſa- 
erifice to the peculiarity of her fate. I cannot oppoſe 
this opinion of his Lordſhip: a perſon of her delicate 
ſenſibility might be greatly affected by her frequent 
reflections on ber diſagreeable ſituation. But was it in 
Swift's power to prevent it? . 8 
When Stella went to Ireland, a marriage between 
her and the Dean could not be foreſeen ; but when ſhe 
thought proper to communicate to her friends the Dean's 
propoſal, and her approbation of it, it was then be- 
come abſolutely ney for that perſon, who alone 
| | g ö knew 
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knew the ſecret hiſtory of the parties concerned, to re- 
veal what otherwiſe might have been buried in oblivion. 
But was the Dean to blame, becauſe he was ignorant 
of his natural relation to Stella ? or can he be juſtly 
cenſured, becauſe it was not made known before the 
day of marriage ? —He admired her; he loved her; he 
pitied her; and when fate had placed the everlaſting bar- 
rier between them, their affection became a true Plato- 
nic love, if not ſomething yet more exalted. I do not de- 
ny, but that ſhe might lament the particular oddneſs 
of her fate; nor do I deny, but that Swift's natural 
temper might acquire an additional ſeverity and mo- 
roſeneſs from hence, and that he might vent his paſ- 
ſion, and revenge himſelf on the reſt of mankind, But 
his affection for Stella became truly fraternal ; and 
whenever ſhe lamented her unhappy fituation, the 
friend, the tutor, the huſband, all in one, mingled bis 
ſympathetic tears with hers, and ſoothed the ſharpneſs 
of her anxiety and ſorrow.— But he deſpiſed her fa- 
mily. Was Swift's reputed father then fo noble? and 
to whom did the Dean declare the ſecret of his ſoul? 
We are ſometimes told, that upon the Hanoverian 
family's ſucceeding to the throne of Great Britain, 
Swift renounced all hopes of farther preferment ; and 
that his temper became more moroſe and more intole- 
rable every year. I acknowledge the fact in part; but 
it was not the loſs of his hopes that ſoured Swift alone. 
This was the unlucky epocha of that diſcovery, that 
convinced the Dean, that the only woman in the 
world who could make him happy as a wife, was the 
only woman in the world who could not be that wife. 
Could ſo turbulent a temper be eaſy under ſuch a 
mortification? Let thoſe judge, who have been fo 
happy as to have ſeen this Stella, this Hetty Johnſon ; 
and let thoſe who have not, judge from the following 
deſcription.— Her ſhape was perfectly eaſy and ele- 
gant ; here complexion exquiſitely fine ; her features 
were regular, with the addition of that nameleſs ſome- 
thing, that ſo often exceeds the moſt exact beauty, and 
which never fails to add to it when they meet toge- 
ther. Her teeth were beyond compariſon ; her eye- 
brows and hair, of the _— gloſly black; and her 
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eyes but thoſe I pretend not to deſcribe; her 
mein and air were equal to the reſt of the piece. Such 
was her exterior appearance: her mind was yet more 
beautiful than her perſon, and her accompliſhments 
were ſuch as to do honour to the man who was fo hap- 
py as to call her daughter, | 

Can we wonder, after reflecting upon the foregoing 
paſſages, that the Dean and Stella always took care to 
converſe before witneſſes, or at leaft a third perſon, 
from that time when they received the proper notice of 
the ſecrets of the family, even though they had never 
taken ſuch precautions before? Can we wonder that 
they ſhould ſpend one day in the year in faſting, pray- 
| Ing, and tears, from this period to her death? Might 
It not be the anniverſary of their marriage? But it 
would be unneceſſary to ſay more, ſince every unpreju- 
Jiced perſon muſt be convinced from the preceeding 
circumſtances, that Hetty Johnſon was neither daugh- 
ter to Sir William Temple's ſteward, nor could Sir 
William leave her 1000 |, as a reward for her father's 
faithful execution of his office, when that ſteward was 
not married to her mother till long after the deceafe 
of Sir William. He muſt be convinced alfo, that Swift 
- Had more forcible reaſons for not owning Stella for his 
wife, than his Lordſhip has allowed; and that it was 
not his bebaviour, but her own unhappy ſituation, _ 
that might perhaps ſhorten her days. BOOT.” 
I have yet a word to ſay, with reſpect to Mrs Fen- 
ton, the Dean's ſiſter. He is faid by Lord Orrery, 
to have refuſed all reconciliation with her, on the ac- 
count of her marriage. But why ſhould he have reſent- 
ed. her marriage with a tradeſman, any more than her 
going to ſervice? She lived many years with Lady 
Gifford, as her woman; and although it is probable 
that the Dean might difapprove of the match, as her 
ber huſband, Fenton, was an extravagant careleſs fel- 
low, and a notorious drunkard ; yet, after her huſ- 
band's and Lady Gifford's death, ſhe retired to Farn- 
ham, and boarded with Mrs Mayne, Mrs Moſe board- 
Ing there at the ſame time, with whom ſhe lived in the 
greateſt intimacy ; and as ſhe had not enough to main- 
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tain her, the Dean paid her an annuity as long as ſhe 
lived ; — neither was that annuity a trifle, 

I theſe anecdotes prove agreeable to the public, or 
ſhould they incite any other perſons, who are poſſeſſed 
of proper materials, to throw a new light on theſe 
tranſactions, hitherto ſo extremely miſrepreſented ; I 
ſhall think myſelf fortunate in having contributed 
ſomething toward ſo generous an attempt, as that of 
acquitting the innocent from the imputation of guilt. 
a Tours, Oe. 5 C. M. P. Ge N. 8 T. N. 8. 
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Lady, injured, her ſtory viii, 303 
e anfwer viii. 309 
letter to a young one on her 
marriage vii. 205 
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conſidered ni. a6 To E, 
——» Queries relating to it iti. 294 

—— Reaſons for Sg it in 
. favour of Catholics iii. 300 
Sarum, —- of, See Burnet * 
Sciences, on their origin v. 
Scriblerus. "k Martinus (117 
Sentiments of a chureh of-Eng- 
land man i. 228 
Sermon on the Trinity i. 254 
—on mutual ſubjection i. 267 
son the we of conſcience 
—0on brother] ite love i. 283 (i. 274 
ulty of knowing 
one's ſelf i. = . 
Servants, directions to vit. 344 
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Cenſure on vi. 313 
Chandos, D. of. on vii. 124 
»Charteris, Fr. epitaph om vi. 201 
City- ſhower, a deſcription of one 
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be anſwer 280 155 
to Swift, with eh s- 
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on the want of ſilver in Ireland 


Song ona , 
new, of ſimiles vi. 140 
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America, reaſon of ſo many — thither tit. * "RY 
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Beggars, a propoſal for badging them iii. 335. An objection an- 
ſwered 337. They are the worſt of people 339. Of ſhops being 
- beſieged by them 342. Of their vagabond ſpirit 343 ; 
Bently killed by Boyle i. 168 
Berkeley, E. of, his treatment of Dr Swift i. L. 46. 47 
Berkeley, C. of, her excellent character i. 207 
Betteſworth, Mr, a ſatire on vii. 30. Of his reſentment of it i. L. 102 
Bickerſtaff, Iſaac, bis predictions for 1708 iv. 305. An accompliſh- 
ment of the firſt of them 315. A detection of him 318. Vindi- 

cated 325 (1 
igamy, Will, his ſervice to the church ii. 24 | ; 
Biſhops, a man's diſliking the proceedings of a certain ſet of them 
no argument of his averſion to epiſcopacy ii. 237. No great cre> 
dit to the former to be cried up by thoſe who are profeſſed ene- 
mies to the latter ib. A man may be made a Biſhop as well as 
any thing elſe, by very odd means ib. Arguments againſt enlar - 
ging their power in letting of leaſes iii, 252. The conduct of the 
: Bosch biſhops at the reformation 253. of letting lea- 
+ ſes will be fatal to epiſcopacy 259... What is he office of 4 bilkop 
203. Of their power over the country-clergy. 204. A ſatire on 
the biſhops of Ireland vii. 23. Compared to {ms 15. Predic- 
tions concerning them viii. 263. A remarkable ſtory of an Kiſh 
biſhop. L. 139 * | 
Blackmore, Sir R. accuſed Mr Pope of profaneneſs v. 328 
Blakely, Robert, remarkable anecdotes of i. L. 91. 92 
Blaſphemy, two officers broke for i. 195 x 
Blefuſeu iſtand deſcribed iv. 43. The ground of the difference be- 
tween that empire and that of Lilliput 41. Threaten Lilliput 
© with an invaſion ib. How the invaſion was prevented 44, 45. See 
Gulliver, Lilliput- - ir ; | 
- Bolingbroke, L. reproved by Swift i. L. 72. His character viii. 6. 
Remarks on his letters 7. Account of his ſentiments and ſituation 
in private life 36, His improvements 47. How he ſpent his time 
: 75. His manner of life in the country 81. Swift's opinion of 
him 83. Adviſed to write 3 hiſtory 87. Bg, A review of his life 
96. His ceconomy 97. His thoughts of fame ib. His misfor- 
tunes 100, Ot a hiſtory of bis own times 103+ His manner of 
life in youth and old age 110, 11. His character of his wife 111. 
Hints about his metaphyſical works 112, 13, 66, 8. Of his other 
. works, 168, 70. His writings extolled 180. Of his retirement 
187. Whether he was attached to the pretender 219. See Swift 
Bolingbroke and Swift the only men that can write viii. 183 | 
Books, the battle of the, riſe of it i. 140, 2, 7, 8. An account of 
the battle 154.—168 | 
Borrowing money on funds of intereſt, how it began ii. 99 
Bourbon, houſe of, whether formidable ii. 82 
Bread, its virtues i. 77 | 
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Bribery, its influence vii. 204. n 
Britain, of her being a principal in wars on o the eee 02. 
Should have been * an auxiliary 10g. Her wrong method of 
_  cartyihg on the war 102, 8. How her allies broke their engage- 
ments wich her 113. The war more prejudicial to her, in reſpect 
of expence, than to France, or any of TOE 191. See Allies 
Britons deſcribed by Cæſar in. 76 
Brobdingnag, Gulliver's voyage to iv. 74. A deſcription of the 
inhabitants 78. of a farmer's daughter 86. of the country 101. of 
* "the 's palace, and of the metropolis 102, 3. of the chief tewple 
- 104. of the royal kitchen tos. The King's great ignorance in 
| | politics 127:{126.]} The learning of this country very i & 
and confined ib. Of their laws 128. [127.]. Acquainted with the 
art of printing ib. Of their military affairs e een W 
parties in the ſtate ib. See Gulliver 
Broomſtick, a meditation on obe v. 372 
Waun. the re The ill conſe- 
quences of atiimotſities 286, Motives to brotherly love 289g 
brother Peter, Martin, and Jack, their father's inſtructions tothem 
- 0. 49. The virtues of their coats ib, What is meant by their 
conte i. | How | they, behaved even years after their father's 
©- Gone 50. Grow caamoured of the ladies il. Their extrava- 
iS, n. à deſcription of their coats 54+ Tag ſnanlder - knots 
them 55. 56. Get lace 57- ſattin linings, and ſilver fringe 
_- 5. embroidery 59: r Lock up their 
father's will b. Martin and Jack differ with Peter 84+ The 
former reform their coats $9. r eee Ses 
Jack, Martin, Peter | 
Bubble, to what a lied v. 382. u. 
| Bull, John, che h of y. 175. eee 6 l u. i 
- Bulls, Peter's, u deſcription of i. 73 
— tm C. of, hee comical adventure with Dr Swift i. L. 237, 8 
_ cenſured vii. 216. The ſituation of England when be 
. te l tif hiſtory of the reformation 220. Advice to him 242. 


| Amor f th poet of boroming money upon fan of incl 


Caroline, & dreſſed n 18 fl. 2 Treated Dr Swift 
with civility i. I. 95. Obliquely cenſured vi. 225, 6 
| Caneret, I. his character iii. 71. Vindicated from the charge of fa · 
- vouring none but Tories 1 84 Account of his favour to Tories 
199. to Whips 208. He inſſaved Ireland, and how viii. 102, 18 
Seit only bated him as Lord Lientenant 178; Thanked for his 
tour to Dr Sheridan 2314, Of Swift's familiarity with him 1. L. 
Carthage, of the popular tyranny at ii. 14 af BY (93 
_ Catalonians, how treated ii. 3 | 
Ca viQtualiers, remonſtrance againſt v. 299 
Cenſors, utility of, in England i. 212 
Centlivre, Mrs, a ſeridbler v. 328 
Charles I. by whom brought WORE 256: Of the ode. 
K. en ny 298 


— 


Charles 
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Children, a propoſal for fattening them for human food iii, 323. The 
advantages of this ſcheme 323. How to preſerve them viii, 255. 
Why men when old are ſaid to become fo 145, See Education 
Chriſtiapity, an argument againſt aboliſhing iti. 192. The advan- 
tage of the abolition conſidered 194, 5» Of the difficulty of be- 
- lieving its doctrimes 195, 6. Of the number of its teachers 196. 
Of the abolition of the ſabbath 197. Of the abolition's removing 
factious diſtinctions 198. Of the barangues of the prieſts 99. 
Of the ſcheme's tending to baniſh prejudices 199. 200. and to unite 
Proteſtants 200, 1. Inconveniencies that would attend the aboli- 
tion propoſed 202 — 205. An argument of its excellence 262 
Chriſtians, the duty of their loving ont another i. 26 3. How diſ- 
ſentions aroſe _— them ib. The cauſes of their not loving 
one another 284. The ill conſequences of it 286. Motives to 
love one another 28g . | 
Church, that ſhe was in danger not many years ſince; and that it 
was not even then a crime to ſay ſo ii. 200. A man may politically 
be a friend to the church, and yet be a very bad man 281; The 
excellent deſigu of building fifty new chutches in London and 
Weſtminſter 350. Altogether as uſeful, though not fo expenſive, 
as building one palace for one ſubject 351. See Clergy 
Church-of-England man's ſentiments about religion i. 232. about 
government 241. See Government, Religion 
Church-lands, of the Pope's confirmation of vii. 225, 7 
Clarendon, E. of, his character as an hiſtorian viii. 5. | 
Clergy, how they may promote religion i. 216. Of taxing them 
without their conſent iii. 314. Their cafe when rectors different 
from that when biſhops 202. The hardſhips propoſed to be put 
on thoſe in Ireland 204. 8 againſt them anſwered 26 5. 
Clergy of the church of England, of their preaching up the unlimit- 
ed power of the prince i. 243- Their character and bard ci/cum- 
ſtances ii. 233- They oppoſed and confuted Popery, when 
there was the greateſt danger of it ib. Charged in groſs with qua- 
- licies utterly incouſiſteht 234. The rage and malice of a party 
againſt them ib. How they behaved in K. James II.“s time iii. 
275 


Clergymen, men become ſo too ſoon vii. 170. Should preach in 


country · congregations before they appear in a city 171. Are too 
negligent of their ſlyle ib. Cautioned againſt uſing hard words 
and theological terms 172, 3. Of pedantry 174. Of uſing epi- 
thets and phraſes 175. Of moving the paſſions 176. The chief 
branches of preaching 177- Of reading ſermons 178. Of wit 
it fermions 180. Of diſparaging the Heathen philoſophers ib. Of 
- Quotations 182. Of common place books 183, Of uling philo- 
| lophical terms 184. Of explaining myſteries ib. Of preaching 
againſt Atheiſm, Deiſm, Cc. 189. Where the clergy are molt 


emed 388. Diſcretion ſerviceable to them 1 A remark. 


able ſtory of twoclergymen 192 | 
Coats. Sce Brothers ; 
. 113 Colonies, 


Il 
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| 


religion a 
:  ligious conſcience in every ſtation of life 281 
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Colonies, "of the method of planting iv: 294, 5 Tho $64.7} winged 
Conference between a divine and a lawyer i. 313 ak, a Rt» 


| Congreve, Mr, his character viii. 96. Cenſored or IS <2: bs 


Conſcience; the word explained i. 275. © Miſtakes about liberty of 
conſcience detected 276. The office of conſcience 275. Of two 


falſe principles up in the place of it 276; 7 When directed b 
er virtue 279. — 12 


Converſation. See Polite convetſation > 


3 Convocation ſtrangely adjourned, and why ii. 237. The abſurdity 


of ſuch an adjourning power in the Archbiſhop ib. A compa- 

riſon'between the upper and lower houſe ib. The character of 
"| the preſent prolocutor 238. Great pity chat the three 

© "made at preſenting him, were not printed ib. The laſt of them 

very entertaining, if not inſtructive ih. The pious deſigns of the 

lower houſe ſtill baffled, and by whom 371. Reflections on con- 

3 vocations vn. 229, 30 „ 


Cornbury, L. refuſes a penſion vi. 233 


the cauſes of vii. 186 


Corufodes, his remarkable ſtory vii. 152 
Country- life, its bleſſings and plagues vii. 227 


Corruption, a happy union againſt viii. 128. | Corruption of morals, 


Country-poſt v. 342 Fo tab 125 
Courage, never the object of contempt iv. 19. n. 89 Þ 
Court · employ ments, to whom given viii. 34 > 7 


Court- lady, character of one viii. 43+ 45 
Courts, in what they are conſtant viij. 7; 
Craſſus, M. a letter to ii. 27177 
Credit, public, who are the trueſt promoters or it; the Whigs o h 
Tories ii. 251.—254. 316 | * 
nabend, mercy to, when miſapplied iii. 355 | * 
Criſis, the author of, expelled the houſe of Commons ii. 54. n. 
The favour ſhown to this piece and its author 55. An examina- 
tion of it 37. t. | 
Critic, who is meant by that word i. 61. Antiquit y of the true cri- 
tie 62. His employment 63. A true critic. defined ib. His an- 
_ tiquity proved 64.—68. Three maxims concerning critics 69 
Criticiſm deſcribed i. 156. Her patents, | ſiſter, and children ib. 
Her ſpeech in favour of the moderns 157. Aſſiſts ber 85 Wor- 
ton 158 
Cunning an argument of knavery, not of wit ii. 328, 9 


f "_ Mr E. account of his being poiſoned v. 318. His Qt wil 


made in view of his death 320. How he recovered 322. Account 
of his phrenſy 323. His wife's letter about his caſe 324, His 
bill of directions to find bis authors 325. His ſpecch to them aſ- 
- ſembled 326. Their reſolutions thereupon 327. His ſpeeches to 
bis books 329. How he renounced Chriſtianity, turned a Jew, 
and was circumciſed 3 34, 5. A prayer * that reer 335 
_  Cyplelus's r tax iii. 39 | 
© Dartmouth, E. of, 8 EAT AS "> S Z% 
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Dayi of the week, obſervations on them viii. 263 | © 


Death, its power iv. 303- Wherein terrible viii. | AS 
Decemviri, Rom. uſed gory Mower power ii. 13. dr | 
Defoe, Daniel, pilloried, and for what iii. 237 


Delany, Dr, preferred by Lord Carteret iii. 195, His . the 
raQter viii. 148. Secretly admoniſhes Dr Swift i. L. 110 | 
Dennis, Mr John, a narrative of his * v. * * 
ndence, refleQions on viii. 63 
Devotos and Hitts deſcribed v. 199 
Dictator, when the Romans choſe one viii. 32 
Digreſſions, a diſcourſe in praiſe of i. 95 | 
dite Mrs, the companion of Stella i. L. 52. 53. Allowed an 
Annuity by Dr Swift 74. Whether wad to hy Wal —_ 
vi. 253- n. 
Diogenes, a aying of his to Alexander iv. 301 G 
Diſcretion, its utilit 2 vii. 189. Of great ſervice to the dergy 190, 2 
22 their baſe compliance with Popery and arbitrary power in 
K. James's reign ii. 233. A toleration given to them when they 
are out of power, and denied by them when in power 290. The 
. pretender greatly indebted to them 318.—322. A compariſon be- 
tween them and the Jacobites 318.; and between them and the 
. Papiſts 319. Bubbled by the Whigs 320. Their allies or con- 
- federates 320, 1. Advice to them 321. The infolence of a dii- 
ſenting Lord Mayor of London i. 136. n. 
Drapier' letters iii. 16. Cc. The eſſects of theſe letters 28. n. The 
-  Drapier's reſalution to oppoſe the pretender 68. 69. A proela- 
mation iſſued offering a reward for diſcovering the author of the 
4th letter 75. By whom the proclamation was ſigned 93. His 
4 for his ꝗth better 91. 109. - The printer of it proſecuted 
75. n. His ſeaſonable advice to the grand jury concerning the bill 
preparing againſt him 76. "The biſt refuſed, and the jury dif 
charged 79. The preſentment of the jury 81. The Drapier's 
account of bimſelf 87. The Drapier demoliſhed 363. # Statues | 
propoſed to be erefted to him 370. See Swift 
Dreſs and faſhion, a ſatire on i. 5: 
Drinking damnation and confuſion ji. 23t- © An inſtance of that — 
teſtable euſtom ib. 
Drue, Mr, ſtory of his defeating a certain bill iti, 95 
Drunkenneſs, ſtory of one who preached re it i. 309 
Dryden cenſured i. 46. 47. 142 
Dublin, an examination of certain abuſes there i iii. 219. Advice of- 
fered as to the choice of a member to repreſent it in parliamenit 
346. Conſiderations offered in relation to the choice of a recor- 


der 352. A propoſal for badging the beggin r there 335 
Duneiad, at whoſe deſire wrote viii. 260 * poo 


Duakirk, of the demolition of it ii. 83. Tughe's memorial —_ 


it 90. n. 
Dunton, Mr, bis character ii. | | 
Eccleſiaſtical revenues, the * of ene —_ 225, é,à 
wealth of the parents vñ. 
19Þ 


Education, the worſe ip proportion to the 
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197. Of the education in Scotland ib. Of the bad one in 
land 198. Its bad effets 199. Of ſtudying Greek and Lai 
199. 200. The hindrances to a good education 200, 1. Of the 
education of ay Lord 202. Of an academical education 
do, 3» Of a learned one 203. Reflections on a bad one 204 
lliſton, Eben. his laſt ſpeech and dying words iii. 354 
Empires, many ancient, deſtroyed iv. 218 | 
Emulation defined 1. L. 120. n 
Enemies and detractors, low, character of viii. 51 
Enfant u, what vii. 216. n. F 226 h 
| England, a view of the civil wars in ii, 98. Of her foreign wars 99. 
Account of the ſtate of it under Q., Anne iv. 253: Extremely 
...corrupted in religion and morals i. 208, 9. How far in danger of 
Popery vii- 227, 8. A deſcription of the two houſes of parliament 
ive 118,19. Of the political late of that kingdom 119, 20, 21. 
In what the true greatneſs of King or Queen of, conſiſts ii. 325. 
In what the ſupreme power is lodged i. 249. Whether a King 
be depoſed 250. Whether the ſucceſſion can be altered 251 
En N a propoſal for correQting it iv. 344. Leſs refined 
of other nations, and why 347. How the language of 
2 — may be altered 348. When the Engliſh tongue recei- 
ved improvement 3 30. How it has been corrupted 350, 1. 
Ot the method of ſpelling 352. A ſcheme propoſed for reform - 
ing our language 354. Of the tranſlation of the Bible, of the li- 
-- eurgy, Sc. 355- Refinements in the Engliſh tongue cenſured 
v. 367. Who are the beſt Engliſh writers viii. 5. Bolingbroke 
and Swift the only men that can write 183 
— . Turned tyrants ib 
Epbori, the deſign. of their inſlitution ii. 14. ib. 
Ot thoſk of & Anne 324 bx 54 „„ 
Epic poem, a receipt to make v. 103 
Epicureaps opinion of atoms cenſured iv. 299 
Epiphonema defined vii. 177. n. 
Erick the Foreſter, account of i. L. 34. See Swiſh 
Eſſay on man, a character of it vii. 168 : 
Eſtabliſhed faith; the neceflity of it iii. 285 
Ethics a profitable ſtudy viii. 25. n. | 
Europe, the cauſes of war among the princes of iv. 247 
Examiner, the general deſign of the author of it ii. 218. Gueſſes 
about the author 215. The difficuty-of his taſk 216. Croſs- 
_- cxamined 238. 244. An anſwer. to a letter to the Examiner. 
- 1274+ The Whigs much obliged to him 304, 5; He is not hired 
308. Tempted by the Whigs to come over to their ſide 356. 
What hand Dr Swift bad in the Examiner 186, 7. n. Mr Prior 
ſuſpected to be the author of it l. L. 60, u. Ser Swift  * 
Kuampln, its various influence i. 211. The defect of its influence to 
be ſupplied by authority ib. = SR OA, 


Fable of the bees, 4 pernicious book v. $54 u. 3 41 2 F 4 
Faction, the evils of it i» 252. Who thoſe are that the Whigs call 
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a faction ii. 294 The nature of a faction as diſtin from theſe 
_ who are friends to the conſtitution ib. See Ambition | 
Faith, the neceſſity and utility of i. 264 | ba 
Fame, thoughts on viii..97. 98. 10m. | 
Father, inſtraQions of one to his three ſons i. 49 See Brothers 
Fauſtus, Dr, of the hiſtory of i. 46 | | . Wy 
Favourites, the danger of them ii. 282 
Fear and hope the motives of actions i. 279 
Fiddle, an exclamation on the breaking of onei. L. 108 
Flying-Poſt, character of the author of it ii. 54 
ootmen, their remonſtrance againſt counterteits iii. 333 
Fortune, of her behaviour to men viii. 90 | 
r in what it conſiſts iii. 97 | "ORE 
reedom of the preſs, reflections on it viii. 1. Its excreſcencies 
ſhould.be pruned ib. See Liberty *% 55 
FRN what ſort of men ate ſo vii. 185, How to reform 
; m 186 - | 
rench, Humphry, his excellent character if. 350 . 
rench, the genius and temper of that people ii. 297 ; 
Friends, melancholy circumſtances attend their ſeparation viii. 164. 
Of the impertinence of OG ib. The loſs of friends a 
_ tax ypon human life 181. Friends are one of the belt comforts 


of o gh . 1 24 ny 
Friendſhip, 4rue, whence it proceeds vili. 3. The difference 
betwint it and love 40. The ſenſe of it increaſes with years. 102 
Fulvia, ancient and modern, her character ii. 384, 8 
Gallican church, of the concordate about ber vii. 23t 
Gay, Mr, how diſappointed of a place ii. 364+ A charafter of his 
letters. viii. 7. Paſtoral Subjects propoſed for bim 19. How re- 
_ ceived at court 47. Refuſes a place 70, 1. His refulal approved 
of by Swift 71, 2. His character 72, 134. Reflections on his 


| Beggar's opera 73. Adviſed to provide for old age 73, 136. How 
1 eee 75, 6, 8. Particulars in his character 83. Per- 
fſuaded to economy 115. His account of himſelf, and of his laſt 
Fables 130, His œconomy ib. Congratulated on leaving the 
court 133. His death and character 146, 7» See Pope, Sw 
General for life, the danger of ſuch an r ii. 227, 8 
Geniuſes, great, of their failings, and the allowances to be made 


* i 


them vii, 183 8 

Gilgon, a writer of criticiſms v. 328. n. r 

Glubbdubdrib iſland deſcribed iv. 182. The governor ſetved by ghoſts 

182, 3, See Gulliver | "| 1 

Glumdalclitch the Brobdingnagian girl deſcribed iv. 86 

Gods, the ſtory of their compreſſing women accounted for v. 120 

Good · breeding, the uſe of it v. 363. The abuſe of it 364. An eſſay 
on it vii. 443 | 

Gotham, the wiſe men of, of that piece i. 46 + 

Government, ſentiments of a church of England man concerning 
i. 241. No form more acceptable to God than another 242. 

W ben the ends of it are provided for ib. Unlawful, to reſiſt the 

| legiſlative power 244. Ali forms of government, though yard 

aw 
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1 lawful > yet not equally expedient 245. An hereditary govern- 
ment preferable to an eleftive one 246. The abſurdity of the 
diſtinction between a King de fatto and one de jure ib. Whether 

the right of ſucceſſion ought to be violated 247. In what the free- 
of a nation conſiſts 251- An abſolute unlimited power lod- 

-ged in all government ii. 10. 11. A mixed government founded 
in nature and reaſon 15. Took place in moſt ſtates ib. Changes 
may be made ina government, and yet the form continue 17. 
How to preſerve the balance of power 16. See power 

Gratitude, a compariſon between Roman gratitude, and Britiſh in- 
rener F 

Grattons, account of the family of i. L. 0 he; ev 

Greg, Wm, tried for a treaſonable correſpondence with the French 

9 n. Executed 298. See 8 n 4. 
rrudltreet writers vindicated i. 43. Of their productions 6 

- Guiſcard, N. a, account of btb abbing Mr Hatley ii. 296. His 

profligate character 296, 7, 8. An account of him 296.n. The 
wiſdom of a certain great man inviting bim over 298. A com- 
rin between the affair of Greg and Guiſcard 298, 9, 306. 
is Fate 3 36, u. See Harley, Oxford edel — 

Gulliver, Tempel, bis account of himſelf and family iv. 10. 11. His 

Hirt inducements to travel * VE | N 2 life, 
_and.arrives.in the country of Lilliput 13. Taken priſoner 1 
D Carried" to thi imperial city 20. Vinted by the Emperor 225 
His elemency to thoſe who injured bim 24. Viſited by great 
numbers 24, 23. Gains fayour by his mild diſpoſition 25. In- 

+ KAructed in the language 26. His pockets are ſearched, and his 

„ Tword and piſtols taken from him 26. 29. An inventory of what 

1 was found on him 27. Diverts the Emperor and his nobility 31. 

.: Hach his liberty granted him on certain conditions 36. vi- 

" "kts the capital city 38. 39. Informed of the factions in the em- 

” pire 40, 1. Offers to ſerve the Emperor in bis wars 43. Prevents 

, an invaſion from the Blefuſcodians 44. A title of honour con- 

ferred upon him 45, Extinguiſhes a fire in the — * 48. His 

. © manner of living in Liniput 56. Impeached of high treaſon 60. 
The articles b. The puniſhment to be inffeted 64. Eſcapes to 

, Blefuſcu 66. How received there 67. Departs from thence 70. 

Arrives in England 52. See Lilliput. * 1 

ess out on another voyage 74. After a ſtorm goes aſhore in the 

longboat to diſcover the country 76. Left there ib. Aſtoniſhed 
at dhe face of the country and the inhabitants'76, 7. Seized by 
one of the natives 78. . Carried to a farmer's houſe 80. His re- 
ception and "entertainment there 80. &c. Gets the farmer's 
daughter for a nurſe 88. Carried to a market town for a ſhow 

188. to the metropolis 90. Sent for to courtgr. - Bought by the 

92. Preſented to the King 93- Diſputes with three preat 

1 olars 95, An apartment provided for him at court ib. Is in 

-. bigh favour with the Queen 96. Stands up for the honour of his 
country 98. Quarrels with the Queen's dwarf 99. His fearful- 
ve reproved too. His way of travelling 103, 4. I of 
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: ſeve: 3] adventures that happened to him 106, 7, 8. Diſpleaſed 
with the behaviour of the maids of honour 108, 9. Sees a crimi- 
nal executed 110. Shews his {kill in navigation 110, 11, Served 
a a ſcurvy trick by a monkey 111, 12. His contrivances to pleaſe 
the King and Queen 115. 16. Sbews bis (kill in muſic 116, 17. 
Kelatẽs to the King the political ſtate of England, with his Mzje- 
ſttyꝰs obſervations on it 118, Cc. His love of his country 124. 
. [123:] Makes a propoſal of much advantage to the King, which 
is rejected 125, 6. {1244 5-] Attends their Majeſties in a pro- 
. greſs/to the frontiers 13 T. (1 30.]. A*deſcription of the manner 
in which be left this country 132. [131-]135, Arrives in 
_ England 140, See Brobdingnag, Remarks on the two firſt 
voyages iv. 1% 11,41. . * 
Lets out on his third voyage 142, 3, Taken by pirates 145. 
II treated by a Dutchman ih. Arrꝭwes at an iſland 146. Recei- 
| into Laputa, the flying ifland 148. His reception there 
T50, 1, 2. Leaves Laputa 163. Arrives at Lagado ib. Hoſpi · 
tably received by a great Loid ib. His converſation with that 
Lord 164. Viſits the country 165. | Permitted to ſee the grand 
academy of Lagado 168. Propoſes ſome improvements in the a- 
cademy, which are honourably received 180, 1. Departs to Mal- 
donada 182. Takes a voyage to Glubbdubdrib id. His reception 
by the governor 183. This governor ſerved by ſpirits ib. Gets 
a view of many ghoſts 184—198. Diſguſted with modern biſto- 
ry 198, 9. Sails to Luggnagg 202. Confined 203. Sent for to 
court ib. The manner of his admittance ib. Praiſes the King's 
clemency 204. Informed of the Struldbrugs or immortals 205,6. 
His reflections on them 207. His reverie corrected 210, Sails to 
Japan 216. Retuns in a Dutch ſhip to Amſterdam 210. Ar- 
rives in England ib. See Glubbdubdiib, Laputa, Luggnagg, 
Struldbrugs. Remarks on theſe voyages 142, 9, 67, 731 4,5, v1, 
184, 7, pt, 206, II, 14. n. 82 1 er 
——His voyage to the country of the Houyhnhnms : Sets out as 
captain of a ſhip 220. His men conſpire againſt him 224. who ſet 
bim aſhore in the country of the Houyhnhums 225. Meets with 
Yahoos-226., Meets two Houyhahnms 227. Conducted by o 
ot them to his houſe 230. How received 231, 2. Compared 
with a Yahoo 232. In diſtreſs for want of meat, and how relies 
ved 233. His manner of feeding in this country 234, 5. Stu- 
dious to learn the Houyhnhnms language 236. Vilited by ſeve · 
ral , Houyhohams of quality 237. Giycs his maſter a ſhort ac- 
count of his voyage 240, Gives a more particular account of 
himſelf, and the accidents of his voyage 244, Cc. Informs him 
of the ſtate of England 246. of the cauſes of war among the 
. - princes of Europe 247. of the Engliſh conſtitution 250, Ct. of 
- the ſtate of England under Q: Anne 253. His love of his native 
country 259. His maſter's obſervations on theſe points 260 
c. Relates ſeveral particulars of the Yahoos 266. Cc. His 
_ cxconomy and happy life among the — * 277, 8. His 


. - great improvement in virtue by converlang with them 279, Fo. 
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© Gets notice that de wilt leave the-country- 261. Falls into a 
.  firqch Whrouſh gibt, but ſubmits 281; 2. © Contrives and Gniſhes 


a ande 283 to Er dec u veritare 288. His dangerous 
.. Yayage ib. Atrives at New Holland 20. Is wounded with an 
| arrow by one of the natives 286. Seized, and carried by force into 
2 Portugueſe ſhip . Civilly ae the captain 208. Anives 
3p England 391. veracity 292. deſign in publiſhing his 
© travels 293. Cenſures thoſe travelers who ſwerve from the truth 
ib. Clears bimſelf from any Gniſter ends in writing 294. Com- 
. mends his native country 29. Takes his leave ofthe reader 296. 
o he refolves to live for the future ib. Remarks 3 
"voyage 219, 32, 49, 70. ne See" buhnms, "Yahoo |! 
be author's A bur in _ 2 4 297, 8, n. How 
they were received in Eng n "Are a fatire-on 
. mankind 58. n. Of 5 0g — upon them 1 62. 
© When theſe travels were i. L. 88, 89 ein Hur 
Gull er, Jonathan, a true one in New England . 76 * 
Halifax, L. his character ii. 23. n. 
Hanover, of the py reſervation of the Proteſtant ſucceſſion is that 
« bouſe iv. 375. ſubſtance of the EleQtor's memorial 0 Q. 
| Anne 378. Remarks upon the memorial ib. 5 
Harcourt, Lord Keeper, his character il. 266 | Tory 
Harley, 5 Mr, the villanoas defign agzinft him in the bufinels of Grey 
. 247 99. 340. n. His character 267. Stabbed by Guiſcars 
"and big keroteat behrviour on-that ogeation-596, &c. An uni. 
mos concurrence between the Britiſh Whigs and French Papiſts 
ioft him 298, 9. See Guiſcard, Oxford 
. gion, of bis Oceana, ii. 46. n. His character as a writer viii 5 
Hasel upac 2 e with the deceitfulneſſ of his pers i. * 
Heathens, of their excelling in virtue i, 2660 N 
Hell; 2 picture of it in. 357, n een ei. 112 
lelſham, Dr, his character viii. 86 , A D081 viefe 
p, flax, Cc. of the bill for ſky the Hibe of it by a modus 
. Wa. A terrible circumſtance in the bill 316. The bill ſtrikes 
5 agsiuſt mag un charta 317. Objections to t 320 
VIII. I of bis conducł at the reformation viii. 231, 2 
Jercules, ſtory of his being ſet aſide for want of firevgth 115 n. 
Col. account oki. L. 63; 
Hind and. Panther, of that performance i, 46 
ory cenſured iv. 198,9 U 
pe anal moſt men i. 281. K TIE: of the 


bigs 251, 2 115 

ſe deſcribed viii. a7 17 70 
ouyphohnms, a voyage ee 219. Too of them 
56 1 228, IF hnm*s bouſe deſeribed 23 


_ "Their food 233, 4 48 or their tap e 236. 
©"notions of trut ark and fa falſehood 241. Their — maxim = 


The principal virtues _— ew id. Of their marri»pes 270; 1. 
Of their education 271. ereiſts of their youth 271, 2, 
* — at it about Cx 

tirpating 


de, genera ili w. 


IN DEX of the Paincirat MaTtTERS. 


Airpating the Yahoos 272, 3. Have no letters 274. nor uſe for 
- medicines 275. Their ill in aſtronomy ib. Excel in ib 
Of their buildings ib. Of their inſtruments 225,6. Of their age 
and death 276. The method and ſubjects of their converſation 
2279. How their decrees are named 281, See Gulliver, Yahoos. 
Hughes's works, a character of vii. 173 4h 
Humour, whether preferable to wit iii, 362 
Jack, who is meant by i..49- . How he reformed his coat 90. f. 
His zeal 93, 44 The names beſtowed upon him 94. His further 
adventures 125—134- See Brothers. Peter 
Jacobites, whether the Tories ate ſuch ii. 335. Cc. Their politi« 
cal creed iv. 376,7 ; 
James II. of his deſigns to introduce Popery iii. 274. Courts the 
Prelbyterians ib. Of the conduct of the church.clergy towards 
him 275. Of bis abdication i. 248. See Clergy, Preſbyterians 
Idiotiſm, thoughts on viii. 352 
Tgnorance the mother of ſuperſtition vii. 187 
Impeachments, accouat of the riſe of ii. 38 
Innattention cenſured viii. 136 
Indemnity, act of, the uſe and ſeaſonableneſs of it ii. 283. 330 
Independents, of the origin of iii. 270. Of the difference between 
them and the Preſbyterians 271. See Preſbyterians 
Infidelity, for what purpoſe embraced vii. 187 
Infidels, their.abſurd conduct i. 263 
Informers charaRteriſed viii. 20. n. 219. Encouraged under tyran- 
nical governments 20 
Ingratitude warranted by modern and ancient cuſtom viii. 218 
Injured lady's ſtory viii. 303. An anſwer to her 309 
1nſurance-offce deſcribed i. 72 
Intelligencer, by whom wrote iii. 359- n. viii. 143. The deſign of 
Interel. monied and landed, of ii. 187 (that paper iii. 360 
Johnſon, Mrs. See Stella _ | 
Ireland, agriculture diſcouraged. there iii. 6. 176. Paſturing of cat- 
tle promoted vii. 177. Contemptuoully treated by their chief go- 
vernors 13. The country-landlords expoſtulated with 14. Of « 
project for a bank 14, Should have the liberty of coining 30. 
By whom the chief offices are poſſeſſed 69. The people as free as 
thoſe of England 75. 112. Looked upon as ſavages by the Eng- 
liſh 76. Whether a dependent kingdom 94. 95. Of the peo- 
ple's loyalty to the King 108. The profit accruing from Ireland 
to England 433+ Cc. Of the ext inction of factions there 138, 9. 
How the kingdom may be improved 144, 5. A view of the tate 
thereof in 1727 168. The excellency of this piece 368. Its 
ſlate different now 175. n. An anſwer to a memorial of its poor 
inhabitants 176. An account of the parties in Ireland 244. By 
whom it was conquered 300. The clergy in worſe condition than 
thoſe, of England 314,15. Amount of the land-rent 315. The 
number of the people 324. Of the houſe of Commons 349. The 
Whiggiſh um of the Engliſh there accounted for viii. 29. The 
miſery of the kingdom 93. Few able to afford entertainments 
Vol. VIII. TP Ek : 
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| King. Dr Wm, his character iu. 237 
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159. Their clergy ſhould be promoted to biſhopricks 231, The 
value of gold lowered 269. Of the prevalence of impiety ib. The 


ks. RT cenſured 274. Advertiſement for the honour of the 


om 313. See Swift 
M propolal for the univerſal uſe of their manufacture iii. 5. 
The printer of this R proſecuted ib. n. 19. A character of 
this piece 6. n. rliament ſhould promote the Iriſh manu- 
| faQure 8. The bod + e's bias to Engliſh commodities 12. Advice 
to them 377. Their, miſeries deſcribed 378. Of their great loy- 
alty 148. See Swift 


| Jadgment, the day of, Gesel v. 347. The ſtrange leer of this 


prophecy amon the people 347, 8, &c. 
Jontos, of thoſe of 1h e Whigs i li 257. eee 


them and the 49 winiſt'y 282 

Juries, trials by; reflections on viii. 21. n. 

Key to the Lock v. 136, The author a Roman Cattiole 1 137. Of 
the management of his Popiſh friends ib. By the Lock is meant 
the barrier-treaty 138. The characters explained ib. Of the ma- 
chinery 140. Of the epiſodes 143, 4. Of the tendency of the 
poem to Popery 147. The general * apainſt the author 180 

ow he encouraged his 
clergy 211. A remarkable anecdote of i. L. 47. 49. n. | 

Kings, their promiſes often a kind of chaff i. L. 46. n. 

King of England. See England. That the King can do no wrong, how 

For Scotland, the high kick . 290 (to be underſtood i. 248 

Ladder an oratorial machine i. 40. What it is a ſymbol of 42 

Lady's drefling-room, a defence of that poem viii. 318 

Lagado town, and the country adjoining, a deſcription of iv. 163, 4 

of a country-houſe there 165. Of the academy 167. The arts 
_ wherein the profeſſors employ themſelves 168. c. A further ac- 
count of the academy 175 Cc. See Gulliver 

Laputa, the flying iſland, Gulliver's voyage to iv. 142. A deſerip- 
tion of the iſland 157. Of the humours of the inhabitants 149. 

The uſe of flappers ib. Of the King and his court 150. Of 

_ "their learning 150. Of their buildings 153, Of their faith in ju- 

© dicialaſtrolopy, and their diſpoſition to news and politics 154. 

Sud ect to . r and inquietudes 154, 5. An account of the wo- 

men 155. 6. Their diſpoſition to gallantry 156. Their improve- 

ments in aſtronomy 159, 60. The King's manner of ſuppreſſing 
© Inſurredtions 160, 1. See Gulliver. 

Law is a bottomleſs pit; or, The hiſtory of 1 Bull v. 755 85. 

See the contents of vol. J. | 

Law and ar deſcribed iv. 250,1 wha | BY 


Law. ſuit, the ſtrange end of one vil. 122 


Laws, of the arts to 2 them ii. 328. Our Jaws lacan, Aefee- 
tive in many inſtances 328, 9,30 

Legion club, of the offence taken at that viii. 279 

Letters, the pleaſure we take in reading them viii. 108. Several of 

the ancients wrote their letters in order to be publiſhed 175 


Liberty delined ii. 69. Of the liberty of the preſs yii. 2. In hee 
at 


INDEX of the PRiNeirat MATTERS. 


that of a nation conſiſts i. 25 1. That of conſcience, what it is 276 
Life, a narrative of every life uſeful i. L. 31. The utility of an ac+ 
- count of Swift's life ib. What is deſirable in the decline of it viii. 

77. Its laſt act a tragedy 252. Ho life is to be regarded 255 
Lilliput, a voyage to iv. 10. A deſeription of the Emperor's perſon 
and habit 22. of the diverſions of the court 31. of Mildendo, the 

' metropolis 38. of the palace 39. of the inhabitants 49. of their 

learning, laws, and cuſtoms, and the manner of educating their 
children 50. Cc. Of the factions in the ſtate 40, 1: Ground of 
- the difference between Lilliput and Blefuſcu 41, 42. Threatened 
with an invaſion from Blefuſcu 41. How the invaſion was pre» 
vented 44. 45. See Gulliver | | 
Lions, a dream about v, 359 2 
Literalia ſcheme of writing viii. 22323232 
Lock, key to it v. 136. See Key to the Lock | 
9 a ſatire on an inconſtant one viii. 277 pu, | 
genags, a voyage to iv. 202 How the people addreſs their King 
203. How nobles are put to death 204. A character of the 
. . Luggnaggians 205; A deſcription of the Struldbrugs or Immor- 
_ tals 206. Cc. See Gulliver | 
Lunacy, a- diſſertation. on viii. 348. Whenee it ariſes ib. Whence 
ſo called 370. Why fo epidemical in Britain and Ireland 351+ 
How to be guarded againſt 352. | See Madneſs | | 
Lying, political, a diſcourſe upon il. 192. The devil the father of 
lying ib. Of the improvements made in it 193- Of the birth 
and parents of political lying ib. Its mighty power 194. A great 
man famous for 195. Of the maxim, Truth will at laſt prevail 
196. A propoſal for printing the art of politieal lying v. 284 
Madneſs, its original uſe, Cc. i. 106. Reputation ſometimes ow 
ing to it viii. 349. Conval with mankind ib. Epidemical in Bri- 
tain, and why 351. Antidotes againſt it 352. See Lunacy . 
 Mahomet, of his being carried to heaven on an aſs i. 172 
Man, compared to a ſuit of cleaths i. 52. - Ignorant of bimſelf 295, 
be reaſons of this ignorance. 298. Advantages of one's being 
_ acquainted with himſelf 302. Man's mind at firſt a tabula — 

iv. 303 | 
Marlborough, D. of, his project to continue the war ii. 80. His 

ſuppoſed uneaſineſs from the late revolutions at court 188. Not 

ſo hardly uſed, as ſome people repreſent him 203. &c. Many of 
the examiners are perſonally aimed at him 392. n. The Dutc 
of Marlborough gets a large ſam out of Q. Anne's privy purſe 

209, 10 | | TR | 
Marriage, when it proves hurtful to a country iii. 339. Advice to a 

lady r vii. 205 | ** 
Marſeilles, Bp of, how he behaved during a vin. 172. n. 
Marſh, Primate, his character viii. 2 plague 
Martin, who is meant by i. 49. How he reformed his coat 89. go 

Maſons, female free, their letter to G. Faulkner viii. 323 
Mrath, ſtory of a Biſhop of i L. 116. n. 


Medley, the unexampled impudence and malice of its author, in ab- 
5 ; KR 2 uling 
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Mr Harley, and the ſpeaker of the houſe' of Commons ii- 
346. Se. The exceflive ignorance and ſtupidity of that ſeribbler 
349. The Examiner blames himſelf for having deſcended to „take 
notice of him and his brethren 379 | 
Memoirs of Scriblerns v. 3. of P Nen of this ' pariſh 152. See 
Memories, drinking to, a ftory deo i. L. 19 (eriblerus 
yn, true and falfe, the Na- genealogy and mne. 
2889 
Merlin's prophecy iv. 331. A character of this piece ib. n. 
Metamorphoſis of the ſexes, of that wonderful r. v. 126 
Miltiades, his misfortunes n. 212 
Milton, his character as a writer viii. 5 © : | 
Mind, a tritical eſſay on its faculties i iv. 1 FR : 
Miniſter, a character of a firſt one in . courts iv. n 
Miniſters of ſtate, their character viii. 26. 27 N 
Miniſtry, the difficulties obith the preſent encountered ik 2195 
Seandalouſfy abuſed and — by * Whigs 255, 6. 345. &e. 
What were to be expected if the late miniſtry were again in power 
258. The ſeverity of the late miniſtry, and the lenity of the pre- 
ſent, with relation to libels againſt them 258, 9. The latter ex- 
© tremely blameable 349. The late miniſters unfortunately 
Tor thoſe very qualities, which their admirers own they chiefly 
want 265. Preſent miniſters have their defects as well as virtues ; 4 
an account of both 266, 'The' late miniſters not obliged to the 
© "Whigs for their defence of them 279. The preſent miniſtry of 
_ the Queen's own perſonal voluntary choice 289. The miſerable 
— condition into which the late miniſtry.had brought the kingdom 370 
Mohocks, a wonderful prophecy of v. 339 | 
Money, what may be taken, and what not n. 27. An account of 
the decreaſe of its value 255. The great want of it in Ireland 
370. viii. cor, 2 A maxim about beving vii 90. 'A pi by 
286 A 
Moore, Mrs, a tte? u ber on the death of at amiable child vi 
Mortality and decay, reſſections on viii, 77 (285 
Mutual fubjedtion + explained is 266,7. How je ought. to be given 
268, 9. The advantages of it 270, 1, 2 
| key of thoſe of the Chriſtian religion i. 253. Of abet in 8b 
ture 260. The inutility of raifing di ies about 262. of . 
cf courts iv. 364 5 
| National debt of Ireland, a propoſal for raifing a fund for paying it 


n for an act of parliament for that pur poſe, ann 


the ſubject iii. 213 
Up oY" Yr vow N diſhonourableneſs to the king: 
ii. 235 
Nature does nothing in vain iv. 3200 ** 
Nobility, the neceſſity of keeping up the awe due to their birth 
and amily li. 3423 Univerlk y-cducation of noblemen greatly 
contributes to it ib. Of thoſe of Britain iv. 91 
Non reſiſtance and paſſive obedience deſcribed as charged by the 
E Zune 303. as e oy mne mo} 4 5 
- Obſeryator 


IND E KX of the Par1xncieart MaTtTess. 


2 — and Review, although contemptible wretches in them -- 
N 2 yet capadie of doing much miſehief among the vulgar ii. 


. club, why ſo called ii. 397 · n. | Advice to its a 396 

Old age, the temper proper for viii. 110 

Oldmixon, a party-ſcribler v. 328 n. | 

 Oligareby, E Anne's firſt miniſters ſo named ii. 325 648 

Opinion, the world governed by it iii. 304 

Orator, his machines deſcribed i. 39. 40. How he obtains attention 

to his harangues 40. Demoſthenes's opinion of his parts iv. 302 

Of the miſchief he does 303. Wherein his greateſt art conſiſts ib. 

Orators among us, who have attempted to confound both preroga- 
tive and law in their ſovereign's preſenee ii. 294 

Ormond, D. of, of his refuſing to fight the French ii. 80. 81 

Orpheus, the ſtory of his muſic accounted for v. ban: 153 5 

Orrery, -E. of, commended viii. 148, 32, 57 

Oſtraciſm defined i li. 41. n. 

* E. ot, reſeued Q. Anne from her captivity to the Whigs 
j. L. 54- How Swift was introduced to him 56. 58. Invited 
Swift to court 57. n. Had a real friendſhip for him 61. n. A 

 - myſterious ſtateſman 60. n. but open to Swilt 6x. Reproached 

with ſlowneſs 63. Of the miſunderſtanding between him and Bo- 
lingbroke 68. 69, Swift endeavours to reconcile them, but in 
| vain 69. 70. Of Swift's quarrel with him 71. His eharacter it. 

267. His character as & miniſter iii. 110. 228. Particulars in 
his character viii. 100. See Guiſcard, Harley, Swift 

Palatines, thoſe who brought them over, enemies to the wag 
li. 341 

Pa iſts — P , whether the Whigs or Tories are their openeſt 
— DR 5. Of the deſigns of the Papiſts to deſtroy the 
Proteſtant religion iii. 296, Are weak at preſent 297. Always 
friends to monarchy 301. and Whigs ib. Have a title to the 
name of Proteſtants ib. Of their conduct in the grand rebelliow 

302, 3. In what they agree with other diſſenters 306, 7. They 

| offered to ſurrender kehad- to- the Duke of Lorrain 30g. See 
Po 

Parlament, the zeal of the Whigs for the late parliament and mini- 
ſtry ii. 188. The neecſſity there was of changing both 192. 
217, 18. The diflicultics of thoſe changes 253,.4 The preſent 

. parliament choſen entirely by the inclination of the people, with- 
out the influence of the court 253. The excellent character of 
the preſent parliament 310. and of the preſent ker of the 
houſe of Commons 312. The many great things by chem 
in their firſt ſeſſion 361 -' -- 

Parnaſſus, the difference between its ancient and modern poſſeſſors i i. 

Partition · treaty, ' ob it ii. 10 (144 

Partridge, John, the almanack-maker, his death foretold iv. 310. 
An account of his death 3 15. His vindication of himſelf after his 
ay d death 318. and account of the proceedings of Mr Bicker 

againſt him 319. Mr Bickerſtaff%s-anfwer 328 b 1 


— KK 3 Parts, 


IN DE X of the ne Marzzns. 


Parts, great, r 
Party: Party averſions — 2 in > were e oo folly of 
them ii. 291, 2. eſpecially among the women 291. The genea - 
-- logy of party or faction 292: Reflections on party viii. 63. Ad- 
vice againſt party-writing 64. _ tho influence and conſequences 
of parties ii. 48. 49 
* 2 the gales of ifs vi 320. The eſſects of che tender paſ- 
ns 112 
Palfive obedience and don-eeliſlance, as charged by he Whigs i. 
-  303,/45-profeſſed-and practiſed by the Tories 304. Of the con- 
on of the church-of England clergy as to thoſe doQrines i. 243. 
be object to whom paſſive 1 44 — 
verument, Non-refſtance: | - 
Paſtors, the qualiſicafions proper for vii. 237; 8 
Peace, a general, who thoſe: are that are averſe from ii. 189. Of the 
- unreaſonable and imprafticable conditions impoſed upon the French 
by the late miniſtry 249. Advantageous terms of peace rejected 131. 
Ol the vote againſt any peace without the reſtitution of Spain 133. 
The neceſſity of making a peace with France 140, 1. A peace, 
whether bad or goed, neceſſary to fave Britain i. L. 62 | 
of their natural bent and inclination ii. 252. The difference 
- between that and a ſudden popular madneſs r 
eiful difpabtion-of the Eugliſh populace 295 
Pericles; his character and fate il. 22 
„ ern li. 306. The wonderful Guitars of the 
word 247 
Perſons ſametimes ſo connefted with things that it is impoſſible to ſe- 
Petaliſm defined ii. 41- n. (patate them ii. 19 
Peter, who is meant by i. 49. 53. n. Of bis action 53. Ejects 
his maſter's heirs 60. Aſſumes titles 70. His various inventions 
570.75. His copy of a pardon 75. How his projects were re- 
-ecived 75. 76. Turns his brothers Martin and Jack out of doors 
77. Refuſes them drink ib. Paulms bread upon them for fleſh 
aud wine 77, 5,9. Inſtances of his extravagance 79. 80. Dif- 
4 Tn and kicks them out of doors 80,1. Ser 
Brothers 
Peterborow, E. of, 2 man of great wit viii. 36. A vagrant 116. 
Im patient to fee Swift 204. Cured of ſome mental diſcales in his 
old age . His temper deſcribed 205. The capriciouſbeſs of 
fortune to him ib. How Lord Oxford's miniſtry wrote to him 
206. His illneſs and death 174. See Pope | 
| Petition of the party-writers to the _ eee ii. 36 5 
' Mr, account of vii. 30 
Philoſophers opinions cenſured iv. 300, 1 of their bal 505 
Phocion a complete ſtateſman ii. 25 | 
"Phyſicians deſcribed iy. 255 6. An extraordinary confuliation of 
. Fopr vin. 3i1 WW: + | 
Phy ; what one pronounced of Socrates i. 309 v. 
Pickle. intel, Peter's i, 72 


Pikingrov, Jun, how the uns introduced br 2. 
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Her account of ſome particulars of his life and character 129.—139 | 
Piſtarides, his character iii. 186, 7, 8 | ' 
Plantations, the cauſe of ſo many tranſmigrations thither iii. 375, 6. 
The ſhameful negleR of religion in the plantations ii. 354 
Pleaſure relative to a favourite 1. L. 61. The pleaſure of being abu · 
. ſed in company with worthy men viii. 84 13323 
Poets follow the cout viii. 18. Their ill ſucceſs 33 | 
Polite converſation, the deſign of that tract vii. 245. n. How col- 
. lected 246, 7. This treatiſe complete on the ſubject 247. All 
the wit genuine and ſterling 249. How this treatiſe may become 
_ univerſally uſeful ib. This treatiſe is a treaſury of uſeful know- 
ledge 249, 50. Schools propoſed to be ſet up for teaching it 250. 
This treatiſe to be uſed as a pocket e ame 251. Old phraſes 
preferable to the new 252. For whom this work is calculated 254. 
Odjections againſt defects anſwered 255, 6. The two heroes in 


te dialogues 262. The firſt dialogue 271. The ſecond 3 10. 
+ Thethind 3 | 70 

Political lying, propoſals for printing a diſcourſe of v. 290. See 
- Lyin | | = 


Politicians, on what occaſions. they may be uſeful iv. 363 N 
Politics, a maxim in them not to be controlled iii. 276. 
ib. Nothing but common ſenſe iv. 363. What they have pro- 
duced ib. Ever fluctuating viii. 31 | DEITY 
Pope, 'Mrs, ber character vii. 9 POST 
Pope, Mr, his character viii. 2. His character as a writer 6. A 
contraſt between him and Dr Swift 2. An uninterrupted friend- 
- ſhip between them 2.3. Of their ſeparation 4. Pope's love and 
memory of Swift 16. Reproves his miſanthropy 48. Reprets 
his departure from England -54. His warm withes to him 35. 
| Regrets his ſecond departure 66. His high opinion of Bolingbroke 
and Swift as writers 183. Wiſhes to pals his laſt days with Swift 
189. His humorous letter on changing his religion 10. Re- 
marks on bis Homer 15. Turns the calumnies caſt on bim into 
„ Taillery 17. Of his enemies and his religion 18. His intimate com- 
puanions 35. The manner of h's life and converſation 36. 132. 
His tender conſtitution 53. The various ſchemes of his friends 
and his own 56, 7. Meets with a fad accident60; n. A charac- 
ter of his Dunciad 74. His deſign in that poem 77. Contented 
with his condition 95. Of his writing as a wit 104. Of the ſtyle 
of his letters ib. Of his paſt friendthips 106. His thoughts of 
. penſion and preferment 106,7. How he is aſſected to the govern- 
ment 107. Of his religion ib. His account of his mother x11. 
Out of conceit with the world 114. His diſtaſte of party-writings 
ib. Of his ailments 131. Cautions againſt party-fpirit in writing. 
132. Of his poem on the uſe of riches 148. His care of Mr 
Gay's memory and writings 149. Thinks often of mortality ib. 
Of the fate of his writings, and the deſign of them 153. Com- 
pared to a hermit 155. Of a libel againſt him 156, 63. His 
temper of mind after his mother's death 161, His reflections on 
| the behaviour of a worthleſs man 163. Has a watch bequeathed 
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to bim by- Lord Peterborow 174. His plan for the ad book of e- 
: thic epiſtles, and what retarded-the execution of it 179. The u- 
. - tility of his moral writings 1 86. His account of ſome new friends, 
and of what fort they-are 187, 8. The preſent circumſtances of 
bis life and his companions 189. Some paſſages in his letters ob- 
to in Ireland 192. Swift's opinion of 193. His key 
. See Key to the Lock. See 
8 oy 


Popery, an humorous propoſal for preventing the growth of i. 306. 


Ablurd in. 278. Ireland not in danger from ib. Whether Eng- 
* from Vit 239. See en Papiſt, Sacra- 
men 


7 Poſterity, Prince, the tale of a tub dedicated eo i 21. How uſed by 


his 21. 22. 23. The tale of a tub offered to him as a 
ſpecimen of learning. politeneſs,” and wit 25 - 

Power, — of ix 9. 10. What is meant by a balance of po 
10. 11. Whether power is ſafer * in many hands than one 
14. What requiſite to preſerve a balance of ib. Of attempts to 
break the balance in all ” 16. mee on the balance 
_ Ho on that in England 43. ther the legiſlative power 

may be reſiſted i. 244. Whether the people of a country — 

the power of altering the ſueceſſion 251. See Government 

Preachers, what perſons have been iii. 291 

Predictions for 1708 iv. 305. N 147 apmayeenery piece ih. a. Ser 


4 Partridpe- - 

Prefaces, ſpecimens of i, 30. 3 5 

8 ihe meaning of that word ii. bo. Lord Bacon's opinion 

it 65 . 

3 firſt ſty led Puritans ii. 269. ee Preſdyterians 
279 · | Wherein: they difler from Independents 271. Theſe two 
ſelis called diſſenters 272. Of their inſtrumentality in re 
K. Charles II. ib. Of their oppoſition to K. James II. 273, OF 
- their eſpouling the cauſe of the Prince of Orange 276. Are ene 

mies to monarchy 281, 2. Againſt liberty of conſcience 282. 
Ol their opinion about the ſacramental teſt ib. Of the difficulties 

they would meet with if the teſt were repealed 288, 9. Are ene · 


mies to the eſtabliſhed church vii. 237. See Diſlenters, Papiſts, 


Puritans, Sacramental teſt 


Preſent, the making of one requires great judgment viii 63 


Fa, whether moſt oppoſed by the Whigs or Tories ii. 338. 
The great uſe which the Whigs have always made of him 201. 
„ 2564. There are many pretenders to the Britiſn crown 78. Of 
. the danger of the pretender's getting the crown 88. 69. Whether 
EL „Aune's tniniflers had any deſign to bring him in iv. 375. None 
cad him ſo much as the Engliſh Roman. Catholics ib. His cha- 
| racter 376. See Anne, Miniſtry 
Fiide, the houſe of; the deſcription of it, built he a famcns mo- 
4 e n 384 Human pride cenſured iv. 


Proud, oc Babs is the natural taſte of man, 2222 | 


\ 
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' the preſent age v. 62. Its neceſſity phyſically configered 63. 
That theie N. an art in the profund 64. Ot the true genius for 
it, and by what it is conſtituted 66. of the ſeveral kinds of ge- 
-- niuſes in it, and + marks and characters of each 70. Of the 
profund, when it conſiſts in the thought 72. . Of it, conſiſting i in 
the circumſtances; and of amplification and paraphraſe i in general 
75. Of imitation, and the manner of imitating 78. Of tropes 
2 figures; and firſt of the variegating, confounding, and rever- 
figures 81. Of the magnifying and diminiſhing figures 86. 
of Of expreſſion, and the ſeveral forts of ſtyle of the preſent age 92. 
A project for the advancement of the bathos 99. How to make 
dedications, panegyrics, or ſatires 101. See * ' 
Prolocutor, Sce Convocation | 
Proſtitute, common, ſtory of one iii. 288 
Public affairs, free thoughts on the preſent ſtate of * 362 
Pulpit, an oratorial machine i. 38, 39. What it is a ſymbol of 42 
Punning, God's revenge againſt v. 336 
Purgatory defined i. 70. 71 
Partans what miſchief they have done iii, "ey Are worſe than 
Papiſts ib. See Preſbyterians 
Queen, the behaviour of the Whigs towards her ii. 223. Her royal 
2 to the church 234. Her een virtues 234-353» 
ne 
Queenlberry, D. of, her Ade! vill, 116. Her charaQter 
142, 8. See the contents of vol. 8. ; 
Quilca, its blunders, deficiencies, &c. viii. 316 
 Raillery, how received in Athens and England i. 34 
Rape of the Lock, the dangerous tendency of that poem to govern 
ment and religion v. 136. See Key to the Lock 
Raymond, Dr, Story of his race with Dr Swift i. L. 119 
Reaſon not to be too much relied on in religion i. 262 
Reaſons againſt the bill for viewing drugs v. 296 {4 
Recorder, the qualifications of one iii. 352 | Af 
Reformation, how embraced in England iii. 30 
Reformation of manners, how to be brought about viii. 109, IO» 
Religion, a project for the advancement of i. 206. Characters of 
this piece ib. n. The low ſtate of religion in England 208. In 
the power of the prince to bring it into credit 210. Of the influ- 
ence of example 211. Of reforming the army 214. the univerſi- 
ties 215. the inns of court 216. of the behaviour of the clergy 
ib. Ot the juſtices of peace 218, 19. Of the ſtage 219, The 
neceſſity of a reformation 221. Of a reformation in London 
223. Of the general prevalence of fraud 224. Of the penury of 
churchet 225.——Seiitiments of a church of- -England man 'con- 
- cerning religion i. 228. Characters of this piece ib. n. His ſen- 
timents as to epiſcopacy 232. rites and ceremonies, Cc. ib. tole- 
ration 233. the clergy 236. ſchiſm 238 Too much ſtreſs not 
to de laid on reaſon in religious matters i. 261. The - wiſhes of 
men that religion were not true, a proof of its truth ib. When a 
; reformation ought to be made in religion iii. 285, What * 
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Rumney, E. of, bis character i L. 2 
Randle, Dr, his character viii. 173 n nt wth ee e 
Sacheverel Dr, the good conſequences of his impeachment ii. 251. 
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zefully; neglected in the plantations ii. 354 


4.” 


Republican politics infinitely diſhonourable and miſchievous to this 
- Kingdom. 232. | The poorneſs and narrowneſs of ſpirit which is 
-Janed" with chem 2 (1, + ala " 
Reſiſtance, whether lawful i. 


244+ See Government, Power 


Retirement and-exerciſe,. thoughts on vin. 123. ]; 
Review. See Obſervator oo 

Revolution, | the nature of a thorough one ii. 233 · Of revolution- 
% 28 338,9. The Whig maxim concerning revolutions 339. 


revolution, and ; the; abdication of James II. i. 248, 9 


Reynard the.fox,: of the hiſtory. of i. 12 , 
Right, hereditary, preferable to election i. 246. Of a kingdom be- 


ing a prince*s birthright 237. Right may be transferred by the 
legiſlative: power 248. Thoſe u ho, in one ſenſe, affirm the Queen's 


- right to be indefesſible, are guilty of no crime ii. 20 
Rivers, L. curſed the Examiner i. L.'63-n. _ | 

© Robber, u picture of the life of one iii. 356, 7 
Rocheſter,.. E. of, his character ij. 267. Behaved himſelf, in K. 
- James II.” time, at leaſt as well as the Earl of Godolphin 280. 
|. Some particulars of his ebarsQet 3144 
Nome, account of the diſſenſions between the patricians and ple · 


* * 


beians ii. 27. 38, Of the power of the commons under the kings 


ag. under abe conſuls 29. 30. Of the practices of the Gracs 


chi 34. Of thoſe of Marius, Sylla, Pompey, and Cæſar F 
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The pious deſign of thoſe! who, impeached him. for the good of 
the church 243. The hopes of the Whigs and Fanatics from it 


279 A ren Re 
Sacramental teſt, the deſign of the Whigs to aboliſh it, and how that 


hopeful project miſcarried i 241. The diſſentets arguments for 


Betting it repealed in Ireland ii. 239. Anſwered 239, * The 
7 Print objection - againſt repealing it 241. That the repeal would 
bring the Scots into Ireland ib. Introduce diſſenters into all offices 
and places 242. The body of the nation againſt the repeal 244. 
_ Anſwer to the arguments offered to ſhew the advantages of it 245. 
. The Preſbyterians plea of merit for taking the teſt off 
. conſidered iii. 268. Of their inſtrumentality in the reſtoration of 
K Charles II. 272. Ot their ſervices againſt the dangerous de- 
ſiens of K. James IL. 273+ Of their behaviour on rumours of 
in vaſions by the pretender 277. The vanity of their applications 
to get the teſt aboliſhed: 280. Whether the teſt be a proſtitution 
of the ſacrament 282.—— The advantages propoſed by repealing 
the teſt, conſidered iii. 285, The project inconſiſtent 287. That 
it would open a way to all diſſenters to get into offices and places 
b. Would occaſion a ſtruggle between thoſe of the eſtabliſhed 


erh end the Preſbyteriavs 288. What dificlies he later 
"- | * 
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| would meet with 299. Of the diſſenters being diſabled to receive 
church preferments 291. —— Queries relating to the teſt in. 294. 
Dessous for repealing it in favour of the Catholics — 301. 
See Papiſts. See Preſbyterians u 
Mt Lan how accounted of in the church of Kiba vit bbs AED 
St John, Mr, his excellent character ii. 268. Ser Po 
Satchels, the fable of the two iv. Jon. 
Satire better received than panegyrie i. 34. 144 
1 how they treat the world i. 32 | ' 
D. of, claimed the Engliſh crown ii. 78. | What he gained 
"who are ſuch i. 239 (by the war 87 
Scienor and arts, from whom firſt derived v. 117 How philoſo. 
- phers propagated them through! different nations 118 
Scots nobility, of their number, poverty, &c. ii. 74 
Scottiſh kirk againſt liberty of conſcience iii, 308 | 
Scriblerus, Martinus, his perſon and dreſs deſcribed v. * Of his 
father 7. Of his mother 8. How he was begot 9. The care 
taken of him before he was born 10. What prodigies attended 
his birth 11. His father's ſpeech over him at the hour of bis 
birth 12. What befel the ſon and his ſhield, on the day of the 
chriſtening 14. Of his ſation and nutrition in bis infancy 17. 
Of the firſt rudiments of his learning 19. His father's diſſerta- 
tion on play-things 22. In what exerciſes he was educated 24. 
Cc. How he becamea great critic 42. Of his uncommon prac- 
tice of phyſic, and how be applied himſelf to the diſeaſes of the 
mind 43. His preſcription for the caſe of a young nobleman at 
court 46, 7. How he endeavoured to find out the feat of the ſoul, 
and of his correſpondence with Freethinkers 49. Of his ſucceſſion, 
and ſome hint of his travels 54. Of his diſcoveries and works 575 
[His treatiſe on the profund, or art of ſinking in poetry v. 60. See 
— His ſpecimen caſtigationum in FEncidene v. 110 (Profund 
His annus mirabilis v. 126 | (Ea n 
— Specimen of his reports v. 132 | 
Secrets, political, 'of iv. 364: Whether a Fania ſecrecy be 
of any advantage to a miniſter 366 
Sects, for what reaſon tolerated i. 233 
Self-love, the motive of human actions viii. 2 58 
Seneca's character viii. 53 | 
Senſitive beings, inattention to their felicity reproved iv. 79. n 
Servants, directions to vii. 344. to the butler 356. to the cook 366; 
to the footman 372. to the coachman 383: to the groom —— 
to ſtewards 389. to the porter 390. to the chambermaid ib. 
the waiting maid 394. to the houſe maid 397. to the 1 
400. to the childrens maid ib. to the nurſe 401. to the lawndreſs 
ib. to the houſekeeper ib to the tutoreſs or governeſs ib. The 
duty of ſervants at inns 402 
Sharp, Abp, of his behaviour to Dr Swift i. L. 56 
Sheridan, Bp, an anecdote about i. L. 55. n. 
Sheridan, Dr, his character i, L. 101. ii. 187. viii. 293, 4. n. 
Beneficed by Lord Carteret, and made his chaplain jii. 182. —_ 
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de loſt his chaplainty ib. viii. 233, 83. Directed how to behave 
den hispreferment viii. 228, 9. Of his tranſlation of Perſius 247, 8. 
- .  - Had the cacoetbes ſeribendi 283. n. His addreſs to Apollo 284. n. 
Shrew „D. of, his character ii. 267 to (See Swift 
_ Sidney, | his chaaQer as a writer vni. g hh 
Slavery, in hat it conſiſts ub 97 Þ . 
Soldiers, their proper province, and the nature of their office ii. 227. 
Sr. Charon's ſpeech to one when wafting him over Styx 232. 
Their zeal for the late miniſtry, and their-good reaſon for it 245. 
ce. No ſoldiers ſo ill diſciplined as the Britiſh, and why i. 214. 
Of che vices prevalent among them ib. How they may be te- 
formed ib. Of their pernicious example vii. 200 ee 
Sommers, Lord, dhe Tale of a Tub dedicated to i. 16. His cha · 
racter 18. ili. 118788 ane W * 
Spirit, a diſcourſe concerning its mechanical operation i. 171 
Sprat, Bp, his character as a writer viii. 5 | 1133 
Stage, @ project for the advancement of it v. 106 
Stage-itinerant, an oratorial machine i. 40. What it is a ſymbol of 
State, evidences of the approaching ruin of one ii. 44 "£42 
Stella, alias Mrs Joboſon, ber parentage i. L. 52. Got a legacy 
from Sir Wm Temple ib. Invited | to Ireland by Dr Swift 51. 
Ker declared reaſon for leaving England 52. Other. reaſons ſu- 
. . ſpeed ib. Addreſſed in marriage by a gentleman ib. How the 
tiesty was broke off 5 3. n. Of her reclule life ib. Wrote to by 
_ - | Swift" every fortnight when. in London 61. Directed his enter- 
- tainments on-public days,81-; Married to Swift 83. but lived each 
in ſeparate houſes ih. Reaſons why, ſhe was not acknowledged to 
de his wife ib. n. 97. n. Account of her death 96. Her amiable 
character 96, 7. Of Swift's conduct as to his marriage 98. Stel- 
Isa regretted his conduct ib. Deſtroyed by the liarity of ber 
is fate 99. Reflections On Swift's conduct to Ste ib. A further i 
Account of her character, marriage, death, 4c. viii. 253, 91, 2, 3. 
Her bons mots 295. Prayers made for her in her laſt ſickneſs 
. | 201--295-- Anecdotes relating to her and Dr Swift 3 56. See Swift 
© Stockjobbers, their practiſes in 1720 v. 333. n. See Bank 5 
-Stopford, Mr, promoted by Loid Carteret iii. 195. His charaQter 


viii. 64 . | 
s or immortals deſcribed iv. 206,-214, See Gulliver 
Stupidity, of what uſe vii. 110 | | n, 
Sweetheart, Swift's, ſtory of i. L. 111 "I TY 
Swift, the family of, ancient i. L. 21. Account of Bernam, alies 
Cavaliero Swift ib. 32. of Mr William Swift 20, 1. 32. His wife's 
character 22. 32. Her ſon Thomas diſinherited ib. Thomas dif- 
tinguiſned bimſelf in loyalty to K. Charles I. 23. Mortgaged his 
. eſtate to raiſe money for the King 33. An artifice by which he 
deſtroyed a party of the rebels ib. Of his ſufferings 24. 33. Ac- 
© count of his ſons 25. 33. 34. of Jonathan Swift father to Dr 
Swift 26. 34+ Married Mrs Abigail Eick 26. 34. This lady's 
Character 34. n- By whom ſupported after her buſband's death 
35+ The Doctor's birth 26. Stolen to Whitchayen 26. 3 5. =—_ 
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| read 27. 35. Stopped of his degree at Dublin for 
2 Early contracted a giddineſs in bis 
head 27; 40, 1. Takes holy orders, and goes to Ireland 29. Re- 
ſigus his living, and returns to Sir Wm Temple ib. Left a lega- 
cy by Sir William ib. Applics to K. William for preferment, but 
rejected 29, 30. How treated by Lord Berkeley 30. Gets two 


L b li I ib, 
ge — an account of his life: The aceount uſeful and 


entertaining i. L. 32. The riſe of the ſtory of his having been 
born in England 35, 6. Of bis being eſtcemed a natural ſors of 
Sir William Temple 36. Of Sir William's munificence to him 
36. 46. Little regarded at the univerſity 37. A comical adven- 
ture between him and a ſailor 37. n. NegleQted his ſtudies at the 
univerſity 38. Admitted to his degree ſpeciali gratta ib. A hard 
ſtudent afterwards ib. Received into Sir Wm Temple's family 
39. Was very familiar with K. William ib. Offered a prebend 


by him ib. His embalſly to court cured him of vanity 40. His 


hard ſtudy, and method of exerciſe 47. Takes degrees at Ox- 
ford ib. A copy of the certificate of his degree 42. Aſſiſted Sir 
William Temple in reviſing his works 43+ Quarrels with Sir 


Wilham 43. 44. His comical manner of travelling 44. Gets a 


living in Ireland 45. but ſoon reſigned it, and returned to Sir Wm 
Temple ib. Wrote the battle ot the books in honour ot Sir Wil- 
liam Neglected by K. William ib. Diſappointed of being 


6. 
- E<eretary to i u-. 17, and of the deanery of Derry ib. 
+ Preferred to two rectories in Ireland 48: Quarrels with his ſiſter 


for marrying a tradeſinan 48. 49. In danger of burning the caſtle 


of Dublin 50. Strongly attached at firſt to a religious life ib. In- 
. Nances of his religious turn 1. The ſtory of his clerk Roger ib. 
Invited Stella to Ireland ib. See Stella. Took his Doctor's degree 
54. Though educated among the Whigs, yet attaches himſolf to 


the Tories ib His conference with Bp Sheridan 55. n. When 
he renounced his reſolution to excel as a preacher 56. Diſappoint- 
ed of a biſhoprick ib. The occaſion of his acquaintance with Mr 
Harley ib. On this he deſerts the Whigs 57. n. In high favour 
with the Tory miniſtry 58. Their advocate and champion 59. 60. 
Whether he was truſted by them 61, 2. Account of one of his 
conferences with Mr Harley 62. Swift's thoughts of the October 
elub ib. How he reproved Lord Oxford for flowneſs'63 Of the 
freedom of his behaviour to them 64. Foreſees their ruin, if 
a: peace did not take place ib. Of his piece intitled, The conduct 


. of the-allies 64, 5, 6. Wrote the hiſtory of the four laſt years 
of Queen- Anne 67. Made Dean of St Patrick's ib. Why be 


Vol. VIII. 


did not get a biſhoprick in England ib. Endeavours in vain to 
reconcile the miniſtry 68. 69. 70. Remarks on his political be- 


haviour 70, 1, 2. Of his political principles 74. An advocate for 
the Whigs 75. Of his acquaintance with Miſs Vanhomrigh ib. 


Was her preceptor 76. Declines an offer of marriage made by 
her ib. How he was received in Ireland 77: 78. Gf his diſap= 


Pointments 29. Of his * 89, Of his cocleſiaſtical 


conduct 
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conduct 81. $2. Of his private employment and amuſements 8 2 
5 Marries Stella 83. Of their manner of life after the marriage ib. 
fx - Refules to marry Mis Vanhomrigh 85. Whether Swift had a eri- 
5 minal correſpondence with her 86. 87. See Vanbomtigh. When 
| he wrote Gulliver's travels 88. How he became the patriot of 
- Ireland 89. Of his character of Drapier, againſt Wood's half. 
pence 90. A reward offered for diſcovering the author of the Dra- 
| Pier's 4th letter 91. Of his behaviour to his amanuen fes 91 92. 
| Of his great influence in Jreland 92. 93. n. His familiarity with 
| Lord Carteret 93. 94. Sometimes went to England to viſe Mr. 
Tope 94. Offercd a ſettlement in England, but declined it ib. 
=. "Treated civilly by Q. Caroline 95. Of his diſlreſs on hearing of 
—_— - Stella's illneſs 96. Of his. behaviour to her as his wife 97, 98. 
#3 Obſervations on his conduct 99. See Stella. Lived folitary at- 
a ter het death 99. Whether his houſe was a ſeraglio of virtuous 
| women 10% 1. Of the levity in his writings 101. Of his inti- 
. mate fr iendſhip with Dr Sheridan 101, 2. Threatened with bo. 
* du barm by Beteſworth a lawyer 102. An aſſociation made in 
| His favour ib. His ſpeech when the affocidtion was preſented to 
him 103. Of his fits of giddineſs ib. Would never wear ſpec. 
tacles 104- Inſtances of his being weary of life ib. Of his inti- 
mate friendſhip with Mr Pope to5. Account of the depravation 
of his underſtanding, memory, &c. 105.— 107. His death and 
burial 107. His character as a companion 108. Excelled in tell- 
23 | ing a ſtory 109. Liked to have ladies in component „ 
3 ther he was more open to admonition or flattery 110. Of his taſte 
= - - of. muſic ib. His character as a maſter 111. Of his regard to a 
faithful ſervant 112. His character as a member of civil ſociety 
113. Of his charities ib. Remarks on his charities 113, 14. 
Of his infirmities 114, 15. His character as an ecclchiaſtic 116. 
Reproved the Biſhop of Meath ib. n. Abborred hypocriſy 118. 
Story of his race with Dr Raymond 119. His regularity in life 
220. His ſingularities 120, 1. His perſonal character 121. The 
. viilicy of the account of bis life 122. Lord Orrery's character of 
bim #5. Mr Deane Swift's character of him 124. Mrs Pilking- 
1 tons 129. A criticiſm on his proſe writings 14 1. on his poctical 
_ * pieces vi. 1. on his letters viii. 1. - | 
1 ——- How Dr Swift bchaved at a Lord Mayor's feaſt viii. 2. His 
character as a wiiter 4. Preferable to other Engliſh writers 5. 
Remarks on his letters 6. Had too much wit 11. Conjectures 
about his retirement after the Queen's, death 13. His concern at 
the violence of party 15. His manner of living and fituation in 
Ireland 15. 42. 78. 9. 90. 123. His apology for his conduct and 
- writings after-Q Anne's death 20. His political principles 22. n. 
Was a champion for Ireland 21. 22. n. On what his political 
inciples are founded 22. n. Ol his retirement after the Queen's 
death 22. 23. Of his hiſtory of the four laſt years of Q. Anne 
23. 201. Of his endeavours to reconcile the mi 26. 201, 2. 
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Popiſh ſucceſſor 29. How affected to the revolution ib. Againſt 
ſtanding armies 30. For annual parliaments ih. Againſt a mo. 
neyed intereſt in oppoſition to the landed ib. His opinion of ſuſ- 
nding laws ib. Condemned to Ireland 32. How he reconciled 


imſelf to it 33. How his memory is revered in England 35. 


His notions of retizement 40, 1. of friendſhip 41. Prepares his 
travels for the preſs 44. His ſcheme of miſanthropy ib. His 
miſanthropy obliquely reproved 48. A further account of his 
miſanthropy 50. Aſſiſts in degrading a perſon who coupled beg- 
gars 62. His eharacter of his poems 64. Pleaſed with his miſ- 
cellany ib. Advice given him in the manner of Montaigne 74. 
Deſpiſes the world 76. Looks upon Bolingbroke, Pope, and him- 
ſelf, as a peculiar triumvirate 79. The cauſe of his patriotiſm 80. 
Wrote notes on the Dunciad 82. His reflectious on that 

82, 3. How he ſpent his time at Sir A. Acheſon's 85. Thought 
often of death 87. 100. 55. In love with la. hagatelle 87. Iriſh 
' traſh charged on him ib. The ſtory of a wall he built 88. His 
notion of ceconomy_ 89. His ſentiments of the times 90. Of his 
love of fame and diſtinction 91, 2. His friendſhip and love for 
Mr Pope 92. Accounts of his giddineſs 92. 93. 123. Of his 
drawing characters 96. Cenſured for his writings 126, 7. n. Of 
rac. þ on his death 128, Of his writing fa $ I35« < 

writing the Intelligencer 143. Of ſome pieces publiſhed as his 145. 
Laments Mr Gay's death 147, 62. See Gay. Diſclains the 


the Iriſh edition of his works was printed 157. Condoles Mrs 
Pope's death 159. Of the pleaſures of his converſation 169. La» 


ments the deaths of Dr Arbuthnot and My Gay 171, Of the of- 


fence taken at his and Pope's writings 172. Of his charities 174. 


- Of his popularity in Ireland 176. Inveighs againſt corruption ib. 


Complains of being forſaken by bis female friends 178. Deſires to 
be mentioned in Pope's ethic epiſtles 181. His high opinion of 
Lord Bollingbroke 194. The grounds of his quarrel with Sir 


William Temple 197. His regard to the Earl of Oxford 200, 3. 


Diſtinguiſhes between his Lord(hip's public and private character ib. 
The deſign of his hiſtory 203. Of his agenting the cauſe of the 
Iriſh clergy 212.—217. Of the correſpondence between him and 


the Archbiſhop of Dublin 217, 47, 8, 9. Zealous againſt the pre- 
tender 220.. Recommends Iriſh clergy to preferment 232. How 


far he was obliged to Sir William Temple 239. His behaviour up- 


on hearing of Stella's illneſs 243, 51, 2. Was the cauſe of writing 


the Dunciad 260. His ſentiments of courtſhip and marriage 289,90. 


His prayers for Stella in her laſt ſickneſs 291, 4. His laſt will 333. 
The will drawn up in his peculiar manner ib. n. Remarks on bis 
monumental inſcription 334. n. Reaſon of his acquaintance with 


Worral 341. Accounts of the melancholy condition of his mind 


and underſtanding 343 —346. of his ſickneſs and death 346, 7. 
of his legacies 347. Of à monument erected to his memory 


354 — Of the indelicacy in his writings vi. 3. 341. n. Vii. 1. n. 


3. . As a poct compared with Horace vi. & Was a great admi« 
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ver of Ariſtotle v. 194; f. u. His miſanthropy intolerable 219. n. 
His voyage to the Houyhnbums an inſult upon mankind 222. n. 
Several of bis writings cenſured vii 346. n. Anccdotes relating 
to him and Stella vii 256 fo 1 ae 
Swift. Mr Deane, his character viii. 279 
Tacking, the word explained ii. "17, n. 
Tale of a Tub, a ſatire onthe corruptions in'religion and learning 
2. No opinion in it/contrary to religion and morality ib. Ce- 
the chureh of England 3. An irony runs through it 5. 
Wrote only for men of wit and taſte 13. How it came to be pu- 
bliſhed 20. Vorious cenſutes paſſed upon it 37, No intended in- 
ſult againſt Chriſtianity ib. Cas 
Talents, the misfortune attending great ones viii. 100 
Femperance commended viii. 81 = | | 
Temple, Sir William, entertained Dr Swift i. L. 27. Truſted bim 
with affairs of "great importance ib. Eſteemed by K. William 
27. 28. Left Swift a legacy, and the care of publiſhing his poſt- 
is education 


7 Works 29. Whether Sir Williams ſupported bis 
"36: 43. See swift. His character as a writer viii. 5 


Theatres, a refinement in their contrivance and ſtructute i, 41 

eter, - ecelefiaſtic, its deſeription and uſe i. 309 | 

n, Edward, wrote in defence of a general exciſe iii. 349 

Thoughts on various ſubjefts iv. 383. v. 161. viii. 297 | 
ical number i. 39 1 (condolence viii. 74 


Tiberius, Emperor how he received” the Tron rf 
» Bilbop his eharatter as a writer” i. L 7141. Of his ſiyle 


- vii. 174 * 

Fithes, the ent 

. diſpoſed of at the reformation vii. 224 | 

OF that among the 

Dutch 234. Not a precedent for England ib. Of that of the 
diflenters is England iii. 249. A toleration given to the diſſenters 
- when they are out of and denied by them when in power 
om Thumb, of the hi of i. 46 * (ü. 290 

Tories, their principles with reſpect to government ii. 316, 17. with 
reſpect to the church ſufficiently known 377. The original pro- 
-grels, and various application of thoſe fantaſtical cant words Whig 
and Tory, and the ſenſe in which they are uſed by the Examiner 
355. Er. Of their eonduct at the revolution vii. 222 

'Travlus; his character iii. 188 ; | 

'Fravellers who ſwerve from the truth, cenſured iv. 292, 3 0 

Trinity, the doctrine of it explained 255. When the word per ſon 
. was introduced for explaining it ib. The difficulty of explaining 
this myſtery 256. The diſſiculty no argument for rejecting it 
2%. The enemies of the Trinity proceed on a miſtake 263 

Union, of ſeveral to bring about that of England and Seot · 
land ii. 72. The cauſe of that union 73. Of a project to diſſolve 
it. ib. A ſtory of a certain national one 237 b 5 

Univerſities; of promoting re formation in them i. 215 | 

Vanhomrigh, Mrs; account of her and her family i. L. 76. Swift 

became preceptor to her two daughters 76. The eldeſt daughter 
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makes him an offer of marriage ib. which beideclines ib. The 
ladies retire to Ireland, after their mother's death 77. MiG Eſther 
addreſſed by ſeveral ſuitors, whom ſhe rejects 85. Iaſiſts to have 
Swift's acceptance or refuſal of her as his wife ib. He carries the 
anſwer of refuſal himſelf ib. She dles ſoon after 85, 6. Refjec- 
tions on her unhappy-fate 86, 7. See Swift, Further particulars 
about her vi. 10 ——17. n. | 


- Verres, his character and impeachment ii, 212.—2 15. Tvoſold, 
ancient and modern 212, 44 *£} 


Virtue, a firm foundation for it in a conſcienoe directed by religion 
i. 279- Whether virtue or vice prevail equally at all times 91. 
vili. 91. Virtue in exceſs becomes vitious i. L. 118 


Votes, a paper of Whiggiſh ones ii. 259, 60 


Walpole, Sir R. his character viii. 244. Whether he was a friend 
to Wood's halfpence iii. 79. 80. 1 10, 11 5 y 
War, its deſcent and cauſes i. 142, 3. The cauſes of it among the 
pri of Europe iv. 247. I be motives to it ii. 96, 7, When 
to be changed into peace 97. Confederate war, what ib. Cauſe 
of that with France in K. William's time 100. Of that in Q. 
- Anne's time 101, 2. The views of the ſeveral confederates in 
the latter 102, 3. Of thoſe in England 103. Ot the Engliſh en- 
gaging in it as principals 105. Ce. Of their method of conduct- 
ing it 108. Cc. Of the behaviour of the allies in it 113. Cc. 
The eanſes of the continuance of the war 128. &c. The.impoſ- 
bility of continuing it 140. Ce. Our prodigious ſucceſſes in it, 
and little uſe we have made of them 248, 9. The care of 
the late miniſtry to prolong it 249. See Britain, England, Peace 
Weſtley, Mr, bis character, and of his diſſertations on Job viii. 107, 
Wharton, D. of, advice to him i. L. 109. An inſtance of his 
profaneneſs it. 214 | 


- Whigs, their public ſpirit ſet forth ii, 53. Their nel for the Queen 


223, 4- for their country 280, 1. 314. for the church 232, 3. 
338. for the univerſities. 223. for the Chriſtian. ö 
314, 20, 21, 33. Tbeir ſkill in arithmetic 223. The ſtrange 
medley which their party is compoſed of 281. Their impudence, 
inſolence; and ingratitude to the Queen 223. The hiſtory of 
their riſe in her reign 282. The cloſeneſs of their cabals, now 
they are out of power, and their miſchicvuus and deſperate deſigns 
286, 7- Are not properly a national party, but a little inconſiderable 
undone faction 313. A ſummary account of them 334. Who 
are reckoned Whigs in Ireland iii. 243, 63. Who are accounted 
ſuch vii. 222. Thoſe in England and Ireland different viii. 28 

— of a party 2 iv. 368 vF 

Whiſton, Mr, predicts the day of judgment v. 347- What ſtrange 
effects the prediction N Cc. | 

Whitſhed, Lord Chief Juſtice, his character 1ii. 171, 72. viii. 21. 25. 
His conduct as to a jury viii. 24 

Whores, common, a great nuiſance iii. 355. See Proſtitute 

William, K. how he refuſed to paſs the triennial bill i, L. 0 

Wine, its properties iv. 254 2 
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Ves 'to what compared i. —_— „ 
PP 1t-proceeds v.32 + : 
& 6 of culivaring their minds vil. 205% | 
4 „Ae uſing a modeſt behaviour after marriage 206. Of * 
fondueſi to their huſbands before company ib. — her We 
_. » + uhealinels/ when their huſbands: aft abiosd ib. 
NAL Of their cleanliheit ib. po 
y- th. Of viſiting 206. Of keeping à favourite gz. 
8 Df preſerving the elves; of ther-balddngs 209. or. 
| dhe keys ate companies of men and women 210. Of women's 
4 3 company of men 21. Of learned women 212. 
of 8 them 4 Of ſuch: as are cenſorious 
- Woods wonder iv. 996 213. Of their expences 21. 
Wonder of all vonders iv. * Be 5 
8 Wood, Wm, gets a patent for coining balfpence for- Ireland iii, 
76> 18. Whether his patent was clandeſtinely obtained 45. 
Pbeſe balfpence of baſe metal 20. How he got the patent ib, 
& iis halfpence cannot be current without loſk 21. Their weight 
a a. May be counterfeited 23. The miſeries that will fallow 
upon receiving them 23. 24. The people not obliged to tage 
them 24. Opinions of lawyers upon this point 24. 25, A warning 
| aguinſt theſe halfpence 28. 29. Whether copper-coin is ſrurce 29. 
30. An aſſay made of Wood's balfpence'31: 44+ His propoſals 
| "ons. Another propoſal as ming Iriſh manufac- 
1 — The nation ! torm ot an ad- 
verti t againſt em 38. Obſervations on the report of the 
2 privy council about his balfpence 40. Wood's character 
2 His. balſpence of diſfarent, ſorts 45. Of the former half. 
of Ireland 46. Wo. 53 pn pr work a diſputing 
| the g prerogative Oppoſed tanks 72. 8 
v3 Dn tends to ſhake off the nation's d 
on Büchen ib. Wood promotes his project by lies 76. An ac- 
— at his execution 155. Conſiderations on 
"af rn 160. Ann 
Worm a remedy againſt i. 21 
Worral, Mr John, n 340, 1. n. 
Wotton, Wm, deſcribed i. 58. Aſſiſted by his mother Criticiſm 
Writers, bad, r vi. — 5 2 Killed dy Boyle 168 
© Wrixings, philofophi and mo their nature vii. 170 
of his madneſ in laſbing the ſea iv. 302. n. | 
Yahoos a ſtrange ſort of animal, deſcribed iv. 226. 232. Of their 
_ diſſenſions'261- Fond of certain ſhining ſtones 262. Of their 
food 263. Of their rulers. 264. Have their females in common 
» #. Are — fy rc oe fits of the ſpleen ib. = 
their gallantries Imperious to ſtrangers 266. Very nim 
267. Unteachable ib. How they are em 4268. A — 
tion as to their firſt ſettliog in honey: the Houy 
273. See Gulliver, Houyhn 
_ increaſe of, its effets viii. 182. eee ee, 
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